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We as a people have never been proud of 
convict labor.
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Prison labor for private profits is a live 
question for all taxpayers and it cannot be 
shunted over to the politician to handle. 
Sooner or later the decent, lawT-abiding, tax
payers must face the facts in the situation, 
and certainly nothing can be gained by hid
ing our heads in the sands of ignorance.

Keeping pace with modem industrial de
velopment the exploitation or convict labor 
has advanced from the old, crude and waste
ful methods to the most modern and scien
tifically managed mass production. The old, 
slip-shod, inefficient convict labor boss of 
other days has been replaced oy the efficien
cy expert and the most up-to-date factory 
methods. Twenty-five years ago convict la
bor contracting was a small industry; a 
chaotic scramble between individual politi
cian contractors, prison factories were badly 
equipped, wretchedly managed and produced 
only very low’ grade goods.

But this condition could not continue in 
our highly specialized and scientifically or
ganized industrial world. The same social 
forces that created the Meat Trust, Oil 
Trust, Lumber Trust, Railroad Trust and 
Banking Trust have also created the Prison 
Labor Trust.

iAlthough every prison in this country has 
been built by labor, ninety-nine per cent of 
the inmates come from the working class, 
and all the evils of our penal system fall 
heaviest on the producers, there is no other 
institution in our social life of which the 
common people know so little.

Prisons are places of mystery, shunned by 
the average citizen, walled about with stone, 
barred with steel, and everhung with a mist 
of secrecy and shame. Here we hide our hu
man wrecks and bury alive our misfits, de
linquents and criminals who offend our 
sense of decency and endanger our lives 
and property.

According to the figures supplied by the 
United States Bureau of Census there are 
about two hundred thousand people in our 
penal institutions. They must be kept busy 
for no man can stand prison life in idleness, 
and our wardens must find employment for 
them. With all of these helpless prisoners 
whose labor is ripe for exploitation, and 
with them shut awray behind prison walls 
where decent people never see them, greed 
and political corruption has found ways of 
entering the prisons and making enormous 
profits on the labor of the convicts.
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terous effects on the workers in any trade that the first objection to prison labor for 
it invaded. But for the most part, though 
he paid a large part of the cost, the farmer abiding wrorker of employment. The exploi- 
has known little or nothing about what hap- tation of convict labor has been concentrated 
pens behind prison walls. And while the in a few’ industries, garment making for in
farmer has been busy trying to solve his stance, and naturally the workers in 
own problems the Prison Labor Trust has trade suffer most.
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fleet to Australia and New Zealand a 
ter the defensive maneuvers near H 
waii have been completed, in order 
carry on combined maneuvers with ti 
Australian fleet. The intended voyq 
of the American fleet has no doubt 
diplomatic meaning; it is designed 
promote amity between America ai 
Australia. But it may well irritate t 
feelings of the Japanese people, becai 
that naval visit will be made as a a 
tinuation of the great maneuvers. It 
on too large a scale to be taken for 
ordinary diplomatic call, especially if, 
is rumored, the Australian .fleet is d From’ ti 
pected to join in the subsequent nrj 
envers. The distance between Haw ur retu 
and New Zealand or the eastern skU“™-» ? 
of Australia is about the same as t 
between Haw aii and Tokyo Bay, or f

monthsThe recent naval maneuvers in the Pacific 
taken in conjunction with recent happenings 
in the orient would seem to indicate that 
the next great world conflagration will have 
its stting in the Pacific Ocean and the far 
.East.

Capitalim to survive must continually keep 
'opening foreign spheres of influence and 
markets for its surplus commodities. Ameri
can imperialism cannot now penetrate the 
spheres of influence of the western world 
without causing a breakdown of European 
capitalists. The eyes of our Wall Street finan
ciers are therefore, turned towards the east. 
The Orient, with its teeming millions, offers 
u, rich field for exploitation. But Japan does 
not take kindly to the idea of the interfer
ence of the American imperialist in what 
that proud nation considers its peculiar 
sphere.

