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I Strong and Weak Points of the American Game of Golf
-- i

--3r t -

I-

-

BY J. B. SHEKIDA
i( OLF is a good game, but it

M takeB too long, too much time
!' to get to the links, then three

hours to play any sort o a game. Golf
Jj is a game that calls for the utmost de-- I

liberation. You can't phy golf in a
I rush. It also calls for a large invest-- )

nient in clubhouses, links and the up- -

I keep of same. Therefore golf is a
game for the well-to-do; in fact, for
the leisure classes.

'There are people who arc satisfied
to play golf once a week. You can't
play much golf oncd a week. You may
bash around a course, but you won't .

be playing golf. Good golf calls for
I constant practice. In fact, when a
I man wants to play good golf he must

I give all his time to it. Some crack
I players take up business and try to

I vido their tlmo, half to business, halfIj 1 to golf. I do not know what business
II does under such conditions. I do
I ,! know that golf suffers from

'( ing. No man can play good golf and
j have any business or other worries

on his mind.
Golf has done great things for

xtus business men, men who can
j ford to give every afternoon to it.

These fellows are well-to-d- o, their
businesses are so arranged that they
do not need all their tinic, and the
open air and walking helps neurotics

j Tery much.
But these old boys do not play much

j golf. They batter around the courses,
get the fresh air, restore shattered
nerves, etc. All of which they could
do by merely talcing walks through the
country. But they would not take
these walks. The little white ball
takes away the aspect of work in

J walking, and a 'contest with another

old chap for a dollar a hole gives zest
to the afternoon.

Young men of the valetudinarian
sort may play golf In Europe. Few
young men play golf In America. The
young American must work. Work and
good golf are bitter foes.

Therefore golf does not hold the
young American; I doubt that it holds
the young Englishman, either, though
the juvenile Briton Is much less given
to serious work than the young Amer-
ican. Cricket and football had the
call over golf In England in the days
before the great war. So did tennis.

Can Play Lone Hand.
Golf has one great advantage. You

can play it alone if you must do so. It
is probably the only outdoor game that
a man can play alone. Two make
great golf. Four is more than enough.
In baseball, football, cricket, tennis,
etc., you need from two to thirty com-

panions to make a game. In golf you
can make a game all by yourself.

They say that golf is the poor man's
game' in Scotland, whore there are
great public links like those at St. An-

drews and Carnoustlo on the Firth of
Forth. The long twilight gives the
worklngman a chance to play golf aft-- or

hours. It is possible to play up to
10 p. m.. Thus the artison can get
daily practice at golf in Northern Eu-

ropean countries. The early dark-
ness, we have no twilight in the United
States outside of the extremities of the
Northwestern states. It is dark with
us at 7:30 p. m.

It is not easy to exaggerate the great
value of that long twilight to athletics
in Europe. It has made the Sc6tch
and and Irish most surpassing ath-

letes. There Is no Sunday play at
anything in Scotland but whisky

j

drinking". The Sabbath Is rigidly kept.
But the long twilights give the Scotch
daily practice in the sports in which
they excel. The long twilight has had
a deal to do with the hardiness which
Is proverbially Scotch, In making the
men whom the.Germaus call "the wo-

men from hell."
Deprived of a leisure class and of a

long twilight, golf' in the United States
has been more or less restricted to the
well-to-d- o; in fact, to the rich country
clubs, which expend from $100,000 to
$500,000 on golf links. It costs from
$50 to $250 a year for membership
dues in these clubs. Some of the Ini-

tiation fees run up to enormous pro-
portions, One club had an Initiation
fee of $1,000. There are other clubs
where all expenses are prorated.

Public Links Not Best.
There are, of course, public links in

the great cities over which one may
play for nothing. These links are
largely patronized on Saturday after-
noons and Sundays, with a scatter-
ing of players, mostly women, during

the week. As a rule, they do not
please the keen golfer. They are not
kept, the grass Is not cut properly,
they are generally far below the class
of the private links.

Golf has made great strides In the
United States, if you take the number
of golf clubs and the money spent up-

on the game into consideration. Yet

the golf clubs arc, In many instances,
social clubs. A golf club will have a
membership of 500, which means
when the families of members arc
considered 1,500. If such a club has
150 caddy bags In the professional's
shop it will be considered a good golf
club. .

There are golf, or country clubs in

practically every city of any preten-

sions in the United States, yet it is

doubtful that 1,000,000 Americans play
at the game where 20,000,000 play
baseball and some 5,000,000 play ten-

nis.
There can be no doubt that the man

who must attend to business has little
chance to indulge in the luxury of

golf. Playing golf means membership
1 in a country club, which will cost you,

in all ways, $100 a year. It means
ownership of a motor car to get to and
from the club, and It means being able
to 'spend at least three afternoons a
week away from business.

