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HAMILTON ANSWERS GQVERljODD but TRUElet it come to that. They are going to 
provide for seed in some way. 
what way they are going to get it de
pends on the demand.

If farmers in all the drouth stricken 
counties in Montana and Dakota can 
line up and make the same demand then 
that is what we are going to get. If 
all go after our national government and 
tell them just what we want they might 
not like it but they are going to give it 
to us anyhow because they do not want 
the people to go and help themselves.

If nothing is done or said then con
gress will very likely appropriate somo 
millions which through a lot of red tape 

be borrowed by the farmers to buy

THE PRODUCERS NEWS In just
t V

Musselshell, Montana, ommended the passage 0f
measures the assembly w0ul(t7^
been guided by your recom^ 
tion. I •offer this s,'&% 

as a criticism of your act • 
ing to mention these meaLÜÎ % 
they had not then been 
but to indicate the effect 
recommendation from you ^ 
have upon their passage N 

The recent assembly 
ware of the serious conditi^v 
preaching and, I believe act*!* 
on the supposition that no 
enues were required. That ^ 
tion has arrived and has 
strated the desperate need 
ing funds immediately p * 
quently I believe we may fis
sured that the members wonS* 
refuse to raise the necessary 

prevent suffering and haiü^ 
among the people this winter ^ 
especially so if the cour8e 
outlined by the Governor.

I believe you are in en* 
stating that the majority «f I 
members oppose a special sis* 
I am basing this belief mvT?

Sept. 11, 1931.
A Paper of the People, by the People 

and for the People

By the Peoples Publishing Company, Publishers

-% Hon. J. E. Erickson,
Helena, Montana.
Dear Sir: . .. .

I am in receipt of your letter ot 
September 1st and am glad to 
note that you find the plan sug
gested in my previous letter com
mendable. You have suggested 
that there are difficulties in the 

of making the plan effective

% l VILLAGE OF THE. BLIND
/------o§ TltVEPEC. MEWCO. LOCATED IN 

A ROCKY DESERT COUNTRY \S 
^lAADE DP Of 4A HODSES, THE 

HOMES Of AEODT 200 PEOPLE. 
ALL OF \NH0N\ ARE BUND

c-CONTINUING — The Ouflook Prometor, The 
Outlook Optimist, The Dooiey Sun, The Antelope 
Independent, The Sheridan County News, The 
Pioneer Frees and the Sheridan County Farmer.

We
,

was
way
in meeting the present emergency 
and I shall endeavor to answeer 
those objections.

It is true that the mcome tax 
must be voted by the people and 
would not therefore become effect
ive this winter, but if it were re
ferred to the people by a special 
session it would become effective 
two years earlier than if we wait 
for the next regular session. The 
other taxes however, can be made 
to yield a considerable sum to the 
state this /all, providing the ses
sion is held before the time that 
taxes are collected.

These taxes are not taxes upon 
tangible property and therefore 
need not be levied upon property

in possession on the first Monday 
in March” as are other taxes. We 
have also the emergency clause 
which, as you know, makes a law 
effective immediately upon its 
pasage and approval. This can be 
used to make the measures effect
ive for the year 1931 and would 
enable us to raise a considerable 
sum for relief work this fall.

It is also true that the recent 
assembly failed to pass measures 
similar to those proposed, but it 
is also true that the assembly had 

recommendations from you 
regard to those measuers. 
sufficient faith in the recent as
sembly to believe that had you rec-

CHARL.ES B TAYLOR, Editor 

HANS RASMUSSEN. Manager
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can
seed with. Wb will then have to pay 
four prices for seed, give mortgag on the 
crop and pay interest. A loan like that 

good to anybody except to the fel
low who is selling the seed.

The farm board has 200 million bush
els of wheat and they do not know what 
to do with it. Now, if everybody re
fuses to buy sepd wheat at any price— 
if everybody demands that the farm 
board ship wheat out here and distribute 
it among the needy farmers on the con
dition that the farmer pay it back bush
el for bushel out of the next crop, then 
that is what we are going to get.

toAOUR SEED DEMAND

By HANS RASMUSSEN

/ [•Û
iV mm *-

fThe question of seed for next year is 
something which must be solved between 
now and next spring. Not only this 
county but the whole northern part of 
the state of Montana and the west half 
of North Dakota is face to face with a sit
uation where the great big majority of 
the farmers have no seed whatever, 

of them not even grain enough

n >YOU
is no UAH

QjSM ©OLIO •
replies to Senator Eatons qUegti 
naire. Senator Eaton stated »? 
in Helena that of the 10 
plies, thirty four favored 
session, twenty were non- 
tal and nine were 
would indicate that the 
favor the session.