With the recent close alliance between 
Soviet Russia and China came agreements 
between Japan and Russia. An agreement 
wras reached between Russia and Japan 
which amongst other things provided for 
the turning over of concessions in the rich 
oil fields of the Sagalin Islands to Japan; the 
building of a large fleet of battleships in 
Japanese Shipyards for Russia and the con
struction of an immense dry dock at Vladi- 
vostock. This is construed by world di
plomats as an attempt by Japan to evade 
the four-power pact which wras entered into 
for the purpose of keeping the Japanese 
navy subordinate to that of the United 
•States.

In this agreement it wras conceded that the 
clever Nipponese diplomats “put one over” 
on the American foreign office. American 
imperialism became alarmed with the result 
that Mr. Hughes, who fought continuously 
ngainst the recognition of Russia, was re
lieved of his position of Secretary of State 
and, Mr. Kellogg, a man who has long been 
regarded as the representative of the U. S. 
Steel corporation, put in his place. Hence 

■ the peparations for war and the moves on 
the diplomatic chessboard on both sides of 
the Pacific.

The Secretary of the National Council for 
the Prevention of war, noting the trend of 
events addressed the following letter to the 
Secretary of the navy six weeks ago:

forthcoming before so many 
pass by. In 1914 another great armada 
lay in the waters of Portsmouth harbor, 
Great Britain. One month later the

be a joint conference of the High Con
tracting Parties to which the whole sub
ject will be referred for consideration 
and adjustment.

Is it not true that by 1932 most of 
the vessels assigned to the Australian 
cruise will be obsolete from age, if they 
are not in fact now obsolete because of 
the development of airplanes as Admiral 
Sims, Admiral Fullam and General Mit
chell say they are?

Why then, at a time when our Gov
ernment is discharging old employes and 
even White House servants in extraor-

ards. We are accused of seeking to in
timidate Japan. Is not this fact alone 
reason enough, following our Japanese 
Exclusion Act, for the abandonment of 
the trip?

The effect of our present military de
monstration in the Pacific upc-n jingoes 
in our own country is already proving 
highly inflammatory and dangerous. On 
the day our fleet arrived in San Francis
co, the “San Francisco Illustrated Daily 
Herald,” in its leading editorial signed 
“Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., Editor and 
Publisher”, said:

“The next war—and that war may 
not be so very far distant if we are to 
believe reports seeping out of Tokyo 
and Washington—will be a sea war . . 
Today 145 vessels of war lie in the bay, 
a reason why this fleet lies in San Fran
cisco today. That reason will be forth
coming before so many months pass by.
In 1914 another great armada lay in the 
waters of Portsmouth harbor, Great 
Britain. One month later the world was 
embarked on its greatest war-making 
venture. That is not synonymous. It is 
simply exemplary.

I shall emphatically agree with you, 
Mr. Secretary, if you say that in this 
“scare editorial young Mr. Vanderbilt 
does not represent the sentiment of 
America nor of your own great state of 
California, but does not a far-flung mili
tary gesture stimulate such editorials 
and do not these editorials, when quot
ed in Japan, lead to misunderstanding 
and hard feeling which are the first 
steps towards war?

Moreover, how can such a huge mili
tary demonstration fail to be misunder
stood in Australia where a little nation 
of less than 6,000,000 fringing a contin
ent the size of continental United States 
and capable of supporting 100,090,000 
hopes to keep it empty till it fills with 
whites? America makes no military al- 
lances. Our Monroe Doctrine seems to 
be a commitment of more than sufficient 
peril without undertaking the military 
guarantee of Australia’s foreign policy. 
Yet are not Australians bound to believe 
after this gesture that they bask in the 
strength of our fleet? Is not human na
ture prone to believe what it wishes to 
be true?

