
THE ERA OF
WOMAN'S CLUBS

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0l O any one w*ho has watched the !

TO
any one

the women's club\u0084ih of the women's club
movement, the proportions which
it has to-day assumed present
one of the greatest phenomena

of modern times. This is true,

as ithas been a movement which
has been conducted without the aid of
fanaticism In any shape; it is non-sec-
tarian, non-political and non-aggres-
sive; thus it has not appealed to any
i-peoial sect, any political party or any

movement which is. founded on aggres-
sive methods, and yet, to-day, the larg-
est organization of the country is un-
doubtedly the General Federation of
Women's Clubs with the auxiliary
State Federations.

The women's club movement is but
one phase of the popular education and
of voluntary association. Twenty or
thirty years ago when the first clubs
were organized, they were almost en-
tirely literary in character and the
members were composed of women who
had passed the school age and who
found in the clubs the means of fur-
ther education.

At the time the various avenues ot
popular education had not yet been
opened; summer schools, night schools,
university extension were unknown,

neither had the universities opened

their doors to women. The trades and
professions which underlie the home,
had, through the centralization of cap-
ital and invention of machinery, been
recently taken out of the home ana
the factory life had begun to develop
in all the cities and towns. Women,

who in the past had carried on so
many branches of manufacturing in
their own homes, found themselves
with much leisure time on their hands
and noticing the tendency toward asso-
ciation, they sought to ally themselves
with the great movement toward or-
ganization which has been character-
istic of the latter part of the nine-
teenth century. From these two im-
pulses toward education and associa-
tion was born the women's club move-
ment. The president of one of the
large universities said to me during tne
past summer that he considered that
the women's club movement had ac-
complished as much for the educational
interest of the country as had the uni-
versil

From the literary club was evolved
the department club. Women are.
above all, practical, and care very lit-
tle for anything which they cannot
use: knowledge which they cannot pass
on is of little value to them; they,,
therefore, organized the great depart-
ment clubs in order to practically ap-
ply the study which they had made of
the home, of philanthropy, of social
economics, education, art and litera-
ture, science and philosophy.

The name and fame of some of the
department clubs is national, even In-
ternational. The Cincinnati Women's
Club, the Brooklyn Women's Club, tne
New Century Club of Philadelphia, the
New Century of Wilmington, the
Women's Club of Peoria, the Wednes-
day Club of St. Louis, the Ebell Soci-
eties of the Pacific Coast Club, and the
Chicago Women's Club, the Denver
Women's Club, these and many others,
are examples of the dent, practical
clubs, now so numerous all over tne
country and so dear to the hearts of
their members.

Nearly eight years ago, a call was is-
sued by Sorosis of New York to form
a federation of literary clubs, to com-
pare methods of work and of study.
At that meeting the General Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs was organized
with about fifty-six charter members,
which represented most of the States
of the Union. The first biennial of the
federation was held in Chicago tn IS9-.
the second at Philadelphia in 1894, and
the third at Louisville in 1896, and tne
fourth will be held at Denver the third
week of June of 1898.

At the Philadelphia biennial 365 clubs
were reported in membership in the
genera] federation and five State fed-
erations, which had been formed auxil-
iary to the general also reported their
work. These State federations were
the Social Science Federation of Kan-
sas, and the State federations of Utah,
Maine, lowa and Massachusetts. Since
1894, the number of States federated
auxiliary to the general swell the num-
ber to twenty-eight auxiliary State fed-
erations. The list is shorter of those
not federated than those federated.

West of the Mississippi the following
States have State federations: Minne-
sota, lowa, North Dakota, Missouri,
Arkansas, Kansas, Washington ann
Colorado. Texas has recently formea
a State federation, but has not yet
joined the General Federation. Alt
through the Northwest women's clubs
are being rapidly organized, so that
hardly a week passes without the name
being sent to the chairman of State
correspondence of a new club. The
clubs in the West are also rapidly com-
ing into membership in the General
Federation.

The work of the State Federation is
extremely practical in its scope and
largely educational. Each State Fen-
eration has appointed a committee on
public education from the kindergar-
ten to the university. The effect of this
educational work is seen in the aroused
interest in the public school system,
its defects and its needs, in the co-
operation of parents and teachers, in
the more sanitary condition of school
buildings and the greater attention
which is being paid the artistic deco-
ration of school houses, both in the
cities and rural districts.