Hundreds of our people 
actual want, many children are j 
clad and under-nourished, and y 
little actual relief has been pnjJ 

A condition of this k| 
strikes at the very foundation] 
organized government. The 
lem is one which must eventual] 
be dealt with by state and natü 
governments and cannot be 
ed by shouldering the respond 
ty upon volunteer organization 

No one can be injured peaö 
by the proposed plan and few 3 
oppose it except the reprt.^t 
tives of the corporations effect«; 
In this case the desires of the 
must yield to the needs of \ 
many.
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opposed, iv
A majoritàjl ^ h

\f A PENNY HAD BEEN PUT TO 
WORK DRAWING 67. INTEREST 
COMPOUNDED ANNUALLY. IN THE YEAR 
ONE, IT WOULD NOW AMOUNT TO 
OYER $60.240,000.000,000.000,000,000. 
000.000,000,000,000,000,000,000.

WM
many 
left to feed a chicken. iY0* ate J

Here and there a well to do farmer 
has stacked up on wheat from years 
past and held it for better prices, 
vators are also holding whatever they 
have in their bins, hoping for better 
prices. This grain is held for the pur
pose of selling it next spring at fancy 
figures for seed. Some people are al
ways taking advantage of other people’s 
misfortune. (What the price of seed is 
going to be is not hard to guess. It will 
he: local market price, plus freight to 
Minneapolis, plus freight back, plus 
handling charges and a handsome profit, 
which will bring seed up to probably 
$1.23 a bushel. This would mean the 
farmers would have to sell probably 
four bushels in the fall in order to pay 
for the one bushel bought in the spring. 
In that case the farmer would be better 
off to lie down and go to sleep.

Practically all the farmers who need 
seed have no money to buy it with. 
Some provision must be made so they 
can get seed, otherwise we would not be 
surprised to see the farmers next spring 
in bunches back their trucks and wagons 
up to the filled graneries and elevators 
and help themselves. More than the 
writer can see things like that coming, 
but the people in power are not going to

ed.

*^HE DYAKS BELIEVE IN 
AND PRACTICE THE EATING 
OF HUMAN FLEGH EOT 
WILL NOT STAND FOP^, 
A LIAR IN THEIR MIDST

Ele-
You might say the farm board is ad

vocating reduction of production and for 
that reason would not furnish any seed 
to farmers. This is very true but you 
must also remember that railroads and 
elevator companies are telling the farm 
board what to do. To the railroads and 
elevator companies the price of wheat is 
immaterial. They get their freight and 
handling charges regardless of wheat 
prices. If no wheat is raised in this part 
of the country their property here is 
worthless. They are not interested in 
crop reduction. Over-production means 
more money to them—they are for over 
production.

If the farmers would stand pat and 
refuse to buy seed wheat, the railroads 
and elevator companies will help the 
farmers to get seed at the farmers own 

terms.
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A hunk of poke GOLD worth 
TrtlG MUCH WOULD BE 40,300,000.000
times as v tge as the earth.

0

ENJOYS ARTICLES BY 
EDWARDS and MAURYSi

® Eowuu-Skawk Com

Reserve, Mont, 
Sept. 3, 1931 Respectfully, 

LEVERNE HAMILTO!
1

structive of wide-spread prosperity, talist system from securing any 
and contentment? Will you show ; relief unless he had recourse to 
by example that you believe with | theft:—yes, I have in mind the 
the immortal Jefferson and Lincoln j look of that obese gentleman, who,

with facial expressiveness of the 
much pitied moron, replied with 
upraised hands:
Do you believe that a man utter
ing such profundity should not be 
entitled to a more exalted post 
than that of President of this na
tion and later Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States? In view of the present 
state of mediocrity in which our 
statesmen are submerged, dont 
you feel that the full-blown Mr. 
Taft was somewhat slighted?

