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DEMOCRACY'S CENTENARY

Party of Jefferson at the Beginnin

the New Century.

LIBERTY, EQUALITY, EXPANSION

The Net Results of a Hundred-Year- s of Democratic

Civilization Ordained By the Fathers

of the Country.

In 1E00 Thomas Jefferson was elected the
first Democratic President of the United
States, and In that remarkable state pa-

perhis inaugural address which was a
model of constructive statesmanship, he
formulated and first presented to the
world the fundamental principles of the
new party.

The year 1900 will, therefore, be the cen-

tenary of Jeffersonlan Democracy, and
should be duly commemorated by the
party which is the party
of the people, and for the people.

.The year 1900 is also the date of the next
Presidential election, and will naturally
revle a widespread Interest in the his-

tory, principles, and works of that great
American and apostle of Democracy.

It will inaugurate a Jeffersonlan era,
just as the j ear 1E92 revived the memories

of Columbus, and his great work, the dis-

covery of the New "World.

It will be the dividing line between the
Democracy of the first century and that
of tthe second, which is destined to be the
international era of the Republic.

It will also mark the close of the nine-

teenth and the beginning of the twen-

tieth century of Christian civilization.
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The Christian doctrine of international
peace and good will will, during that
great anniversary, be the favorite theme
of the press and pulpit, congresses and
parliaments.

In brief, the year will open a new
chapter In the history of civilization, and
compel the consideration of the most mo-

mentous questions relating to our diplo-

matic and commercial relations with the
outside world.

It Is, therefore, well to refresh our
memories in regard to the fundamental
principles of Jeffersonlan Democracy, and
see if they are adaptable and adequate to
the solution of the national and inter-
national problems of progressive Amer-
ica, and this progressive and marvelous
age.

IL

THE FATHERS OF DEMOCRACY.

But before reviewing the principles, let
us first briefly refer to the fathers of
Democracy.

Jefferson was, of course, the chief au-

thor, but he was ably seconded by lladl- -
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DEMOCRATIC EXPANSION.

Total area of United States in 1800... .t....?
Added in 1803 (Louisiana Territory) 897,931
Added in 1819 (The Floridas) 59.268
Added in 1845 (Texas) 375239
Oregon addition, 1819, 1846, etc., etc ?j. 274,000
Added in 1848 (Mexican cession) ..."... 545,783
Added in 1853 (Gadsden purchase) 45,535

Total Democratic acquisitions
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827,844 square miles
square miles
square miles
square miles
square miles
square miles
square miles

2,197,756 square milef

son and Monroe. The three presided
over the destinies of the nation during
the first twenty-fou- r years of :he present
century, Jefferson from 1301 to 1809, Madi-

son from 1S0D to 1817, and Monroo from
1817 to 1825.

Jefferson was not only the author of
the first Democratic platform, but. In
1776, of the Declaration of Independence,
In 1793 of reciprocity, and later the
founder of the University of Virginia.
IXIm statesmanship was alwas con-

structive.
Madison, the second Democratic Presi-

dent, was the principal author, advocate,
and historian of the Constitution which
Gladstone justly termed, "the most won-

derful work ever struck off at given

time by the brain and purpose of man."
Monroe, the third Democratic President,

was the author of the Monroe doctrine,
which Is dear to all Americans, and
has become part of the unwritten law
of the "Western Hemisphere.

These three master minds formulated
and perfected the principles of the party,
principles which are founded on eternal
truths, and will be safe guide for any
nation and any age, long Demo-

cratic government exists upon the face
of the earth.

in.
THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM.

In Jefferson's first Inaugural was
comprehensive, but concise, statement of
the principles of Constitutional govern-
ment, which became the first platform
of the party, and will ever be its chief
corner stone. It as follows:

"About to enter, fellow-citizen- s,

on the exercise of duties which com-
prehend erything dear nud valu-
able to yon, it Is proper that 700
should understand what deem the
essential principles of our Govern-
ment, and consequently those which
ought to shape Its administration.

vrlll compress them within, the
narrowest compass they will bear,
statin? the general principle, but
not all its limitations.

"Equal and exact justice to all
men of whatever state or persua-
sion, religious political.

"Peace, commerce, and, honest
friendship with all nations, en-

tangling alliances with none.
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"The support of the State govern-men- ts

in all their rights, an the
most competent administrations for
our domestic concerns and the sur-
est bulwark against an

tendencies.
"The preservation of the General

Government In its wUole constitu-
tional vigor, as the sheet anchor of
our peace at borne and safety
abroad.

"A jealous care of the rights of
election by the people a mild and
safe corrective of abuses which are
lopped by the sword of rev olutlon
vi here peaceable remedies are un-

provided.
"Absolute acquiescence In the de-

cision of the uiajoritv the vital
principle of republics from which
there is no appeal but to force, the
vital principle and immediate pa-

rent of despotism.
"A militia, our

best reliance in peace, and for the
Urst moments of war, till the regu-
lars may rellev e them.

"The suprcmncy of the civil over
the military authority.

"Economy In the public expense,
that labor-ma- be lightly burdened.

"The honest payment of our debts
and sacred preservation of the pub-
lic faith.

"Encouragement of agriculture,
and commerce as Its handmaid.

"The diffusion of information and
the arraignment of all abuses at the
bar of public reason.

"Freedom of religion; freedom of
the press; freedom of the person,
under the protection of habeas
corpus; and trials by juries Impar-
tially selected.

"These principles form the bright
constellation which has gone before
us, and guided our steps through an
age of revolution and reformation.
The wisdom of our sages and. the
blood of our heroes have been de-tot- ed

to their attainment. They
should be the creed of our political
faith the text of civil Instruction
the touchstone by which to try the
services of those we trust; and
should we wander from them. in.
moments of error or alarm, let us
hasten, to retrace our steps and re-
gain the road which leads alone to
peace, liberty, and safety."

This platform Is, in exalted statesman-continue- d

on Third Page.)

And Its Results.
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