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Farmers Hold Lines Against Trust
MUTANT FARMERS |BUNCER MARCH

BOLD OPEN OREGON IS® St 

IRRIGATION GATES

REPEL THE ATTACK! STRIKE SPREADS DESPITE 
DEPUTY ARMY RECRUITED 

TO BREAK PICKET LINES

Striking farmers!

The milk trust has launched a vicious attack 
to break the strike. Hundreds of deputies have been 
brought into the struggle by the capitalists in Iowa, 
and in Nebraska Governor Bryan has ordered 
deputizing of thugs to “preserve law and order.

We must repel this attack. We can best do this 
by spreading the strike, and by maintaining and ex
tending our picket lines.

The United Farmers League and its official 
organ The Producers News support the strike and 
stand ready to give it every aid. The United Farm
ers League is the organization for the militant farm
ers in their struggles for relief against all of the at
tacks of the rich, of the monopolies, of the sheriffs.

In order to strengthen and win the strike cer
tain immediate steps are necessary.

The picket lines must be maintained despita call 
the attempts to crush them by open and concealed 
opposition. We must hold them against the sheriffs 
and their deputies. We must hold them despite the 
advice of the Farmer-Labor and other misleaders 
that we should stay at home. Gaarenstrom, Farmer- 
Labor candidate for Congress in Minnesota has 
given up his “support.”.. This support is treachery. 
With his “support” he also advises us to stay at 
home, and not picket the highways. He is the very 
one who as head of the Rural Credits Bureau has 
thrown thousands of farmers off of their farms. In 
Minnesota he is trying to win leadership among the 
farmers who are determined to struggle. Others 
like him, “progressives,” will try to win leadership 
elsewhere in the strike. They must be thrown out 
of the strike for that they are—traitors.

Among the workers, in the cities around which
(Continued on Last Page)

St. Louis County Organizer 
Reports Lagging In Work 

While Crisis Deepens
» »

IE LEADS FIGHT ANDERSON TOUR 
THRU MESABA 
RANGE TO START STRIKING I TEAR GAS ATTACK

FARMERS

TO MARCH IN SEPT. OMAHA IS PICKETEDWater Refused by Board of 
Directors; Farmers Could 

Not Pay Charges
Virginia, Minn., Aug. 20.— 

Comrade J. W. Anderson, Com
munist candidate for Congress 
in the Mesaba Range 
tion will start out next week 
an extensive campaign tour. 
The meetings scheduled for 
Comrade Anderson are as fol
lows:

August 28, Hibbipg, 7:30 p. 
m., with Mary Himoff, Y. C. L. 
member, Market Square.

August 30, Chisholm, 8:30 p. 
m., at O’Niel Park.

September 2, Eveleth, 7:30 p. 
m., front of Bank Bldg.

September 6, Virginia, 7:30 p. 
m. corner of Mesaba and Chest
nut.

March Will Include Work- Deputize Army of 5,000 if 
Necessary to Break Strike 

Says Sheriff

Sheriff Has Gun Removed 
by Farmers After He 

Takes Single Shot

ers, Farmers In Mesaba 
Range' Secti

sec-

FACED DISASTER on on The Producers News, the of
ficial organ of the United Farm
ers League is the only organ 
which supports your militant 
struggle against the milk trust.

As your organ you must have 
your stories about the strike— 
not the stories of reporters for 
the capitalist — milk trust — 
press.

Virginia, Minn., August 16.— 
The United Farmers League board 
at its meeting held on August 12, 
laid down plans to intensify the 
organizational work of the United 

I Farmers League, amongst the poor 
farmers of St. Louis county. The 
St. Louis county organizer report
ed that since the last board meet
ing was held, the United Farmers 
League of St. Lcuis county has 
not been making as much head* 
way in organizing the poor farm
ers to struggle for relief, and for 
tax exemption, against evictions, 
etc., as the present economic de* 
pression demands of the United
Farmers League, that it is neces
sary that an intensive campaign
be launched to build the United
Farmers League, and that the U. 
F. L. must always develop new 
methods of struggle so that more 
members can be gotten into the 
U. F. L.