I flatter myself with the belief 
that if you will devote a reason
able amount of time to reading 
over the last six paragraphs you 
will have little difficulty in rous
ing yourself to a state of dynamic 
action which will prove very help
ful to you in your present state of 
indecision. You cannot play poli
tics cleverly enough by giving the 
hangers-on of the system that is 
responsible for the present condi
tions the “glad hand” while filling 
the heads of the farmers and work
ers with sweet nothings which pro
duce no material benefits. You 
must take a stand on the side of 
the oppressed if you expect to re
tain that responsibility which the 
great majority of your profession 
so zealously uphold. Rugged man
hood is tired of being broken on 
the rack of exploitation; their 
wives object to being forced to of
fer themselves as prostitutes to 
provide food with which to dispel 
the pinched cheek and shrunken 
and glazed eye of their under
nourished children; the masses are 
not going to stand supinely by 
and allow themselves to be for 
ever treated as negatives by a few 
financial Fagans—and their polit
ical henchmen; the call for effort 
is sweeping through the land un
til it has assumed the proportions 
of an unchecked demand; play 
your fiddle or smoke your pipe if 
you prefer such pastime to arous
ing yourself to do your duty in 
accordance with the laws of man
kind ;ignore the warnings of the 
sincerest 4f you will, but have the 
goodness from later decrying the 
retributions which must inevitably 
result from the feelings of the out-

Editor Producers News:
Aline or two in appreciation for 

the article of Edwards and Maury 
showing up headquarters of the 

i state. Such letters are very valu
able to the voters and should be a 
guide to mark their ballots by in 
order to get a state government 
like it should be instead of being 
run by Wall Street profiteers and ford bo help our British cousa 
burdening the people with exorbi- out. (They better not get tu 
tant taxes and profits. fresh tor we’ll lick ’ell out of ’%

Now couldn’t the Froid-Plenty-; We dad it before.) We lout, 
wood road' be built this fallwith, then $200,000,000. France loan« 
teams and men and spread this j them an equal amount. Isn’t i 
money among the people to get ! refreshing? The two great«* 
thru this winter on? Make com- enemies of England save her lût 
fort instead of misery. No doubt ' until it^ is in better oondition f« 
this money will help and the more 1 preserving ! And while they » 
help the quicker the county will | loaning her money they are til
get back to normal. i ing a bloodless (commercial mi

I also believe the game wardens financial) war against her emy 
should forgetabout hunting licens- where in the world. "Blood ii 
es this fall so people can get some thicker than water.” So are dm 
game and fish. There is no money skulls, 
to spare for licenses. Game war
dens please consider.

'en

AS WE SEEKthat when people are no longer 
able to bear up under ruthless op
pression they are entitled to have 
recourse to the last dread measure 
of revolution to the end that injus
tice give way to a sense of equal
ity?

GOD KNOWS!’

(Continued from Front P*p|
More Demands for Special 

Session of the Legislature
2. Are you in favor of a system 

of jurisprudence that condemns a 
man to the chain gangs of our pe
nal institutions for a term of five, 
ten and twenty years for having 
stolen a loaf of bread to supply 
the starving demands of an under 
nourished wife and children, while 
bankers, brokers, racketeers and 
politicians are very often only
apologetically reprimanded ? Do
you feel that the penalty imposed 
upo nAlbert B. Fall is calculated 
to excite the admiration of an 
American citizen for a system of 
law which glosses over such per
fidious practices by confining him 
to a year in a penitentiary? I can 
not believe you will give your ap

ing masses. As for myself, I can- proval of such practices, and I
not accept such an indictment un- await the application of your
less you persist in further dem- forceful influence in denouncing 
onstrating your inefficiency in , such a travesty of justice, 
dealing with a problem that ef- 3. Do you believe that a people 
fects us all. Hence my willingness when having waited patiently in 
to assist you. the face of the most trying condi

tions for relief which the govern
ments of the nation and state re
fuse or are unable to furnish 
should have the goodness to lie 
down quietly and give up the ghost 
while wealth and provisions are 
locked in the storehouses of the 
exploiters ?

4. Do you believe in a system

Peerless, Montana, 
Sept. 8th, 1931.

Hon. J. E. Erickson, 
Helena, Montana.
Sir:

Let us all get together and demand 
that seed be furnished on the condition 
that we pay it back bushel for bushel. 
The best way to do it is for all farmers 
to join the United Farmers League, work 
in a body and thereby make our demands 

count.