That is not all. Are we not giving 
militarists in Japan one argument after 
another for anti-American propaganda? 
By high-handed policies are we not 
weakening the position of the great Jap
anese leaders who stand with our Persi- 
dent for a policy of conciliation and 
strengthening Japanese militarism which 
a year ago was on its last legs? Poin
care has revived German militarism. 
Shall we condemn the policy of Poincare 
and follow it?

Finally, the Four-Power Pact, labori
ously brought into being during Presi
dent Harding’s administration, definite
ly guaranteed the peace of the Pacific 
Ocean until 1932,
States, Japan, Great Britain and France 
pledged their honor that if any contro
versy arises out of any Pacific question 
except domestic questions, there shall
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world was embarked in its greatest war
making venture. That is not synonym
ous; it is simply exemplary.

The fleet we are welcoming here will 
be with us for ten days prior to its leav
ing for the Antipodes. Why is it neces
sary for such an armada to go to a 
friendly nation you will ask? Why is it 
necessary for us to expend so much 
money in allowing our vessels to travel 
so many miles, when maneuvers could 
be had within fifty miles off the mouth 
of the Golden Gate with as much satis
faction? The reply lies in the hands of 
possibly three persons; the President of 
the United States, the secretary of the 
navy, the admiral of the fleet. It will 
not become public property for some 
time to come, but when it does there 
will be sufficient reason therein to ex
plain the REAL MOTIVE BEHIND 
THE, VISIT of so many ships to our 
great port.

Should touble eventually occur in the 
Pacific—and there is NO REASON 
WHY THAT TROUBLE SHOULD NOT 
OCCC R, it is a probable certainty that 
the nations bordering the south Pacific, 
feeling as they do at present, and the 
nations bordering the northeast Pacific, 
British Columbia, in particular, would 
be drawn into the conflict on the side of 
the nation whose fleet lies witn us today.

Citizens of San Francisco and the bay 
cities SHOULD NOT FAIL to realize 
that the visit of this monster fleet here 
bears a SIGNIFICANCE that cannot be 
too STRONGLY impressed upon them. 
The months that are to come will reveal 
just at what this article is driving. Pro
phecy is sometimes “the bunk, 
this is NOT prophecy.

Our welcome to our fleet should be 
truly a San Francisco welcome. It should 
be the kind of ^a welcome we give to all 
who come within our gates. Citizens of 
these cities should get behind their 
mayor and his committee and lend every 
iota of support that they can toward 
making San Francisco and the bay cities 
a place to be remembered by the men 
of the fleet, when more SERIOUS 
WORK IS AT HAND.

CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, Jr.
Editor and Publisher.
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dinary efforts at economy and tax re
duction, should a department of our 
Government send these vessels on a long 
and costly cruise whose military value is 
not apparent and whose psychological 
effects are all on the side of misunder
standing even in Australia, but not less 
so in the United States and Japan?

The time to stop a war with Japan 
seems to be now. Two theories of our 
national security are evidently contend
ing for the control of our foreign policy. 
One is the old theory of force and in
timidation. The other is the “new stand
ard” of friendship and understanding.” 
There are unquestionably multitudes of 
citizens in the United States who pre
fer that we avoid military gestures and 
who are enthusiastically behind our 
President in the attempt to maintain a 
consistent and unwavering policy of 
friendship and understanding with all 
nations.

Will you not, therefore, Mr. Secre
tary, reconsider this project and aban
don or drastically curtail it?
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The relations between America an 
Japan, which were relieved by ti 
Washington Agreements and improvi 
by the great sympathy shown this a 
tion by America on the occasion of is 
earthquake, have suddenly taken a tel 
for the worse in consequence of the a 
ti-Japanese legislation in tne spring 
last year. As a result, the prevail 
sentiment in Japan toward America 
very dangerous. It is reported tM 
many officers are inculcating extrd 
anti-American sentiments into tM 
soldiers. Several books have been ptj 
lished urging the nation to deal 
America as an enemy, to chastise A® 
ica, and the like. This has been magi 
fied by anti-Japanese agitators in An« I 
ica until Americans who do not h® I 
the real strength of Japan are clan«51 
ing for war, while those who know 4 
ter have thought it politic to get B 
huge manuevers in order to intim^B 
Japan by a superior show of force. I
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Sincerely yours,
(Signed) FREDERICK J. LIBBY. 