IntT. Labor Defense and 
Unemployed Council Aid 

Farmers In Struggle

U. S. GOVT. THREAT SUGGESTS MURDER

Report Sioux City Assoc. 
Has Settled on Basis 

Below Demands

Farmer- -Labor Misleaders 
Try to Get Control of 

Strike to Smash itPortland, Ore., August 15.— 
Under the militant leadership of 
the Unemployed Council and of 
the United Farmers League the 
poor farmers on the Central Irri
gation Project have prevented the 
board of directors from depriv
ing them of irrigation water. They 
have kept open the flood gates by 
militant mass action.

Starting on August 1 in Des
chutes county, Oregon, the poor 
farmers faced a serious problem. 
They had been forced to mortgage 
about everything they had to get 
the first payment and get the ir* 
rigation water on the land. The 
second payment came due Aug. 1 
aid a large number were unable 
to pay at this time and the board 
of directors ordered the head gate 
shut on all who had not paid. Such 
a proceeding would mean disaster 
and lx>ss of their crops.

«

Consult Bend Unemployed 
Council

The Unemployed Council in 
Bend, Ore. Vas consulted by sev
eral farmers as to what to do. 
The organizer of the Bend Unem
ployed Council and one of the 
farmers, J. W. Peterson, went to 
Portland for further advice and, 
after consulting the International 
Labor Defense and their attorney, 
Irvin Goodman, as to what sup
port they could expect, they went 
back to Deschutes county accom
panied by W .C. Webber of the 
Portland Unemployed Council.

A meeting of farmers was called 
at Pleasant Ridge, Monday, Aug.

At that meeting the program 
«f the United Farmers League 
w&s put forth by Comrade Web" 
kr, in connection with the con
ditions of the poor farmers and 
the action that would win. He 
pointed out only the closest co-op
eration between the workers and 
the poor farmers can prevent en
croachments of the capitalist class 
on the fundamental rights of the 
vwkers and farmers.

Sénd in your stories of the 
strike NOW.

Spread The Producers News 
among the striking farmers. In 
order to get the News to the 
farmers we have art a special 
rate of $1 a hundred far the 
strike area. Send in yodu* bundle 
orders NOW.

Send for special subscription
cards—six weeks of The Pror
dutters News for 25c.

Send your stories air mail.

Three hundred Nebraska 
farmers, acting in solidarity 
with the striking farmers of 
Sioux City, Iowa, halted a 
livestock train near Emer
son, Nebr., Monday night, 
August 21. They uncoupled 
the train but did not release 
any of the stock. The train 
crew left the train and went 
to Naoora, Nebr., from where they 
returned later and took the train 
int» Sioux City.

With the militancy of the 
striking farmers winning 
new recruits to the struggle 
the milk trust is attempting 
to break the strike of the 
Iowa dairy farmers with use 
of an army of gun thugs 
deputized to crush the farm
ers. Sheriff Lainson has al
ready 73 thugs armed with 
clubs and guns with which 
he has threatened to smash 
the picket lines around 
Omaha. He has threatened 
to “run every picket out ol 
Pottawatomie county.

The farmers are more de
termined now than ever to 
stand their ground, hold the 
picket lines, despite the 
threats and attacks of the 
milk trust thugs, and to win 
higher prices from the milk trust. 
They have succeeded in stopping 
all trucking to Omaha and have 
won substantial support among 
the farmers of Nebraska across 
the line. Not a single truck reach
ed Omaha on Wednesday after 9 
a. m.

September 9, Aurora, 7:30 p. 
m., Main Street.

September 16, Keewatin, 7:30 
p. m., Main street and Naswauk 
at 8 p. m. on Main street.

September 19, Bovey, 7:30 p. 

