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Central
Committee

GIVES LEADERS OF REPUBLI¬
CAN PARTY IN STATE

MUCH CONCERN.

Criticism is Unjust
It In Claimed, Hut Reorganization i»

Promised to Hestoro Harmony.
Congressional Possibilities ruder
Di8ou8sioii---llodges Will Not Be
a Candidate for Governor.

Writing in The Cincinnati En¬
quirer, its West Virginia political
correspondent, says; "With normal
condition restored following the fail¬
ure of the special session of the
.State Legislature to enact a direct
primary law there is a renewal of
the agitation for a reorganization
of the Republican State Central
Committee, and^ it is promised by
some of the Republican leaders hign
in authority that such a reorgani¬
sation will come before the snow
flurries in the coming fall.

"Several months ago the demand
for a reorganization of the state
committee became very urgent, (prac¬
tically the entire Republican presa
of the state uniting in the demand.
Then came the call for the special
session of the 'Legislature, and

f
for

a while those who were asking for
ne»v faces on the committee became
Miiet and watched the Legislature
get a strangle hold on several pri-
.mary bills."

"While there is no authority to
disiplace any memiber* of the present
committee the agitation concerning
the reorganization has been renewed
in some quarters, ^nd it has been
stated that changes in the personnel
of, the body have been promised,
although many believe that the de¬
feat of last fall made it apparent
to every one that the present com-
liVittee in the next campaign wourd
meet the issues fairly and squarely,
for the voters gave convincing evi¬
dence that they were unwilling to
transfer their authority to a politi¬
cal committee.

..¦¦¦ cMms^ CiUAhe criticism of .tjie .pres¬
ent committee, the political leaders
contend, has been unfounded, and
yet in view of the promises made for

a reorganization to restore harmony
such a course will be followed, al¬
though nothing definite has been
made public as to the course which
wil be pursued when "weeding out"
conies.

"Several plans have been sug¬
gested for the proposed reorganiza¬
tion. Senator N. B. Scott announced
early his preference for a mass con¬

vention at some central point, where
the leaders of the parties, factional-
ists and all others with Republican
tendencies could gather, get their
differences settled according to Mar¬
quis of Queensberry rules and then
go home with a good taste in their
mouth, whooping it up for the grand
old party and heaping anathemas 011

the unterrified.'
"Fonmer Governor Dawson weigh¬

ed in with a comprehensive plan for
a reorganization, He Suggested that

the present committee call a state
conveution, to which each precinct,
in the state could send delegates,
thus making it representative of the
electors in every section of the state.
The state convention could thus or¬

ganize the state committee and take
any other such step in the interest
of perj>etuity of the grand old party.

Another suggestion, which has had
at least the indirect indorsement of
the Republican mermbers of the Leg¬
islature, is to add to the present
committee the 55 County Chairmen
of the state, making a large and
thoroughly representative committee
with an accurate knowledge of the
conditions existing in the state. A
.provision of this character was in¬
corporated in the Coffman primary
-bill, which had the support of the
Republicans in the Legislature. Af¬
ter 1912, the state committee was to
consist of 55 County Chairmen."

"No definite announcement has
been made as to the plan to be fol¬
lowed, but that the reorganization
will be made is the declaration that
is made by those who are in author¬
ity to know what the leaders are

thinking a>bout."

"West Virginia is one of the 3 0 or
more states which requested the
Federal Congress to submit to the
states the proposed amendment to
the Federal Constitution providing
for the direct election of United
states Senators, passed by the Unit¬
ed States Senate during the present
week."

"A joint resolution was passed
bv the West Virginia legislature
at the regular session last winter
asking the Federal Congress to sub¬
mit such an amendment to the state,
Uncle <Joe Carle, of Wood County,
being the patron of the resolution.
Little opposition was encountered in
the legislature, the only vote in the
State Senate being recorded against
the measure being that of Senator
W. A. MaeCorkle, law "partner 01
Senator Chilton.

"Senators Chilton and Watson
V .... , ¦<

+-+r.<,\ *>

supported tho proposed amendment
in tho United StateB Senate duringthe week. It will not affect the latter
in his candidacy for re-election, as
it. will be several years before it be¬
comes effective, 3 1 of the states be¬
ing required to ratify the amend¬
ment. The West Virginia Senators
voted to give the states control over
the election of United States Sena¬
tors, but when that amendment was
defeated they voted for the resolu-
ton containing the Bristow amend¬
ment to give the Federal Govern¬
ment control over the elections."

