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Hideous Torture of 
Negro Workers on 

Southern Levees

War Preparations of 
Imperialists Scored 

By Conference of UFL

! are intent upon keeping the farmer enslaved to 
! the capitalist class and to its agriculture.

The capitalist class knows that if they can get 
' the farmers to follow the advice of the county 

agent from one year to the next, if they can get 
I the farmers to try out the schemes for increased 
i production that the county agent offers, then the 
I farmers will not organize, will not fight against 
: the immediate cause of their misery—outrageous 
j taxes and interest, high rail rates, foreclosure:,
! sales for taxes and evictions.

The capitalist class keeps these county agents 
; everlastingly at the task of misleading the farra- 
j ers from one attempt to another to increase their 
j income. While the conditions of the farmers bc- 
I come more desperate the county agents continue 

their task of keeping the farmers disorganized, or 
organized in some reactionary farm organization, 
which, as far as the farmers obtaining any relief 
is concerned, means keeping them disorganized.

The county agents are one of the staunchest 
supporters and advocates of the 4-H club work. 
In this work the same agents of the bankers try 
to mislead the children of the farmers just as they 
do the farmers themselves with their other activi
ties. They try to interest farmers children, and 
succeed in large part, in the raising of chickens, 
calves, goats and other farm products. They try 
to make of the farmers’ children the same slaves 
to the capitalist class, the bankers, the implement 
and fertilizer trust, and the railroads, as their 
fathers are. They want to bind on the farmer's’ 
children the same bonds of slavery and exploita
tion that is robbing their fathers of hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually. They want to pre
vent the farm youth from realizing that their 
place is with the militant advance guard of the 
farm masses, that their place is in the struggle 
against exploitation and robbery by the bankers.

This individual holding the job of County Agent 
is a direct tool of those who are interested in 
keeping the farmer in subjection and a source of 
wealth for the exploiters. These exploiters are 
Interested in keeping the farmers paying hundreds 
of millions in interest and in taxes. It is they 
who rob the farmers thru high freight rates and 
thru market monopolies. The job of the County 
Agent is to keep the farmers trying everlastingly 
to make enough to meet this robber demand.

And the farmers either directly or indirectly are 
paying for this vicious parasite. The increased 
militancy of the farmers is being directed in hun
dreds of counties against paying for this parasit
ism any longer. While the farmers are destitute, 
the tax gatherers demand a yearly tribute to keep 
lids parasite in good food, good clothes, and 
heavy mileage.

This parasite must be cleaned out of the county 
budget. The experience of the farmers of Sheri
dan County must be a lesson to all of us. The 
farmers of Sheridan County demand the elimina
tion of the office of County Agent first, because 
he is an enemy of the farmers and secondly the 
five thousand dollars annually that goes to main
tain his office could be spent to the advantage of 
the farmers and not in order to keep them en
slaved. The experience of the farmers of Sheri
dan county with the County Agent in connection 
with the feed loans were told in our two last is
sues. All over the country similar experiences 
have been met with.

In the Soviet Union the spreading of increased 
.cientific knowledge among the farm masses 
means increased benefits for the entire working 
population just as the benefits of Socialist 
gress in other industries go to all the workers.

In the United States scientific knowledge, 
spread by the County Agents, is a means for fur
ther enslaving the masses of small and middle far- 
mesr. Under a system of capitalist exploitation 
scientific progress tends to benefit the exploiters.

The lot of-^the masses under capitalism 
only be improved by struggle, by class struggle, 
by the struggle of the small and middle farmers 
in solidarity with the city workers, against the 

• robbers of all the toiling masses. In the struggle 
the farm masses against this exploitation the 

founty agent racket, as against all exploitation 
and oppression by the capitalist class, their mili
tant leader is the United Farmers League.

While the lot of the masses can be improved by 
forcing relief from the capitalist class, there is 
no security of existence for any of the toiling 
masses under capitalism, 
means crises and chaos, means exploitation and 

I robbery, means war on the masses and imperialist 
war.

