
Gossip of Railwaymen
to do willbe accomplished in the customary -liberal and thorough
fashion that has become a tradition of this town.

By way of example of this spirit of recognition, The Call quotes
from the Oroville Mercury : ..

The fact that more $4,000,000 was subscribed in San Francisco in
one day for the Panama exposition is conclusive that San Francisco is
very much alive; that money is plentiful; that her people will win. In
union there is strength, and when San Francisco or any other community-
gets together in the right way something willbe doing. The Lord helps
those who help themselves and a community which sits down waiting for
easterners to develop the country is not the kind that willget appropria-
tions for expositions or anything else. San Francisco is in a hole in
some respects, but it appears that there is much of the old spirit in the
town and when the opportunity offers she knows how to take hold.

California towns and cities grow with equal step. A boost for
one is a boost for all. We are not rivals, but forces that should
pull together in the same harness, side by side. When we help our
neighbors we are creating markets for our own products. In that
view The Call rejoices to see the growth of a spirit of co-operation;
among the urban and rural communities of California.

Effect of
the Wickersham
Railroad Bill

Husbands began to think it a little
hard that they had to remain true to
one wife after the wrinkles furrowed
her brow, and it has simply gone from
bad to worse, until a horrible realism
prevails entirely, in theory, and every
one is shouting about affinities, eco-
nomic independence, weariness' of the
matrimonial ties, trial marriages and
a whole series of hobgoblins.

On looking around the world one
sees a good many happily married peo-
ple, amiable, cheerful adn still conge-
nial on the whole, who manage their
domestic and financial affairs without
apparent clash, but they are the sub-
merged

—well, Iam an optimist
—
I

shall say the submerged nine-tenths.
But they are all apart from theory-
In novels now, where the social evil,

free love—called \u25a0by a more romantic
name

—
and divorce do not dominate af-

fairs, the idea prevails that the poor
young things get married believing
just as their great-grandparents are
reported to have done

—
that they were

to get more happiness from being to-
gether than if they were apart. Not
so, though, not so. Read the book
through and you will see that they
soon weary of each other, and if they
avoid actual immorality of conditions

—
and Imean the good, old fashioned

were misunderstood.

fectly and smoothly. Finally a nice
Darby and Joan state was reached, and
one died, was mourned and soon fol-
lowed by the other. Then the fiction-
ists began slowly to be realists

—
so

called
—

and lovers died separated and
heart broken, or every one had to
marry the wrong one, like a bad dream.
So it went on until wives became idle,
and . analytical, and discovered that
they were mentally or morally beyond
their husbands-. Both sides felt they

There were certain cruirpled rose
leaves to be expected, such as lack of
money, heartless parents or the death
of favorite children, but the course of
true love ran, on the whole, rather
strongly and respectably, if not per-

Matrimony is, theoretically, in a
fair way to become obsolete through
being smothered with theories.

The delightful ideal which used to
exist and does now among determined
romanticists', sentimentalists or op-
timists is that a man and a woman met

and loved eac^i other and, all things

else being equal, "they were married
and lived happily ever afterward."

husband.

Sir Charles has recently introduced
certain bills in the house of commons
which contain more intelligent ideas
on the economic standing in the world

than Ihave heard promulgated before.
Naturally they deal with the lot of the

married woman. The spinster must,

unless she is a property holder, ,get
along as best she can- I—on1

—
on the supposi-

tion, apparently, that she has neither
blessing nor curse to give flavor to her
life if she be not possessed of or by a

England.

Otherwise Ithink Ishould open a
subscription list at once for something

particularly nice in the way of a' life
size statue of Sir Charles MacLaren of

\u25a0—-v AISING a monument to a man dur-
LJ ing his lifetime has been shown on

several occasions to be a distinct
failure, as far as honoring him is con-
cerned. In fact, it has generally tended
to make him a sort of joke.