Main street and Grand 
Rapids 8 p. m. on Main street.
m.,

Sen. F. J. Fishbeck 
Named Republican 
State Committeeman

Busted Banker 

Heads Sheridan 

Co. Democrats

Hunger March Set for Sept.
The militant struggle which the 

farmers of Sioux City have been 
putting up has roused the farmers 
in other parts of the state. Around 
Omaha, second largest meat pack
ing center of the country, farmers

The United Farmers League 
board laid down concrete tasks to 
build the U. F. L. Plans were

» »laid to start an intensive campaign 
to organize the farmers of St. 
Louis county for the tax strike. 
The heavy tax burden is the big
gest issue facing the farmers of 
St. Louis county. A farmers and 
workers Hunger March was plan
ned to take place in the latter part 
of September. This Hunger March 
will be directed to the office of 
the Sixth District Commissioner in 
Virginia, Minn., Dan McKenzie. 
The United Farmers League board 
came to the conclusion to organize 
the Hunger March because when

. , . . ., . .. . Collins-Pot k-Bennett Clique Lose Out
have begun placing picket lines in » « ... » . A . ..order to prevent the shipment of * topuWlCiU County Organization
hogs, cattle, or sheep into the city. —Old Barque “Economy League"

is Floundering.
James W. Ford, Communist 

Vice-Presidential Candidate 
Will Speak at Plentywood

Great Crowd Will Attend

On Monday, Aug. 15, the pre
cinct committeemen of the Demo
cratic party met in some secure 
lair in Plentywood and organized 
for the ensuing campaign by elect
ing S. C. Faaborg, loan shark 
collector and broken banker of 
Medicine Lake, chairman of the 
county committee and P. G. Ne
ville, farm machinery dealer and 
collector of Plentywood as secre
tary-treasurer. Neville is the man 
who as the representative of the,
Dooley Implement company seized1 committee after committee, elected 
Hoi Johnson's wife’s cattle last separately from the different lo- 
fall, which the U. F. L. forced 
him to turn back. Then these 
three or four committeement pro
ceeded to elect old J. W. McKee, 
formerly the cashier of the old de
funct and looted First National 
bank, loan shark, loan agent, and 
rent and bad debt collector of 
Plentywood as state committeeman 
for Sheridan county, which means 
that when Roosevelt is President,
J. W. McKee will dole out the 
patronage—the post offices and 
such like—in Sheridan county.

Threaten Use of Trnop« Against 
Strikers

In order to break the strike of 
the farmers deputy sheriffs are 
accompanying trucks thru the 
picket lines. One truck was bomb* 
barded on Tuesday with sticks by 
farmers as it Went font the lines.

At the Republican county pre
cinct committee meeting held in 
Plentywood Monday evening of 
last week, Sen. F, J. Fishbeck of 
this city was elected state commit
teeman. Nels W, Markuson of 
Medicine Lake was elected chair
man and H. O .Stenehjem of 
Plentywood secretary, in the or
ganization of the Republican par
ty for the ensuing campaign. The 

eral troops against the strikers. The attendance of committeemen 
The excuse under which the milk j was not large, 
trust will try to have federal In the organization of the party 
troops brought into the strike is for the county, the Collins-Polk* 
that by picketing the farmers have Bennett clique was entirely ig

nored entirely, not one of the out
fit getting a place in the organi
zation, the Fishbeck-French com
bination took complete control of 
the party. This is the second step 
in the fight that Sen. Fishbeck and 
Commissioner French is leading on 
the “old corrupt” Collins-Polk- 
Bennett gang that put the greased 
board under the candidacy of 
Frank French for nomination on 
the Republican party and Sen. 
Fishbeck,
horse, for clerk of district court, 
when the outfits under the label 
of “Economy League” nominated 
Carl and Dolly Peterson for that 
office.

Assistant United States District 
Attorney C. Epperwon of Omaha, 
has threatened the use of the fed*

calities at mass meetings had gone 
to ask for work arid relief, in most 
cases the answer of the commis
sioner had been nice hypocritical 
promises to the demands of the 
farmers, 
sary that 
Hunger March of the farmers and 
workers of the entire Mesaba 
Range who are in the Sixth Com
missioner's district to make the 
Commissioner act upon the de* 
mands of the workers and farm* 

These plans of the board 
will be finally endorsed by a 
United Front conference that the 
U. F. L, board decided to call for 
Sunday, Sept. 11 at the Mesaba 
park, starting at 10 a. m.

