
THE COMMERCE OF CALIFORNIA.Coast Trade.
By GEORGE C. PERKINS, Ur)ited States SeQator.

THE earliest mode of travel to the
Golden Gate was that known
as coasting, for in no other

way could California then be reached.
San Francisco's first settlers came
hither by water, and although the
pony express and overland stage

which followed later were succeed-
ed by railroad facilities for pas-
senger and freight transportation,
the coast trade of California has al-
ways been of vast importance to the
people and the State, and willcontinue
to occupy a position of steadily increas-
ingvalue in the world of commerce as
time goes on.

During the twenty-five years in
which Ihave been engaged in the
steamship business 1 have watched
with interest the wonderful develop-
ment of coast trade along the Pacific's
shores. Its growth has been as rapid

as that of the great commonwealth to
which it is allied, for where once an
occasional ship dotted the horizon on
its way to and from San Francisco,
many hundreds are now not only em-
ployed in constant trahlc between this
point and the other great shipping cen-
ters of the world, but are navigating
the coast line from A-aska to Lower
California. Harbors have been im-
proved, lighthouses established and
buoys placed, and the march of prog-

ress has this year resulted in a much-
needed addition to our harbor equip-
ment

—
that of a lighthouse ship to be

placed, with engine and lights, in Gold-
en Gate on the bar where now there is
only a buoy. This ship willbe a bea-
con whose light can be seen far out
upon the ocean, a welcome guide to
mariners. The Government, at the last
Congress, appropriated three million
dollars for harbor improvements.

In th<" coasting trade a formidable
rival has arisen in the shape of steam
schooners which have auxiliary steam
power, as well as sail. These are trans-
porting lumber and other coast pro-
ducts cheaper than the railroads can
afford to do it, and lumber men and
farmers are benefited accordingly. On
the north and south farmers are placed

within comparatively easy access of
San Francisco, the great distributing
depot of the coast. Grain is brought
from as far north as Willamette Val-
ley, Or., at nominal cost. In short, the
output of native products has nothing
now to check it.

Competition has tended to solve the
problem which once confronted the
farmers, namely, how to place their
wares upon the market at profit to
themselves. The coast trade of Cali-
fornia and the Pacific slope was never
in better commercial condition than
to-day. Yet this may be merely the be-
ginning of a vast amount of commerce
to come.

In reply to the question as to what
is needed to develop it,Ishould say
increased business. A healthy and
growing activity in business will build
up coast trade. Demand for lumber,
cultivation of the land, opening of
mines, building of canneries and fac-
tories, everything in fact that gives
impetus to trade in our State, infuses
new life into the coasting trade.

Take, for instance, our great fishing
industries. We have salmon canneries
from Humboldt County to Alaska. The
salmon industry to-day of the Pacific
Coast approximates fifteen millions an-
nually. Each cannery established has
a direct effect upon shipping interests.
The demand for boxes for transporta-
tion purposes enlivens the lumber
trade and in turn increases that of th-
coast, since they must be conveyed
thence to their destination. On Coos
Bay and along the coast of Oregon em-
ployment is given to hundreds by the
shipping of coal. Therefore the coal
mines must be operated, the coal re-
sources of the West developed, that
they may have their share in the devel-
opment of coast trade. Hundreds of
vessels are now employed in the trans-
portation of lumber from the rich for-
ests of the West yellow pine, white
pine, sugar pine, cedar and redwood.
They carry tons upon tons of railroad
ties, shingles, clapboards, bridge ma-
terials and other lumber products. Ac-
tivity in building means stimulus to
coast trade, whether it be the building
of houses, or ships destined to swell
the ocean traffic.

The operation of quarries in Cali-
fornia. Oregon and Washington has an
Important bearing on the subject. We
have onyx, marble, granite and sand-
stone, waiting to be taken from the
earth and made ready for shipment.

To further develop coast trade we

need another Klondike. The present
one has been the means of giving tre-
mendous impetus toshipping industries.
Alaska is a country of wonderful min-
eral possibilities, for beside its gold
fields it contains untold quantities of
copper and iron, nickel and cinnabar.
There are hundreds of vessels engaged
in trade with Alaska, and the coming
year will see a great increase and de-
velopment of that trade.

