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Soil Erosion a National Responsifek''' 
Fanners Cannot Bear the Cost

CUNHA REPEATS DISCREDITED SLANDER i SEED CRAW 
AGAINST MOONEY-LOSES TEMPER, SAYS 
MOONEY A MADMAN AND DYNAMITER

W(Continued from page one)

The farmers in the county, it 
developed from the discussions, are 
being given the usual merry run
around from one set-up to another 
with no results, Air, Horgaii is un
able to provide seed for any 
relief. Mr. Sprague can’t pro
vide it at all. And thus the days 
go by and seeding time which is 
late approaches.

More and more the policy of tne 
government to prohibit the desti
tute farmer from producing by 
refusing seed loans becomes ap
parent. First the President vetoes 
the seed loan appropriation passed 
by congress under a very flimsy 
excuse, with the promise that the 
money for seed would come from 
the relief money, and that 30 mil
lion had been set aside for that 
purpose. But in spite of promises 
none of this money is available 
yet, and the Seed Loan Admini-
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Recent floods and dust storms, 
inflicting widespread damage and 
causing many deaths, shcfa that 
the government must change its 
erosion policy and bear the cost 
instead of leaving the job to the 
farmers, according to an article in 
the April number of “Facts for 
Farmers”, published by Farm Re
search.

The 141 demonstration projects 
set up by the government to teach 
the farmers how erosion can be 
controlled show that the farmers 
cannot bear the cost. Partial 
costs on these projects average 
$6.67 per acre; in Duck Creek, 
Texas, the cost amounted to $11.18 
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MA

siuw worse and J* stoîï 
food supply wiU b d t e C

onthroughout the Mooney trial with 
William McNevin, foreman of the 
jury, or even that he knew him 
before the trial. He read the en
tire account of the selection of the 
jury from the court records, 
though all Denton’s testimony 
(Denton was MacNevin’s brother- 
in-law; MacNevin himself is now 
dead) about the corrupt connection 
between the foreman and the 
prosecuting attorney could very 
well have been valid no matter 
what formalities were gone thru 
on the surface in choosing the 
jury. Cunha denied not only Den
ton’s evidence, but also that of 
Zindars relating to the same mat
ter, as well as the connection be
tween Vincent Riccardi and Groome 
(Judge Griffin’s clerk) in the mat
ter of jury corruption. Finally, in 
denying that the Edeaus had ever 
said they “were at Steuart and Mar
ket Streets, he even contradicted 
the former testimony of Goff. As 
a sample of a “Cunhaism” (a com
modity he said did not exist), may 
be evidenced his own account of a 
dispute with Mooney’s attorney, 
Thomas O’Connor, over the 
Edeaus. “You tried to stampede 
the Edeau women,” he told O’Con
nor, referring to the visit of de
fense attorneys, with Officer 
Smith and Fremont Older, to the 
Edeaus’ home in Oakland after 
publication of the Oxman-Rigall 
letters. “You raised a big hulla
baloo. And Mrs. Edeau stuck a 
gun against your big, fat belly.” 
Apparently he liked this phrase, 
for he repeated it three times. On 
this amiable note the week’s ses
sions ended. Cleary announced on 
Monday Cunha would read his en
tire opening statement at the Moo
ney trial—and this also is to be 
permitted “to show his state of 
mind”!

Th«
BY MIRIAM DE FORD

All of the week of March 16th 
was consumed in a continuation ct 
Cunha’s direct examination, and 
when the sessions ended on Friday 
it was not over yet. Cunha was 
allowed by the referee to get away 
with anything he wished, includ
ing speeches revealing his fanat
ical hatred of radicals and his un
governable prejudice against Moo
ney personally. At the same time 
he blandly denied the testimony of 
all the Witnesses—McDonald, C. A. 
Griffin, Denton, Fitch, McKenzie— 
who had geven direct evidence 
against him. Again he accused 
Mooney of being “a madman, who, 
overcome by his own importance, 

going to put over this revo
lution by dynamite.” He said 
Mooney “was proud of his dyna
miting career,” and that in effect 
he had “pleaded guilty, because he 
couldn’t bare his breast before the 
jury.” The ease with which Cunha 
loses his temper was evidenced 
when he accused Finerty of “mak
ing speeches for the newspapers,” 
and called it “cheap shanty Irish 
stuff.” The next day, belatedly 
and grudgingly, he apologized.