Lenin Memorial 
Meets Planned

By UFL Locals
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Superior, Wis., Jan. 7.—Ac
cording to the reports received 
at the central office of the 
United Farmers League hund
reds of poverty-ridden farmers 
will participate in the Lenin 
memorial meetings that will be 
held Jan. 21st throughout the 
country. In upper Michigan, 
Northern Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and the Dakotas, scores of Len
in Memorial meetings will be 
held.

In almost every community 
where the United 
League has organizations, Len
in Memorial meetings will be 
held January 21st to commem
orate the death anniversary of 
Comrade Lenin, one of the 
great working class leaders. It 
was under the leadership of 
Comrade Lenin the Bolshevik 
party of Russia was able to 
lead the workers and peasants 
successfully through the Octo
ber Revolution and establish 
the first workers’ and farmers' 
Government in the history of 
mankind. So it is no accident 
that the militant farmers are 
participating in the Lenin me
morial meetings with the pro
letariat of the cities.

The Lenin Memorial meet
ings are being organized by 
the Communist Party and the 
United Farmers League as 
well as other mass organiza
tions are participating in the 
organization of these meetings.
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St. Louis Conference of the United Farmers 
League Held December 20, 1931

geso(

Official paper of the City of Plentywaod, Mont.
The war department, acting 

thru Major General Lytle Brown, 
the chief of engineer, which de
partment is directly responsible 
for the hideous oppression of ne- 
gyo workers on the Mississippi 
levees has issued a statement de
nying the charges of brutality and 
robbery made. This statement, 
howeyer, is only an evasion and 
behind it we can see the admis
sion of the war department that 
the charges made are true. We 
print below the complete summary 
of the charges made by the Amer
ican Federation of Labor. The 
charges were brought by the A. F. 
of L. not in order to change these 
terrible conditions but in order to

wages due him. He had 
14% days at $1.25 per davT^ 
hours each day and only L* 12 
$6 for all of his work **
Tef,\?ray’ near Vall*y h*

paid all the men at the rate 
per day for minimum of 12 1? 
Information conveyed to nl0U,,• 
us to believe that at lea8t u ^ 
were unmercifully bral ’ 
Roach s camp near Greer, 1* 
Mississippi, and run off thei ■ 
without any part of the m! *** 
due them. Seymour RichaJT* 
was badly beaten up by w* 
on the Roach job and carried?”

received his *
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Soviet Union. The aim of- the 
Wall Street rulers is to divide 
China and destroy the workers 
Soviet Republic. The capitalist 
propaganda machine has opened a 
new campaign against the Soviet 
Union to prepare for this plan be
ing carried cut.

We farmers declare we will not 
support another imperialist war. 
The workers thruout the world 
must be rallied to defeat the war 
plots of the imperialists. We 
pledge ourselves to defend the So
viet Union, the workers’ father- 
land from attack.

The capitalist nations of the 
world, led by United States imper
ialism, are arming themselves for 
another world war. The rivalries 
between the imperialist powers, 
the United States, England, Jap- 
and and France, are leading to an
other slaughter of the working 
class in the interests of the profits 
of the ruling class. All hypocrit
ical talk about disarmament and 
peace cannot cover up the fact 
that the danger of war threatens 
the workers of the world.

This danger is especially direct
ed against the workers Soviet Re
public, which has earned the un
dying hatred of the capitalist china! 
class and has won the devotion of 
the oppressed workers every
where.

The Japanese invasion ot Man
churia is only the latest move in 
the attempt of the imperialist na
tions to establish a united front 
and encircle the Soviet Union pre
paratory to an armed attack. The 
Japanese imperialists, with the 
support of the United States and 
France, have seized Manchuria played, and poverty stricken farm- 
and are now moving against the ers!