Tear Gas Used Against Farmen
Sheriff Laison has boasted that 

he will recruit an army of 6,000 
if necessary. This army will be 
used to force the farmers to accept 
the miserable prices of the milk 
trust, Without a murmer. Laison 
has armed his gunmen with tear

James W. Ford, famous Negro Labor Leader, 
distinguished world war veteran, Negro leader, and 
internationally known orator, candidate for vice- 
president on the Communist ticket, the party of the 
workers and farmers, will speak at the Fanner- 
Labor Temple at Plentywood, on Labor Day, Mon
day, September 5, at 2 p. m.

Ford will speak on the election program of the 
Communist Party. Charles £. Taylor, Communist 
candidate for the state legislature will preside. All 
of the Communist candidates for county office from 
Roosevelt and Sheridan county, will be present and 
on the platform.

The Pioneers from northwestern North Dakota 
and northeastern Montana will sing. There will be 
a dance in the evening.

Candidate Ford was in Washington, D. C, 
speaking when the battle of Washington occurred. 
Hoover had him arrested on a framed up charge on 
which he was forced to turn him loose. Ford was 
an eye witness of the attack upon the world war 
veterans when several were murdered because they 
were hungry and wanted their back pay called the 
bonus—he will tell about it at the Labor Day meet
ing and Communist rally

Everybody in this section of the nation will 
want to hear James W. Ford. It is a compliment to 
the Communist forces of Sheridan county that this 
distinguished speaker has been dated at Plentywood 
for Labor Day, after Foster was dated here in June. 
Ford does not speak in North or South Dakota at all, 
but at Plentywood, on Sept. 5, Great Falls on Thurs
day, Sept 8, and at Butte, Friday, Sept. 9. These 
presidential and vice presidential candidates are 
the only such exalted candidates that ever ap
peared in Sheridan county. Ford is an eloquent 
orator and fighter for the down-trodden white and 
black workers; he is a man who will go down in 
history as one of the big men of the age—one of the 
most distinguished Negroes of any age. Every
body will want to hear this world renowned Negro 
orator and courageous leader of the working class.

The farmers of Sheridan county are going to 
Labor Day—they are going to make solidarity with 
the workers on this holiday, so plan on coming to 
Plentywood, Monday, September 5.

It is absolutely neces* 
we organize one big “entered a conspiracy in restraint 

of interstate commerce, 
farmers may also be charged with 
operating a combination in re
straint of interstate commerce.

The

gas.
The gas has already been brot 

into use. Farmers who were 
picketing the roads around Omaha 
have been attacked with tear gas 
bombs.

Two Arrests Made
In Boone, Iowa, Truman Cald

well and A. L. Flickinger, farm
ers, have been arrested, charged 
with “malicious destruction of pro
duce” because they alleg ed ly 
dumped 230 gallons of cream from 
a truck.

The tools of the milk trust, the 
sheriffs, with the aid of the cap
italist press are trying to break 
the militant picket lines of the 
striking farmers. Striking farm
ers in Logan, Council Bluffs, and 
Missouri Valley, all in the west
ern part of Iowa have been threat
ened by the sheriffs with the peni
tentiary for militant picketing. 
Blockading a highway, telling a 
truck driver to return from where 
he came, are not peaceful picket
ing according to the sheriff agents 
of the milk trust.

The Producers NeWs represen
tative was unable to find out when 
the committee men, or how many 
there were at the meeting. The 
county committee has the power to 
fill the Democratic ticket, with 
candidates if it so wishes, hut the 
Producers News was unable to find 
out what the party planned to do 
in that regard. Some say it will 
be done, and others say McKee 
and Jack Bennett have arrange* 
ment made that the Democrats 
will support the ‘Economy League’ 
clique candidates on the Republican 
ticket in exchange for votes for 
Roosevelt and Erickson on the 
Democratic ticket. Some say that 
Oscar Collins “set in” in an ad
visory capacity at the donkey 
meet. Whether L. S. Olson was 
in the convention could not be 
learned.
The selection of the broken bank

er and loan sharks as managers 
and leaders of the Democratic par
ty in Sheridan county is in line 
with general policies of the Demo
cratic party every where—broken 
bankers symbolize that party.

ers.