MARY ASHE MILLER
biblical kind of immorality, which Is
called breadth of thought nowadays

—
the wife becomes a household drudge,

embittered and unlovely, or devotes
herself to bridge, "mental improve-

ment" or charitable works, while the
husband divides his energies between

his life work, about which he will not

tell his wife one little thing, and his;

club or the corner saloon.
Another theory, to which advanced

womanhood clings tenaciously, hold 3
that women are all downtrodden angets

and that men are either brutal or
stupid and marry principally for the
joy of withholding money from their
wives after the first few months.

Affection of any durability and the
idea of manly protection are elimi-
nated from the scheme of the universe.
All the best arguments of these ad-
vanced ones are based on how much
or how little of her husband's money

the wife gets. Ifhe gives little he
is a brute. Ifhe gives much he treats
her like nothing more than a toy and
she is no better than

—
well, a lady Qf—

the harem
—

if she is satisfied.
This is principally "piffle" as re-

gards the rank and file of humanity,

but the ordinary mind has to grope
through the fog of theories.

Sir Charles has Ignored all of this
and has gone straight to the point by

putting matters on a basl3 of reci-
procity.

""Women," says Sir Charles* bill,•

"who work jointly in the same busi-
ness as their huabantta shall be re*
garded as partners."

%

"That's fair enough." as the April j
Fool said. If a woman works, he '.
doesn't say she must, or even advisa
her to. but if she does, she is to re-
ceive a fair share of the profits.

Furthermore, according to this bill,
women who "keep the house and mmcl
the children" are to receive regular
salaries. Generally this is called an
allowance, of course, but the phrase-
ology of the bill will please some
women to the core and its passage
would prevent forgetfulness on the part
of the husband more effectually than
even the traditional pink string.

"Fathers and • mothers shall be
jointly guardians of their children,"
says Sir Charles in his wisdom, and
again: "Brutal husbands are to be sub-
jected to heavier punishments."

This last may seem unfair to the
men at first glance because It leaves
out all consideration of what they may
have endured from their wives before
they beat them. ItIs a peculiar fact,
though, that those husbands who ill
treat their wives are possessed gen-
erally of the meekest and least ob-
trusive of helpmeets.

The nagging, drunken or illtempered-
woman Is seldom beaten.

Sir Charles* bills bring no sugges-
tion of suffrage, but are for women's
"rights" in the truest sense of the
word as opposed to "wrongs." They
force no woman into a position of
opposition to ;her husband, but theyV
are a protection to those who have* J-
been unfortunate in the matrimonial*
drawing.

On the other hand, nothing more is
demanded of a man than a fair minded
husband would be willins; to give.

To my mind. Sir Charles MacLaren
has found "the golden mean" between
suffrage and injustice.

Sir Charles MacLaren Stands for Women's
"Rights" as Opposed to "Wrongs"

ANSWERS TO QUERIES

iCJ HAVE done my duty."
j The final words of King Edward characterize the man.

He had a fine, appreciation of the dignity and duties of his
great office, and yet was a democratic monarch
of intensely human sympathies. Today in
every nook and corner of the far flung British
empire, among the multifarious tribes and
races included under a single sovereignty,

there is universal sorrow. As the English say, he played the game.
The king of England reigns, but does not govern. He is the

most powerful moderating influence, when his counsels are wise
and when he does not exceed his functions. It is an exceedingly
difficult position to fillwith success, and King Edward displayed an
accurate sense of the position that almost amounted to genius.

It has been the fashion to say that the British monarchy has
been reduced to a negligible quantity as far as power is concerned,
but this idea shows a radical misconception of the situation. It is
the fact that no other man in the last twenty years has exerted so

powerful aii influence on British affairs as King Edward. That
he was able to do this without creating antagonisms iri times of
national trouble or angry debate is, we assert, evidence of an
uncommon genius for dealing with men. He was the universal
arbitrator for his people, the man in whose wise counsels they
put their trust in time of trouble and national danger.

This generation in America did not know him. Long ago, in
the days of his debonair youth, he visited these shores and was
feted as a gay young prince who made friends wherever he went.
During the greater part of his life, while he was not the reigning
monarch, he was the actual representative of the throne, doing a
man's work and plenty of it.