Hiiu-Farmers

ERIK BERT, Editor
HANS RASMUSSEN, Business Manager
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doctor. He never 
pay. Past

E. C. Dye only
give the war department a chance Hughes $2.50 per day 

to deny the conditions which had ment work in Bolivar 
become widely known in the south. Miss., and he was 

The chargea follow: ifrom 12 to 14 hours
“Conditions at Lake Providence, states that the 

East Carroll Parish, Louisiana Ar
ea—Prices charged at the

Stuport the Chinese workers and 
peasants struggle for a Soviet

Paid MosesCLEAN OUT THE COUNTY 
AGENT RACKET

0J1 govern.
count*

required to work 
per day. u,

men are m**.n cursed on the job. AccordL,! 
'om- -mr Information from the W 

missary operated by Sternberg themselves, the government i ** 
projects are as follows; 12r!b working men 12 hours p*>r day 
sack floiur 55 cents; 24-Ib sack of longer in the first contract 
flour 90 cents; salmon per small north 'of Greenville.

20 cents; peaches, common, ; government job. 
per can, 30 cents; cheap overalls,; “On the major portion of th 
per pair $2.60 (same were on sale river projects in the Greenvill " 
same day in private stores at ea the contractors establish 
$1.18,) and boiling pork, 35 cents missaries, where their employe« 
per pound. ?re compelled to purchase a mia-

“Employees are cither compelled imum of $4.50 per week out of 
to buy in those commissaries or th«ir meager wages. If .hey are 
lose ihelr jobs. Dozens of the 11 married they are charged A
employees state that it is com- ^wbltaiiÆ

additional ***£*™°™™ÿ pnces

charges to be added to their bills disputed they taken?!* Z 
and that their protests are dis re- whipped. Five cents per dav u 
garded and in no instance art charged for ice water used on tie 
these amounts corrected on their job during warm weather. Th*

are Dogged if they do not 
have the meals of their men folh 
on the works at meal time, acoml- 
ing to witnesses. ..Women lune 
been beaten because they disputed 
commissary account« according to 
testimony of other witnesses.

Some sample prices of commi*- 
sary prices in the Greenville are»

Drive the imperialist bandits out 
of China and all other colonies!

Demand the withdrawal of all 
traaps and warships from Nicar
agua!

Complete and unconditional in
dependence for the Philippines!

)Down with imperialist war pre
parations!

Not one cent for armaments!
All War funds for the unem-

Throughout the country the farmers are realiz
ing in ever greater numbers that the county agent 
racket is only a means to mislead the farmers 
and a soft parasitic berth for some insolent agent 
of the implement trust and the bankers, 
week the farmers of Sheridan County, Montana, 
under the leadership of the United Farmers 
League, demanded that the County Agent be fired 
and the office abolished. On the same day the 
farmers of Goodhue county, Minnesota, who are, 
organized into a taxpayers’ association, demanded 
that the County Board of Supervisors fire the 
Goodhue County Agricultural Agent.

One of the farmers of Goodhue County express- 
'«d the horrible inconsistency between the tasks 
that the County Agent is supposed to perform 
and the actual situation that the farmers of the 
country are faced with as a result of the crisis.

Henry Gerdes of Hay Creek Townsliip pointed 
this out:

Last
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OFFER 
MINNESOTA FARMERS SYMPATHY

KENTUCKY
for(Continued from Front Page) mon occurrence

The miners are refusing to give 
up their homes in many cases. In 
many others neighbors have told 
constables “We wont let you evict 
good union people.” But the oper
ators have been successful with 
running out of Lenarou, three 
men, for organizing the union. 
The operators are lining up their 
forces, using every means to force 
the miners back into the mines 
and back into slavery.

