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Cirrulntlon Statement.

The circulation of The Times for the week raid-

ed December 29, liW), was as follows:
Sunday. December 23 10.4S5
Mondav, December 21 ,WJ
Tuesday, December 23 33,710

Wednesday. December IS 39,231
Thursday, December 27 33,Wi
Friday, December 2S S9.HS
Saturday. December 29 33.218

Total 219.1S1

Daily average (Sunday. l!.So, excepted).. S3,S3i

Ilniitin'tt Defence of 111 Jolt.
We have seen .Marcus A. Hanna re-

ferred to as a Napoleonic individual. He
does not strike us that way, bui as more
of an able Alexander, always hungering
for new worlds to conquer. At the begin-

ning of things he emerged from Mace-

donian wilds somewhere, and, without the
adventitious aid of book learning to any
alarmmE extent, easily conquered the Iron
end coal provinces. After that he effected
a fierce and unrelenting descent upon
Ohio, and then upon national politics, and.
by the application of "sound business
methods," arrived with and on both feet.
Not content with these triumphs, he as-

pired to the Senatorial toga, and the great
and successful fight of his forces at Co-

lumbus under his generals, Rathbonc and
Dick, Is still remembered from Kelly's
Island, where the sweet Catawba grows, to
"over the Rhine," in Cincinnati, where it
mai.es glad the heart of man at a nickel
per schoppen.

One might well suppose that these vic-

tories over fortune and mankind would
H1I the most voracious man with content
1 not satiety. Cut the Hanna lexicon con-

tains not the word "enough." The legend
on the shield of Marcus the Magnificent
reads: "If a little is good, more is bet-

ter." Thus we find him at length, though
Insectifested with wealth and power,
striving to take the stump from Demos-

thenes and Cicero, and paralyzing hjrdcs
of wondering Indians and cowbajs with
his roaring eloquence In denunciation of
Cataline Pcttigrew.

Perhaps it was in the last named ad-

venture that the Alexandriac quality in
the unlimited bess displayed itself most
luridly. Although tortured with gout, he
would charge upon any ancient Demo-

cratic platform, and proceed to demolish
it, regardless of the excruciating pains
In his own lumbar region. Ills was not
the spirit to submit to anything this side
of the doctor and the funeral director. He
remembered, from the days when he was
In the Cleveland public school, all about
"the stern old Baron Rudiger, whose
frame had ne'er been bent by wasting
pain," and he deliberately made up his
voluminous and versatile mind that he
would, never stop until he had forced his
way Into the magazines. He has tcgun
to carry that alarming design into effect.
He is at It now.

We have no desire to be hypercritical In
considering a first offence. As age mel-
lows the mental processes of this Man of
Iron, Coal, and Brass no doubt he will rec-
ognize the necessity for a literary "ste-
nographer." and' then, probably, his con- -'

tributlons to the periodical literature of a
new century will show substantial Im-

provement. In his present and initial es-E-

he does not appear to the best ad-
vantage; but perhaps only because he has
a bad case to build out of hopelessly de-

composed materials, and with a very neb-
ulous conception of bis tools and their
uses.

It Is Mr. Hanna's article In the current
number of a Boston publication, 'The Na-

tional Magazine," which has attracted our
attention. His nubject is "The Revival of
American Shipping," and his paper Is de-

voted to an earnest effort to show that
the way to revive that interest Is for
Congress to pass the Hanna Subsidy bliL
On this point he argues as follows:

The cost of running ships undr the American
fiajr has been computed at between thirty and
forty per cent higher than the cost of running
torelen suipa. It is cue zo Ihe higher wages
paid to American officers and teamen and firemen
ind to the better quality and larger quantity
It food furnished them.

The value of the thlps that are built In
the United fctates, and the value of the men
who man them to our navy in time of trouble
in lUelf will more than compensate the United
fctatcs Government the American people for all
the money we expend in inducing our people to
build and to run ships under the provisions of
this bill.

"If the American people can be brought to
understand the need and value of an American
mercantile marine to the nation, then the bill
now pending maVes provision for rkU an ac-
complishment. This ren.lt it cannbt be raid too
emphatically will entirely fail of accomplishment
eniefcs there is a very substantia! reduction in
the rates of freight charges for the carrying of
our imports and export, as only by reducing
rates tan American sidps expect to vrest any
of the carrying from their foreign competitors.

There can le no monopoly of any route by
any line or class of ships. Every route Is open
to any American ship that chooses to enter It.
Any American may build that type, of ship that
he believes will lie most adrantageous to him
undci the terms of the bill.

"The pending Shipping bill U equitable, honest,
scientifically drawn, an automatically adjustable
measure, destined to place the American flag
once more upon the seas to the material benefit

f all the American people."

Iu mentioning the alleged excesMve
cost of running American ships, we are
glad to observe that Mr. Hanna speaks
in the past tense. Years ago It was also
computed that the cost of building a
modern steam vessel in the United States
wa3 thirty to forty per cent more than
It was on the Clyde. That was- - why
our mercantile flag disappeared from the
high seas. American merchants could not
afford to build on this side, and a

fiscal policy prevented them
from securing American registry for forei-

gn-built vessels. Now, with the signal
advantages possessed by our shipyards. In
the relatively low cost of raw materials,
and the low net cost of our superior labor,
it Is possible to construct ocean craft of
the best description In the United States
ts cheaply as they can be produced
In Ihc United Kingdom or Europe gen-
erally.

When we come to consider the cost of
running ships, It is only necessary to
refer to a fact or two of undeniable ac-

ceptation to show that there is nothing
In the Hanna reasoning as far as the sub-
sidy Job is concerned. Almost sychron-ousl- y

with the appearance of his maga-
zine plea, another great Western trans-
portation magnate, Mr. Counselman, of
Chicago, comes to the front with the
tatsment that subsidies are not needed In

reviving our mercantile marine; that

lie Is building a line of steamers to ply
between lake ports and the Old World;
that he can build and operate them In
competition with anybody, and that he
neither asks nor wants Government
bounty on account of his enterprise! Mr.
Counselman evidently has studied "tne
cost of running ships under the American
Has." or he would not embark his fortune
In the business.

