
THE STORY
OMMENSURATE with the

ja9m*a< growth and progress of San
f^^ Francisco and California
I have been the growth and% progress of The Call and for

more than a generation the, name of the paper has been
a household word throughout
the West. Forty-one years

ago this December The Call was born
in a dingy little room on Montgomery
street in what was known as the Blue
Wing building. Its existence began
toward the close of a troublous pio-
neer epoch, and its early career was
fraught with the severest trials. A
contrast between the first issue of The
Call and its average edition ofthe pres-
ent day might discover a similarity in
a contrast between hte contracted
quarters of the paper of 1856 and the
present home of The Call

—
the most

elegant and spacious newspaper build-
ing in all the land.

In the forty-one years of The Call's
lifetime there are several natural per-
iods, each clearly marked and charac-
terized by the management that con-
trolled it. The first period, from 1856
to 1869, was one of uncertainty, unrest
and almost superhuman struggles
against adverse circumstances. The
Call was founded by five printers

—
James J Ayres, David W. Higgins,

Charles F. Jobson, Llewellin Zublin
and William L. Carpenter and the ini-
tialnumber appeared December 1, 1856.

The selection of a novel and striking
name had been one of the first points
considered. During the discussion one
of the quintet happened to glance to-
ward a wall of the room where a post-
er hung announcing that Charles Pope

and Julia Dean Hayne would appear
in a comedietta entitled "The Morning
Call" at the Metropolitan Theater, on
Montgomery street.

"What objection is there to styling it
The Call?" he asked.

"That's a good name," declared
Ayres, and The Call the new venture
was christened.

Of the founders, Ayres was unques-
tionably the leader in brains and en-
terprise, and he foresaw a remarkable
future for the paper.

The year of the paper's birth was
distressful for California in compari-
son with the halcyon days that had
been. The virgin placers had been
washed over, the mad excitement of
picking up gold along every stream
•was fast subsiding, and all hands were
counting up. The mines were suppos-
ed to be petering out. Fraser River and
Comstock excitements were yet to
come, business was at a standstill, the
social system had not recovered from
the drastic measures of the second Vig-
llance Committee, and public confl-

dence was actually paralyzed. The
State was undergolnge the transition
from the era of placer mining to the
era of agriculture and commerce.

On this sandspit of business desola-
tion the newspapers lay, gasping for
breath. Trade was reduced to selling
goods at auction, and two papers bare-
ly maintained life by publishing the
bulk of the auction advertisements.•The others weakened gradually till It
seemed as if the epidemic of financial;depression must carry them all away.
vFrank Soule's California Chronicle'died of inanition. Frank Bonnard's
Sun and the Herald of John Nugent
likewise surrendered to the inevitable.
Every month saw new mounds in thenewspaper graveyard. In that very dis-tressful year, 1856, fourteen newspapers
were started in hopes of tiding theirowners over to better times. One by
one they drooped and died, and whenwinter's chill rains were past only oneof the fourteen was left—The Call a
survival of the fittest.

At the start the managers of thepaper decided to make no entangling« -nances. The Vigilance Committee,
""-..eh hpgan '<\u25a0*\u25a0• \u25a0*-+*•*-\u25a0 <*.*•.. , _\u25a0...„,,....-

--. . ,\u25a0.*-.« bar, finished its work,and

was in a transition state, passing into
an organized local political party for
the purpose of controlling the munici-
pal policy of San Francisco. The com-
mittee wished to keep clean a city
government which it had already
cleansed. The Call was started a few
months after the dlsbandment of the
committee and Its managers resolved
to treat the vigilance question as

_
dead issue, and only to refer to it whe.-
reference could not be avoided. Itwas
a wise conclusion. By a sort of tacit
understanding among the best men in
the community the subject was rele-
gated to the dead past. The Call ad-
dressed itself particularly to the task
of making as good a local paper a3 was
possible with its limited resources, and
as the wants of the city at that time
required. In Federal politics it was
Union-Democratic, and it retained its
Democratic coloring up to the time
the paper changed hands in 1869. It
was independent in local affairs, ap-
plying the Jeffersonian text, "Is he
honest?

—
is he capable?" to every can-

didate for a municipal office, whether
he trained as Republican, Democrat
or Know Nothing.

In 1857, Carpenter disposed of his In-
terest to the late George E. Barnes,

and Zublin's share was purchased by
Peter B. Forster. Higgins sold to the
other partners, and the proprietorship
of the paper then rested with Messrs.
Ayres, Barnes, Forster and Jobson.