* 9 *

"Governor William E. Glasscock
used the short, and ugly word this
week when he replied to a statement
unade by Prof. R. P. Brinemade, of
Morgan town, recently deposed by the
Board of Regents as the professor
of mining engineeriitg. In a long in¬
terview the high brow attributed his
dismissal from the University to
Governor Glasscock, charging that
his discussion of economic questions
in the college town had displeased
the politicians and was the primary
cause of hs removfal."
"From the time the statement, was

made the Governor rushed the fight¬
ing, said that lie did not know Brins-
made, had never met him, did not
know that he was advocating any

i economic questions and was not con¬
sulted by the Board of Regents
when they applied the boot to the
advocate of the Henry George single
tax theory."

"Brinsmade was hired by the board
albout a year ago to take the place
of Henry M. Payne, also deposed
from the mining school. The board
believed that Brinsmade was devot¬
ing too much of his time to discuss¬
ing the Henry George theory of tax¬
ation, and Chairman M. P. Shaw key
of the Board of Regents, told the
college professor in his letter of dis¬
missal that he devoted too much
time to the discussion of economic
questions. The separation from the
state's .pay roll brought about a
squeal, in which the Russianized con¬
ditions at the university, where the
high brows have been denied free
speech, was depicted, but the cruel
Board of Regents did not relent and
the Governor in his little word of
three letters gave an accurate de¬
scription of what he thought of the
statement that lie was connected
with the can shower."

"Colonel Thoimas E. Hodges, for¬
mer mender M Jhf Board of Ccmtrol
and a Democratic gubernatorial can-*
didate three years ago, will assu.me
the Presidency of the StAt.e Univer¬
sity at Morgantown on January 1,
desires to be eliminatted as a. polit¬
ical factor hereafter, and says that'
he has achieved his ambition when
he takes up the reins of management
of the university."

"Although a Democrat, and re¬
garded in recent years as a possibli-

'

it y for almost any oftice in the stale,
a Republican Administration picked
the Monongalia man for the Presi¬
dency of the university, and in that
.position he intends to stick."

"Coming home from Washington
the other day, af . frequent reports

standard bearer in the campaign
next year for the Governorship, Col¬
onel Hodges announced that he had
retired from politics so far as the
acceptance of any political office was
concerned, and that even if the Dem¬
ocratic gubernatorial nomination
were tendered him he would decline.
Three years ago when he was a can¬
didate for Governor, Hodges had the
support of only one of the Demo¬
cratic leaders, John W. Davis, of
Clarksburg, who was elected to the
National House of Representatives
last fall. He was later tendered the
nomination for Secretary of State
by Colonel McGraw, who was in con¬
trol of the convention, but declined
and then McGraw gave the place to
Anam B. Littlepage, who also was
elected to Congress last fall."

that he would the Democratic

* * *

"Attorney-General Win. G. Conley
!s up in the Second Congressional
District this week, where they are
insisting that he return to Preston
County and make the race for Con¬
gress in the Second District, against
Congressman Wm. G. Brown. Inci¬
dentally, it is expected the Attorney-
General will look over the ground
while he is in the section and ascer¬
tain the drift of sentiment."

"There are a number of congress¬
ional possibilities under duscussion
during these hot summer days. 1 11
the Third District it is unlikely that
there will bo any opposition to Sam¬
uel B. Avis, of Knaawha County, as
the Kepiblican candidate if Avis de¬
sires the place, as former Congress¬
man Jos. IT. Gaines has declared he
will not be a candidate for Congress.

"Abraham Armisted T 1 1 v , of Ra¬
leigh county, who tried to put a
dent in .Jim Hughes' congressional
career last year, proved such a good
loser that he may be tendered the
nomination In the Republican Fifth
District, and told to go forth and
orate on the burning issues. "Uu-
burbbridge" Payne, of McDowell
county, huge contributor to Repub¬
lican majorities in the rock-ribbed
Fifth, may also get into the run¬
ning-, and McDowell has some votes."
"Some of the politicians of the'

northern section of the state aro
talking or running Earl Ogelby, man¬
ager of the big Waddington farm,
in Ohio county, as the Republican

i opponent <A Congressman John W.

personal friend of Governor Glass¬
cock, who stopped with the former
on his way home from Brooke coun¬
ty the forepart of the week, where
he spoke to the students at Bethany
College."