From Portland, the metropolis of the
Pacific northwest,' to San Diego, we
have some of the busiest ports known
to commerce. The registered tonnage
in and out of the Columbia River in
1894 was 730 vessels and 669,000 tons, its
commerce no less than 57,000,000, exclu-
sive of products and merchandise
shipped by rail. All the ocean steam-
ers call at Astoria, which is a city of

jenterprises embracing large tanneries,
lumber and saw mills, salmon can-
neries, tin can factoiies and other in-
dustries. A system of jetty work at
Humboldt Bay has made it a safe and
accessible port, increasing the depth of
water on the bar and maintaining per-
manency in the course of the channel.
Eureka, originally a dense forest of
redwood, is a thriving port with a live-
ly water front, its commercial Interests
centering around its wharves. No ship-
ping industry has been so carefully de-
veloped, unless it be that of lumber
manufacturing, there being nearly
forty lumber and shingle mills in the
vicinity, principally controlled by resi-
dents of Eureka. Unrigged barges,
steam and sailing vessels are constant-
lyarriving or departing. No other city
in America owns so large a proportion
of the vessels trading at the port on
which the city is located. Large quan-
tities of freight are discharged from
Port Harford. Santa Barbara, though
mainly a picturesque resort, does an
excellent shipping business in lumber,
fruits, nuts, etc. Port Los Angeles has
the longest and most expensive wharf
in the world, where vessels, including
colliers, are always to be seen lying or
discharging. San Diego, renowned as
a health resort, has one of the prettiest
harbors on the coast. From San Simeon
and Cayucos are shipped butter, cheese
and other dairy products. Lompoc
Landing exports products of the soil;
Goleta, cereals, asphaltum. fruits and
nuts; Carpinteria is the shipping point
for an exceedingly rich valley; Ven-
tura that for Santa Clara Valley on the
north, where are raised immense quan-
tities of wheat, barley and beans, and
where livestock, crude petroleum and
asphaltum are exported. Hueneme, the
shipping point for this valley on the
south of the river, ships more farm
products than any other grain section
south of San Luis. Newport, 380 miles
from San Francisco, has an immense
traffic in oranges, lumber and other
Southern California products. Los An-
geles, twenty miles from the seaboard,
has five shipping points on the sea-
coast

—
Port Los Angeles, San Pedro,

Redondo, East San Pedro and Newport.
The sinking of oil wells there willmake
a market for this fuel outside of the
city and thus increase coast business.

No railroad company, no steamship
line has exclusive right of way on the
ocean. The ocean is the best possible
regulator of commerce better than all
the railroad commissions in the coun-
try. A wise policy on the part of our
Government has decreed in laws on our
statute books that no vessel of any de-
scription can engage in coast trade un-
less it is of American make, controlled
by American- interests.

Every step taken to advance our
commercial, manufacturing, viticultur-
al, horticultural, agricultural, mining
and other industries benefits coast
trade. According to authoritative state-
ment. California has 33,000,000 acres of
arable land adapted to the production
of beet sugar. With this acreage we
should raise beets enough to supply
the entire United States with sugar.

There is no reason why the future of
our State should not reach the highest
expectations conceived for it. Its cli-
mate is unexcelled. A*Mecca for con-
sumptives and invalids generally, its
death rate is nevertheless lower than
that of any other State in the Union.
Its citrus fruits compare with any.
Spain has not equaled its olive oil. Its
wines, wools, farm products, grain,
cattle, sheep and horses compel the ad-
miration of the world. The most vivid
imagination cannot portray what is
possible for California within the next
half century. It is indeed God's own.
country.

GEORGE C. PERKINS.

THE NICARAGUA CANAL, Byj.m. eddy.