The following was the San Francisco Illu
strated Daily Herald’s leading editorial with 
scare capitals as here indicated which refer
red to the visit of the fleet to San Francisco 
April 5, 1925:

VISIT OF BIG FLEET HAS SIGNIFI
CANCE BEYOND MANEUVERS.
San Francisco and the bay cities wel

come the United States fleet within our 
boundaries. Every citizen of this part 
of the state will have an opportunity of 
viewing all of the great ships for which 
he or she pay a portion of their taxes 
every year to maintain.

Thee will be patriots and pacifists who 
will view the great armada. In 1917 
there were the same types of people who 
saw our boys march away to France and 
Flanders. The great war just passed 
was a LAND WAR, ought by the army 
on foreign soil, reinforced by the navy 
and the army transport service. The 
NEXT WAR—and that war may NOT 
BE SO FAR DISTANT, if we are to 
believe reports seeping out of Tokyo and 
Washington—will be a SEA WAR. It 
will be fought AT SEA, by vessels of 
the navy.
fought in the air—that is for the future 
to decide.

Today, 145 vessels of WAR, lie in the 
bay, aboard which close to 50,000 men 
are quartered. THERE IS A REASON 
WHY THIS FLEET LIES IN San Fran
cisco TODAY. That reason will be
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But while many Japanese thoughtl^^tf eyelid 
ly and irresponsibly talk of war v|^Bresidenfl 
America, there is hardly any Perl Jr To* hfl 
with any knowledge of the conditions j lent of| 
Japan and America who seriously eD!^KuavtetJ 
tains the idea of hostilities between ‘iKose and 
two nations. War should lie stai-telJ;B^er2is^ 
at all, only when there is a firm be^lKd at th« 
victory. Nothing is more dangerous ‘■I The 
pernicious than to fan warlike 
ments without an invincible resoli^^Bn-esentei 
to fight to a bitter and victorious J
From a military point of view we ^j^Bpiursdaj 

nothing to fear from the American ti
euvers, because it is our firm belief y^End 
so long as the Japanese navy nia'nt^^E0a^ sen 
its present sterngth and does not ' Jpand piay 
ture on reckless tactics the Am 
navy will be unable to do anj 
against Japan except make ael^.J 
tacks. What is to be feared is 1 
militarists and morbid Chauvinisten 
incite the docile and credulous n^10 ]
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MR. LIBBY'S LETTER
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PREVEN- 

OF WAR
532 17th Stret, N. W„ 

Washington, D. C.
The Secretary of the Navy,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Secretary :

We learn from the “Army and Navy- 
Register” of April 18 that our Navy 
Department is planning to send a fleet 
of some 53 vessels including flagships 
•.and “leaders” and 11 of our 18 battle
ships to Australia next July on the 
completion of the Hawaiian manuevers. 

President Coolidge announced in Chi- 
last December what he called our 

It was to be a policy of

Extract from article in the Tokyo “Chuo 
Koron” for February reproduced in “The 
Living Age” for April 11, 1925. “The Liv
ing Age” described Captain Hironori as “A 
well-known naval officer who has been placed 
on the retired list on account of his liberal 
views.”

“THE AUSTRALIAN TRIP AS VIEW
ED IN JAPAN—Capt. Mizuno Hironori.

With Hawaii safety in her occupation, 
America has nothing to fear from the 
Japanese navy, and the present maneuv
ers are quite justifiable so long as they 
aim at studying how to defend Hawaii 
in time of war. But according to 
port, the plan of the American navy con
templates sending a greater part of its
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