"As predicted, the Point Pleasant
charter, the bill which took such a
peculiar course in the State legis¬
lature last winter, has found its way
into the Supreme Court of Appeals,
and a hard legal battle was exper¬
ienced during the past . week at
Wheeling, where the high tribunal
is in section. The saloonists in Ma¬
son county asked for a writ of man¬
damus to ocmpel the Circuit Clerk
to issue the licenses as a ministerial
duty imiposed upon the Clerk, while
the charter advocates hold that its
enactment was legal and that the
County . Court has the authority to
grant or refuse licenses. The char¬
ter was passed during the winter,
and, after being sent to the Gov¬
ernor, who signed it, the State Sen¬
ate, within the two days prescribed
iby the rules of the Legislature, re¬
considered the' vote by which the
measure was passed. The action of
.the executive and the Legislature
raised a question for which there is
no precedent in the West Virginia
reports."

National Negro
Business League

Twelfth Annua] Meeting to be held
in Little Hock, Arkansas, Wednes¬
day, Thursday and Friday, August
10th, 17th and 18th jfoll.
For the ipeetings of the National

Educational Association to be helQ
in San Francisco in July, informa¬
tion has been furnished as to how
the arrangements should be made for
Pullman or Tourist Car parties. The
same information, with variations,
.may be of interest, and value to the
memibers of the National Negro Bus¬
iness League.

Experience has shown that atten
ance at meetings may be largely in¬
creased 'by organizing Pullman or
Tourist Car parties or special trains.
'Already a number of special Pull¬
man or Tourist Car parties for the
National Negro Business League
meeting to be held at Little Rock,
Afrkft'nflas, August 1 f»tl>, 17 th and
fgtii, are being organized through¬
out the country. All that is needed
is for some one to take the initia¬
tive. The following suggestions are
offered for the consideration of mem¬
bers of State and Local Negro Bus¬
iness Leagues and others interested:

1. Carefully canvass the matter in
your city or state. Formulate your
-plan of action, then select active
workers in each important center to
carry out the plan. In all cases
make the special Pullman or Tour¬
ist Oar party a personally conducted
affair.

2. Select the most attractive route
for the going trip to Little Rock
to arouse interest among the dele¬
gates. Start early enough to permit
stop-overs at ipoints of interest en

route, The one in charge of the
.party should make a careful study
of" points of interest, etc., that he
may in his correspondence, advertis¬
ing and on the trip speak with au¬

thority.
3. Get the active co-operation of

all the railroads and especially of
the initial line in your state. When
you have decided upon the route
you favor, write (or better see <i>er-
sonally) the General Passenger
iAgeti't of tjhat particular railway.
Tell him you will undertake the
work of securing a special car party
to the Little Rock meeting, if you
have positive assurance of his active
co-operation on the following lines:

(a) The railroad to furnish full
information to all prospective mem¬
ibers of the parties, giving data cov-
erng Itinerary and noints of inter¬
est en route to Lit tip Rock.

(b) The railroad to circulate this
information and itinerary with your
co-operation among the members of
your Ivocal or State leagues.

(c) The railroad to advertise the
special Pullman or Tourist car party
in all ttlie Negro newspapers of the
state.

(d) The railroad to send instruc¬
tions to its agents throughout your
state to carry out the active canvass
for members for the party, with your
co-operation.

4. Secure headq'l^ --"crs for your
party in Little Rock, through W. M.
Alexander, Chairman Committee on
Homes, 504 1-2 9t.h street, Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Persons intending to organize
such Tourist Car parties are urged
to kf*»p the Corresponding Secretary,
Emmett J. Scott, Tuskegee Institute
Alabama, in close touch with their
plans, so that he may bring parties
in thfr same territory together. A-
tention to this request will be cor¬
dially appreciated. It, will faciliate
the whole movement.

Yours very truly,
HOOKER T. WASHINGTON,

President.
Tti&kegee Institute, Ala., June 17,

1 <H 1 .