Another vital fact In the connection is
that the Individuals and corporations hj
would be the beneficiaries under the Han-n- a

bill are already operating American
lines, find it profitable to do bo, and would
keep on extending their business with-
out subsidies. Mr. Hnnna's appeal ii
not a sincere one. Ho weeps for
the native merchant marine In the Boston
magazine. The subsidy Job merely alma
to loot the Treasury at the rate of nine
million dollars a year, and seven-tenth- s

of that sum every time will go into the
pockets of a dozen re men
or concerns, who bled at every pore to
fatten the Republican campaign fund of.
19C0 and now expect to get their money
back with interest at the- - rate of one
thousand per cent per annum for twenty
rears.

A I'len for Ilnzlfifr.
The "New York World" of yesterday

printed a statement signed by "Major
Avery D. Andrews, West Point, 'SS," In
which that doughty warrior expresses en-

thusiastic confidence in the perpetuation
of hazing at the Millfiry Academy, and
his religious belief that it Is the best sys-
tem possible to make cadets manly, brave,
truthful, and altogether what officers and
gentlemen ought to be. Major Andrews
Is even extreme in his approval. He
says:

"I think Lazing as practiced at IVest Point
a pood thing. I have a bov whom I expect
to send to "c Point, and I wouldn't for the
worm nave the fun of the four years taken
away from him. It helps make men of the
boys."

It is probably safe to assert that the
view of the matter taken by Major An-

drews Is held by a great many army off-
icers whose terms at the Academy may
have antedated the introduction of forms
of hazing which have been mildly referred
to in evidence before the court of en-

quiry as "humiliating or degrading." If
so, we can understand how a sentiment
favorable to a more or less ancient cadet
institution, honored although illegal, and
persistently practiced in defiance of sol-
emn oaths taken --to obey regulations,
might possibly exist-Eve- n

then it strikes us as a distorted
sense of "honor" which would approve of
compelling the boy entering West Point,
as his first lesson In military obedience
and good conduct, to participate In In-

fractions of rules the penalty for which
offence Is dismissal. To minimize the evil
down to the mild level claimed for it by
its champions, it Is hard to understand
on what theory a "plcbo" Is to be made
"manly" by compelling him to fight a
seasoned, highly trained, upper class
bully. Such compulsion, If honorable in
West Point, is not so anywhere else. On
the contrary. It would be generally called
brutal injustice. Has "Major Avery D.
Andrews, West Point, 'SS," informed him-
self concerning the details of some hazing
"as practiced at We3t roint" during the
past three or four .years? Would he wish
to expose Ms boy to four years of that
kind of fun, passively or actively? What-
ever may have been the" fact'a 'generation
ago, the testimony in the Booz and Breth
cases clearly proves that at a later pe-

riod hazing became disgraceful and in-

tolerable, and there Js a popular demand
for Its total abolition.

The Principle of Colonization.
In reviewing the history of colonies,

from the earliest times until the present
day, one main fact stands out with the
distinctness of the north star on a moon-

less night, and that Is that If an empire
is to be successful it cannot be controlled
by centralizing force. A great system of
government. Including colonies in various
parts of the world, is something like the
solar system both centrifugal and cen-
tripetal forces must be at work. The
Roman Empire, vast as It was, and un-
precedented as was its glory, went to
pieces simply from disregard of this very
plain law. Every State and colony was
made to contribute all it could to the
pride and wealth of the Imperial City.
Strong men were rem.ived from conquered
provinces and given places of honor at the
capital. Care was taken that no colony
should grow strong enough to be a pos-

sible rebel. The central Idea of the whole
magnificent and abominable system was
the concentration of all the strength, wit,
luxury, glory, and beauty that the world
couTd produce in that one City of the
Seven Hills, and the result was, not the
revolt of the colonies, or tho disintegra-
tion of the Empire from the weakness cf
its cohesive force, for care had been
taken that there should be no Independent
feeling stronger than the cohesion of the
particles; but the gradual rotting of (be
heart. This was inevitable.

The fundamental necessity of a string
man Is action. Without it he degenerates,
becomes demoralized, goes to pieces. This
is especially true of the man of great
executive ability, who can hold his own in
a rough country, among violent contend-
ing forces. When, therefore, the men who
could have been governors of the distant
provinces of Britain, Caul, and Germany
were gathered into the one city of Rome,
among all the luxurious surroundings
which Latin imagination could conceive
and unlimited slave labor execute, when
they were relieved of tho necessity of
hard work, they rapidly became demoral-
ized. They did not rebel, because they
lost the power to do so, and because
there was no object which made it worth
their while. This was the case even with
the born Roman; much more so with the
savage, the Gaul, Briton, or Goth, to
whom unaccustomed luxury came with all
the poignant suggestion of novel pleasure,
to - unjaded sensibilities. Hence the
wreck of the Roman Empire; and any
other empire established upon the cams
pUn will be wrecked Just as surely.

The true basis for a system of colonial
government Is one in which each colony
shall be assured of fair and equal share
In all the benefits of Imperial power. There
must, moreover, be provision for the hap-

piness and usefulness of tho colonists in
their own place. The colonial must not
be looked down upon as inferior, first be-

cause as a general thing he Is not one, and
a false view of any subject is always mis-

chievous, and second because It ts of the
utmost importance that he should not be
essentially the Inferior of the home-bre- d

citizen. The outposts of the empire, or of
the government which Is not an empire,
need strong men to take care 'of them;
men who are fitted not only to look after
tho interests of their government, but
who will make life worth living for them-

selves and their neighbors. They must
not be looking forward continually to
going "home," but must regard the place
in which they live as home, and give
their best energies not to getting money
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out of it, to spnd at the capital, but to
making it in its way as comfortable And
desirable a place of residence as the
capital. Only in this way can a

system of colonization be successful.
It is perfectly possible to make It so.