The State federations have also ap-
pointed committees on library exten-
sion and on traveling libraries.
Through the efforts of these federa-
tions, co-operating with the State li-
brarians, the following States have se-
cured the passage of the traveling li-
brary law, namely: Ohio, Michigan and
loiva, while Wisconsin, Tennessee,
Georgia, Pennsylvania and several
other States are preparing traveling li-
brary bills to present at the next meet-
ing,of the various library associations.
Committees have also been appointed
on village and town improvement as-
sociations, and at the last meeting or
the Georgia federation a committee
was appointed on farm and garden cul-
ture. In many of- the States reading
circles have been organized in the
country districts, notably in Tennessee
and Georgia, among the mountaineers.
The State of Pennsylvania has organ-
ized into districts for the study and
better practice of civics, and so on.

The method adopted by the General
and State federations is clearly in the
spirit of Christ's message, "Peace on
earth, good will toward men." Itis an
organization which ha's no platform,
not a salaried officer, no abiding place,-

it is literally carrying out the injunc-
tion, "Resist not evil but do good."

Its work is constructive and educa-
tional. \u25a0

Slowly but surely the thinking world

BY ELLEN M. HENROTIN,

President pederatlorj of Wo roan's Clubs of Arr-erlca.

is realizing the effect of peaceful meth-
ods as opposed to aggressive. So much
energy has been lost in the past by
stopping to resist evil that much of it
has been accentuated rather than
cured. The broad view of life which
women are acquiring from their asso-
ciation with clubs and other organiza-
tions allows them to perceive the inter-
dependence of all social and civic life
as well as the at-oneness of God and
humanity. .;".'; .*~\Y.

As to what the future has in store
for this great organization it is vain
to conjecture. We have the past only
in the experience we have acquired
from it, the future Is not yet ours, to-
day is all that we have and the work
of to-day must be accepted as the
promise for to-morrow.

When the Ohio State Federation was
organized Iwas present and in com-
menting on that great assembly to the
presiding officer of the day she re-
plied, "If they are roses they will
bloom," and the fair blossom evinced
in practical work, of sentiment trans-
mitted into action, of the General and
State Federations is the proof of the
future.

Farming
Institutes

By Professor E. J. WicKson.

FARMERS' Institutes are at the
present time the most prominent
means of university extension in
agricultural lines in the United

States and Canada. Nearly all the
States provide for them, generally as a
stated branch of the work of the State
universities and colleges of agriculture,
and under the direction of these insti-
tutions. When other control is provid-
ed, as is the case in a few States, the
professional agricultural Instructors
are still a prominent factor in the
prosecution of the work.

Systematic effort for the advance-
ment of agriculture through dissemina-
tion of accurate knowledge of condi-
tions, means and materials has pro-
ceeded in this country in three main
lines: (1) The establishment of agri-
cultural colleges; (2) the establishment
of agricultural experiment stations; (3)
the promotion of farmers' institutes
and other methods of university exten-
sion and agriculture. Each of these
progressive steps is related to the
others; each enriches and promotes the
work of the others. Taken together
they promise, when each is brought to
its highest development, to constitute
a complete system for the efficient pro-
motion of agriculture, both as a sci-
ence and as an art, and to advance
the agriculturist as the nature of hit
calling demands..

Briefly characterized, the needs and
the opportunities of the three agencies
indicated above are these: The agricul-
tural colleges needed pupils and need-
ed also actual experimental truth about
agriculture. Without popular recogni-
tion of their possession of the latter,
they could not secure the former. The
work of the experiment stations dis-
closed great volumes of truth which,
in amount and practical importance,
surprised even the investigators them-
selves. Evidently current agricultural
practice needed revision as to its tenets
and its methods. This truth pressed
for announcement through college
work, but pupils were few and the out-
let inadequate. It*found utterance
through every means of publication,
and the reading agricultural public was
aroused and incited to better and more
profitable practice. The more intelli-
gent agriculturists were wonderfully
assisted, but the great mass of produc-
ers was unreached. Free public as-
sembly and entertaining speech dem-
onstrated their ability to outstrip the
printed word in commanding popular
attention. The applicability of the
truth to public need, was demonstrated
in higher market returns for more val-
uable products, and in more economi-
cal production of them. General recog-
nition of this fact created a demand
for still wider declaration of the truth.
Popular interest in college and experi-
ment station increased and practical
men, who had scouted the teaching of
the Instructor in agricultural science,
began to listen, to weigh his words, and
to think, for themselves in lines he
marked out for them.