Value of the Nicaragua Canal
to the Pacific Coast

THE
"poular sentiment in favor of

the Nicaragua Canal has largely

resulted from agitation proceed-
ing from the Pacific Coast, especially
from California, where public opinion
has for several years been practically

unanimous in favor of its construction.
There are easily understood reasons

why the people of California should be
the first to grasp the fullimportance of
this great enterprise and continue ad-
vocating it with unflagging zeal and
energy, when large districts of the
East, though destined to share equally
in its benefits, are apparently indiffer-
ent. The Californian has more at
stake. He is thousands of miles far-
ther from the great markets of the
world. He is a larger producer than
any other inhabitant of ,the whole
country. The stirring conditions of
life have taught him to look for new
channels of operation and to constant-
ly seek new markets. He has come in
closer touch with the gigantic energies
of a rapid civilization. He has famil-
iarized himself with the necessity, in
engineering ventures, of expending
large amounts in order to bring about
large results. But chiefly his zealous
interest in this project is traceable to
the fact that the staple productions of
the State are of such a bulky nature
that the mountain barriers and long
distances will not permit of their eco-
nomical transportation by land.
Ibelieve that the first direct result

of the construction of the Nicaragua
Canal willbe a marked increase in the
value of all productive real property in
the State. The first fruit will even
come before the canal is completed.
As soon as the Government has guar-
anteed its construction, capital is
bound to discount time, anticipate the
increased dividends resulting from the
use of the waterway, and invest Inall
available property promising advan-
tages in consequence of the new route

of trade. This Increase in certain
classes of land will be so pronounced
that itmay amount to 50 per cent or 100
per cent of present values.

Perhaps the most immediate and sat-
isfactory accretion will come to the
timber lands of the State, especially the
redwood lands, every acre of which
will be made suddenly available for
profitable lumbering. Wheat lands
would properly be enhanced from ten
to twenty times the amount that could
be saved in transporting the product
of an acre to Liverpool. The value of
pastures might not be increased by so
noticeable an amount per acre, but the
percentage of appreciation would quite
likelybe higher in consequence of the
facilities that would be afforded for
the shipment of cattle and meats di-
rect to European markets and the
economies effected in marketing the
wool produced, on the coast. The ap-
preciation would certainly be sufficient
to remove all danger of early forfeit-
ure to the incumbrances acquired by
past misfortunes. Because of the high
value of fruit lands, the direct effect of
the operation of the canal may not add
so large a per cent of value, but the ac-
tual increase in acre value is likely to
be much . greater than in the other
classes.

The census of 1890 reported 52,891
farms in California with a total area
of 21,427,293 acres, of which 12,222,837
acres were under cultivation. The value
of this agricultural realty was estimat-
ed at $697,116,630, and the annual pro-
ducts were valued at over $87,000,000.
This would Indicate that the gross re-

turns from agriculture in the State are
annually about 12% per cent of the
value of the farming lands. It would
be, Ithink, a very moderate estimate
to compute 10 per cent of the value of
agricultural realties as the immediate
accretion to be expected as a result of
the completion of the canal. But in
order that we may be well within the
margin of certainties, Iwill venture
only the positive statement that agri-
cultural properties will be increased 5
per cent in value. Computing this on
the estimate made by the census au-
thorities nearly eight years ago, Cali-
fornia is assured of the enormous lump
benefit to the chief producing class of
$34,855,831 50. As this increase in value
is derived entirely from the enhanced
value of the farm products then it is
apparent that the value of the annual
output would be Increased between
four and five million dollars.
Ifwe turn to a consideration of the

accretion of value to timber lands, still
more marked results are obtained. In
the counties of Humboldt, Mendocino
and Del Norte are still standing at
least 75,000,000,000 feet of merchantable
redwood. Five years ago a prominent
lumber manufacturer of Humboldt
County said to me: "Were we merely
assured of the construction of the Ni-
caragua Canal before the end of the
century, it would add one dollar to
the stumpage value of every thousand
feet of redwood standing in this coun-
ty."
Ido not consider that a wild state-

ment, and few will dispute that the
construction of the canal will add at
least 25 cents to the value of every
thousand feet of redwood now stand-
ing. Computed at this modest figure
it would give the enormous sum of$18,750,000 as the enhancement in the
redwood lands of three counties.

