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In selecting the uny sloop Amund-
sen was not actuated solely by mo-
tives of economy, though these were
naturally of some importance. It was
his idea that a small vessel had a much
better chance of slipping through the
i than a larger one. No vessel is
strong enough to force the ice, there-
fore size of no particular advan-
tage. The sad fate of the Frankiin ex-
pedition of 147 members had demon-
strated the impracticability of the big,

is

unwieldy polar ,expeditions. It is
easier to carry provisions for a small
number than fer § large—that was
the main point. The Gjoa had a crew
of seven men and carried provisions
to last them for four years,

The Gjoa was originally nothing but

a =n freighter, buiit for the Nor-
wegian coast trade. She was strength-
ened with crossbeams and a sheathing

of two-inch oak planks for protection
against the ice, 8o that she was de-
clared by Colin Archer, the builder of

Nansen’s ships, to be, after the Fram,
the strongest-bullt vessel he had ever
seen. She is seventy-three feet long
and twenty feet wide and registers
forty-six tons.

Her cabin was” lined with eork
and birch bark for greater warmth.
Jt was heated only by an oil stove,
and even Captain Amundsen admitted
that the heat of an oil stove is hardly
satisfactory at a temperature of sev-
enty-nine below.

For heating purposes and for the
small petroleum motor, which was in-
stalled as an auxiliary power, the

Gjoa carried 8000 gallons of petroleum,
of which 2000 gallons are left over.
She depended in the main on her sail
power.

Good Instruments and Food.

In the matter of providing good in-
struments no expense was spared to
equip the expedition perfectly. The
food supplies were so abundant that
when the Gjoa met the American
whalers last winter she needed nothing
of what they offered her. The only

thing in which she ran short was tea.

The name Gjoa had! been given the
sloop by the man who built her thirty
vears ago .and named her. after his
sweetheart. It is a dialect corruption
of Gyda, the name of the proud prin-
cess whe incited Harofd the Fairhaired
to gather the whole of Norway under
his scepter more than a thousand years
ago. Amundsen did not change the
name of the vessel when he took it.
It is safe to say that Norway will sec
a revival of the old-fashioned name
now that it has been made famous. It
is so rare that even Norwegians did
not know the origin of it, but guessed
on everything from a goddess to a dog
(from the Norwegian gjo, to bark),
until the story came out about a plain
man in the little town of Sandefjord,
Norway, who meant to honor his bride
and who builded better than he knew.

On the night between the 16th and
17th of June, which, of course, is as
light as day in those latitudes, in the
yvear 1903, the little expedition set sail
from Christiania. Next in command
under Captain Amundsen was Lieuten-
ant Hansen of the Danish navy, a
brilliant. young man, who gladly left
his military carcer and all the dcelights
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of gay Copenh4men 1in order to take
the same training that Captain Amun-
sen himself had taken when second in
command on ,the Belgica expedition.
The other members of the expedition
were Norwegians.

The trip to Godhaven, Greenland, was
slow 6wing to the contrary winds, At
this place a magnetic station was es-
tablisheg and more dogs were shipped
in addition to'the six dogs of the Fram
expedition previously taken from Chris-
tiania. At Dalrymple Island, on the
northwestern coast of Greenland, pro-
visions that.had been deposited for th
Gjoa expedition by Scotch whalers were
taken on board.

Observations taken at Beechy Islang,
which the Gjoa reached on the 224 of
August, showed the pole to be in a
southerly direction and sail was ac-
cordingly set on that course. Off
Prescott Island, in Peel Sound, the re-
fusal of the compass to render further
service showed that the pole must be
near. The Gjoa continued her course,
navigating by the nelp of the stars,
just as the Norsemen did when they
discovered America a thousand years

ago. .
“When 1 asked Captain Amundsen
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Jjourney, he said there were none.
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about thrilling adventures and hair-
breadth escapes on this part of the
Yet
to the listener it would seem that the
whole trip, between masses of floating
jce in a tiny nutshell of a vessel, while
the fog put even the stars out of com-
mission as far as navigation was con-
cerned, must have been one continuous
hairbreadth escape.

The favorable weather conditions

.made it possible to complete in one

summer what Amundsen had expected
to do in two, and so the Gjoa anchored
in September of the same year in the
snug little harbor on King Williams
Land which bears her name. This is
the spot where the main work of the
expedition was done. Magnetic obser-

-vations, taken immediately upon their

arrival, showed that the place was as
near the magnetic pole as it was pos-
sible to get, and here the work of tak-
ing observations was continued for
nineteen months.