The farmers' institutes afforded the
opportunity for instructors and prac-
tical men to meet face to face; the in-
vitation to discuss all propositions free-
ly and frankly and in the plainest
terms brought the teacher and the
fanner side by side on the same plat-
form of mutual interest and cordiality,
and each recognized the other's love of
truth and hatred of error. The agri-
culturist began to discern as never be-
fore the scope of his calling, and its
relation to higher industrial and scien-
tific, thought, and began to aspire to an
understanding of that thought. His in-
terest in college and station increased;
his support of them became more ear-
nest and pointed as it began to rest
upon, actual understanding of their
particular value, and not upon gener-
alities and platitudes.

These statements will, it is hoped,
make itplain that there is the closest
inter-relationship between the college,
the station and the public assembly of
agriculturists. All are clearly factors
Inagricultural education, and each is
dependent upon the other In the quest
of truth in agricultural science and
practice, and in demonstration of it for
the public benefit. For this reason all
are entitled to place in the system of
university education and not to pro-
vide for all is to close plainavenues for
university progress in public esteem
and valuable achievement. The farm-
ers' institute is but a larger class room
of the university. As its work proceeds
by declaration of the results of original
investigation; as it provides for dis-
cussion of these results by both teacher
and pupil, and as it requires, usually,
stated preparation of his own contribu-
tion to the conference on the part of
the farmer, it aligns itself at all points
with customary methods of university
instruction and deserves recognition as
work of university grade. Itis not the
elementary work of the school, nor the
prescribed work of the college; Itrises
at once by its very nature and by vir-
tue of the advanced standing of those
who participate in it, to the very high-
est themes and to the frontiers of the
sciences

'
involved in its special indus-

try. Itis clearly of university charac-

ter, and itreflects its light and inspira-
tion upon all the lower lines of study
and investigation which lead up to it.
How great its influence must be can be
judged by the fact that during the
present year not less than 250,000 Amer-
ican agriculturists have been gathered
together inassemblies of this nature.

The regents of the University of Cal-
ifornia have demonstrated their faith
in this phase of university extension by
providing the means for its prosecution
each year since 1891. In California, as
In other States, the work progressed
slowly at first because it required time
to inform the people of the character
and purposes of the new form of as-
sembly, but wherever this knowledge
went popular interest and support were
commanded. In the spring of 1896, a
committee of regents,' consisting of
Messrs. Reinstein, Black and Rodgers,

who were charged to make inquiry into
the relations of the university to the
interests and industries of California,
submitted a report which was widely
printed at the time. Among other pro-
gressive measures it was urged that
university extension in the form of
farmers' institutes should be more vig-
orously promoted as a means of in-
creasing the efficiency of the college of
agriculture and bringing it Into closer
relationship with the farmers |of the
State. The regents made provision for
holding about fifty institutes, which
met with such favor that the appeal of
the university to the last Legislature
for more adequate support was mater-
ially strengthened by the indorsement
of the farming interests. Recognizing
this fact, the regents arranged that not

less than seventy institutes should be
held • during 1597-8, and provided ad-
ditional help for the work. Of this
number about thirty

"
will have been

held by the first of January, and it is
probable that the meetings will be
somewhat in excess ".of the required
number. •;.\u25a0**. c,.-•'.