The completion of the Nicaragua
Canal would immediately energize
every port, roadstead and trade center
on the coast and the interior water-
ways of California. The activities that
would be set in motion at these points
are immeasurable. The impetus would
not only be felt in shipping and com-
mercial circles, but the ship-building
industry would be stimulated to a de-gree never before known at any point
on the Pacific Ocean. These results are
inevitable -Rid must be admitted by all
who have made a study of the tremen-
dous energies that will be induced by
the canal. Every port on the coast will
become in fact an outfitting point, and
also a way station in the great traffic.
Iam prohibited by the limited scope

of this article from considering in de-
tail the benefits that the opening of
the canal would bring to special pro-
ducers. The shortening of a waterway
by 10.000 miles is of such mighty con-sequence that the wheat growers of theSan Joaquin and Sacramento valleys
do not have to be reminded again of
their direct interest in the enterprise.
The lumbermen who have experiment-
ed in sending cargoes around the Horn
to Africa and Europe, to Boston and
to Buenos Ayres. have so long beenclamoring for the canal to enable them
to reach the markets of the east thatit Is only mockery to explain to themthe certain benefits accruing there-from. Wool growers, leather manufac-turers, fruit associations and producers
of all imperishable goods, are too fa-
miliar with the economies of watertransportation to doubt the benefits tobe derived from the canal. In the coun-ty of San Joaquin stand seven import-
ant factories that are sending goods toEastern points that can be reached bywater, but which are now shipped byrail because the voyage around theHorn consumes too much time.

While trie events of the past fewmonths have made it almost impera-
tive that the nation should hasten theconstruction of the canal for strategicreasons, and that access may be hadto the commerce of the Pacific, it isstill true that the benefits that thecompleted canal would immediately
bring to California and its people willfully balance the entire cost of thegreat enterprise.

_ \u25a0'" » J* M. EDDY. !i

Inland Trade.
By F. W. DOrjRMANN, PresideQt Merchants' Associatioo-

_ _
/HY is so much business of

111 the interior diverted from
111 San Francisco? This is a
\_l\_J question which puzzles and

troubles every merchant
whose business extends be-
yond the limits of the city,

and indirectly interests and affects
even these. Primarily the merchants
and manufacturers of the city may to
some extent be themselves to blame, as
they failed in many instances to real-
ize the necessity of adopting different
business methods when Eastern deal-
ers and manufacturers began to com-
pete directly and actively on this coast.

What Ithink San Francisco lacked
at that time was friction; the kind of
friction which is produced by an ac-
tive, direct and visible rival. We have
been alone in our glory on this coast
and did not recognize the importance

cf the competition which developed by

travelers coming out here and divert-
ing a little trade here and there, to
this city or that in the East, because
each such diversion seemed too trifling

to notice, and before we knew it all
these little rivulets became a vast and
mighty river, which made it appear, at
least for' a time, that San Francisco
had seen its best days as a distribut-
ing point for this coast. But gradu-
ally our merchants are learning from
their competitors and putting them-
selves in shape to fight these
competitors on their own lines and in
their own manner, so that in many
branches, particularly where freight is
a material item in the cost of goods,

San Francisco has regained its su-
premacy.

What is still lacking is a broader
spirit among our merchants, a spirit
which will induce them to stand to-
gether to help each other, and rather
see a competitor make a sale than to
see the customer go to other places.
Itis this spirit which is particularly

noticeable in Chicago, where the rule
is "every merchant first for himself,

next for Chicago as against the whole
world."

This spirit will probably be devel-
oped here more through the active
competition of direct rivals, which our
southern and northern cities on the
coast are gradually growing to be, than
trough any inherent qualities of our
own, like a family which becomes unit-

ed the moment an outsider interferes
with its internal affairs. But the great-
est advancement of San Francisco's
commerce and particularly its manu-
facturing Interests must come from
the greater development and increased
population of our coast, and ifour cap-
italists, merchants, manufacturers,

our laborers and even our professional
men but realized the possibilities of our
territory each one would strive accord-
ing to his means and opportunities to
add something to the attractiveness of
our city and the productiveness of our
surroundings. And here again Imust
feel that we have been to a certain ex-
tent guiltyof neglect in the past. : .

We talk about manufacturing and
the benefits which would result If our
wants were largely supplied by home-
made products, but we forget that
manufacturers can only compete suc-
cessfully if they have a sufficient num-
ber of consumers to manufacture in
quantities and to keep the manufac-
turing . going throughout the year.
Many other things might be said on
these subjects, but they can be better
said by others. *.••:•

Ihope Ihave in the above remarks
set a few of our people thinking and
induced some to resolve firmly, first, to
push our opportunities individually

and collectively, and next to assist
every movement and enterprise for the
purpose of increasing these opportuni-
ties, all of which, if generally done,

will make the future of San Francisco
and this coast as bright and prosper-
ous as the unsurpassed natural condi-
tions surrounding us intended it to be.