The Farmers Union Local of 
Peerless, No. 342 at the regular 
meeting, September 4th, 1931, 
passed the following resolution and 
respectfully submit it for your 
consideration.

Whereas, A succession of drouth 
years and economic conditions over 
which they have no control have 
reduced the farmers and laboring 
men in the State of Montana to a 
state of almost complete bankrupt
cy, and 1

Whereas, It is currently reported 
that at least 60,000 citizens of the 
state are in actual want and must 
be assisted by charitable orgniza- 
tiong during the coming winter to 
avoid actual starvation, and many 
people are now begging for footr 
from door to door, and

Whereas, We know from obser
vation in our own community and 
reports from neighboring commun
ities that the counties and chari
table organizations are absolutely 
unable to in any way take care ol 
even the most needly of these peo
ple, and

Whereas, County and charitable 
organizations can only offer tem
porary relief and can in no man
ner offer anything permanent or 
reconstructive to agriculture in the 
state, and

Whereas, There is now a con
crete plan offered which would 
provide funds for relief through a 
revision of the taxation system, to- 
wit. A hydro-electric tax, a tax on 
natural gas, a telephone license 
tax and a graduated income tax, 
now therefore

Be II Resolved, That we demand 
the Hon, J. E. Erickson, Governor 
of the State of Montana, at once 
call a special session of the legis- 

, . ' lature to convene for the purpose
raped farmers and workers. And 0f providing this much needed 
after all is said and done these are [ lief, and 

the forces which eventually will 
regulate society for the benefit of 
the many and not for the benefit 
of the parasites which flourish at 
the present time under the protec
tion of a system which you should 
make it your business to destroy.

Anticipating the most favorable
action on your part, I remain A government flying inspector

Sincerely yours, came up from Glendive Wednes-
RODNEY SALISBURY. to examine the local flying stu-

TïVAAiiFîtro dents: Alden Johnson, “Red” Han-Executive Secretary, igch and ^ It is gaid
United Farmer League, the latter passed the tests success- 

Sheridan County, Montana{ fully.

*******

ARE IN FINE SHAPE ImI 
ing th ewinter. There are si j 
a few banks into whidi pi I 

can walk an dfill your fomtaol 
I wrote last week that t| 

miserably-paid clerk in a Chicapl 
bank got away with $2,000,000 i| 
ten years. Well, it was near fool 

j and the time was 12 years. Pa l 
1 don my error. But that is notll 

__ ... . ing to weep about. We haw ta I
Your paper is the only paper m minima of unemployed. Prot»! 

the county of Shendan which is bly 30,000,000 that will not kno«l 
^hije or fit to read. where the next handout b owmk

The Umted Farmers League has mthi8 winter. As for Ik 
commenced to bear fruit in this farmers, they’ll probably rote Ik 
territory as some of themainstreet Democrat ticket next ekctnl 
busmess men have come out and They must be fat and saucyJ 
told some of the farmers that if a man can’t be educated ad 
they, the farmers would not Jom thru the flappinK of the front«! 
the League the businessmen would Ws ^ aj^t his backbone* 
feed the family live stodc funush his belly flap. Let it flap in Ik 
them with seed for 1932. Now win<j ^4 let some painter 
that is fair enough isn’t it and all ^ and blue on it. Then the»
anybody could ask of any and all Wem of his greatness and his P
the League members should feel triotism will be where hia shirt 
thankful Relief m time of need is was? and wxtmie of where him
W Te ^an^' , ... P«r should be. He won’t gh*‘

All busmess men aren’s alike— damn, 
some are fair and honest and oth
ers are something else and I be
lieve there are more of the latter 
than the former kind. The differ
ence between them andthe old time 
Indian is that the Indian believed 
in scalping and the latter business 
man believes in skinning them a- 
live.

Yours respectfully, 
—A. SODBUSTER

GOVERNOR! WHAT IS YOUR REPLY? pen.
ONZ.T PAPES WORTS BSAJDZSO

Medicine Lake, Mont. 
Sept. 4, 1931.there no remedy to be expected 

other than that which must come 
from our united and determined 
efforts?”