There has also been established this
year at Berkeley a regular course of In-
struction inuniversity extension t« ag-
riculture, in which all methods; and
phases of the effort are expounded and
discussed. This is designed ,to make
agricultural students familiar with the
scope of the work and the. means em-
ployed, so. that they may carry this
knowledge with them to

'
their respect-

ive homes, and thus serve as new cen-
ters from Which influence may be ex-
tended. So far as lam aware, the Uni-
versity of California is first to under-
take a distinct course of systematic in-
struction in this branch. Itis proving
very interesting, and the discussions,
in which the pupils freely participate,
continually involve consideration of
the general relations of the university
to the public and minister to broader
conceptions of these relations than stu-
dents usually attain.
Ihave occupied the space which The

Call considerately apportioned to this
subject with these. few reflections on
the relations of farmers' institutes to
the farming interests, and to the uni-
versity rather than with a discussion of

the character of the meetings and the
methods employed. Itseems to me Im-
portant that the public should, first of
all, perceive the scope and relation-
ships, that it may more fully appre-
ciate the discissions of{policies and
methods which tare constantly appear-
ing in the public prints.

The woman who is fated to take
her meals at a boarding house wlU'find
the following hint useful: Edge with
ribbon a square of brocaded silk, and
add a.button and a loop, then roll it
around the folded napkin after meals.
This willserve to identify itmuch bet-
ter than a ring, and will also keep it
cleaner and:fresher. The style is in
vogue -'in many- boarding-houses.

SANTA ROSA HAS THE CHAMPION AMATEUR RIDER.

ONE of the most daring horse-
back riders in California is Miss
Mab McDonald, the eldest

daughter of Colonel Mark L. McDon-
ald of Santa Rosa. Ever since the time
she was able to guide "Topsy,". the lit-
tle black roly-poly Shetland upon
which she learned to ride. Miss McDon-
ald has almost lived in the saddle, and
her stylish figure dashing along the
smooth country roads has become a
familiar sight to the frequenters of the
many beautiful drives in the neighbor-
hood of the City of Roses.

As a rider Miss McDonald seems to
be utterly devoid of fear, and on sev-
eral occasions she has broken young
and unruly animals that the grooms
upon her father's ranch have hesitated
about undertaking to* subdue. 1.-Yr.Y

"Joe-Joe," a thoroughbred often seen
upon the race track at Ingleside, was
broken by Miss McDonald. It was her
intention to enter him as a hurdler in
the San Francisco horse show of two
years ago, but owing to an accident

the plans miscarried. ,
Mounted upon the back of the beau-

tiful animal Miss McDonald can be
seen almost any morning cantering
across the green fields of the beautiful
Santa Rosa Valley, taking her regular
cross-country run. With an utter
abandon, sitting firmly but gracefully
in the saddle and swaying gently with
the motion of her fiery mount, ditches,
fences, hedges and other obstructions
are taken with an apparent ease that
is almost startling. Any obstacle un-
der five and a half. feet high is taken
with a rush, while on an ordinary ride
the idea of such a thing as unfastening
a gate or dismounting to let down a
pair of bars is never thought of.. On a level track the horse and its
rider have cleared 5 feet 9 Inches.

Last summer Miss McDonald spent
several months at the celebrated Elk
Head ranch, near the vicinity of Grand
Lake, Colorado, the well-known horse
farm where so many promising ani-
mals are trained for the Eastern mar-

|kets. Stories of her many daring rides
Iwhile there are still _ the talk of the
imany tourists who spent the summer
at the lake and who:caught glimpses

j of her dashing wildly down the pre-
jcipitous mountain roads in that vicin-
;ity.

While in Denver this fall Miss Mc-
Donald, by whoße side was seated Miss
Mary Williams, one of Denver's best-

jknown society girls, drove in the great

carnival parade a spirited pair of
J hackneys attached to a beautifully

!decorated trap. So skillfullydid she
manage the team and so neatly did she

J handle the ribbons that she was
unanimously awarded, one of the first

!prizes by the judges.

Miss McDonald is well known in San
|Francisco and Oakland ,society. She_ has been a member of San Francisco
Friday Night Cotillon Club for several
seasons. A tall and .strikingly hand-
some girl

'
of charming manners and

stylish presence, she attracts a great
deal of attention wherever she goes.

•miss mab Mcdonald taking a six-foot fence

HOW MARIE BARNA
WON HER SUCCESS.