The only expedition ever sent out
with the express purpose of locating
the magnetic pole was that sent out
by the Norwegian Government in 1829
under Professor Hansteen, who hoped
to find the pole in Siberia. It is need-

less to gtate that he failed to find it—
failed decause it was not thero to find.
The pole had been located by the Ross
expadition (1829-1833) Iin the neigh-
berheood of the place where the Gjoa
was anchored, but no accurate observa-
tions were taken at the time.

The Czmp at Gjoa Harbor.
not much wider than
tiie boaty soon froze over, and it be-
rossible to pile the snow high
ind the Giea, which was now made
fer winter quarters. Sails were
-ad over her, double windows put in,
a system of ventilation was ar-
1 ra”, a highly necessary precaution,
t woull seem, when it is remembered
that the only way of heating the six
by vine cabin was the petroleum stove.
i ortains four bunks of the shallow-
nd narrowest variety that could
ro ¥ hold men of the size of an
Arctic explorer. Two of them were oc-
cupied during the whele of the voyage
hy the captain and leutenant, for it
was considered necessary that some one
should stay on boara the vessel. .

Buildings were erected on shore for
the crew and for housing the instru-
ments. The chief bullding material was
packing cases of wood halled together
with copper nails, €o that they should
not influence the magnetic, observa-
tions. The boxes were filled with sand
and placed in position. All provisions
were brought on land.

Thén_began the real work of the ex-
pedition.  Every man had his allotted
task. and there were certain hours set.
No chance to feel Dbored. Captain
Amundsen himself conducted the mag-
netic observations with the faithful as-
sistance of the man Wiik, who later
died at Herschel TIsland. Lieutenant
Hansen was the photographer of the
expedition and conducted the astro-
nomical and gZeologlcal observatigns.
Ristvedt had to do with the meteo
logical observations, and Lund and Sel-
mer Hansen took care of the ship.

The cook. Lindstrom, deserves special
mention. I first met- him on the deck
of the Gjoa. where some one introduced
him to me with the remark that he had
been with Nansen and Sverdrup on
thelr expeditions. “Ah, you must have
a lot to tell.” The words slipped out
before I thought. I ought to have re-
membered that the subordinate mem-
bers of such an expedition are not sup-
posed to talk before the captain has
given them leave. Linstrom’s face §rt-
tied into such hardness as Is possible
to such a round and jovial moon. “We
don’t talk.” he said. Evidently he had
been there before and knew a news-
paper scribe when he saw one, for he
dodged me constantly, throwing me
tantalizing glances and lifting his glass
to “skaal”’ with me when I was safely
in my place at the wanquet table, but
running away when he was invited to
tell about his trip. It was not until
1 had him cornered and had plied }llm
with the strongest coffee the club Nord
could produce that I learned the true
cause for the success of the Amundsen
expedition. The cause is Lindstrom. He
says -so himself, and if he does not
know who should?

Lindstrom admires Nansen, he adores
Sverdrup, but he loves Amundsen.
Nevertheless he is willing to admit
that they all need looking after.

“you see,” he says confidentially,
“they need a practical man. When the
captain was looking for men’to gO
with him, Nansen told him, ‘You must
have Lindstrom, for you must have a
man who will cook whatever you want
and be always good-natured.” You see,
when people are off on a trip like this
they get so they don’t know what they
want. One day it is coffee, another
day it is cocoa, then it is tea. The
rabtain was not a bit better than the
rest. But T always cook what they
want and make no fuss about it. Yes,
we always had plenty to eat. and the
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officers and men shared alike. On
many ecxpeditions the officers get all
the good things and the men get
nothing, but Captain Amundsen is not
that kind of a man.

“You see, they need a man like me
who is always in a good humor. The

married men are always worrying
about their people at home and wonder-
ing whethédr they will ever get through.
1 cheer them up. They are all married
on our ship except me and the captain
and the lieutenant.” « The order is char~
acteristic:

Captain Amundsen laughed heartily
at the revelations of his cook, especial-
1y about his capriclous appetite, and
indeed it would seem a pity if men
living three years in the near neighbor-
hood of the pole could net at least
enliven the monotony of iaeir life by
changing from coffee to cocoa and from
cocoa back to coffee again. He de-
clared that, in spite of his tendepcy to
put a high value on himself, Lindstrom
did splendid service. From having
shipped as'Jack of all trades, he was
promoted to the dignity of Jack of all
sciences for his activity in preserving
specimens of all Kinds, particularly
birds.