The Glass Blowera' Association of
the United States and Canada will
hold its next annual convention at
Columbus, Ohio, on July 10,

Message
of Hope

DELIVERED BY WASHINGTON AT
W1 1JIERFORCE <X>MMENCE¬

MENT EXERCISES'

Great Opportunities
Offered by the South in the Profes¬

sions and Many Lines of Business
for tiie Educated Colore*! Man
Upon Which Hie Destiny of the
Race Depends,

Wilberforce, Ohio, June 15.
Brooker T. Washington, head of the
famous Tuskegee Normal and In¬
dustrial .Institute, delivered the prin
cipal address todaV at the Centen-
.nial Celebration ii honor Bishop
Daniel A. Payne, founder and first
bishop of the A. nI. E. Church, be¬
fore a large audience of white and
colored people.
The exercises ..were held in con¬

nection with the forty-eighth annual
commencement of Wilberforce Uni¬
versity which was also founded by
Bishop Payne. .

"I sometimes fear that, we, as a

race, do not rightly appreciate the
advantages and opportunities which
we enjoy in this country. Since the
great bulk of our people, 9,000,000
at least, reside in the Southern
States, you must excuse me if 1
dwell a good deal on what T shall
pay unon the opportunities afforded
our people in the Southern States;
opportunities for development in
material, educational, professional
and religious directions.

"In numbers, we constitute, as it
were, a nation within ourselves. We
are 10,000,000 strong. Canada has
only 7,000,000 of people; Australia
4,000,000, Belgium 7,000,000 and
Holland 5,000,000. The combined
population of Norway, Sweden, Swit¬
zerland and Denmark is about
equal to the population of the black
race in America. We must learn to
use the strength of, numbers and im¬
prove onr condition'.* '

"This means that we should cul¬
tivate in an increasing degree in
every part of the country, pride of
race. If there is any one human be¬
ing whom 1 detest, it is the man or

woman who is ashamed of the race
to which he or she belongs; who Is
all the. time trying to get. away from
the race; who would rather be a

third rate white man than a first
rate black man. The Negro In
America must learn to have as much
pride in bis race as the Frenchman
or German oV the Irishman has i n
his racial idenity.

"There is a passage in the scrip¬
ture which reads something like
this; "The heavens were opened
and I saw visions of Ciod'. I be¬
lieve that the heavens are just, as

truly open today as they were
thousands of years ago; that we can
see visions of Hod just as truly as

the prophets of old did thousands of
years ago, and we must begin to
see these visions before it is too
late. Let us open our eyes and see

the visions that are in the South in
the direction of opportunity for ma¬
terial advancement.

"The foreigners who are fast flock¬
ing into the Southern states see

these visions and the Negro must
see them or the time will come when
he will be shut out from many op¬
portunities now offered him in the
Southland. We have a right by in¬
heritance, a right by the labor of
our forefathers to share in the rich¬
es of the South, and we must not let
prejudice nor inconvenience fright¬
en us away from sharing in this
birthright of today.
"Two hundred million acres, or

over fifty per cent of the total land
in the South is unimproved. There
are about 10,000,000 acres in Ala¬
bama* twelve million in Georgia, five
million in Louisiana, six million in
South Carolina and one hundred
million in Texas that are unimprov¬
ed, That means that there are two-
hundred million acres of land wait¬
ing: to bp cultivated; that means

that this land at the present time Is
comparatively cheap and can be pur¬
chased by black man or white man,
but it will not remain cheap long.

"In the past ten or fifteen years
land values in tbe South have in¬
creased very rapidly. In some in¬
stances the increase has been from
one hundred to five hundred per
cent. Lands which fifteen years ago
were selling at from $2.50 to $15.00
per acre are now selling at from
$20.00 to $100.00 per acre. The
wealth of the South has been In¬
creased by the rise in land values
alone over $500,000,000.

"White men from all parts of the
world are seeing this opportunity
and getting land. I want the Negro
to do the same thing, and I am glad
to see that many of our best colored
men throughout the South are seiz¬
ing this opportunity and are buying
large tracts of land. A landless race
means a poverty stricken race; a
landless race means a ; rdependent N

race with uncertain employment, one
that lives by picking up odd jobs
here and there; a landless race
means a non-tax paying race, an un¬
settled race, a thriftless race. Every¬where let us encourage our people to
enter into the posession of the soil
of this country, North and South.