The possibilities of such a system are
particularly great In the case of the
American Republic. With the heterogen-
eous population, and the restless activity
which has always been a national charac-
teristic, the best bluod of America may
easily be given to the founding of new
olonies. There are many Americans who

arc by temperament, inclination, and
origin fitted for life in tropical climates.
It could not be otherwise in a country
which stretches over tho , temperate
zone. The Southerner Is no more at
home In Minnesota than the Dakotan
In Florida. The man unfitted for resi-
dence In northern States may be happiest
and most useful in a tropical colony.
Tho tradition of the American people Is
colonization. We have been spreading
over the whole Inhabited earth us fast as
possible, ever since the Declaration of
Independence. The sailor, the adventur
er, the emigrant, the missionary of
American extraction have made the
American flag Known in tho uttermost
corners of the globe. We have the colon-
izing Instinct. It remains only for us to
govern our colonies on the right prin-
ciple, making each an integral part of
a great system, contributing and receiv-
ing good. The imperialism of old Rome
destroyed Itself through the essentially
selfish practice of seeking the aggran-
dizement of a part at the expense of the
whole. The success of the American Re-

public can only come through tho secur-
ing of the good of each part through the
harmonious development of tho whole.
Nature forbids conglomerations and
heaps, except when they contribute to the
general good. Too much blood in any
part of the body produces disease. The
high specialization of one part, does not
injure any other. The capital should be
like the eye, securing the safety of the
whole body; not like a cancer, drawing
strength from the entire system.

A despatch from London yesterday
stated that It Is understood in official cir-

cles that Lord Salisbury has asked Lord
Pauncefote to extend his mission to this
country until next November, instead of
going into retirement in April as had
been intended. The British Government
naturally desires to keep Lord Paunce-
fote here until the leading affairs with
which he has been identified have Leen
concluded. The canal and Alaskan ne-

gotiations have progressed greatly under
his care and through his brilliant diplo-
macy. Ho has the
Treaty to his credit, and It Is largely due
to bis Influence at the State Department
that the British Bag now flies over the
former American Porcupine district of
Alaska. He has not yet succeeded in se-

curing the surrender of our Lynn Canal,
or of any part of the Alaskan coast, but
there is no doubt that such matters will
be taken actively In hand as soon as Mr.
McKInley can get "Congress off bis
hands."

A second siege of Kimberley docs not
much wear the appearance of an end to
the war In South Africa! On the contrary,
it carries a good deal of suggestlon.that
the Boers may have gathered and reor-
ganized their scattered army, and are
once more ready, for serious operations.
In the mean time. Lord Kitchener's two
hundred thousand men are being kept too
busy to eat. It Is a queer military prop-

osition ono that "Private Orthrls"
would term, "unusual sanguinary."

Gossip has It that the Danish West
Indies purchase is again about complete
all but a Congressional appropriation.
We wonder if the same old promoters are
in the deal this time!

After the developments of Saturday on
the London stock exchange It occurs to
us that, by common consent or parlia-
mentary legislation, a close season for
guinea pigs will have to be established,
or the breed, which is now badly scared
and fearfully decimated, will "swiftly and
silently vanish away, and never be heard
from again."

There ought to be one consolation for
the Omaha police. They may not be eff-

icient in catching kidnapers, but they
would be Invaluable in the corn belt a3
scare Crowes.

AVntcli the llniinn Job.
(From the Indianapolis News.)

We urge the people to look out for the Ship
Subsidy bill. The men who are backing It will
spare no effort to force it through. And f they
catch the opponents of the measure off their
guard for a moment they may be' trusted to
make the most of it. In tids connection, we
would remark tliat the amendments have
not improved the bill perceptibly. The men in-

terested in its passage would cease to Le inter-
ested if it were change1 so at to be fair to all.
"What they want is a subsidy for their fast pas-

senger steamships. Hut, amendments or no
amendments, the bill is wrong. in principle, and
should be beaten. We note tliat Senator Hanna
sajs tliat the only lobby that this threatened
legislation has brought to Wahington is one
opposing the subsidy. Hut Senator Hanna alnays
would hale his little joke.

It Itentn 'With Conirrenx.
(From the Philadelphia Record.)

It would not be a very difficult matter to weed
out from Wct Point this system of supplemental
discipline, to which all classes of cadets are
tacitly committed, and which, as shown in their
testimony in the pending enquiry, they are wil-

ling to uphold een at the cost of many demerit
niarka, heavy penalties, and iMXydble expulsion.
After investigation .hall have run Its course it
will dcvolre upon Congress to determine whether
the radical change in cadet customs necessary
for the abolition of hazing shall be made, or
whether the traditional methods of "trying out"
our military neophytes shall remain without
material modification or official interference.

A Whole Centnrj AViir.
(From the Manchester Union.)

Possibly, now tliat the election I over, the
Taft Commission would like to amend its

that the last bhadow of war in the
Philippines would disappear within sixty dajs of
election day by striking out 'sixty da" and
inserting in place thereof the words "before the
new century ends."

The llouoru Ilentoii Outrnire.
(From the Indianapolis Press.)

The Cudahy kidnaping is creating a great stir
in the world, and justice is making tremendous
tfforis to apprehend the miscreants tliat squeezed
a random of ?25,0jO out of the millionaire packer.
It would be interesting to know what efforts arc
being made by the proper authorities toward ap-
prehending the fiends that kidnaped poor Honora
Benton, and jold her into slavery in a "lumber
heir near Hurley, Wis., from which she escaped
only by suicide. Must this terrible crime go
unpunished because her relatives are poor?

A MluneMOtn Monet.
(From the St. Taul Pioneer Press.)