THE WORLD'S BUDDHISTS.
Itwillbe surprising to many to know

the vast number of Buddhists there are
in the world. Itis the chief religion of
Siam, Burmah. Japan, Corea, and it
has millions of followers in China and
India.

There are in Japan 72.000 Buddhist
temples, and in the city of Kioto there
are 3500 temples which are devoted to
this religion. Some of the most gor-
geous temples of the world are the
wonderful structures in which Buddha
is worshiped at Bangkok in Slam. At
Rangoon, in Burmah, there is a famous

structure known as the Golden Pagoda,

which is said to rest over several of
the actual hairs which came from
Buddha's head. It is a mountain of
gold, or rather of brick and stone
plastered over with gold leaf.
It is built upon a mighty platform,

and its base is about a quarter of a
mile in circumference, and these ter-

races of gold go upward in bell-like
stories to a height greater than that of
any church spire or any structure in
this country. Ithas a base of fourteen
acres, and on its top there is a great

golden umbrella, to the ribs of which
jewels are hung.

The whole of this vast structure is
plated with gold. It is hundreds of
years old, and ithas been plated again

and again, and there are, undoubtedly,

millions of pounds' worth of metal
mixed with the brick and plaster of
which it is made.

One King of Burmah vowed that he
would give its weight in gold to this
monument if Buddha would grant

him something that he wanted.
Buddha accepted the proposition. At
least his wish became true, and when

he hopped on the imperial scales it is
said that he registered 170 pounds. The
vow cost him just about £9000 in gold

leaf.
There are temples in China which

contain thousands of little gold Budd-
has, and there is one" at Nanking in
which there are 10,000 gods under one
roof. Some of them are very small
gods, but the priests assert that they
actually number 10,000, and all are
plated with gold leaf. Slam has a tem-
ple devoted to Buddha, a part of which
is carpeted with woven silver, and a
very lively monastery in Corea finds
shelter for hundreds of monks.

Throughout the whole Ear-tern world
the finest of the temples and the fat-
test of the priests are those of the
Buddhist religion, and though the
faith may be sleeping it is by no means
dead. It is impossible to say if it is
due to their religion or not, but the
Buddhists of the East are, in most re-
spects, kind and gentle one toward an-*
other. _______

I

FACTS FOR BACHELORS.
Some curious figures have lately been

made public by a celebrated Berlin
physician which seem to point to the
fact that if a man wants to live long
and preserve his health and strength
he ought to marry. These figures may,
perhaps, serve to make up the unde-
cided minds of young men who are
hesitating about taking the plunge
into matrimony.

Among unmarried men between the
ages of 30 and 45 the death rate is 27
per cent. Among married men be-
tween the same ages it is only 18 per
cent. For forty-one bachelors who live
to be 40 years of age seventy-eight
married men triumphantly arrive at
the same period. The difference gets
all the more marked as time goes on.

At 60 years of age there are only 22
bachelors to 48 married men; at 70
there are 11 bachelors to 27 who are
married, and by the time they reach 90
the married men are 3 to 1, for there
are 9 of them to every 3 bachelors. And
yet, in the face of facts like these, we
still find men daring to remain single.
It really is as much as their lives are

worth if they only came to think of it-
Men may talk of their lives being
shortened by domestic worries and
anxieties and cares. That is all rub-
bish. Statistics must tell the truth,
and these statistics of the Berlin doc-
tor say that the man who is a bache-
lor stands in far greater risk of a
shortened span. Of course any wife
can tell you she knows where the se-
cret lies.

Men who have somebody to look
after them, to feed them properly andsee that they change their wet boots
and come home at night at reasonable
hours— these are the men who keep
easily well and live long.

The miserable bachelor who has no
one to care whether he lives on burned
mutton chops and sleeps in damp
sheets, whether he leaves his top coat
at home when he has the influenza or
gets overheated at cricket and then
lies full length on the wet grass— this
is the man who defrauds the insurance
offices and goes down to an untimely
grave.

He may not sleep any the better for,
having a widow's tears to bedew the
daisies above his final resting place, but
at least he will not have quitted the
world "unwept, unhonored and unsung."
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