"Throughout the South there are
numerous organizations that work
every day in the form of commercial
clubs, farmers' clubs, clubs to pro¬mote manufacturing and clubs to
promote merchandising, that have
foi their object the control and the
development of the immense ma¬
terial possessions of the South. The
Negro everywhere must wake up and
follow the example or these organi¬
zations.

"Let me be a little more specific
.the price of cotton is increasingin value every year. There is only
a small territory, so far fountl,where cotton can be profitably pro¬duced. That territory ... is in our
Southern states. The black man can
get this land. He can share in the
immense profits of the present and
the still greater profits of the future,in cotton growing. Cotton is being:
consumed in larger quantities every
year throughout the world; that
means an increase in price; that al¬
so means that it. will be harder in
the future to get cotton producing
land than it is new.
"We must remember that the

forces of nature draw no color line.
Sunshine and rain ure as helpful to
the black hand that tills and owns
ihe soil, as the white hand that tills
and owns the soil. The history of
the civilization of the world teaches
that the people who own the soil are
the people that are going to grow in
independence, grow in education,
grow In mora) and religious strength

"There are millions of acres of
land in the South that can he pur¬
chased for cotton raising, for truck¬
ing, for dairying and for fruit grow¬
ing. There are millions of acres
from which coal and iron can be got¬
ten, from which lumber can be
manufactured. All these are possi¬
bilities within the reach of the hum¬
blest black man in America.

. itnow of no one influence, no
one element that would add more to
the independence and the progress
of the 9,000,000 of Negroes in the
South, than for us to have, withiin
the next 20 years, 100,000 to 200,-
000 more intelligent successful in¬
dependent farmers scattered through
out this country, and these farmers
should not be composed of the ig¬
norant element of our race but.
should be composed of the educated
element of our race.

"Our vision need not be limited
to owning and cultivating the soil.
There are great opportunities in the
direction of manufacturing. Within
the past 25 years, the cotton man-
uiactu ring center of the country has
moved from New England into
North Carolina and South Carolina,
it is not. necessary for the Negro to
confine himself to tne1 mere mutter
of cotton raising. He can advocate
cotton manufacture in some form.

"The Negro, both in this and
other countries, is a great consumer
of coTFon goods. On a small scale,
at. least, lie can become a manufac¬
turer ot cotton goods. Here is an¬
other field for the energetic, capa¬
ble, educated colored man. Here¬
tofore in too large a degree, our ed¬
ucated men have felt that they must
either teach or preach, and not en¬
ter the field of commerce.
"The iSouth is full of the best

lumber suited for the manufacture
of all kinds of furniture. The lum¬
ber in Its use is as free to the color¬
ed man as to the white man. We
are great consumers of household
furniture. Why should not our edu¬
cated men begin the manufacture of
furniture? If we could manufac¬
ture one tenth of the household fur¬
niture i hat we, as a race, consume,
we would give employment to thou¬
sands of our men and women and
add immensely to our wealth, im¬
provement and" usefulness.

"To indicate to you to what ex¬
tent. the white man is taking to the
fact that within ten years Arkansas
lias increased her horse-advantage
of the natural resources of the
South, 1 have but to refer to the fact
that with in 10 years Arkansas has
increased her horsepower for man¬

ufacturing 214 per cent; South
Carolina has increased her horse¬
power for manufacturing purposes
2 20 per cent; Texas 2 5 0 per cent;
Louisiana 0 19 per cent. There is
vast water power in the South that
can be used for manufacturing pur¬
poses. Everywhere in the South peo¬
ple are using water power for
generating electricity. Examples of
tuis can be found near Augusta, (»a. ;
near Columbus, (»a., on the Talla-
i-oosa River, and near Montgomery ,

Alabama.
"If v\ e do not want to go into

t-itlier agriculture or manufacturing
mere a vast field open for the
educated colored inan in the direc¬
tion of merchandising. With such
a Held open as we have in the direc¬
tion of commerce in th? South there
is no leason why any intelligent,
energetic and educated colored man

need t<o about locking for a job. Ho
(an create a job for himself, an<t
when one creates his own job, he
Ketn into a position of power and in-
egro merchant is not dependent

upon the whims of political parties
01 color prejudice. There are places
in the South for 5,000 additional
dry goods stores, and there are col¬
ored people enough to support these
dry goods stores. In the South the
Negro Merchants Is not dependent
upon trade of his own race alone,
but throughout the South, while
there is prejudice in other lines in
business, the Negro has little pre¬
judice to contend with along this
line. Not only the colored man
trades at the colored man's dry
goods store, but the best white peo¬
ple are not afraid to patronize a
first -class dry goods store and the
same thing is true of other business
enterprises owned and controlled by
the colored people.