It is. of course, too cirly to predict the result
of the .contest for the succession to the seat
in the United States Senate made vacant by
the death of Clubman K. Darls. Hut it may be
stated with confidence tliat of the candidates in
the field Cen. Moses E. Clapp is the atroiuest in
promises of legislative fcupport: the strongest in
the moral support of public sentiment throughout
tiie Mate, ana the strongest in me qualities
which win suDVort. I

KOREA MM IMITATE CHINA.

Some Omliiona Imllrntlon of on
Movement.

SEOUL, Korea( Nov. 22. It would ap-
pear that Korea 13 attempting to emulate
the example of China in the extirpation
of the hated Christian religion and of all
those who favor enlightenment and prog
ress. But the Korean Is not able to Im-
itate the Chinese" In duplicity, and It did
not take more than forty-eig- ht hours to
place tho responsibility for the murder-
ous edict squarely, upon the shoulders of
the Government. The first Intimation that
trouble was brewing came from certain of
the native Christians in the country. It
appears from their evidence that an order
was secretly sent from the capital to sev-

en or eight points in the country where
there are considerable communities of na-

tive Christians.
These orders were addressed to the

heads of the Confucian schools or guar
dians of Confucian shrines, and they ex
horted all good Confuclanlsts to congre
gate at their respective Confucian centres
on the night of the 15th of the tenth
moon (which corresponds to December 4)

and proceed to extirpate the believers In
the hated religion and all others who de-

sired or "advocated the making of reforms
In Korea. These despatches could be
opened, according to law, only at the Con-
fucian temples and In presence of two
witnesses. This was dono in each case,
but the witnesses in several instances
were either not bold enough or not foolish
enough to keep the secret, and forthwith
informed the prominent native Christians,
nnd these In turn Informed the foreigners,
both in Seoul and In the country.

The statement seemed Incredible, but
when active measures were taken by the
foreign representatives at the capital they
were, met by such contradictory and Il-

logical statements on the part of the
Government that it transpired that It
was not a mere canard, but that the Gov-
ernment of Korea, or at least men hold-
ing the highest places In the gift of the
Government, had actually used their au-
thority to attempt to cause a general
massacre, not only of native Christians
In the country, but of foreigners as well.
It is not certain yet whether the opera-
tion of the order was to have included
Seoul, but It It so appears after thorough
Investigation it will prove a very serious
affair.

It seems to be a precise repetition of
the Inception of the China trouble,

that all the Confuclanlsts were in- -
j vlted to take part, Instead of a single so

ciety, like the Boxers. Korea has been an
imitator of China for two thousand years
or more, but It was extromely improbable
that she would carry her infatuation so
far as. to attempt a thing in which China
had already failed, and in which the
chances of success were far less than they
were in China. But Korean, obtusenes3
has no prcdicable limits. In 1S65 she
boasted that' although the French and
British troops could enter Pcltin and burn
the famous "Summer Palace," they could
not overcome the bold tiger hunters of
Korea, and now it would seem that even
the considerable degree of intimacy Bhe

has formed with the3c outside peoples
and the lesson of the Japan-Chin- a war
have not been able to teach her that such
an attempt was not only foredoomed to
failure, but was sure to entangle her In
difficulties from which she could scarcely
expect to emerge unscathed. It must be
immediately apparent that it Is Impossible
for the great mass of the people of any
country to keep .such a secret for a fort-nls- ht

without its becoming, generally
known by natives and foreigners alike.
Telegraphic communication can be secured
along all the great thoroughfares of the
country, and the authorities must have
been worse thr" blind not to see that the
ploi must InevlUtly leak out.

In fact, it was not twenty-fo- ur hours af-

ter tho communication had been read in
two of the provincial capitals before It
was known to leading nat've Christians,
and before another twenty-'o- ur hours the
thing was known at all the legations in
Seoul. There Is no such thing as a political
secret In such a country. Everr attempt
that has been made by Koreans In the last
twenty years to force the Government to
reform has been wrecked on this one rod:

tho inability to keep a secret. So with
every scheme of the retrogressive party
tho opposite side has always Tecelved
timely warning.

It seems impossible thaC Seoul should
have been Included In this murderous plot,
and yet Its success would have depended
upon making a clean sweep and driving
every foreign resident out of the country.
It Is well to ask what prospect there would
have been of successful resistance In tho
carital. Here again the childishness of the
scheme is uncovered, for there are more
than five hundred trained Japanese troops
In the city. The Japanese quarter could
furnish another GOO fighters, while the
European and American residents could
have furnished fifty or sixty more. These
would have been abundantly sufficient to
deal with any body of rioters In the city.

If the Government troops sided with the
rioters the affair would be a more se
rious one, but It is extremely improbable
that the people of Seoul could be rou3ed
to such a suicidal course, and it Is doubly
doubtful whether Korean soldiers would
follow their officers into any such enter-
prise. The whole thing would be nn ex-

cellent Joke If It wero not for the ap-

parent sincerity of these advocates of
wholesale murder. The utter inability of
the Korean army to face even a good
handful of Japanese troops makes ono
marvel at the fatuity of these arch plot-

ters. There are many people in Korea
who are fairly well informed, and who
realize that such an attempt, even If only
fairly started, would mean instant tuin
to the Integrity of the Korcn Government,
and even in the Interior, where enlight-
ened ideas percolate only slowly, there
are men Intelligent enough to Inform the
foreigner immediately, and so prevent
the ruin of their country. It is a sad
pass to which any government tomes
when It 'ias to rely for Its very existence
upon those who traitorously disclose its
suicidal projects.