Twice the English people may be said to have anxiously
watched, as it were, by his bedside while he was in peril from
what seemed mortal illness. Twice he recovered amid universal
rejoicing and lived to become the most notable figure of a great
empire.

The captains and the kings depart.

King Edward's death happens at a critical time in the fortunes
of his people. The nation is torn by violent debate over matters
that touch the very root of British institutions. It may easily be
that his people will sorely miss his wise counsels and his moderat-
ing influence. Of his successor not very much is known, but it is
certain that he comes to the throne in most difficult circumstances
that might prove disastrous to a headstrong man. The best thing
that he can do is to follow as nearly as may be the example set by
his father, accepting loyally the place of a wise judge and coun-
selor, the representative of no party or faction, but the guide,
philosopher and friend of his whole people, as King Edward was
before him.

America offers England sympathy in her hour of national

The Anadarko and Western railroad
has been incorporated In Oklahoma
with $50,000 capital,, to build a 50
mile line through Caddo county, Okla
at a cost of about $1,000,000. The prop-
osed route is from Alden, northwest
via Anadarko. to the Caddo-Grady
county line, about 30 miles. The incor-
porators include: C'H. Delford, G D
Driskell and W. F. OlcCracken, ali of
Anadarko.

J; C. Havely, district freight and pas-
senger agent of the Western Pacific atSacramento, is in the city on business.

A total shortage of 5,768, a decrease
of 1,764. The increase in surplus coalcars is most noticeable in the west and
southwest.

\u2666 • •
The fortnightly car report oC the

American railway association shows:
Surplus cars, 10L\0S5, being an in-

crease for two weeks of 17,198, half of
them boxcars.

According to advices received' at the
local offices of the Southern Pacific
company, the third arbitrator in the
controversy between the engineers,
firemen and railroads has not yet been
selected.

F.I W. Thompson: general agent of
the Rock Island lines, left yesterday
for Chicago, where he will remain for
several weeks.

The New York Central is to run a
farmers' special in the northern part of
New York state next week.

Henry Avila. chief of the passenger
department of the Union Pacific, is at
Byron for a few days.

Condon, if lie lost, was to let his hairgrow until the Ist of May. lie lost,
and as a result the members of the
Transportation club have been consid-
ering the raising of a fund and a trip
to the barber shop for Condon. He
appeared yesterday, looking more likea railroadman than a curly headedboy, and has been granted permission
to attend the excursion of the club to
Scramento Saturday, May 14.

CBENJ. CONDON has paid his
gambling debt and had his hair

„* trimmed.
Condon, as many railroadmen know,

is the representative in this city of the
Hawley lines, among which is. the Chi-
cago and Alton. Condon, at the time
of his appointment as general agent of
the Hawley lines, was with the lowa
Central and the Minneapolis and St.
Louis, and was not so familiar with the
Chicago and Alton road. When he in-
troduced himself to San Francisco, he
met with one James G. Melvin. traffic
manager for the California fruit can-
ners' association, and wagered that the
Alton did not touch at St. Louis. It
may not have been St. Louis, but th»
bet concerned a station on the Alton
that Condon did not think was on the
line. I

PERSONS IN THE NEWS

SECRETARY BALLINGER might be described as a "slow
witness." He is reluctant and stands on the rights of an
accused person to limithis answers. In this attitude he has the

full support of a majority of the congressional
committee, which is obviously preparing a
generous exoneration so that Mr. Ballinger
will leave the investigation without a stain

i on his character as far as that object can be
accomplished by a political indorsement.

Mr. Ballinger refuses, with some display of temper, to answer
questions, and, more significant still, he persists in withholding
important official documents and records asked for by counsel for
Glavis. In this refusal he is upheld by a majority of the committee.The.public will draw its own conclusions from this refusal. The
obvious effect must be to destroy the value of such findings as the
committee may make.