At Cary they have evicted mil
itants. But the miners have not 
been stopped. There can be no 
answer but strike, when working 
means receiving, like Mat Prague 
at Cary, one cent afte a month’s 
work. He earned $40.91 and the 
company charged $40.90 against 
him. One cent for a month’s 
work! The miners all over Ken-, 
tucky and Tennessee have answer
ed: STRIKE, STRIKE, SOLID. 
Until we win our demands in spite 
of evictions and other attacks of 
the operators. ;

Farmers of St. Louis County Will Answer Mockery by 
Mass Organization Under UFL Leadership

womenaccounts.
“The employees generally refer 

to these commissaries as “robis- 
aries” when among themselves.

Present employees who 
employed by the government three 
years ago state they received $3.50 
pr day for common labor and 
worked eight hours per day.

“Wages today on the Sternberg are. Four pounds of lard 75 cents; 
contracts range from $1.25 to $2 12-lb sack of flour "Scents; dry 
for a 12 hour day minimum for salt pork 20 cents per poiud and 
common labor, but in some in j sugar two pounds for 25 centg. 
stances only a part of the amount} “One was refused his pay be- 
due is paid. Such instances are j cause an old axle broke on a trat 
where Sternberg subcontracts his j tor which he was driving 12 hem 
work to several contractors who | per day for $1.25. He was told 
fail to pay their labor at the time 
of their discharge in full, but were 
paid at from 26 to 60 per cent of 
their wages, notwithstanding that 
many of them were receiving on
ly $1.26 for a 12rhour day.

“Sam Brown, laborer at $1.25 a 
The working class must not al- day for Sternberg’s sub-contract- 

low the miners to face the attacks or was required to work a full 
of the bosses against their strike month including Sundays for 12 
with only their militancy.

By RUDOLPH HARJU 
National Secretary, United Farm

ers League.

Driven by the force of the acute 
capitalist breakdown and particu
larly by the deepening agricultur
al crisis, the poverty-ridden farm
ers of St. Louis county, Minnesota 
staged a farmers hunger march to 
the county seat at Duluth Septem
ber 21 last, under the leadership 
of the United Farmers League 
and through their elected dele
gates presented certain specific 
demands for relief, 
farmers participated in the march 
and they were received by a mili
tant reception demonstration Of 
over 4,500 workers on the Court 
House Square. The board of coun
ty commissioners at that time re
ceived the delegation and arrange
ments were made to hold a joint 
conference the following Wednes
day, where the demands were to be 
gone over point by point, 
was done and the board of com
missioners “promised” to act upon 
the demands and to report their 
decisions to the county secretary 
of the United Farmers League. 
Commissiosuers Let Demands Lie 

Over Three Monthly
Now after almost three1" and a 

half months had passed the St. 
Louis
League delegate conference passed 
a resolution condemning the com
missioners for their inaction and 
elected a committee to go to the 
county board meeting. This was 
done. The committee insisted up
on an answer regarding the de
mands presented last Sept. 21st.

And now the county board of 
commissioners have been forced 
out of their silence. The county 
board has offered “sympathy” in
stead lof relief. The day after the 
United Farmers League delegation 
had been at the board meeting for 

1 the third time the local capitalist 
i press had this to say:

hunger of the thousands of St. 
Louis county poor farmers.
Answer of Farmers Is Organiza

tion.
The St. Louis County United 

Farmers League has had no illu
sions about the benevolence of the 
corrupt county officials. And for 
that reason a persistent organiza
tional campaign has been carried 
on since the Sept. 21st mass de
monstration.

“The County Agent tries ta tell me to 
raise more, bigger and better corn. The 
Farm Board tells me to plow down ev
ery other row. I have to pay taxes to 
support both of these inconsistencies.

were.9

9f

This inconsistency is the inconsistency of farm
ing under capitalism. For years and years the 
federal and state departments of agriculture have 
bèen telling the farmers about better seed and fer
tilizer, new methods of planting, new implements 
and machines,—all in order to raise larger crops 
an the same piece of land. They have handed te 
the farmers, to a degree, the results of the scien
tific research in agriculture.