THE STORY OF A PLUCKY CALIFORNIA GIRL.. .V -.:'.\u25a0

: PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 6.—Mme.
: Maria Barna, the California prima_ donna, made her debut on the Am-
: erican stage to-night with the• Damrosch-Ellis Opera Company.
'. Mme. Barna essayed the role of•

Brunnhilde In "Siegfried," and was
• very successful. She has a so-
: prano voice of superior quality,
• and she displayed much knowledge

of her art.
Mme. Barna was born in San

Francisco and is the daughter of
the late Judge Barnard, a well-
known California jurist. She is
the protege of several society
women of California, New York
and Boston, and has studied
abroad for the past three years.
She appeared professionally in

Italy and London before coming to

her native land to sing.

The critics unite in pronouncing
to-night's debutante a decided ac-
quisition to : the operatic stage.

With Mme. Barna the artists ere-
'

ated unbounded enthusiasm by

their magnificent singing and act-
ing, and were called before the cur-
tain repeatedly after each act,

nLLE.
BARNA returned to

this country a few weeks since
and took apartments at the Ge-
rard in New York. Thither I
went one bright morning and

sent up my card. In the one minute
of her greeting Iknew Mile. Barna
was true to her American bringing
up— that the flattery and fame that she
had enjoyed in the old country had not
changed her heart

—
that she was still

American.

Herr the professor was at the piano.
Mile. Barna trillingbackward and for-
ward, addressing herself to an imag-
inary Siegfried, while her every action
expressed the sentiment of the lay. It
was the first act and the role of
Brunnhilde was being memorized as
an unexpected addition to her reper-
toire. .

Good critics have paid glowing trib-
utes to Mile. Barna's voice. Jean de
Reszke has complimented her on the
possession of it,and :ithas won praise
from Mme. Melba. Inoticed that very
seldom did Herr the professor correct
the "tone pitch, though he often cor-
rected the German.

Herr the professor, was well pleased
evidently with the progress of his pu-
pil,"and frequently told' her so in his

hearty German way. All too soon for
my hungry ears did the Herr professor
bow himself out. Then Mile. Barna
settled herself in a cozy corner and
became Marie Barnard, with volumin-
ous inquiries of her old home San
Francisco.

How Iregretted that Icould not fill
her ears with the gossip of her native
city, quite as she had rested me with
those notes of sweetest cadence. She
gave a little touch to her skirts and
leaned back among the pillows, with
her left hand on her head. Her gown
was very artistic a long loose affair
of claret velvet edged with sable, a
front of lace cascaded on light blue, a
tiny train and sleeve that possibly
reached below the elbow, though they
were pushed up far out of the way.

She is a singularly attractive woman
physically, with a beautiful figure. She
is tall and has a queenly carriage. Her
head is well poised, and every move-
ment full of grace and expression. Her
.face is strong, with a rather large
mouth, a straight nose and big brown
eyes, which look right at one, though

with a kindly expression.

But aside from the beauty of the
woman there is an atmosphere of un-
tiring energy and devotion to her pro-
fession. She is very young for her
honor and achievements, but the very

earnestness of her face is deceptive,

and lends a strange dignity and age

After setttling herself comfortably

she plunged into the recital of the old
days in California.

"Do you know," she said, "my im-
petus for this work was given me in
dear old San Francisco. Itwas at the
time of Mme. Patti's last visit to the
West. Mrs. M. H. de Young gave a
large reception to the prima donna,

and Iwas asked to sing. When Ihad
finished Mme. Patti came toward me.
Ishall never forget how my heart beat
as ISaw her approaching. She hap-
pened to be at one end of the long sa-
lon parlor, and Ihad sung at the other.

"Mme. Pattl put her arm about me,
saying, 'My dear child, you sing beau-
tifully. You have such a future inyour
voice,' and she used this simile, which
was so strangely expressive and" has
never left my memory: 'Your voice Is
to me as velvet embroidered most
beautifully in gold.' Wasn't that odd?
Then she told me Iought to study

abroad and fit myself for the grand
opera".