The Call reaped the crop of libel suits
usual to outspoken, independent jour-
nals bent on exposing and remedying
public wrongs. Its harvest of such un-
welcome fruit commenced early. The
first and most important suit was the
celebrated Snyder case in 1559, growing
out of real or alleged crookedness on
the part of local employes of the
United States Branch Mint. There
were two Snyders belonging to Uncle
Sam's money house as an assay
and the other (Major Jacob R. Snyder)
as United States sub-treasurer, the
principal financial officer of the Gov-
ernment on the coast. The Information
concerning shady transactions at the
Mint came to the editors of The Call
through a person who was deaf as a
post. He heard imperfectly, and as
a consequence related incorrectly.
He mixed the Snyders as completely
as the babies were mixed in "Pinafore."
His blunder cost The Call people a
pretty penny in the way of legal ex-
penses, and they narrowly escaped fine
and imprisonment. The case was tried
before Judge T. W. Freelon of the then
County Court. Colonel E. D. Baker
appeared for the prosecution, and
Messrs. Love and Watson for the de-
fense. Freelon charged palpably
against The Call, but the majority

of the intelligent jury, of which
the late Henry M. Newhall. was fore-
man, held that the offense was one of
misconception and not of intent. The
jury failed to agree. The Major was
subsequently placated by an ample
apology in the columns of The Call,
and consented that a nolle pros be en-
tered. The Call's work in this particu-
lar case proved of great public benefit.
After investigation before the United
States Grand Jury, a revolution took
place In the working force of the
Branch Mint. There was intense ex-
citement at the time, but after it was
all over the office air was much more
wholesome and agreeable.

In the damage suits brought to trialno damages, excepting in one case,
were ever given. That case was a suit
brought by a colored man namedBrown, who was stopped when about
to embark on the unfortunate steam-
ship Brother Jonathan. Brown was de-
tained by a Sheriff's officer until hecould pay some money he owed. The
Call reporter, in narrating the cir-
cumstance, called him a "negro," and
rounded up bis paragraph by the r~""' '"""
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the case. He held that the term "ne-
gro," as applied to an American citi-
zen, was libelous in the strict sense,
and the winding up of the local item
was also of the same character. Brown
sued for $5000 and the jury gave him
$500. The defendants bought up at a
small figure some judgments against
the man and turned them in in satis-
faction of damages. The result of this
case was not unexpected.

The bulkhead bill, one of the most
important Introduced in the State Leg-

Islature during the accidental govern-
orship of John G. Downey in 1880, was
zealously opposed by The Call as a
measure fraught with mischief to the

!best interests of San Francisco, inas-
much as it proposed to give to a
syndicate of foreign capitalists—prin-
cipally French possession of this city's
water front, with the privilege of col-
lecting tolls there for fifty years. The• principal agent of the scheme was the
well-known Judge Levi Parsons, a

jman of great energy and infinite re-
:sources, but not nice in the manner
of exercising those qualities. It was

isaid at the time that he had subsidized
one or two San Francisco papers to

!advocate this measure. The Call
fought it vigorously up to the time
Governor Downey finally extinguished
the measure by his veto. Itwas a bit-
iter fight while it lasted, and In some
Iquarters the defeat of the bill was
Ikeenly felt.

When the war broke out In IS6I the
Union sentiment in the State of Cali-
fornia was fostered and defended by
The Call, and by the Union of Sacra-
mento, while other journals publish.*
in the same places were on'y lukewarm
or altogether in favor of the right of
secession.

One of the chief struggles of The Call
in the early part of Its career was In

!obtaining news by means of the over-,
iland telegraph, completed early in 1861.
The high-priced papers of San Fran-
cisco, and the Sacramento . Union.
charging 25 cents per week, obtained a
monopoly of this privilege. They were
bound to do this in order to debar a

Isome time, and were accurately de-
:ciphered. The telegraph charge was 50
j cents per word, or $150 per week of six
issues. The manner in which The
Call obtained the desired news by
the secret system fretted the big
papers. It was continued until The
Call's St. Louis correspondent sent
in advance of the regular press
dispatches a cipher conveying news of

ithe battle of Fort Donelson on Febru-
ary 15, 1862, and the success of the| Union forces under General Grant.