"There are openings in the Soutlyfor at least 8,000 additional grocecA
stores, for 3,500 additional dru>T
stores. There are openings in the
South for 2,000 shoe stores, 2,000
millinery stores, and there are com¬
munities in the South where 2,000
additional Negro banks can be open¬
ed and supported. Furtlfer than this
there are places in the South where,
at least 7 5 self-governing, self-sup¬
porting and self-directing towns or
cities may be established where the
colored people can have their own
mayor, their own board of alder¬
men, their own self-government
from every point of view. In the
last analysis, local self-government
is the most precious kind of self-
government.

"If none of these opening suit, the
ambition ol our educated colored
men and women, there is another
field that is ripe for the harvest,
that of education. There are a mil¬
lion and a half Negro children of
school age who do not enter any
school in the South, and there aro
hundreds of thousands of others who
are in school only 3 months out of
the 12 months. We need 30,000 ad¬
ditional school houses built in the
South, and we need, at least, 20,000
additional Negro school teachers.
But if the vision of the educated col¬
ored man cannot be realized in any
cf the callings to which 1 have re¬

ferred, there are still further open¬
ings in the South. 1 refer to the op¬
portunities in professional direc¬
tions. There are individual loca¬
tions in the South for at least 2,-
G00 additional doctors and 3,000 ad¬
ditional pharmacists, 2,000 addition¬
al dentists, and 1,000 veterinary
Surgeons. -

"In the lines of religious activities
and service, I want the young col¬
ored men and women to see the vis¬
ion aside from the opportunities to

preach the gospel. Wherever in any
community there are 2r>00,,or more*

colored people they are capable of
supporting a Y. C. A. building-
There arc 5(> cities in the country,
at least, where Y. M. C. buildings
could be established and supported.
"We must not become discourag¬

ed bv racial relations. True, we

have prejudice to contend with in
the South, as elsewhere. The color
line is often unjustly drawn through
out the country. We Tiave to endure
injustice; we have to contend with
injustice, but instead of letting pre¬
judice discourage us, we should use

it as a spur to urge us on to higher
efforts, to renewed enterprise.
"Who, in this audience, would

have thought that within less than
f»0 years after our race became free,
that the time would come when we

would have a President of the Unit¬
ed States who was strong and brave,
and wise enough to appoint a color¬
ed man to the position of Assistant
Attorney-General of the United
States, who would have thought
that within so short. T* period of time
we would have produced a colored
man who in education, and refine¬
ment, and culture, was capable of

filling such a position, and yet we

have found within less than fifty
years, in President William Howard
Taft. a President, who was capable
of making the appointment, and in

the person of William Henry Lewis,
we have found 'he colored man capa¬
ble of filling the position. When
such occurrences take place within
so short a period, who will dare to
be so short-sighted and faithless as

to grow discouraged? Truly we are

living in an era when old men shall
dream dreams and young men shall
see visions."

CHAIilJOHTON (ilKL .MAKING
(;< h >i>.

(Ann Harbor Daily News)
Ann Arbor. Michigan, June 13..

The annual recital of the pupils of
St. Thomas Conservatory of Music,
was given last evening before a large
and enthusiastic crowd. The playing
of Blanche (\ Kane and Phyllis Wa¬
ters, the latter of Charleston, was

mnooth and skillful. Miss Waters is
? he only Colored pupil In the Con¬
servatory and has never received
less than 9 '» per cent, in her classes.
She is a Junior in the High school.

Castro Not Aboard.
Port Au Prince, June 1">.. It Is

officially denied that Ciprlano Cas¬
tro, ex-President of Venezuela, is
aJboard the steamer Consul (Jrostuck,
The (Jrostuck arrived here at 3 o'¬
clock this afternoon flying the Ger¬
man flag, She fired a salute and
the officers of tthe vessel came ashore
and were received by President Si¬
mon.
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Technical
Education

FOR NEGROES) URGED RY TAPT
AN I),..ROOSEVELT. BUT TTHJEY .