Xor can the matter be smothered in this comfortable fashion.
The refusal to supply documents willbe brought up on the floor of
the house, and, if persisted in.must become the subject of an illum-
inating debate. The political policy of concealment is the last resort
of men in a close corner, and it carries its own suggestions. We
shall hear once more, no doubt, the customary cry that this is a
"fishing expedition," unless, indeed, that favorite resort of the
man in a corner has lost its efficacy under the blasting epigram
of Representative James, who remarked that "fishing don't hurt
anything unless you catch something."

Taking Hold of
the Playground
Movement

The nickel spun into the air. descend-
ed and, struck the brick pavement mu-
sically. Itrolled, it wobbled crookedly,
itrolled again.- Then, with a last spite-
ful gleam, it wobbled once more-

—
and

dropped, quietly into an Open inlet.—
Philadelphia Times.

Heads he'd drink and walk, tails he'd
ride. . . : ,

. The nickel meant either a soul satis-
fying drink of soda water and a long
walk home or a dry throat and a com-
fortable ride. Which should it be? He
stood on . the corner and eyed the
ground glass doors of a drug store- and
decided that a toss of the coin should
decide its fate.

THE VANISHED NICKET,

A solicitor who had tramped the
streets of the city all day discovered
at the quittinghour yesterday that he
had an overwhelming thirst and a soli-
tary v cent piece.

"My friend,", replied the fisherman,
"with food at present prices the fish
that gets away is not a joke. It is a
calamity."

—
-Chicago .Post.

"I suppose we will soon be hearing
the joke about the big fish that got
away." i.;'\u25a0

"But hold on. He can't use that ver-
dict. That belongs exclusively to naval
explosion theories."

—
Cleveland Plain

Dealer. . .\u25a0-••.\u25a0

"What was the coroner's decision?
"Nobody to blame."

FROM data in the possession of Superintendent Roncovieri it
appears that the school department owns certain*. available sites
well distributed as to location that could at moderate expense-be-

converted into properly equipped grounds for
athletic training. These sites are now out of

.use and lyingidle. They could not possiblybe
put to more profitable use than the physical

i of the rising generation. With
cinder pathsand atliletic equipment put ineasy reach of the congested
residence quarters^ the. city willhavetaken a notable step in advance
inrecognition of an obviousdefect in the present system of educati6n

In the conference: concerning, the amendment of the charter, a
proposition was -advanced by E.)R. Zion to levy a definite annual tax
for the purchase and upkeep of playgrounds; There is no doubt tha*t
thetax payers of San Francisco willnot hesitate about putting up the
money needed for these purposes, in the same liberal that the
appropriations for park needs; have been voted in the; past,; but it;is
not certain that an arbitrary" and cpntinuing'j levy of a fixed sum each
year would be judicious. Once initiated, this movement willprevail
tfy its naturalforceand may be leftffrom year'to yearito take care of
itself as its retirements: become apr^rent.^
matter:of detail.';:The great thing is to arouse the public to a sense of

CURRENT lament is heard over the indisposition of congress to
accept at its face value, without scrutiny of items, the bill for
regulation of railroads drawn up by Attorney General Wicker-

sham. This plaint presents an extraordinary
confusion of ideas about the nature of our
institutions and the relations existing between
the legislative and executive departments of
the government. Itis the duty of the execu-

tive to advise congress and when he has done that much he has
completed his duty in this regard. Itrests with congress to delib-
erate upon, discuss, amend or reject the proposals of the executive.
This talk about a "legislative program" to be jammed through under
pressure and threats is pernicious and alien to the spirit and letter of
our institutions.

The administration railroad billis put forward as a fulfillment of
pledges made in the republican national platform. It is, in fact,
nothing of the sort. It is .pretended that the" bill incorporates a
policy advocated by Roosevelt first and by Taft later. That is
not true. The bill was not drawn by Taft, but by Wickersham, and
that is a very different matter.