Indeed, Captain Amundsen has noth-
ing but praise for all his “comrades,”
as he always calls them.

Another member of the expedition
who should have special mention is the
Eskimo dog, Silla, so called because he
was lean as a herring (Norwegian dia-
lect Silla, the herring). Silla was the
Sverdup on his trip, and also did yeo-
man’s service on the Amundsen expe-
dition. The brave animal is now the
property of G. Lomen of Nome, to

whaoam the captain presented ft.
In talking to Captain Amundsen and

his men about their trip. could not
help again and again getting back to
that aspect of which impressed me
most, the dreariness and loneliness of
it Dangers are faced by all seamen.
Hardships are a matter of course, but
the unspeakable monotony always
seemed to me more impossible to bear
than anything else The answer was
always “we were too busy to think
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For the leisure hours which must be
passed somehow there was a well-
stocked library contalning not only 3
complete collection of books on Arctie
expeditions, but alse a nufaber of

books of general ingerest. (ards some-
times helped to paSs the time.

Christmas Was Celebrated.

Christmas was never allowed to pass
without such festivities as the circum-
stances would permit. Punch was made
of the strong liquors with which the
expedition was sparingly provided, and
which were kept for state occasions.
As it is manifestly impossible for a
good Norwegian to pass Christmas Eve
without a Christmas tree, a serry sub-
stitute was made and hung with gifts,

There were packages brought from
home and labeled “Christmas 1903,"
“Christmas 1904, and so on. These

contained the little things with which
unappreciative men are showered by
their sisters and their cousins and their
aunts at Christmas. Only, these men
were not unappreclative. They had
reached the point where even that spe-

cial abomination of mankind, a pen-
wiper, if made by loving hands at home,
could touch the chords that vibrate
with a mingled joy and pain too keen
for expression.

As the camp was not located far-
ther north than 68 degrees 37 minutes
there was only six weeks of darkness

in the winter, with six weeks of light

in the summe The surrounding
country is very ¥lat, and it seemed to
me that the level stretch of land and
water, unbroken by human habitation,
must have a peculiar beauty of its
own, whether seen under the rays of
the midnight sun or under the north-
ern light in winter. The captain, how-
ever, confessed to finding the land-
scape tiresome, and evem the sunsets

lost their charm in the absence of the
jagged peaks and deep fjords which
spell beauty to a Norwegian. The north-
ern light was not nearly so brilliant
as it often is in Norway, and was
generally of a sickly green color.
Camp life was enlivened by the visits

of hordes of friendly Eskimos. They
came to get wood and irom, and they
liked the white people so well that

they built their houses around the ship

and lived there. The gift of petroleum
cases and tin cans meant riches to
them, and the men on the Gioa in
their turn coveted the comfortable
clothes of their visitors. Clothes of
gray “vadmel,” the Norwegian home-
spun, made for the oeccasion of such
extra strength and hickness that it
was almost as impenetrable by the wind
as a board, had been brought from
Norway, but this was only for summer
wear on the sea, where fur garments
would be eut of place For winter
a double set of garments nmde of the
skins of reindeer were in order. These
were warm and light and allowed the

air to circulate freely around the body.
In the spring of 1905 the expedition

broke the camp which had been its
home for almost two years. When the
low hills showed streaks of black,
when the sun beawmped., the birds began
to sing and the HiLs to buzz, when all
natur was awakening to the brief
but intense summer of the Argtics,
then the Gjoa set sail from the har-
bor that had sheltered her so long.
There came another summer of wrig-
gling through the drifting ice floes, It
was no easy matter for seven men to
manage the boat In the difficuit

passages. They had mapped out their

work in such a way wnat each should
have six hours’ sieep out of every
twenty-four, but oftem they got ne

sleep at all
On August
whaler Charles Hansen,

26 the Gjoa sighted the
Captain Mec-

Kenna. It was a delight to meet peao-
ple from the outside world, but time
was precious, and Captain Amundsen
decided to continue his vovage after
a brief visit on board the Charles
Hansen. Farther on he encountered
other San Francisco whalers, whieh
were fast in the ice. The Gjoa spent
the winter with them near Herschel

Island, where a comfortable cabin was
built of driftwood from the Mackenzie
fver.

With her entrance into waters that
are regularly visited by whalers from
San Francis® the Gjoa had practically
completed her voyage of exploration,
though Captain Amundsen’s trip over-
land to Eagle City and Lieutenant
Hansen's trip from Nome to San Fran-
cisco were perhaps the most difficult
part of the whele undertaking.