Even before the present crisis the greatest part 
of this scienific research and advice handed out 
in tons of leaflets, pamphlets and books was a 
mockery of the conditions of the farmers. The 
vast majority of them could not take advantage 
of this research, crushed as they were by the ag
ricultural crisis which has lasted over a decade. 
Those who attempted it went into debt that much 
more.

But now after the county board 
has offered an expression of 
sympathy,” which is nothing more 
than a slap in the face of the poor 
farmers of St. Louis county, every 
ounce of energy must be put to 
organization work, 
of “sympathy” of the county board 
to the specific demands for tax 
exemption, stoppage of mortgage 
foreclosures and evictions, demand 
for cash relief for the needy, must 
be a clarion call to action for ev-

«

Over 1,200
that he would be charged with the 
axle. One man received 75 cent» 
a day for 12 hours toil and also 
was to receive 75 cents a day for 
the use of his mule, but was not 
even paid for the mule.

“A mechanic of 25 years’ exper
ience is paid only $2 per day for 
keeping up a large fleet of trac
tors and never gets all that is due 
Mm. A tractor turned over a«

The answer

pro-

This ery St. Louis county small farm
er. Our answer to the county 
“sympathies” must be increased 
militant activity.

hours each day. Wages due him 
Food, funds, clothing must bel was $26.30 plus $4.96, or a total 

sent at once. This must be the of $31,25 and was paid only $8 as 
answer of the workers and farm-}his month's wages, 
ers outside Kentucgy and Tennes
see to the attacks against their j common labor for $1.25 per day at 
fellow miners by the operators.!

Fill to the eaves the warehouse

one man and he was severely in
jured internally but he was die- 
charged without any damages « 

Ross Stephenson worked at even his pay.
This is the Hoover Hunger gov

ernment. TMs is the war depart* 
Lewis ment of Wall Street robbing work- 

Worly worked as foreman of a jers of their miserable wages, beat- 
gang at $1.50 per day for one j ing and cursing them if they even 
month at 12 hours per day and re-1 dispute the treatment and robbery 
ceived $10. ! to which they are subjected, flog-

Dan Green with five in family}ging women because they argue 
to support worked 12 hours per ! over the exorbitant prices charg* 
day for one month and received $9. led at the “robissarics” owned by 
Wesley Wilson worked one month I the government contractors, 
at $1.26 per day for 12 hours each Major General Brown, chief of 
day and received $10 for his wag- the engineers, openly stated that 
es. These cases are taken at ran- “no general action” will be takffl 
dom and many others could be because “no general misconduct 
listed where men were not paicLal’ exists. He then states that spe 
though their services were satis- cific cases will be taken up. 1_ 
factory in every respect. means that no cases will be tu®

Garland Maxwell was injured 
in the performance of his duties 
while assisting in drilling holes in 
an angle iron when a portion of 
the iron fell on his foot and caus
ed injuries that laid him up for 
four weeks, helpless and without 
any wages or compensation what
soever, although no charges of 
negligence were lodged against 
him. He was employed directly 
by the Sternberg firm. He was re
turned to work after his recovery 
and when he asked for an increase 
in salary or restoration 
wages he was arbitrarily discharg
ed and has not yet received the 
wages due him.

Lewis Steele, driver of a cat
erpillar tractor at Forrest Jones’ 
contractor’s camp was discharged 
and a full month’s pay, plus his 
held back weekly pay, was with
held from Mm and given notMng 
for his services on the ground 
that he burned a band on the ma
chine he was operating, although 
he states that he had informed the 
foreman of the necessity of re
pairs and greasing. He was told 
to go ahead and run her anyway.
He was working seven days per 
week at $2 per day for 12 hours 
each day .

Ed Williams on the Sternberg 
job was discharged and not paid a 
cent. He was told that the reas*

The present crisis has shattered tMs capitalist 
research, has shown its brazen mockery.