CK^MENT> PI8K. k. .

Send Letters
T«^cv/nui>enceinent Exercises

. prais,I / 'University and Endorsing itsL/^ea for Help Made Necessary by^'Increasing Needs . Graduatingy Class Reaches High-water Mark.

Nashville, Tenn., June 17..The
forty-fifth commencement of Flak.
University, the college for Negroes,
at Nashville, was observed here this
week. The largest class but one in
the history of the college was grad¬
uated and received bachelor degrees.
Rev. Charles Eldward Stowe, son of
Harriet Beecher Stowe, made the
commencement address and read let¬
ters from President Taft and Col.
Theodore Roosevelt.

Mr. Stowe said in pa/rt; "Owinfc
to the exceeding difficulty, delicacy
and intricacy of the race problem
in the United States, it is essential
that those young people of the color¬
ed race who are being trained for "

service among their own peolple as
ministers, teachers, lawyers and doc¬
tors, have the very best possible
training, and the broadest outlook to
give them the efficiency which the
task before them urgently demands.
More industrial training is litterl/
inadequate. L#et us suppose that
Hooker T. Washington had received
only industrial education, fitting hiiii
for agriculture, or one of the
mechanical colleges, would' it not
safety and prosperity of our com-
try in this present, very serious cri¬
sis'?, Must, we not believe that there,
are in the race that has produced
Hooker T. Washington and Profes¬
sor Dubois and other leaders, young
men of ability and young womeijL
too, who can be trained for this
larger usefulness? It is notr the in¬
terest of the Negro race alone that
it is at stake, it is the pe&ce and
safety and phosperity of. our QO-m-t
mon country both north '' wttitA
for the negro is not the -problem o(
the South alone, but of the whoi#

'

nation. And as long, as prejudice
against the colored man continues it
will be absolutely essential that there
should be institutions, devoted es¬

pecially to his training for the very
difficult struggle which is before
him in the complex civilization into
which he has somewhat abruptly *

thrust, through the emancipation of
his race. Thfe afcte owes every in-,
dividual, white or black, and ade¬
quate equipment to fit him for the
great struggle- for existence In which
he must take his part. The history
of Fisk University, its stragetic posi¬
tion, all call- for an immediate and
and adequate provision for its most
important work. I will help in
every way I can to secure the $300,-
000 fund which is so greatly needed
to lift the burden of debt, repair the
.buildings and begin an endowiment,
the income of which will enaJble the
college to proceed in its work with-*
out financial embarasement. . That
the negroes have undertaken to raise
$10,000 and the white people of
Nashville $2 0,00 0 is very encourag¬
ing as it shows a disposition to help
you rselves."

Continuing Mr. Stowe read the
following extract front a letter:
'The White House, ?

Washington, "D. C.,
"1 am not one of those who be¬

lieve that it is wel to educate the
mass of Negroes with academic or
university education. On the con¬

trary, I am firmly convinced that
the hope of the negro is in his in¬
dustrial education throughout the
South, and in teaching him to be a

better farmer, a better carpenter, .

a better machinist, a better .black- .

smith than he is now; and to make
more bUick«miths and more good
farmers than there are among the
Nee roes.

But, I have studied the matter
"onsidera'bly, and have also becomef
convinced that It is necessary to
have {» few high-class negro univer¬
sities for those who are to be the
leaders of the race and who are to
figure prominently in a professional
way-.their ministers, their physi¬
cians. their lawyers and their teach¬
ers.-bora use we have got to treat
the race as distinct from the whites.
believe that nothing can do so»

much toward establishing a real
nucleus for leadership among their*
as the maintenance of such a univer¬
sity as Fisk.

It has the largest number of
Negro college students of any school
of the standard which it sets, and
i' any univefsitv of the kind is to
be encouraged, it s Flsk University".
Thb: is proven not only by an ex&ml-
r at ion of its college statistic*!, but
by the testimony of the -best white
men in the community where It ex-^
ercise* lt« in Influence.. . »

"Sincerely yours, ,
* -

"William H. Taft*
In conclusion Dr. Stowe re#d th#-

.*qoa iov<i kq a*/uttui«o