Should Open Head Gates
He advised all farmers who had 

their water cut off to open the 
head gates at once and if the 
hitch riders close them to reopen 
and keep them open. In case of 
vrest, even if caught in the act 
Plead not guilty and demand a 
trial by jury. The International 
Labor Defense pledged full sup
port in the figrt an dthe workers 
would back up the poor farmers 
ln their fight for water.

tty an almost unaminous vote 
®e plan was adopted and a check- 
UP at noon Tuesday indicated that 

less than 95 per cent had car* 
rteh out the plan. The militant 
«etion and show of solidarity 
““ri* down and

The spread of the strike to Ne
braska has brought the state ad
ministration out for armed oppo
sition to the farmers. Governor 
Bryan has ordered all sheriffs to 
deputize as many thugs as nec* 

The fight, the old guards say, essary to break the strike, which 
will be to the bitter finish, and It« calls “upholding the law.” 
tho the Collins-Polk-Bennett clique 
nominated Polk's man Olson for 
commissioner on the Republican 
ticket, and Carl and Dolly, and tho 
they won the first round, they lost 
heavily in the second when the Re
publican County Committee 
organized; the third “yolt 
Clerk and Recorder Madsen used 
to say, was handed the clique 
when commissioners French and 
Hansen cancelled Handsome Harry 
Polk’s printing contract for braz
enly violating the laws of the state 

Enthusiastic picketing at Omaha, . Montana by having the county 
Spencer and Harwarden, Iowa, has printing done outside of the state

m his scab shop at Wilhston, N. been reported. Following a meet j D It is reported that French and
mg of the Farmers Holiday Asso- Fishbeck have blood in their eyes 
dation near Marcus, a group of and insinuations are that Postmas- 
farmers announced that they would 
parade to Cherokee in a body. On 
Monday these fanners paraded 
thru Cherokee, O'Brien, and Sioux 
counties.

old Republican war

Call for Delegates to Conference 
The United Farmers League 

board calls upon all the workers 
and farmers organizations in St. 
Louis county such as the U. P. L.] 
locals, Co-ops., S. T. Y. Womens 
clubs, Young Communist League, 
Unemployed Councils, and the in
dependent' clubs, Farm Bureau 
clubs, etc., to elect delegates to 
the conference. The membership 
of these organizations must de
mand from the leadership of these 
organizations that delegate* be 
elected. The U. F. L. board asks 
all these organizations to discuss 
the tax strike and the Hunger 
March and any other problem that 
they would like to take up at the 
conference and that a vote be 
taken upon all these matters ^ by 
the membership and the dedaion* 
will be brought to the United 
Front conference by the delegates 
to the conference, take these pro
blem* up at your next meeting. 
Build the United Farmers League.

REINO TANTTILA, 
Organizer.

Leaders Betray
The Milk Producers association 

is trying to betray the strikers. 
The leaders of foe association 
have reached an agreement with 
the distributors—with foe milk 
trust—which is a betrayal of foe 
demands of the farmers. The 
farmers have refused to accept 
this agreement and have continued 
their picketing. The Association 
leaders have now showed their 
true face—as agents of the milk 
trust—by appealing to the attor
ney general to protect milk trucks 
by foe use of the militia.

Sheriff Laison has openly 
dered his deputies to proceed with 
brutality against farmers whom he 
calls “hoodlums.” “I don't want 
any of you boys to get hurt,” he 
told his deputies. “What happens 
to the other fellow doesn’t matter 
ao much,” This is an order to his 
gunmen to beat up and if need be 
murder the farmers’ leaders In or
der to break the strike.

1

was
as

won
the latest re

ports indicate that all gates 
now °Pen and staying open.