An extra was u-iniediately issued, and
a big hit was made with the public.
That was the last news cipher received
over the wires. The telegraph mag-
nates flatly refused to transmit any
more for this paper, although required
to do so by law. To all protests and
threats of suits for damages they calm-
ly replied they would take the conse-
quences. They could not afford to
quarrel with their high-priced news-
paper clients for the sake of The Call.

withstanding this newspaper
combination against The Call, its cir-
culation went up steadily. While at-
tending to this cipher business in the
East, The Call's agent also made a
contract for the celebrated "Satanella"
letters, for years a feature in its col-
umns. Much curiosity was felt as to
their author, and wagers were freely
made that the writer was a woman.
The letters came from the pen of Colo-
nel John S. Dv Solle, literary editor
ln IS6I of Noah's New York Times and
Messenger.

The room in the Blue Wing building
having become too small for the In-
creasing business of the young journal,
a move had been made in 1858 to

popular journal like The Call that
charged only 12-& cents. There was no
difficulty in getting the State and
coast news over the wires of a smaller
organization, called the Alta Company.
Allsorts of expedients were resorted to
in order to get the desired news. The
most ingenious plans failed to work
against the business, jealousies and op-
position of The ("all's rich and for-
midable rivals. At last a plan was hit
upon which it was thought might meet
the difficulty. A cipher was carefully
prepared strictly with a view to the
nature of the war news to be commu-
nicated.- Two copies were made, one
of which was left with the.managing
editor of The Call and the other
taken East by one of the members of
the firm In the latter part of 1861.

The offices of the Overland Telegraph
managers were in St. Louis at that
time. First an attempt was made to
get the monopoly to consent to furnish
the paper with the desired news. The
request was denied, so the cipher plan
was carried Into effect. The cipher was
intrusted to a competent man connect-
ed with one of the St. Louis dailies
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:the two-story house on the southeast
j corner of Clay and Montgomery,
i where, three or four years after, the
ioffice was partially destroyed by fire.
;The paper's rivals declared that it
i could not survive the disaster. But
they mistook the temper and spirit o.

1 the young men who had the infant en-
i terprise in hand. There was no Mon-

day morning Issue, and consequently
! there were two full days in which to

look around. A notice was published
,in the Alta that '_iic Call woUiU up-

pear as usual on Tuesday morning.
Those who had visited the smoking
ruins did not think the feat possible.
A section of Munson & Valentine's
printing establishment on Clay street
was leased, and inside of a few hours
arrangements were completed and the
paper's proprietors fulfilledtheir prom-
ise.

This feat was applauded by the ap-
preciative public and* The Call gained
great prestige by it. In a few
months the difficulties of gaining pro-
per facilities for press work were over-
come and the paper moved into a new
establishment in a brick structure ad-
joining the present Sub-Treasury
building on Commercial street. It re-
mained there till ISG9, when the new
proprietors moved the plant to Clay
street, between Leldesdorff and San-
some.

There Is an incident in "The Call's"
career which shows how firmly the
people of this city and state are wed-
ded to the use of hard money as a cir-
culating medium. People of the East
who prefer paper money cannot under-
stand this characteristic of the West-
erners. In 1563 the leading Federal of-

fleers on the coast combined to force
greenbacks into circulation, an effort
that was stubbornly resisted by the
people at large. At that time there

was a struggle in the State Legislature
to force a currency of legal tender
notes on California. A mass meeting,
was called at Piatt's Music Hall on !
Montgomery street, by United States
Sub-Treasurer Cheeseman and other !
officials, at which it was urged that
California should render the Govern-
ment material as well as moral sup-
port by accepting the greenback is-
sues. '->***£;-

Cheescman was mobbed by the audi-
ence on leaving the hall, and had it
not been for a cordon of active friends
and sympathizers he might have been
seriously maltreated. Just before this
popular protest. Collector fo the Port
Charles James and two or three
others had visited The Call edit-
orial rooms and requested that the
paper should instruct its readers on
the subject of greenback currency,

as a matter of importance to the Gen-
eral Government. Itwas a delicate
piece of business, considering the con-
dition of the public mind, but it was

agreed to feel the public pulse on 9_jL
subject. Two or three suggestive aifc]>B^
cles were written, and it was thou^i

"^

that the idea might be event'
broadened with advantage. This was
abandoned, however, when the carriers
reported at the business office next col-
lection day. The public had adopted a
humorous way of settling the whole
question. Many of the subscribers on
the different routes tendered postage
stamps in payment. The carriers v.--i\u25a0

_*_.
uneasy and wanted to know what wa*
in the wind. The Federal officials had
to give up the battle, for they discover-
ed that the Californians, like Ephraim
of old, were joined to their idols, and
the greenback question remained for-
ever after undisturbed.

An event that had the appearance
of a crisis in the history of The Call
occurred in 1864. On the Bth of No-

THE PIONEERS WHO STARTED THE CALL.
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