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COUNTY DADS UNDER FIRE
F.P. GAREY REPLIES

A number of trouble makers who
are never satisfied unless hard at
work at their favorite pastime are
busy throwing mud at the county
commissioners of Lincoln and Flat-
head counties and accusing them of
favoring the Coast Bridge company
in letting bridge contracts and in-
sinuating that the commissioners
were getting graft out of the deal.
The Kalispell Bee is being used as
the official organ and is filling the
bill to a nicety. Commissioner
Garey of Eureka has taken up the
cudgel for Lincoln county and the
following letter is one he wrote to
the Kalispell Times in answer to
the Bee editorials afore mentioned:

"In the Dec. 6th issue of the
Kalispell Bee, there appears an ed-
itorial under the heading, "Will
Someone Explain?" which has re-
ference to bridge contracting and
building in Flathead and Lincoln
and being a party to the Lincoln
county end of it, feel that it ought
not go unnoticed.

As to the road building that has
taken place in Flathead county, I
know nothing, neither have I seen
many of the briges that have been
built there, but if the one at Co-
lumbia Falls is any criterion to go
by, it is no surprise to me that the
commissioners of the county saw
fit to at least experiment with some
other company when contemplating
the construction of other bridges,
and the writer of the article men-
tioned in the B only shows his
absolute ignorance of bridge build-
ing when he alleges that "bridges
built by the various companies are
all substantially the same." I
challenge any man to show that
the bridge just completed at Libby
by the Coast Bridge company is
not superior in many ways to the
one at Columbia Falls, and while I
verily believe the commissioners
awarded the contract for the
Columbia Falls bridge in absolute
good faith,yet they ark censured for
so doing, and now they are criti-
cised again for at least trying an-
other company. I would suggest
as a solution of the situation in
Flathead county, that the pro-
prietor of the Bee send his little
flock of muck-rakers out on a cir-
cuit of education, providing they
have brains enough to start with,
to analyze the difference between a
strain sheet on a bridge proposition
and a chattel mortgage.

Relative to the Lincoln county
situation, this editorial is as false
as it is malicious, as an examin-
ation of the contractors for bridges
in the said county will bear out
The change was not made at Troy
for the purpose of getting onto a
"rock foundation" as is alleged, it
was made because the people of
Troy wanted it changed, and for
no other reason. Neither did the
change cost $6,ooo.

Relative to the change at Rex-
ford, if the little muck-rakers have
the disposition to be fair and will
visit the location there they will
find a concrete pier in the center,
instead of tubular, if thev've got
sense enough to distinguish the
difference, and the extension there
did not cost even $4,ooo, much less
$5,ooo as is alleged.

Presumably, the editor of the
Bee has been interviewing an ex-
county commissioner from the
western end of the county, "a
puzzled Trojan," who formerly
paid his board bill with his nerve,
but of late has been paying it by
criticism of county officials and ad-
ministering estates of his departed
neighbors.

Very respectfully,
F. P. GAREY,

Co. Commissiober,

TO OUR READERS ONE AND ALL, A PROSPER-
OUS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

The year just drawing to a close has been one of the most prosperous ones
in the history of Lincoln county. We have experienced during the year a period
of steady growth, money has been plentiful and every man wanting work has had a
job. The lumbering industry has forged ahead by leaps and bounds, the mines of
the county have been developed at a rate never, before dreamed of, a large area of
land has been cleared and prepared for cultivation for the coming season and with
the construction of the proposed power project at Kootenai Falls dawns an era of
prosperity for this district that can not be adequately estimated.

In wishing the patrons of this paper the season's greetings we wish to express
the conviction that the new year will surpass the one we are parting with and we wish
for you a big slice of prosperity and a full measure of happiness.
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GRAND 2nd ANNUAL BALL
Members of the Libby Volunteer

Fire Department are going to give
a grand ball in the opera house
New Year's Eve to raise funds for
the maintenance of the department.
The tickets will be sold for one
dollar. Let us all show our ap-
preciation of the adequate fighting
force we have for the protection of
our property by buying a ticket to
this affair. You do not have to be
present at the dance but the dollar
will do just as much good whether
you take it out in dancing Qr not.
The town of Libby is blessed with
an efficient fire fighting force.
They are volunteers and receive no
pay for their labor. The city does
not make any appropriation for the
upkeep of the incidental expenses
and the boys have to raise the
money necessary by pulling off
some stunt such as this dance.
Start the music.

Mrs. Robt. E. Thomas Dead

Mrs. Robert E. Thomas of Troy
died last Thursday morning follow-
ing a short seige of pneumonia.
She was ill only a short time. The
funeral was held from the Troy
Methodist church Saturday after-
noon at two o'clock, the services
being conducted by Rev. McColm
of Libby. Interment was made
in the Troy cemetery. She leaves
a husband and six little children.