"This was a great compliment, and
Iappreciated it. Itfixed my ambition.
When Iwent home my mother and I
had a long talk on the matter, and we
decided to adopt music as my profes-
sion, with an j ultimate purpose of
grand opera singing. Iwas only 17
then, and it was Christmastime.
The May previous Ihad graduated

from Mills Seminary. When I. look
back upon the old days my heart grows
so full

—
there were so many dear

friends who helped me to live up to my

talent. Mrs. Mills was so good to me,
and Mme. Julia Rosewald, my first
teacher, was one of the greatest fac-
tors in whatever success Ihave or may

attain.
That Christmastime was a memor-

able one to me. Iwas singing in Em-
manu-El Temple and the Calvary Pres-
byterian Chuch. Louis Schmidt was
organist in both places. He wrote a
Christmas carol for me. It was the
most beautiful carol Ihave ever heard.
At this same Christmastide Ifirst sang
his carol, which was also the first mu-
sic that had ever been written expressly
for me. So, you see, everyone was
stimulating my ambition.

"After this the Mendelssohn Quintet
came to San Francisco. Mr. Lyon
heard me sing and engaged me for his
concert tour. Ileft my native city
with the quintet club, and sang in all
the large cities of the United States,
British Columbia and the provinces of
Canada for two years. Ithen went to
Boston, where Icontinued my studies
and sang in church. ;

"Then Isang for Mr. Damrosch, and
he told me that Imust go to Europe
and study for the grand opera. Itold
him Iwould treasure his criticism of
my talent, and as he had paid me the
compliment to tell me Ishould go
abroad Iwould certainly try to do so.

"Very shortly after this Ileft for
London. The first musicale at which
Isang there was really my London
debut, and Ireceived a diamond ring
from the hostess.
"Idid not stay long in the big city,

but made my way to Paris, and there
put myself under study with the cele-
brated Ziska, and later with Sbriglia.
This was in 1594. Sbriglia, you know,
taught Jean de Reske. Last winter I
was engaged by Sir Augustus Harris,
under a three years' contract, for the
Royal Opera at Covent Garden. This
was the realization in part of my
dreams. Iwent to London the Ist of
April, and a month later, you know,
Sir Augustus Harris died.
"Ihave been telling you all of the

happinesses of my musical career, but
of the discouragements, the disap-
pointments, the heartaches none
equaled my sorrow at the death. of Sir
Augustus Harris. Ilost a good friend.
But, you see, it was under such cir-
cumstances that Icould least afford to
indulge in regrets, so Iwent down to
Italy quite alone, with not even so
much as a letter of recommendation. I
went to the agents myself, and as a
result Igot an engagement in Milan
and Rome, and sang in the Italian
Grand Opera during the entire sprin*--
season. '.;Vtt

"
"Then Ireturned to Paris. Did you

knowIwas in the Hotel dv Palais dur-ing that awful fire? Yes, and Iassist-
ed ever so many guests through my
window. My courage won me many
friends and such material tokens ofgratitude as brooches and rings. T
have a very handsome diamond brooch
in the safe; also several diamond rings.
Louise, hand me my mosaic brooch."suddenly said Madame in French to
her maid. Louise brought a fur cape,
and on it was fastened a most exquis-
ite .mosaic clasp set with precious
stones. "That is what a young Count-
ess gave me," she continued.

"You have been working very hard
Mme. Barna, for the Philadelphia sea-
son?" Isuggested.

"Oh, yes," she said, "you see, this is
my first engagement since my study
abroad, and Iam most anxious to live
up to the expectations and lprophesies
of my dear home friends.
"Ihave felt that my talent was God-

given, and that Ihad no right to waste
one single moment when Imight be
making the most of an opportunity. I
have had to struggle, oh, how hard, in
many, ways. Iwas a poor girl. Iwas
not given any money help, and was
obliged to earn my education with my

voice in concert and church singing.
How often grew weary. Many times,

when all seemed black as night, I
would lose courage and think I
couldn't stand against the tide. Ifelt
like giving up entirely and taking up
some other branch or becoming a
teacher, for, you see, it was imperative
that Ishould earn my livelihood.

'T think It was my inborn grit that
kept me going. You know, my father
was an early settler in the West. Yes,
he became Judge later, and my
mother fought with him the battles of i
those early days. She never faltered. A
Then Iwas born.