He quoted Oxman as saying that 
he “didn’t know there was a re
ward offered” (I), and asserted 
that he never went farther in in
fluencing McDonald than to tell 
him that “just because he was 
down and out was no reason he 
shouldn’t have character, and they 
were depending on him”!

Then Cunha went on to tell of 
the search of Billings’ and Nolan’s 
homes, the seizure of letters and 
documents from Mrs. Hammer- 
berg’s, and interviews with the 
sheriff—or his son—in Martinez. 
He repeated all the false accusa
tions about Mooney’s possession of 
“a Maxim silencer, a gun with an 
aluminum finish,” etc.—actually 
stuff planted by Martin Swanson 
in Mooney’s boat. All this he was 
permitted to set forth on the 
ground either that it referred to 
his conversation *with John Fitch 
or that it went to show his stale 
of mind and his reasons” for sus
pecting Mooney and Billings. (The 
inference being that there was no 
reason to frame them, since they 
were legitimate suspects in Fick- 
ert’s and Cunha’s eyes).

Then began long, dreary days of 
entering into the record dozens of 
letters from Mooney’s files. Most 
of these were routine business let
ters, many of them having no pos
sible connection with tne case. 
They referred to organization of 
the Iron Foundry Workers Educa
tional League, the International 
Workers Defense League, The 
Blast, and the U.R.R. strike, and 
there was, naturally, nothing in
criminating or illegal in any of 
them. Cunha remarked that he 
remembered “only the strong let
ters—such as those saying that 
Mooney belonged to the Socialist 
Party”- He had marked faith red 
pencil every reference to “Reds,” 
“the Revolution,” or “Socialists,” 
and persisted in interpreting every 
allusion to direct action (strikes, 
etc.) as a threat of dynamiting 
and violence. He was even allowed 
to read, out of their context, long 
excerpts from articles and edi
torials in The Blast, the Anarchist 
paper published by Alexander 
Berkman in 1916. Incidentally, all 
this material had been marked on 
the back in Swanson’s handwriting 
and Cunha had to acknowledge 
that Swanson was “always around” 
and that he had got a lot of his 
“information” from the ex-P. G. 
and E. detective.

When the week ended, Cunha 
was deep in talking himself out of 
charges that he had been in touch
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COST

Over in Lake count, pftu 
county seat, court ftJW 
say, a court house Z 3 

completed for a total S 
010. The building i 
and includes space foÄ? 

ces, judge, courtroom,
U. S. Relief office. Thel* 

tion is face brick with cM 

trim, vacuum steam heat 
floor, except for vaults 
room and jail, which 
forced concrete.

General contract cost 1% 
plumbing and heating, A 
architect and supervision,
The building was completed in( 
tober under the WPA program 
has been occupied since Note 
her 1.

The court house promoters 
that under the grant system Sh 
dan county faould have to pay 
fifty-five per cent of the cost 
the building providing 

ency measure can be put « 
effect. The other 45 per g 
would be met by the granted 
eral subsidy.

Thus if a court house cor: 
$100,COO was erected, the corns 
would have to pay $55,000, iti 

the federal government would ^ 

propriate $45,000. This the cob 
house workers say, will reduce! 
county investment to a point whs 
the money now paid for rent! 
the present court house, wi 
liquidate the interest chary! 
while the county would be m 
comfortably and safely housed
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ion,per acre.
the Department of Agriculture un
derstate the expense since they 
give an average for the whole 

_ covered and not just the 
eroded portion within the area. 
They do not include maintenance, 
losses from taking land out of 
cash crops; as well as supplies, 
equipment, and labor furnished by 
the CGC. Where terracing is re
quired, the county charges $4 to 
$6 an hour.