It Is said with some show of reason that
this project has been formed in retalia-
tion for a seditious expedition in the
South a few weeks ago, which was led
by self-style- d Christian reformers. They
seem to have started out from Fusan,
like Mohamet from Medina, to conquer
the land for Christianity. Their flag bore
the red cross on a white field, and they
carried Bibles in one hand and the sword
in the other. After rioting through sev-

eral districts they met a band of Korean
regulars and were summarily disposed
of. It Is reported that ninety-si- x of thenr
were killed. We may believe that the
Government looked upon this freebootlng
band as the vanguard of an army that
would sweel the country and overthrow
tho ancient Confucian cult and force re-

forms upon the rulers. This Is a" gauge
of the density of the ignorance that pre-
vails among a certain section of Korean
officialdom. Thoy utterly fall to grasp
the fact that a truculent, retrogrcssUe
policy Is the surest to curtail the auto-
nomous life of the Government. Japan
requires and demands that Korea have
such a government that the rich agricul-
tural districts shall bo unhampered In
the work of producing that surplus of
food products upon which the Japanese
artisan depends.

ft Is a matter of general observation
and remark that Korea's position,

Japan nnd Russia, is an extremely
delicate one, which demands tho most
astute and farscelng mediaeval tactics as
those above described arc to be adopted
the end of the world is In sight, o far
as an independent Korea is concerned.

The Comllt-Smlt- li Case,
(Prom tiie Chicago Tribune.)

A few New York dressmakers may feel in-

dignant because the law was not enforced against
Miss Condit-Smitl- i. Nobody else will be. The
feeling with many is that it is better not to
have a law which produces little revenue, gives
little protection to American labor, except a few
milliners and dressitakers; which enables rough
custom houre officers to exercise their authority
most offensively, and which Is not uniform in its
operations, since it is bu&pcndcd in scleral in- -

stances by Treasury regulations.

rRANSPORT LINE TO STAY.

The Service Prom Brooklyn Xot to
He Dlncoutlitncil.

NEW YORK, Dec 30. Various reports
that the army transport service from
Brooklyn was to be discontinued the first
of tho year seem to be without founda-
tion. Two of the transports are now ly-
ing at the Government pier, adjoining
the South terry, an': one of them, at
least, is to be contin ed In the Cuban and
Porto RIcan service for some time to
come, together with two others not
now- - in port.

The Crook, which recently arrived from
West Indian ports, is to be laid up for
an overhauling preparatory to going Into
the Manila service, but the McPherson,
the McClellan, and the Rawlins will con-
tinue to ply between thl3 city and tho
United States military statl.ms In the
West Indies for some time to come.

Authority has been received to lay In
supplies for a three-shi- p service for three
months, it is said at the Government
pier, and It ls,also said that strong pres-
sure by merchants to have at least two
ships of the Philippine transport service
sail from this port is being brought to
bear.

It is not positive, however, that the
Brooklyn landing will be retained as long
as the transport service is continued. It
Is said that the War Department has
long had its eye on a wharf on tho lower
East River front of Manhattan, probably
Pier No. 3, and it would not create sur-
prise among those in chrjgo to see the
transport landing established across the
river at almost any tjme. It Is believed
that the recent visit of prominent Brook-
lyn politicians to .Washington was as
much for the purpose of inducing tho
War Department to retain the Brooklyn
landing as to protest against a reported
Intention to abandon the West Indian
transport lines.

Those who are urging the establishment
of a Philippine transport service from
this city by way of 'the Mediterranean and
the Suez Canal say it is cheaper than
the Pacific route from San Francisco, not-
withstanding the heavy canal tolls. They
arguo that the high freight charges from
the Atlantic seaboard to San Francisco
on an ordinary cargo of eastern products
considerably exceed the canal tolls, and
that time, as well as money, may te saved
by tho canal route. A strong belief that
the Crook and perhaps tne other ship
may be assigned to such a service is en-
tertained by Brooklyn shippers.

PKESS "WOKEN DISAPPOINTED.

Mark Twnln'o nntittliter Fnll to Ap.
lienr an n. Sinfrer.

NEW YORK. Dec 30. When Mark
Twain's daughter was announced to make
her debut as a singer at the Woman's
Press Club reception yesterday afternoon.
In the Carnegie Building, it wa3 a fore-
gone conclusion that the "S. R. O." sign
would "be early displayed. It Is not so
long since her distinguished father told
tho tale of Miss Clemens' early Impres-
sions of a reindeer before this Very or
ganization. As the heroine of that story
aione sne would Lave drawn crowds.
Everybody was In holiday attire, some
stray men were admitted for purposes of
contrast, and the audience was agog with
excitement.

But Miss Clemens failed to arrive. An
access of modesty at the last moment,
wont-t- ho report, and she fled to Elmlra.
To the disappointed press women Rev.
Antoinette Brown Blackwell preached so-

cial and political reform; Mrs. Stetson, of
tho First Church of Christ Scientist,
dwelt upon the evils of "camel thought."
and a whole list of kindred topics, not the
less depressing because Impromptu.
dragged their weary length along; Froken
BOkken Lasson. to lute accompaniment.
sang folk songs; Miss Florence Mulford
was happy In contralto selections. But
nothing could lighten the disappointment
over Miss Clemens'" failure to appear.

ELECTRIC DEAL IN" BOSTON".

J. I'lcriiont Morgan EnjrlneertiiEr at

llitr Combination.
BOSTON, Dec. 30. A combination of the

Edison and Boston Electric Light Com-
panies, of this city, is likely. Circulars
calling a meeting of the stockholders of
each corporation are to be mailed this
evening. The meetings will be held within
a fortnight. Each company pays 8 per cent
dividends and earns a great deal more. A
new plan is to eliminate competition and to
enable the stockholders to receive the very
large surplus earnings.

J. Plerpont Morgan is the largest stock-bold- er

In the Edison concern, and It Is he
who U credited with arranging the details
of the proposed combination. Very few of
the stockholders know anything of the
plan. A few, 'however, have an Inkling of
what is coming, and have bought all the
stocks of each company that have been of-

fered for several weeks past, steadily ad-

vancing the quotations, though without at-

tracting attention. The details of the plan
are being guarded.