'
It wouldn't do for

*^
my father's and mother's daughter to

be weak-hearted and falter, you know.
"Inthe spring Ishall go back to my

old home city. Iam engaged as so-
prano for the Damrosch-Ellis Com-
pany, which now intends including San
Francisco, in its tour. Ihave made up
my mind to go there anyhow. There is
work out there to do. Iam sure of it.
Iknow there must be girls who are
struggling just as Istruggled, who are
born with a God-given voice and tal-
ent, and who only need some help and
encouragement to succeed.

"Yes, indeed, send them that mes--
sage." r '

And that is how Marie Barnard of
San Francisco sends

'
this message to

the girls of California.
LESTEYRIE MORSE. ,

A Sermon
In Little

By Dr. Mlnot J. Savage.
__. LTHOUGH Christmas is the oldesti_J and most widespread of all the.hoi-*•A idays, it was not one of the original
festivals of the church. Indeed, it was
two or three hundred years before the
date of the celebration was generally
agreed on throughout Christendom.
The birth of Jesus was not celebrated
at all for a long time, and when it be-
gan to be different days were advocat-
ed in different parts of the church.
Strange as this may appear at first
sight, it is easily accounted for when
we remember our ignorance on the
subject. It is now generally believed
that Jesus was born about the year 4
B. C, but no one has the least idea as
to the, month or the day.

How did it happen, then, that the
25th of December was finally agreed
on? The answer to this gives us a
glimpse of the common policy and
practice of the church. When she has
found some custom or tradition firmly
fixed in the affections of the people, in-
stead of trying to uproot it, she has
chosen the easier way of baptizing and
adopting it.

From time immemorial there had
been a great popular celebration in
Rome at about this time of the year. It
was characterized by many of the fea-
tures which now mark the Christmas
time. There were general rejoicing,
mutual congratulation and sometimes
the exchange of gifts.

The occasion of this was the sup-
posed birth of the sun god at this per-
iod of the year. That is, at the time of
the winter solstice, they celebrated the
fact that the sun had reached the
farthest point Inhis journey south and
in a figure was now reborn. Hence-
forth he was to grow In power and
glory, traveling northward again,
bringing with him increasing light and
warmth, the promise of spring and tha
glory of the summer.

As Jesus had come to be regarded as
the Son of Righteousness, bringing to
men spiritual light and' life and prom-
ise, the analogy is easily seen, and the
transferring of the festival from the
Pagan to the Christian holiday was not
difficult. In its external features it is -
still almost completely. Pagan. The
feasting, the Yule-log, the mistletoe,
the decoration of homes and houses ofworship—all these are older than
Christianity. Itwill thus be easily seen
why Christmas has so long been a
universal festival among nearly all the
Northern nations. It will\be under-
stood why all Puritan attempts to
crush it out have been failures. Itis
too deeply rooted in the heart and hope
of the races to be displaced.

Christianity has changed it only by
giving ita deeper meaning and adding
to ita more spiritual significance. Tra-
dition tells us how at the time of the
birth of Jesus there was heard from
the heavens an angel song, "Peace on
Earth and Good Will to Men."

Are we nearer' the era of peace on
earth? Are there more signs of good
willamong men? Looking at itin oneway it would seem rather as though thesword which Jesus said he came to
bring instead of peace was in the as-
cendant. Never have been more cruel
persecutions; never have been morebit-
ter wars than those which have charac-
terized Christian history. But they'
who read the promise of the future in
letters of darkness or of blood most
certainly misread the hope of the race.
Ifthe great Christian nations are

armed to the teeth, and if,as though in
irony, they invoke the help of thePrince of Peace in their bloodiest wars,
still it is true that peace and good will
have prevailed and |glve promise of
prevailing to such an extent as to fillour hearts with hope and joy.

However appearance's may some-
i times look the other way, the domi- i
nant force of the modern world is the Jmoral Ideal. It is mightiest of the /powers to-day, not only in the Individ-/
ual conscience, but even among the
most domineering nations. No coun-try at the present time presumes to go
to war without, claiming, at any rate
that its action Is In the Interest of jus-
tice or a wider peace. Sum
Is itout of place at the close to sug-

gest the question: If loving and giv-
ing and helping are so sweet during
the last few days in December, might
it not be well to try the experiment as
to whether they would not be equally
sweet during the rest of the year
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