Since 42 per cent of the farm
ers in the U. S. are tenants, they 
cannot be expected to bear the 
cost of erosion control. They av
erage only 2 to 3 vears on a piece 
of land. Other farmers, heavily 
mortgaged, wracked by drouth and 
depression, are in no position to 
shoulder this additional burden.

The article in Facts for Farm- 
points out that although the 

AAA has nofa changed its name 
to Soil Conservation, it will do 
even less than the old AAA. to 
meet the problem of soil erosion. 
In the first place, its payments to 
the farmers this year are being 
reduced by one-third. In the sec
ond place, the payments are now 
geared to productivity, and thus 
the land most in need of erosion 
control will get the small pay- j 
ments. This is erosion control up
side down.
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money for seed for farmers on re
lief.
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nThis means the poor farmer is 

being deliberately pushed off the 
farm, so as to reduce production 
by that much in order to main
tain the prices for the rich farm
er—for the farmers who have the 
seed, feed, and fuel. This is the 
final desperate part of the crop 
reduction program being carried 
out by the administration.

The farmers after having com
pared experiences, and analysed 
the situation, resolved to take the 
matter up by wire with Sen. B. K. 
Wheeler, and dispatched the mess
age to him that day reciting the 
situation and telling him that ac
tion is “imperative.”

The farmers said that immediate 
action is necessary by every com
munity in the country, if seed is 
to be secured fur this planting. 
And if it is not, hundreds of farm
ers are sentenced to endless re
lief and slow starvation. It must 
not be allowed. The farmers 
should hold meetings and wire the 
congressional delegation at Wash
ington, demanding immediate ac
tion. The matter should be taken 
up with Governor Holt, and also 
with all service bodies. There is 
no time to waste, as seeding time 
approaches rapidly. The failure 
of this seed grain not only means 
misery to the unfortunate farmers 
who are denied the sacred right 
to produce, but it means reduced 
business and consequent loss to 
every businessman in the county.

The businessmen should also 
take action without delay to the 
end that sufficient seed be pro
vided to meet the needs of the 
county.
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FARMERS UNION 6(
aThe government has itself shown 

that more than one billion acres 
of land, or two-thirds of the non- 
arid land in the U. S. has been 
hit by erosion. It further admits 
that by destroying the top soil, 
erosion prevents the absorption of 
rain by the soil and creates flood 
conditions. In the Union of South 
Africa the government pays seven- 
eights of the cost of erosion work 
and lends the other eighth “without 
interest. Unlqss the government

u
(Continued from page one) c
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Farmers Union members from 
Plentywood told of their efforts 
at organizing a Farmers Union 
Oil station there which has en
couraging results in spite of late 
start and bad roads.

Henry Syverud proposed that 
the county organization set a good 
example in cooperation by order
ing one share in the new Farmers 
Union Co-op Assn, at Williston, N. 
D., fahich was adopted.

Mrs. Harbo of Froid gave some 
information on the poultry depart
ment of this co-op, as well as the 
Froid oil station.

H. R. Smith and Edgar I. Syv
erud of the Resolution Committee 
offered resolutions on Allotment 
check delay, Commodity Exchange 
Bill, U. S. Bank, and Prazier- 
Lemke Bills, also a resolution to 
the Resettlement Administration 
for broadening its scope and to 
provide more semi-skilled work 
projects in rural areas in place of 
the skilled labor and power ma
chine jobs of the major govern
ment projects, the object would be 
to create a better chance for our 
own unemployed farmers and farm 

“workers who are being discrimi
nated against by the lack of spe
cial experiences.
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McLaughlin ill
Ahtf yChas. McLaughlin, manager of 

the MW Stores at Plentywood and 
Antelope, has been a patient at 
the Memorial hospital the past 
week.
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