As Henry Gerdes points out, wMle the county 
agent has told them how to raise more crops the 
Farm Board has told them to plow under every 
third row. The Federal Farm Board demands that 
the southern share croppers and small land own
ers cut their cotton acreage next year under the 
threat of having the huge supplies of the Farm 
Board dumped on the market.

Thousands of St. Louis county 
small farmers must he rallied 
around the program of struggle 
of the United Farmers League. It 
is only through the mass pressure 
of the poverty-ridden farmers in 
alliance with the city workers that 
the capitalist politicians can be 
made to understand that the farm
ers mean business when they ask 
for relief and that they need some
thing more substantial than mere 
“sympathy.
Build the United Farmers League 

The St. Louis County United 
Farmers League must not fall 
back on the responsibilities that 
rests on its shoulders. It must 
prove to the small farmers thru 
persistent organizational activity 
that the United Farmers League is 
the only organization that fights 
for their interests. It must spare 
no efforts to rally thousands of 
farmers to fight in organized 
fashion for their class interests 
against those who exploit and 
swindle them. The St. Louis Coun
ty United Farmers League must 
show by its determination and 
militancy that it is capable of 
leading the small farmers in their 
struggles for relief. Our organi
zation now has an excellent oppor
tunity to show its desire to lead 
the struggles of the exploited of 
the countryside.

The United Farmers League St. 
Louis county conference laid out a 
program of action on the basis of 
struggle. The decisions must be 
carried out in every detail. Other- 

sym- wieg we shall not be able to take 
advantage of the opportunities to 
build our organization. Particu
larly the decision to penetrate into 
every township in the county must 
be carried out. If that is done 
the next time when the United 
Farmers League delegation will 
“visit” the county board of com
missioners, we will be able to have 
many thousands of farmers back
ing our demands instead of 1,200 

we had last September.
Reach Farm Masses Thru the Pro

ducers News.
com- The next few months must be 

months of intense organizational 
activity. And in connection with 
this must go the widest possible 
distribution of the Producers 
News. The Producers News must 
be made the means through /wMch 

shall be able to reach the farm 
masses. ..Too much emphasis can
not be put on this phase of our 
work. Last September we were 
able to mobilize 1,200 farmers to 
participate in the hunger march 
without any means of publicity to 
speak of, so now since we have oar 
weekly paper we should be able to

can
12 hours per day and received $10 
for his month’s wages.

at 145 Pine Street, Pineville, Ken
tucky.

SUPPORT! STRENGTHEN the 
MINERS’ STRIKE!

county United Farmers

The capitalist class thru its Farm Board tells 
the farmers that since millions are unemployed 
and hungry, since they have produced millions of 
bushels of wheat and hundreds of thousands of 
bales of cotton that cannot be sold to the 
ployed masses, they should cut their acreage. 
The Farm Board tells the farmers that the Hoover 
Hunger government has refused to give the mil
lions of unemployed relief and that the farmers 
should therefore destroy their crops.
Board tells the farmers that they should destroy 
the only cash crop they raise.

While there is this external

1» YEAR
M

(Continued from Front Page)
unem-

pressed opposition” to the bill. 
Not because he was opposed to 
the preparations for the attack on 
the Soviet Union or to the huge 
amounts that the capitalist class is 
spending on war preparations, but 
because the “psychology of such a 
bill is not good at this time.

He opposed the bill because it 
revealed to the American workers 
and farmers that the capitalist 
class which refuses to give them 
one cent for relief has millions to 
spend on war. 
pushing the naval program on a 
one year basis because the sum of 
money which the toiling masses 
would hear about would be about 
one tenth of that involved in the 
ten year program.

“I think the country would be 
for a one-year program or for 
one-tenth of the 10-year program 
contemplated in the bill,
Britten stated, adding that in Ms 
opinion the committee can more 
readily agree on a one-year pro
gram than on a 19-year program.