POISON IN CHEISTKAS CANDY.

A lMiIlnilelplitn Girl linn a. Narrow
nseope Prom Death.

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 20. A Christmas
gift of a box of candy that was filled
with arsenic was received by Miss Mar-
garet Torpic, a pretty young mill girl
who ate a few pieces and nearly lost her
life. With the candy a small boy deliver-
ed at the girl's houso this note:

"This will help you to pass your Idle
moments." There was no signature.
Before going out to accompany a friend
to the Reading Terminal Friday evening
Miss Torple ate three pieces of the candy.
In the station she wa3 taken 11 and fell
to tho floor. A doctor Immediately
diagnosed the symptoms as of acute pois-
oning and by prompt efforts her llfo was
saved.

Then Miss Torpie recalled the fact that
last month a fortune-tell- er told her she
would receive a package, and of tho con-
tents she must be careful. The candy
was aanlyzed and found to contain enough
arsenic to kill a dozen people.

The chocolates had been cut In halves,
the poison Inserted between and then the
hallos stuck together again. Tho police
are hard at work on the case. Mrs. Torple
said yesterday that she could not account
for the poi3oncd candy being sent to her
daughter unless it was by some of the
girls in the factoiy where she worked,
with whom Margaret had not been on
friendly terms.

A Notable Crunk Cruinde,
(From the Chicago

The great temperance cruade of twenty five

icirs ago, which had its beginning in Ohio,
and in which women knelt upon the sidewalks
in front of saloons and prayed day after day
until many a runweller capitulated, was on of
the remarkable movements of the century. It
was a spectacular expression of woman's ab-

horrence of the evils of the liquor traffic.
Hut since tliat crusade began the 6a!e of in-

toxicants lias increased by millions if gallons
annually. The blocking up of the entrances
saloons by praing women did not make men
temperate. Xeithcr can jou make men tem-

perate by prohibitory laws or by destroying the
pioperty of saloons. The cauKe of sobriety rests
today where it has aluais rested since .the be-

ginning of time upon the education and moral
training of the jouth in the homes.

Tlie Power of the Senote.
(From the Philadelphia Times.)

It can veto every appointment by the President,

eicry treat negotiated by him, and In practice it
vetoes every House measure that does not accord

with the sentiments of practically all its own
memters, for under the Indefinable usage dignified

witli the title of Senatorial courteiy a single

Senator is permitted to lung up an appoint-
ment, treaty, or bill indefinitely if he objects to
consideration cr adoption. The Senate U fast

a collection of the representatives of

individual or corporate wealth which la thus en-

trenched in the very titadel of Federal authority.

IN THE HOTEL CORRIDORS.

Judge W. S. Fields, of Oklahoma City,
Okla., is at the National Hotel. He said
last night that stateheod sentiment in the
Territory Is universal, and that sooner or
later the solidarity of this sentiment would
produce positive results. He was not In-

clined, however, to predict when this
would be. Judge Fields Is brepdred to
prove that Oklahoma is entitled to state-
hood and tho right of He
Is a convincing speaker upon this point.
There is one element In Oklahoma which
would absorb Indian Territory, thereby
giving better form to Oklahoma's boun-
daries on the south and cast. There Is an
clement which is opposed to this. Thejudge says that human nature Is much the
name In Oklahoma as elsewhere, in that
men disagree. It Is reported that there Is
considerable opposition to Governor
Barnes, and tho administration of that of-
ficial is being sharply criticised. Many
citizens in Oklahoma, according to Judge
Fields, take exception to the Governor's
method of disbursing the school fund.

Arthur Croft, an Englishman, Jiid at
the Arlington last night that thero Is one
comfort provided by certain English rail-
ways which he has not met with In tLis
country. It is the basket luncheon put
up under authority of the railroad com-
pany. The dining-ca- r plan in the United
States, said Mr. Croft, is more sumptuous.
but is so expensive that only a small per-
centage of travelers on American rail-rea-

can afford to eat In these cars, or
for that matter do cat In them. On some
American lines railway venders come
through the trains at, certain places end
sell sandwiches, fried chlckon, oysters,
etc- - On some lines the eating stations
aro operated by the railway company, tut
In the opinion of Mr. Croft there Is noth-
ing which quite matches the railroad bas-
ket luncheon served by English railway's,
and particularly on the line of the Lon-
don and Great Western. These baskets,
ho says, containing half a chicken, with
ham or tongue, or a portion of cold beef,
salad. Ice, bread, cheese, butter, etc.,
and with either half a bottle of claret,
two glasses of sherry, or a bottle of ale
or stout, are served for three shillings,
or without the drinks, for two shillings
sixpence. "But we have our dining cars
also on the leading lines, and we eat In
them at these prices. Breakfast, first
clas3, 3 shillings; luncheon, first class,
2 shillings G pence; third class. 2 shill-
ings; teas, 6 pence: dinner, first class.
3 shillings 6 pence; third elas3, 2 shillings
6 pence."

Several members of the Cosmos Club
were talking last night of the results of
the archaeological campaign of the Un-
iversity of California In the Fayoum; of
tho explorations in Central and South
America for relics and remains of tho
predecessors of the Incas 3,nd of the Mor-
mon search for the land of the Nephltes,
etc., when one of the participants in
the conversation said: "I am reminded of
tho geological calculation which Is re-

ported to have been made by a mine super-
intendent In the Lake Superior copper re-
gion. The Tamarack mine has Just sunk
shaft No. 5. When the first sod was
turned for this shaft on August 7, 1S03,
Capt. W. E. Parnall, superintendent of
the mine, said that he expected to cut the
Calumet conglomerate about January 1.
1901, at a depth of approximately 4,683
feet. The lode was cut on December 20,
1300, at a dep'h of 4.657 feet eleven days
sooner and at eight feet less depth than
Captain Parnall's estimate. As there were
no diamond drill borings and the shaft
was sunk In virgin ground, the exact veri-
fication of the preliminary estimates of
tho time and depth Is certainly remark-
able."