New County Officials

Next Wednesday the county of-
ficials elected at the November
election will take office in the
court house. Frank Baney can
still be found in the jail building
although he will have a new de-
puty next year, W. M. Payne
taking the place of Wm. Curtis.
Timothy Miller will move his of-
fice from the city hall and preside
in the clerk of court's office in
place of Phil Long. James Black-
ford will be one of the new men at
the court house after the first of
the year. Sam Ratekin will oc-
cupy the surveyor's office and Jack
Weir will be chief in the office
where he has been deputy for the
past two years. The rest of the
staff at the court house will remain
practically the same.

Card Of Thanks

We the undersigned through
your -columns beg leave to thank
our many friends around Troy for
their great kindness and valuable
assistance in our late bereavement.

Robert E. Thomas.
Q. E, Thomas & Wife.

Libby Boys Lose Game

The Libby high school basket
ball team suffered defeat at the
hands of the Bonners Ferry boys
last Saturday night, the score being
68 to 23, and it was skiddoo for
the local boys. Austin Reedy, the
invincible center of the local team
was taken sick just before the
game was called and to the fact
that he was unable to take part the
boys attribute the cause of their
defeat. The Libby team was com-
posed of Lionel Shaurette, Joseph
Sheffield, Ord Gibson, Vernon
Crotteau, Charles Gray and Minor
Welch. Prof. G. B. Neff went
with the boys and acted as referee
of the game.

Teachers Association Meet

Missoula, Mont. Dec. 26.-The
Montana State Teachers' associa-
tion will open its twenty-third ses-
sion here tomorrow. Elaborate ar-
rangements have been made for
what promises to be the largest
meeting in the history of the assoc-
iation. An excellent program has
been prepared. Professor George
Stayer, head of the department of
educational administration at Co-
lumbia university; Dr. Phillip Van
Ness Myers of Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Mrs. K. M. Jacobson of Spok-
ane will deliver addresses before
the convention. The day sessions
will be held at the university of
Montana and the evening meetings
in the Harnois theater. The local
chamber of commerce has made
plans for the entertainment of the
visitors.

Prof. Geo. B. Neff of the Libby
schools and County Superintendent
F. D. Head are representing Libby.

NEWS ITEMS FROM URAL
Mr. Walter R. Branham made a

business trip to Eureka Monday.

Postmaster C. N. Lawrence has
resigned and Mrs. J. Fitsch will be
appointed to fill the vacancy.

Post Office Inspector Pinkham
was in Ural this week to arrange
appointment for new postmaster.

A new organ has arrived for the
school house.

A dance will be given Christmas
night at the Ural school house by
Mr. Calmes.

Forest Rangers, Rogers and
crew were in this vicinity inspect-
ing homesteads that have been
applied for,

O. J. Murray went to Kalispell
on a three days business trip.

TWO CHRISTMAS TREES
The Presbyterian church was

crowded to the doors Christmas
Eve by the people present to wit-
ness the entertainment put on by
the Sunday School children. The
program was a good one and much
appreciated by the large audience
as was evidenced by continuous
applause. The numbers on the
program were all good. Little
Martha Reed with her recitation
"What Santa said to me" brought
down the house, as the saying goes
au4 little Herbert Hamlin made a
big hit with his "Little boy's
speech." The choir furnished
special music for the occasion.
After the program the two gayly
decorated, trees were lighted and
the members of the school were
treated to a bag of candy, fruit and
nuts.

Following is the program:
No. i Hymn............by the choir
" 2 Scripture lesson

3 Prayer......Rev. W.A. Reed
4 Hymn............by the choir

" 5 Recitation "Welcome"
................. Myrtle Jackobson

" 6 Recitation "December"
..................... Reta Croghan

" 7 Recitation "Christmas
Eve".......... May Chisholm

" 8 Recitation "What If"
..................... May Thompson
9 Recitation "The Al-
gel's Song".....Millie Williams
' o Song......................School
" ii Exercise..Junior Department
12 Duet-Clara Colliuson

and Irene Rogers.
" 13 Recitation "Under the"

Stars"............ Mary Reed
" 14 Recitation "The Christ-

mas Star"...........Loise Vinal
i5 Recitation, "The Old
Story"........Grace Collinson

" 16 Recitation"A little boy's
speech"........Herbert Hamlin

" 17 Anthem............... ... Choir
' I8 Recitation "What Santa

said to me"........Martha Reed
The last on the program was the

treat and a collection for foreign
missions.

IMPORTANT. TAKE U
NOTICE

At the request of
some of our advertisers
we have decided to
change the publication
day of the Herald from
Wednesday evening to
Friday afternoon. This
is for the benefit of
merchants wishing o
advertise special Satur-
day sales.

mend

A NEW BUSINESS HOUSE FOR LIBBY
Libby is to have another business

institution. Wm. N. Curtis, until
the first of the year Deputy sheriff
of Lincoln county, and F. E. Wil.
liams have formed a partnership
and will open a hardware store at
the old stand in the Thompson
building lately vacated by Fleek &
Fleek. A big stock has been or-
dered and the new store will prob.
ably be opened for business about
the first of February. These men
are both experienced retailers' and
the Herald predicts for them a full
measure of success in their new
venture.