Farmers’ Ranks Solidare

Fourteen Sign to Join UFL 
The fanners realize that foe 

x tempt t,0 them was due to
titfr lack °f or8a*rt**tion. A pe- • j. w. McKee, it will be remem- 

on pledging support to the U. bered, is foe man that put Gust 
. was signed by 14 at the Olson of Dooley i n the insane 

niening without any literature and asylum and made away With his 
SU1C€ Hien many farmers are ask- property; he also is famous for 
ln? for information on how to or- having swindled a number of 
garble a lea true Catholic priests by inviting them

The snirit ow.* il . to deposit their savings in his bank
ers anri i mong the poor farm* un(jer promise of Ponzi interest 
is* . wo,rkers of Bend, Oregon rate?—they did not get rates or
^ high and the water vie* savings ____ _

• *las S*Ven them the necessary News has several letters from the
Widence and there is no reason priests asking information about 
h>’ the United Farmers League him in contemplation of filing 

70uld not be organized in Des- charges against him for using the 
chutes countv ‘ United States mail to defraud.
_ ________________ After the McKee boat went on foe
Meadowhrrv^L M:__  rocks—the depositors never got a

ttc?0* ”^mn* cent after foe receiver got thru
UFL Meets Aug. 31 with it, he got in touch with aD-

w   sentee land owners who had got-
«eadowbrock, Minn., Aug. 19.— ten farms in Sheridan county by 

y— p ne*t meeting of the United foreclosures and made arrange-
'ermers League will be held at ments to act as their agents, co*

A ^eadowbrook hall on August 31 lect rents* V&Y. taxes, etc., for
p. m ah# August 81, them on commigsi0n. There are
aŸ many reports of dissatisfied land 

e mvited to take part in own«rs who got into McKee tenta- 
°*etln*- des, who complained that their

ter Bennett, may in the course of 
events be moving back to the old 
“boss ranch” at Redstone.

The fight is a merry one and ye 
old borque “Economy League” is 
floundering in foe fray, and Oscar 
Collins the flying skipper is not 
setting so pretty as he foot—for 
it is said that Medidne Lake will 
not? deliver for Hans Madsen for 
sheriff in the future as it has m 
the past, which may easily mean 
that Oscar will not be undersheriff 
according to plans. Harry Polk, 
the boats’n in out now on the 
printing contract, and Jack Ben
nett, the coxs’n may see his meal 
ticket evaporate before foe hurley- 
burly’s done.

or-

On Monday August 22 a group 
of about 200 farmers stopped a 
live stock freight train bound for 
loWa. The train was later per
mitted to proceed on its way. At 
Jefferson, S. D. 60 farmers placed 
torpedoes on the tracks Monday 
and stopped a passenger train 
bound for Sioux City, Iowa, which 
lies ten miles east of Jefferson. 
Baggagemen dosed the doors of 
foe milk cars and the farmers did 
not attempt to open them. After 
the train had been detained for 
five minutes it was allowed to 
proceed. The stopping of these 
trains is the first time this' has 
been attempted in the present 
■trike. The farmers have up until 

(Continued on Pwgv Two)
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The Producersback.
share remitted by the slick broken 
banker, was fairly meagre. Jack 
McKee, it will be recalled Was in
volved with Oscar Collins in ‘ cas
tor oil episode” when they tried to 
beat a homesteader out of his crop 
by a court order racket .and had 
hard luck, that is Oscar did.

Broken Banker Faaborg was 
mixed up with the bunch of paper 
stolen from the old Farmers State 
bank of Medicine Lake, as part of 
the proceeds of the looting of the 
depositors of that bank.

The Democratic party is all set 
for a voyage with McKee and 
Faaborg at the helm.

Misleaders Refuse Workers’ Aid
The capitalist press reports 

Clinton P. Savery, one of the 
called leaders of foe strike, as re
fusing the aid of workers in foe 
city to the farmers in their strike. 
He has folloWed the cue given by 
the sheriff and says that he wants 
no “violence” in foe strike. This 
is in preparation ftor

so-

Notice Comertown Farmers

There will be a United Farmers 
League meeting at foe school 
house auditorium Saturday, Sept. 
3. Everybody invited. Important 
business concerning farmers and 
good program. GEO. REBO, Sec.

a more open 
betrayal by these leaders when foe 
sheriffs milk trust deputies at
tack again.

8
daily

The farmers’ real 
(Continued on Page Two)
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