"One of tho things which strikes a
stranger to Washington," said a traveler
in the lobby of the Metropolitan last night,
"is the extent of waste land In Slaryland
and Virginia, close to the city; and even
within the District of Columbia, there is
much idle land which one would think
ought to be under cultivation. It begins to
look as though the country will be de-

serted, and that people will try to live on
dry goods and other merchandise Instead
of cabbage and potatoes. It Is about the
same way In the State from which I come,
Massachusetts. Even small towns are
being absorbed by the cities. The census
figures of 1&G0 show a continued and dis-
appointing shrinkage in the populations cf
Massachusetts agricultural towns.

"Out of thirty-tw- o towns comprising
Berkshire County, twenty-thre- e- show an
average loss of 10 per cent for the last
ten yearc With but two or three excep-
tions, these are strictly agricultural towns.
Of the nice towns remaining, seven are
mainly manufacturing or railroad centres;
one Is a farming town oa the railroad
ard has some small factories, while the
ninth Is fashionable Lenox. The last shows
a gain oi only 1.7 per cent, while North
Adams, now tho metropolis of the county,
has gained at the rate of 50.5 per cent In
the decade. In other words, while the
county as a whole has gained li,Z32 souls,
or nearly IS per cent, nine of Its towns
show an average gain of more than 23 per
cent and twenty-thre- e an average Io3 of
10 per cent.

"In 1791. when the first census was
taken, the county of Berkshire had a popu-
lation of 30.291. At that timo It was al-

most wholly an agricultural region. One
hundred years ago the conditions had not
changed, and tho population had swelled to
23.SS3. Today, though the total population
of the county make3 the fine showing of
05.C67, or an Increase of 61,782 for the cen-
tury, the twenty-thre- e agricultural towns
before mentioned show a total loss of fifty-fou- r.

It Is the manufacturing towns that
now constitute the county. In the hun-
dred years the agricultural districts have
been populated and depopulated; whereas
before the war" tho rural population had

Increased until every val!y and plateau
swarmed with hi'jbandmen. today approxi-
mately two-thir- of the whole people are
gathered together In tho cities and smaller
trade centres."

Torto IUco Officeholder!.
(From the Boston Herald.)

A curious turn to affairs in Porto ilico is
noted. Tiie ground taken by the Administration
since its abandonment of what the President
had previously declared to be the "plain duty"
of the nation toward this Wand pewdon has

been tliat the Porto Iticans are not American
citizens. If they are not American citizens, it
seems to be clear tliat they cannot be appointed to
office in Porto ilico, for the regulations pro- - j

vided for the island forbid the appointment
of other than American citircrt- - these posi-

tions. Tliis whole matter may fake
under the anticipated decision of the United

States Supreme Court; but while the regulations
now made continue to he in force it is difficult
to sec how any natiie Porto Itican can legally
hold office under the Goiernment in his own
island. This will be gratifying information to the
numerous. class cf ofiWscekers under our home

Coiernment, but it looks as if added perplexities
may be brought about in more important quar-

ters.

Perlinjii Ilnnnn Onlj- - Wrote It!
(From the Chicago Chronicle.)

Of course, we shall have to accept Mr. Hanna'a
denial of the report tliat he threatened to force
an extra session of Congre-- unless the Shipping
b'll were passed by March 4. He says he neier
gave utterance to the threat, and tliat settles it
At the same time, it must be admitted that
the menace has a distinctly Hannabli twang

as it is beyond dispute that Mr. Hanna
has the power to order an extra setodon if he
feels like it--

Piatt, Oilell, anil Ileforin:
(From tiie Dinglumton Leader.)

If Mr. Odell shull check the present swelling
tide of extravagan. e at Albany and restore the
old economical order of things, he will win
the gratitude and good will ot esery taxpayer
in the State. In the light of the record of
the last three executives, this seems almost
too much to hope for, but the public has leen
given so much encouragement to hope for better
things under Governor Qdell that there will be
general disappointment cf he fails to redeem the
promises that Iiare been made on his behalf- -

PROSPERITY IN WALL STREET

IncrenKp In Stock Vnlanttonn Darlnsr
the Tenr Endlns Today.

(From the New York World.)
Wall Street will tomorrow conclude ono

of the most prosperous years In Its his-tory, notwithstanding that the early
months ot the year wero marked by busi-
ness stagnation which resulted from tho
decline In the steel and Iron trades and
the overproduction which took place inseveral other branches ot manufacturing
industry.

The bull movement which has takenplace since election has caused an Infla-
tion of the value of active- - stocks on tho
stock exchange which exceeds that of
January-1- . 1900. by l.071,612;276.

This valuation, while to some extent fic-
titious, nevertheless represents the prlco
which these securities would sell for In
cash on the New York Stock Exchango
at the opening tomorrow.

An example of the practical significance
ot this inflation Is shown In the growth
of-t- he Pullman fortune, which has shown
an increase In value since the death of
George M. Pullman of from JS.C0O.0CO to
U3.00O.00O.

Since January 1, 1900, the stock of the
Standard Oil Company has increased In
value 332 per cent, or in money value
$332,000,000. The holdings of John D.
Rockefeller In Standard Oil stock have In-
creased in value by $102,920,000. They are
now valued at t!4S.0O0.0OO.

Traffic manxgors of most of the rail-
roads operating between New York and
the Mississippi River agree that the year
jU3t closing has been productive of the
best results ever experienced by the rail-
roads In the United States in any one
year-- Each railroad has had all the busi-
ness that It could handle, and with the
exception of a few unimportant Instances,
each road has received full tariff rates
for Its traffic.