While they refuse to give one 
cent to the unemployed workers 
and the destitute farmers th cap
italist class is spending nearly 
$700,000,000 for war preparations 
during the coming year.

Demand that., these., funds., be 
turned over to. the., unemployed 
workers and destitute farmers as 
relief. Demonstrate on ..February 
4th for unemployment insurance 
and against the Hoover Hunger 
and war program.

For capitalism itself

The Farm Only under a workers and farmers government 
can the masses be assured of life. Only in a society 
organized and run by the masses can they bene
fit from scientific progress.

And without benefit. of stool-pigeon County 
Agents!

up.
T find that there is no €V1’ 

dence whatever to show that ant 
violence has been offered to any

contractors

44

yy
inconsistency be

tween the county agent and the Farm Board, they 
are in basic agreement—one with the other. Both

man by contractors or 
agents. The labor is working » 
its own free will and is under no 
compulsion as to labor or place 0 

living. In some cases labor a 
compelled to purchase from 
tractor’s commissary as a con 
tion of employment. The wag» 
of common labor are in some ca- 
es relatively low. The hour# 
labor in isolated cases are

‘The board this morning
adopted a resolution expressing 
sympathy with unemployed far
mers and workers of St. Louis 
county, which action followed 
hearing on a petition presented 

by the United Farmers League. 
The board pointed out that it 
was limited in its powers but 
that it would do all that is pos
sible to aid farmers and work-

44Independent Farmer” Transformed
Into Tenantry

Britten favored

GT.*
of Ms

reasonably long. r
WILL CORRECT SPECIFY 

CASES 
Since no general 

is developed by this invert«**^ 
general action will be tak ■ 

In certain specific cases 
gard the hours of work as uu 
onably long. I will dire 
they be shortened except » 
of grave emergency.

“ *1 consider it improper _ .
tractors to dispose of su s 
or supplies in their comm 
by means of forced sales 
and will direct that all 

be terminated at once. 
Specific action will 1* 

to correct specific cases 0 ^
doing whenever they are ÿ
ered. I have ample P°wer

By H. PURO
The rapid transformation of the 

former “independent farmer” into 
tenantry is taking place as the 
agrarian crisis deepens in conjunc
tion with general economic crisis 
of American capitalism. Even the 
Federal Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics is compelled to admit 
this fact in publishing the results 
of its nationwide survey.

The figures of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics reveal 
that forced sales of farms through 
financial default rose to 26.1 
farms per 1006, compared with 
20.8 in 1929-30. At the same time 
there was a marked decrease M 
voluntary sales of farms and an 
increase in the demand for farms 
to rent.

these so-called “voluntary” forced 
sales, we do not get full figures 
on the process of this transform
ation of independent farmers into 
tenantry. For we knew that tens, 
perhaps hundreds of thousands of 
farmers are allowed to stay on 
their farms just because the credi
tors of these farmers find that 
due to the declining value of 
farms, they are not able to realize 
enough money by forced sales. In 
many of these cases, farmers are 
allowed to remain and the credi
tors try to get whatever they can 
from the farmers. ___

state and federal gover’ments thru 
capitalist politicians who 
promised to take up their 
ances in the legislatures and in 
Congress. But their appeals and 
demands have been turned down 
every time, while the government 
has refunded billions of dollars in 
back tax payments to the big 
bankers and industrialists and has 
been busy increasing the railroad
rates, giving hundreds of millions P°wer£ul mass struggle against 
of dollars to the bankers in order £orecl°sures, evictions, against tax 
to enable them to tighten their burdens».for immediate relief and 
hold upon the toiling farmers inf0" confiscation of land of the big 
the form of loans. And wMle the land°wners. While the robbery 

TMs driving of the independent taxes of big barkers, corporations tbe caPi£alist class cannot be 
farmers from their lands is ac- and rich landowners have been st°PPed nnder the capitalist sys-
complished by the increasing rob- continually lowered, the taxes of ^em’ we bave witnessed in
bery of the toiling farmers by the the toiling farmers have gone con- cases £^at through organization
bankers, railroad companies, im- stantly upward. and mass struggle, the toiling far-