Mr. Curtis is well and favorably
known to the retail trade here in
Libby having worked for several
years in the Plummer store and
later for the Lincoln Mercantile
company. Mr. Williams is an ex-
perienced man in the line they
propose to handle having had ex-
tensive experience in the east.

Mr Curtis will cease to be deputy
sheriff on the first of the year and
it is rumored that Sheriff Baney
will appoint W. M. Payne, assist-
ant cashier at the First National
bank, to take his place.

WE HAVE A FEW HERE A QUIET HOME WEDDING
(P. W. Blake.)

There never was a town or city
in this country or any other coun
try which didn't have a few samples
of the peculiar "genus" (genus
means subordinate to tribe and
family) who never believe in any-
thing, not even themselves.

This type of human bacilli gen-
erally have no other occupation
than that of constantly endeavor-
ing to find an individual selfish
motive in others who put forth an
effort to do some good. What a
pity Darwin were not alive to dis-
sect, analyze and classify this liv-
ing thing. Darwin wrote the
Origin of Species and the Descent
of Man. In the first volume he
didn't have a chance at this insect
for it had never been discovered,
and as for the second volume,. the
Descent of Man,-well, the title
might apply to a new theory, for
the type of man spoken of above
has been descending ever since
Darwin wrote the book.

A man who never tries to help
out in public spirited work never
can see that any good is being ac-
complished.

I'll bet a twenty dollar gold piece
against a plugged nickel that the
gappingmouthed individuals who
knock and prate and whine are the
only ones who never did a thing
unless the big bulk of the profit
was handed them through the back
door or coal scuttle.

When you meet them on the
street make 'em shut up or talk
with a bit of sunshine in their souls.
I pity them for there is no class
that is so unhappy. They don't
know it and that's the pity. Be
kind to them and try to teach them.
When once converted they make
the best of boosters for the new
feeling sends a mesmeric thrill
through their system carrying with
it a new pleasurable sense of joy
sure to come with an unselfish
effort.

Presbyterian Church News

(By The Pastor)
Hour of service 1I A. M. and

7:30 P. M. Sunday School at io
A. M. COME.

We have been fortunate in se-
curing Mr. H. R. Evans to take
the bass in our choir. The choir
rendered a very appropriate anthem
on last Sunday and again on Tues-
day night. Our choir is now well
worth hearing.

The Ladies' Aid will meet Fri-
day p.m. Jan. 3, at the church
parlor when some important mat.
ters will be taken up.

At a recent meeting of the
Building Coinm. and trustees ar.
rangements were completed to
clear away all indebtedness that
would stand in the way of dedica-
tion. The dedication will take
place soon. A full program for
these services %ill appear in next
week's Herald.

Thursday, December 26, at 12
o'clock noon Earl Edison Price and
Frances Clare Leary daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Jas. E. Leary, were
united in the holy bonds of wed-
lock. Rev. Father Hanna of St.
Joseph's church performed the
ceremony. Miss Grace Leary,
sister of the bride acted as brides-
maid and Albert R. Leary assisted
the groom through the trying or-
deal. After the ceremony a suptuous
wedding dinner was served. The
wedding was a quiet one, only the
intimate friends and relatives being
present.

The parties to this wedding
need no introduction to our readers.
Miss Leary is well known here in
Libby as is also Mr. Price who is
at present filling the position of
principal of schools at Tioy. Mr.
and Mrs. Price took the afters oon
train for the west gcing to points
unknown on a short wedding tour.
The newly married pair will make
their home at Troy after the first
of the year. The Herald joins
their many friends in wishing them
happiness and prosperity.

NEW CITY TREASURER
The city fathers held the last

meeting of the year Thursday
night to straighten up odds and
ends and primarily to choose a
man to represent the city as city
treasurer for the unexpired term
of Timothy Miller's. About a
month ago when Mr. Miller re-
signed B. L. Smith was elected by
the council to serve out this term
but he decided that he had too
much to take care of as it was and
declined the job. Last night Hen-
ry E. Brink was chosen by the
council and he' will occupy the
treasurer's office in the city hall
after the first of the year. The
council will not meet again until
January.

SAVED EIGHT THOUSAND
Last week, the case of J. Z.Pond

vs. Lincoln county, claim of $16,-
ooo for transcribing the records,
was settled by stipulation and
agreement on a basis of 5o0 cents
on the dollar. Sidney M. Logan
won this case for Lincoln county
on the grounds that Pond's charges
were exorbitant and a mass of use-
less matter had been transcribed.
The decree of settlement on this
basis was signed by Judge Erick-
son last Thursday. Pond was not
worrying much, as he had long
ago negotiated his claim with the
Union Bank & Trust Co. of Hel.
ena. E. E. Day represented the
Helena bank and it is quite certain
that Mr. Logan saved Linco:t
county $8,ooo in the settlement.

Miss Minnie Allis and Miss
Cathryn Gill of Weuatchee,Wash.,
are guests of Mr. and Mrs. M. PD,
Powlanud for the holidays,