Were I alone in calling your at
tention to this state of conditions 
I would indeed consider myself 
captious. But countless others cry 
out against the absolute indiffer
ence to their needs and the incom
parable inefficiency of an admin- 
instration which lacks not only the 
will to intelligent effort to relieve 
the present distress but contem- 
tuously asserts that “the people 
are more scared than hurt.” Such 
is the statement attributed to Sec
retary Hyde by the public press 
during his recent junketing in this 
part of the country; and since I 
have waited in vain for a scath
ing refutation of such a sinful 
slander from your eloquent lips, I 
am forced to the conclusion that 
you are, by inference, of the same 
heartless opinion.

Plentywood, Montana, 
September 9, 1931. 

His Excellency John E. Erickson, 
Governor of Montana.
State Capitol, Helena, Montana.

The Producers News, 
Gentlemen:

To facilitate matters I believe 
it would be more practical to furn
ish any advice in the form of a 
questionnaire. Your answers to 
the questions propounded will re
flect more clearly the extent to 
which you would lend your exalt
ed position toward effecting the 
relief so urgently needed. Further, 
the people who are now suffering j which produces imbecility and 
and are to suffer during the ap- bodily diseases through the cau»- 
proaching winter because of a Os of malnutrition, worriment and 
“scare” can make preparations enforced prostitution to the extent 
conditioned upon your attitude to- that your own health and welfare 
ward their emergency. might even be jeopardized if such

conditions are allowed to flourish 
in populous communities deprived 
of the first rudiments of mental 
and physical hygiene? If not let 
your voice be added to the swelling 
chorus in denunciation of the sys
tem and people which foster such 
dangers.

6. With domesticated live stock 
starving for want of feed, which 
is still available in abundance, do 
you believe that the government 
should take cognizance of the fact 
and furnish the cattle with suffi
cient to guard against their being 
reduced to the level of human be
ings?

Sir:
The most pressing question of 

the moment is that which relates» 
to the necessity of relieving the 
state of destitution which is inex
orably crushing the poverty-strick
en farmers and penniless workers 
of this great state of Montana.

I venture this formal statement 
to your excellency, motivated by 
the belief that you are not aware 
that the spectre of starvation dom
inates the miserable lives of some 
40,000 people instead of 8,000 
which you so glibly mention in 
your talks before the people who 
elected you governor.

In conjunction with many others 
1 have waited patiently for some 
»decisive move on your part which 
would tend in a measure to prove 
that you were honestly in sympa
thy with the many thousands who 
are suffering from dire distress.
And by sympathy I have in mind 
ihat tangible brand productive of 
alleviating the unwarranted and 
appalling conditions which prevail 
at present.

You have visited this part of 
Montana for the purpose, ostensi
bly, of acquainting yourself with 
the conditions that beset the un
fortunate farmers and the unem
ployed working class. While hero
you have been credited with having luctantly, I admit), to give ear to 

•offered suggestions of relief that the counsel of some individual out- 
were as dry as the autumn leaves side of the sanctuary of politics, 
and barren as the soil of this por- who also felt deeply interested in 
tien of the state. You have been the solution of the problem at 
credited wit hthe suggestion that hand. I tender my services here 
the Ladies Aid Society’ of Plenty- in all good faith and wholly free 
wood raise money by some means from th eslightest design of dim
other than stealth or highway rob- ming the halo of patriarchial be- 
bery (though either way might be nevolence which encircles your no- 
commendable under the conditions) ble head. In accepting some ad- 
to relieve the needy, when the lo- vice you must not regard yourself 
cal bankers were preparing to as being subjected to even a smail 
snap a padlock on a charitable lit- degree of humiliation. You have 
tie nest egg which the aforesaid before you the shining example of 
benevolent society had in all sin- our enterprising engineer who, in 
cerity intended using in accordance spite of all the advisory commis- 
with. your wise wishes. You spoke sions surrounding him, has, never- 
■of selling bonds of some kind or theless succeeded in preserving hia 
another such as was done under identity, and is still gracefully re- 
the world war hysteria, when you ferred to as Presidnt of the Unit- 
must have well known that there ed States of America. This gentle- 
was not enough money to buy man, so it is said, has the happy 
bread or clothes for the children faculty of lavishing money in the 
of those who might have been in- matter of appointing commissions 
dined to take your advice serious- to investigate this, that, and the 
ly. You have been credited—or ac- other thing. And when he receiv- 
cused, rather, of suggesting that es their reports it is maliciously 
the worker sdonate a day’s wages rumored that he spends more mon- 
for charity (that perpetual infamy ey in the appointment of a super- 
of the ages) when men and wo- commission to ascertain how dili- 
men were practically ready to be- gently the lower order of commis- 
labor one another for the privi- sions have refrained from reveal- 
lege of securing a day’s employ- ing anything of practical value to 
ment by which to keep themselves him. 
clean of that ignoble charity you our president of the 
so shamelessly advocate. To sum complex, differs from you. While 
up, you have been accused of hav- he possesses the gift of spending 
in,f,.of.fere<1 s'10*1 * host of inane money freelv where it will do the 