Now most men do spend two after-

noons a week, Saturday and Sunday,
away from business. But they can't
give all of these free afternoons to

golf. They have other calls upon their
spare time, motoring, Ashing, hunting,
social duties, and very often business
will in one way or another obtrude It-

self on leisure.
For all these reasons golf in Amer-

ica is confined to men who have
"made their pile" and to men who do

not care much about making money
and who have independent means or
who manage to play a good deal while
living life. Lawyers and doctors are
confirmed devotees of the golf links.
At some of the more modest golf clubs,
where the Initiation fees are not sky
high, and where the annual dues are
moderate, you need no other introduc-

tion than to call the first man you
meet there "Judge" or "Doctor." These
professional men do take life rather
easily. But to the bulk of hard-wor- k-

ing, hustling Americans, particularly '

to the young man who has his own
way to make, golf is a stranger.

Golf Best Understood.
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tudinarian, for the man who has
"made his pile" and who has shat-
tered nerves and a bad stomach to
cure, for the old boys who havo done
their work in the world, and for wo-

men. College professors, too, find golf
a great comfort and diversion. That Is
why golf is such a well-writt- game.

Some of the best minds in the great
universities of England and Scotland
have givon themselves to the study
and explanation of golf. The result
is that, of all games, it is best under-

stood, best explained, best written and
best understood.

It may be said here that if baseball
was as well studied, as well under-

stood and as well explained as golf the
national ga"me of the United States
would be Improved many hundred per
cent.

Golfers know how to connect cause
with effect. They'' know how a ball
should be hit to make it do certain
things. They study and correct causes
of failure. They can explain just why

certain things occur. They have a

school of mechanical investigation.
They have produced a certain style of

play which secures the best possible
results.

Basoball has not done any of these
things, because baaeball is a young
game where golf is an old game, and
baseball Is the game of young men,
of mere boys, who do not connect
cause with effect, while golf Is the
game of older men, who are concerned
to know the whyncss of the what.

Of course, the older men teach the
younger men who play golf. The re-

sult is that young golfers like Chick
Evans know a great deal more about
the fundamentals of the game they
play than younc baseball players like
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George Slsler know about baseball.

In other words, baseball is all ac-

tion and no study. Golf Is study first
and action afterwards.

Let us contrast the cases of Chick
Evans, great golfer, and George Slsler,
great young baseball player.

Slsler has one great weakness at the
bat, balls pitched low and outside of
the plate.

Evans had one great weakness as a
golfer, pitching short approaches with
his mashic.

Slsler has been playing ball for ten
years, yet is as weak in his weakness
as he over was.

Evans, by careful stud', Immense
practice under professional supervi-
sion, has conquered his original weak-
ness with the mashio until ho is today
one of the strongest men with that
club in golf.

There can be no doubt that Sislcr
could learn to hit balls pitched low
on the outside corner of the plate, pro- -'

vided he gave enough practice at hit-
ting such pitches.

But they don't teach a baseball play-
er such things. They pander to his
strong points, follow the line of least
resistance and sedulously avoid culti-
vating the weak points.

Originally Chick Evans was weak
on his mashie shots. Practice has
made him perfect in this department
of the game.

George Sislcr has been weak on low
balls on the outside corner. By fall-
ing to practice on such balls, by fail-
ure of his manager to see that such
balls arc pitched to him in practice,
and that he hits at them correctly,
Sislcr is still weak on low balls pitch-
ed on the outside corner of the plate.

These two cases show tho difference

of study and investigation that Is glv ji 111

on golf and baseball. Baseball is -
merely a rough and tumble game, ev- - ' ).

eryono playing on his natural abilities, i I

on his strong points and suffering ;!?

from weakness in his weak points. aCL I
Variety of Strokes. qfKp 1

Golf is a thoroughly investigated "if7game. Splendid minds have given to SjS

research in golf. The result is that 'J-- j

golfers know how to make many doz- - M
ens of strokes, have strokes for scores , :M
of different plays. Tho baseball play- - ' jp
er has but two strokes, full Bwing and I fS
bunt, for all sorts of pitched balls. J ES
There is no doubt that the baseball Eg
player should have four major strokes,
cut, drive, swing and bunt, and many i &
variations of each. J W

It is essential that a man shall bo "1 8planted firmly on his-fe- when ho hits J M
anythlrtg, a golf ball, a baseball or a 'Vl
punching bag. Boxers acknowledga j Vf
this fundamental fact when they insist j ;

that a man shall "set" himself to hit.
Every golfer knows that the position ttf

of tho feet while swinging at the ball (off
is of the uttermost importance. Tho

9

right foot must be firm on tho ground ?
while the golfer is swinging. Tho loft r
foot may pivot, but It must not at any ifiStime leave the ground. tM'

The same thing holds good in base- -
ball. A man may move before he W
starts to swing, but he must havo hisrear foot solidly on the ground when ! S
he hits. J

.Golfers know that the spine should
i jT

be hold rigid and the head steady W
while thoy arc hitting. If the head S&f
moves, the eyesight is impaired. Base- - j !1
ball players know nothing about tho
importance of maintaining a rigid 1 'jfSt

spine and steady head while in tho fgact of hitting. &
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