This one fact, of the maintenance of
regular rates has increased the aggregate
of net earnings of the trunk lints by not
less than $3.00O,C00. Every railroad In-
fluenced by the example of the

Railroad alli-
ance has realized larger profits than ever
before.

That these Increased profits havo not
been distributed in extra dividends is
readily accounted for by the enormous ex-
penditures that have been made out of
current Income for betterments and new
equipment.

The amount of money applied directly
from earnings to the improvement ot
railroad property within tho past year la
unprecedented. The extraordinary vol-
ume of traffic developed by the generally
prosperous business conditions through-
out the country- - has made It. necessary for
every railroad company to spend larger
sums than usual In Increasing their trans-
portation facilities.

The demands for extensions, double
tracking, strcnrthenln? ot roadbeds, and
the increase of rolling stock have been ur
gent, and Inasmuch as they have been lib-
erally met, the railroads of this country
are in better condition today than ever
before. It 13 a notable fact, furthermore,
that nearly every railroad has a handsome
surplus in its treasury which can be U3C'1

for future dividends.
The amount of bonds listed on the New-Yor-

Stock. Exchange in the year, as com-
piled by the "Chronicle." is J443.712.000.
of which $147,678,597 were new issues;

6,287.000 old Issues newly listed, and
$289,747,403 replacing old securities. Tho
stocks listed amounted to $320.935.0CO. of
which $296,5Z0,572 are new Issues; 00

old Issues newly listed, and 28

replacing old securities.
The listing of bonds was about $78,000.-00- 0

below last year and compares with the
record of $700,064,680 In 1893. Stocks fell
behind last year's record ot $704,172,603 by
about $83,000,000. Thf street railway
bonds listed amount to $17,000,000, and the
street railway stocks to $16,806,300.

Miscellaneous bonds foot
of which $113,500,000 are Mexican Govern-
ment bonds and. tho, res,t Industrial. The
Industrial stocks aggregate $222,923,300.
The amount of stocks admitted to the un-

listed department Is $164,225,100, and bond3
$49,353,623.

A Chinese Hannact.
fPekln Correspondence to Xew York San.)

The banquet came off, and we had.our.
Chinese fare. We wero thirty-fiv- e at the
table, counting the prince and his staff of
hardy Norse naval onlcers. The table was
set In crescent shape, and each of us bad
a humble slave standing like a lamb be-

hind our chairs, ready to get anything we
might call for, and unable to understand
anything we said. Consequently nothing
was called for, and for a while we sat
there with empty stomachs and plates. At
a gesture of the Taotl. however, the mob
of servants began to pile up provender In
front of us in such quantities that ths
table, bad it been less massive, might
have crashed on our feet. There were
nineteen courses, mind! and they were
nineteen wonders to us. As all other peo-
ple finish their meals with dessert., it was
not only natural, but Imperative that this
formidable Chinese banquet should begin
with dessert. There was tea and'rtce to
overflowing with each course. Some
roasts, some entrees, some fish, some
nameless and indefinable Celestial mor-
sels, some soups, some puzzling fancy
dishes, and the stately dinner was over.
It took a long time to get through.

Due regard was shown for our Western
habits In placing at our disposal fork and

in addition to the usual chopstick
of the Empire- - Wines of European, origin
were served, but the Chinese present
seemed to prefer the native table wine,
which was sipped from shallow me.al
bowls, and enjoyed, though It tasted to us
like salt water to a susplciojs degree. Of
the native dishes, which we were able to
decline, swallow nests with enclosure of
pigeon's hard-boile- d eggs proved a trifle
too much for us to swallow. We took tho
ecu and discoursed upon the nest, which
was grey, Jelly-lik- e, and forbidding- - Prince
Valdemar, however, on whom tho watch-
ful glance of many Mandarins Tested, was
obliged, for courtesy's sake, to eat one nest
with enclosure. He looked as pleased and
serene as It is possible for any human be-I-

to look in such a strait, thereby prov-
ing his Inborn courage and right to bear
the name ot Prince of the Danes, and.
what is more to us. brother-in-la- w to the
Prince of Wales. Shark fins in style Ce-

lestial was another surprise, which wo
wero very careful to avoid, of which the
Intrepid prince found himself compelled to
partake, together with his begoggied Man-
darin entertainers the prince affecting n
semblance of pleasuro that was Irresisti-
ble.

Asparagus was brought forth with sol-
emn pomp, the Chinese evidently consid-
ering it a rare treat, and they expressed
surprise when no one ate it no one but
the prince. He had to, and he did eat
ono solitary asparagus. Instead of serv-
ing them hot and with sauce or butter as
we do, these otherwise
crops were parceled out among us in an
almost frozen condition, resembling long,
green Icicles. A lieutenant at my sldo
transferred one of these verdant icicles
to his coattall pockets, remarking that ho
would try it for a blackjack,

We were not half through this memor-
able feast before every man In the parly
except the mandarins, was shivering ith
cold. The soup, the eatables, the

in fact, the entire bill of
fare, was cold. The hall of feasting was
cold, and tho Prince was responding to a
toast in a few chattering syllables. "How
Is this" I ask. My learned friend. Onam,
the mandarin, explains: "Chinese cat
cold, sit warm: other people cat warm,
sit cold." Looking about I saw all tho
mandarins festively decked out In heavy,
quilted garments, and by each comfortable
Celestial a member ot my race fighting
off chills In dress suit and starched front!
We felt the temperature more and more,
and under some pretence or other we all
found ov- - way to tho entry, whence, we
reappeared mtlred Jn overcoatsr.carefully
buttoned. We all had the benefit o this
protection against barbaric Chlnese'fable-otlquntt- e

all of us except the Prince. Ha
had to freeze for decorum's sake, and he
did freeze most dutifully.

JVot Thrrv.
(From TiiMlIta.)

Professor (rrturainc home at nicht Lears
noiv) Is someone there?

Burglar (unJcr the bed) !V
lroIesor That'd transel I was positive me

one was under my bed.
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