This means that 26.1 farms out plement companies; in the form of Nothing else can be exneot H mers ***** ^)€en ab*e to Prev€nt» at 
of every thousand went through usurious rents; high interest rates from the capitalist government D least ^mporarily, sheriff’s 
foreclosure, tax sale, sale in bank- on loans; exorbitant railroad iS the government that aTwav “l“8! theï „T*. al8p .. 
ruptcy or other loss of ownership, freights; high prices to farmers 1 guards the interests of the ^ p.e €d officials to halt tax collec-
It should be understood that these for the commodities they have to | talist class. It is the e v CaP^ ^ons and to 8ive temporary relief
figures include only those cases buy; manipulating the prices of that does everything to to destitute farmers,
where the sheriff has actually farmers’ products; added tax bur- capitalist class to rob and^18 ^ But tbe or8anization and strug-
conducted the forced sale. In ad- dens imposed on the 'ihoulders of the toiling masse- of worke1^? gle °* toilin£ farmers for their
dition to these, the so-called “vol- the toiling farmers by the County, farmers. immediate demands has a greater
untary” sales are actually, in a State and Federal Government, j qn.. value in that through these strug-
majority of cases, forced sales. What shall the fanners do in farmers ^s to01?56 • ^ toi!ing *les wil1 *am valuable 
Tliat is, a farmer whose position this situation? Capitalism is fore- to fight and st« ? emae‘J^» perience and strength which will
has become increasingly Impos- ing them, together with the work- robbery and onnwSL . ! S '"““pare th;m- ta alliM,ce with the

«hie, is compelled to dispose of ers, to carry the whole burden oflnizlng into the United «* prcpare f?r «>•Ms property whenever he sue- the economic crisis. Learnm j U ir? .1 armers struggle for the overthrow of the
ceeds in fimUng a buyer. For years the American farmers nizarion of toiW °Tft caPitalist system of robbery and

But even taking into account have appealed for assistance from ! toilers of the f fs’ th® exPloitation and replace it by the
tne land can put up aj workers and farmers government.

ers."

It took almost three and a halt 
months for the St. Louis county 
board of commissioners to 
resolution 
to the poverty-ridden farmers. 
They think that by offering 
paithy they are able to quench the

have miffcrd»rt
griev- << <<<yy Mr.

nopass a 
expressing sympathy” 14 f

yy

for co®*

es
U i

many u

as t yytMs.
The United States war 

ment which is pushing ^
preparations for the a a »jl
wirkers of the Soviet 
Soviet China, is ^ vfr
its inhuman exploitation
treatment bf the desti u 
workers on the levees ^ 

action of these n P 
themselves forces »-
machine to change

on he was not paid any of the 
wages due Mm was because he 
quit.

sales do many times better. But we can 
do that only by spreading our pa
per to the fullest possible extent. 
Especially at this time must the 
Producers News be made 
paper for the St. Louis county 
farmers who are ready and willing 
to struggle for their rights under 
the leadership of oar 
tion.

The St. Louis County United 
Farmers League appreciates the 
full significance of the situation 
and will accordingly intensify its 
activity by developing local strug
gles arising out of demands sub- 
mited to the county board, by

Johnny Young worked for 
Grady Wiley, subcontractor for 
Sternberg, contractor, and had Ms 
arm broken by a stump puller thru 
no negligence of Ms own, and he 
was not even paid anytMng for Ms 
injury and was not even paid the

<<

S0Ta mass

wort'
mass

work-we organiza- ers the
ex- war 

ing conditions.

BUILD THE FA«J-
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rolling hundreds of new members 
into our organization by develop
ing local leadership and last but 
not least by getting hundreds of 
new readers for the Producers 
News.en-

.