v Palliatives that the oppressed least amount of good, you are re
masses are forced to ask them- puted to have the happy faculty

V J , ^ °J tightening the purse strings
“Is this the brand of wisdom bylfoanng that you might spend a 

which our state is directed? Is dime in the interest of the stary-

Now to help solve the distress
ing problems which confront us all, 
will you prove your adaptability 
answering without equivocation 
the following questions?

1. Every student of economics 
knows that the inequality of the 
distribution of wealth is the dom
inating cause of the many ills that 
upset our political equilibrium. 
They know also that 85 per cent 
of the wealth of this vast country 
is owned and controlled by three 
per cent of the exploiting capital
ists. Do you believe that a system 
of government which sanctions and 
upholds such flagrant exploitation 
of the seething masses is entitled 
to the respect of even a half-wit
ted American sovereign? Do you 
believe that all of the protective

*******
A PTER READING the fi^*l 

sections of the papers I **1 
know whether this 

going up or down economic#! 
speaking. One headline will f» 
that we have hit the bottom; » 
other wails that U. S. Steel!»I 
another nose dive and is oP^*1 
ing only at 31 per cent cap«w] 
that the New Haven passed tjA 
idend; the Chicago Daily

If the stocM 
the kidnapping trust sold wJ*| 
exchange we might expect, 
relief because this is the only v 
get-’em racket! at the non» 
Bootlegging is working on 

he said, “I stagger system; most of & 
really don’t know. Did I take it the thumb. But the kidnsPP
OU£?r” x . are doing fine. They are til®

You certainly did. You drove it them down hene in compand 
into town.” only drawback in this

That's very remarkable,” re- is the police. No sooner do“; 
plied the professor. “I remember kidnappers collect from d* 

that after I got out I turned Bm than the police coll«* 
round to thank the gentleman who the kidnappers. They 
had given me a lift, and wondered enough for gas. That’s all H
where he had gone.l” hell of a world.

Perhaps you might consider it 
presumptuous of me were I to of
fer you a few suggestions calcu
lated to extricate you from your 
present economic perplexity; and 
in doing so I fully realize that 
many great men like vourself are 
painfully jealous of their authori
tative wisdom. However, there 
are many eminent figures in his
tory who, when sensing the pauci
ty of their mental equipment to
grapple successfully with a dis- , , . . ,
tracting problem, were ready (re-Torces of entrenched capital should

be employed against the noble men 
and women who raise their voices 
in condemnation of such ruthless 
injustice? If not, will you have 
the honesty to denounce this sys
tem to the end that it shall be de
stroyed for ever? Will you raise 
your voice to the people of Mon
tana and the nation and urge them 
to overthrow an institution so de-

Yours for a successful League, 
—A SKINNED FARMER.re-

Be It Further Resolved, That a 
copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the Hon. J. E. Erickson, and a 
copy he sent to the state board of 
the Farmers Union, Montana divi
sion.

ditto and a oon.Thanks for the Ride
6. And last: Do you believe like 

the late Mr. Taft that man must 
not depend on himself for the bet
terment of his conditions, but must 
passively await the knowledge of 
some doubtful divinity to solve his 
worldly problems? In reference 
to this I have in mind the presence 
of the corpulent Mr. Taft when 
asked what a man was to do if, 
finding himself without work 
money, food or shelter, responsi
ble for the up-keep of a wife and 
children, and prevented by the 
damnable regulations of the capi-

“Where's the car. Dad?” asked
pro-the son of an absent-minded 

fe&sor.
itWhy, dear me,n

Gets Flying License
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