This bill,as it came from Wickersham, undertook to repeal the
Sherman law against trusts as far as itapplies to railroads. Roose-
velt first and Taft later did recommend that railroads be permitted to
engage in combinations in restraint of competition, always pro-
vided that such agreements be made subject to the approval of the
interstate commerce commission. The Wickersham bill turns the
railroads loose to make any combinations they please, free from
all control. That is a very different thing from what Roosevelt
recommended. Senator Borah is quoted thus on the effect of the
Wickersham bill:

Mr. President, it is a matter of economic history that the Standard
oil trust, the beef trust and those trusts which have been" enumerated
could never have been built up, with the illimitable power which they
possess today, without the power, influence and favoritism of the great
corporations which we are now proposing to take from under the opera-
tions of the, anti-trust Jaw. . ItIs an unquestionable fact that when you
take from under, the operations of this law the great carriers of the
industrial and manufactured goods of this country you are putting into
the hands of the Standard oil trust and the beef trust a power which
willbe beyond the courts to control. That is the reason, Isay, that, aside
from the amendments offered, there is a controlling reason why we should
not in any way .limit the influence, the scope 1 and the power of the
Sherman anti-trust law.

The Wickersham bill repeals the law against trusts as far as
railroads are concerned and reduces the powers of the interstate com-
merce commission to a negligible quantity. No wonder Aldrich and
the "old crowd" are so eager to see it enacted. It is their last
chance, for this session will see the end of their domination

/^Frugal North Briton (in his .first ex-perience of. a taxi)—llere, mon, stop!
Ihae a- weak" heart.' vIxanna stand
that' hang't wee machine :o' _ yours
markin' up thae tuppences.— -Punch.

SAN JOSE invaded San Francisco Thursday and took possession.
The invaders were welcome, for they came bearing flowers and
friendship and a neighborly spirit. They promised support in

fulfillment of the world's fair in this city
in 1915, and San Francisco, on her part, will
not be backward in the way of help and back-
ing for the rose carnival and aviation meet1 which the Garden City is to "hold. It is a

neighborly and helpful spirit that looks for the best rather than the
worst and encourages further effort along right lines of the common
good. If sometimes the interior scolds us for our sins, we likewisefind there a generous spirit of recognition for the big tilings thatSan Francisco has done in the way of rebuilding the city, and on
top of that portentous task the present undertaking, with charac-
teristic energy, of the world's fair in 1915. In this relation, words
of encouragement come to San Francisco from our neighbors alliover
California, bearing testimony to the fact that what this city 'sets out

Roosevelt is now furnishing -better
stories for;nothing than^hose for which
he -is.paid a dollar a' word.—New Haven
Palladium.

-
. :-..•.-
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J. D. DESMOND,' a contractor, now^engaged In
the construction of the Los Angeled water pipe
line from the Kern riyer country. Is staying at
the Palace. \u25a0*

\u25a0*
• *

FRANK W.ESHLEMAN of Boston. C. n.
Arnold f>f New York and Fentress Hillof.Wil-
lows make up a group staying at the Fairmont.* * *

REV. T. H. MALONE of Denver Is staying at
'

the St. Francis, the guest of H. H. Tammeo.
a resident of the game city.

*- • *
E. W. LAURENCE of San Luis Oblspo and C. P.

Wis? of Portland are among the recent ar-
rivals at the Manx.

'

H. T. BRAGDON, a mining man of Goldfleld. is
\u25a0 in town on business and Is at the St. Francis.* \u25a0/•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'•

CAMPBELL W. CHTTTENDEN and Allen G.
Thnnnan of.Columbus are guests at the Palace. •

A. F. ALBERTSON, a banker of \u25a0 Tacoma, is
;\u25a0; registered at ". the ,Palace .with Mrs. ."Albertson.

GEORGE ;W.-DOWNS, a businessman of,San
I"Juan, 'is at/tie

-
Argonaut with Mrs. Brown.

'IfJ. A. DOTTGHEaTY, a shoe manaffacturer o«»Portland, is registered at the St. Francis.
C. E. PEABSAIX, an attorney of Eureka. I3!among the recent arrivals at the Palace.

'
• • •

HANS THOMPSON, captain of the steanwhio \u25a0'
Saa Jose, U a guest at the Stewart.

'• • •
,JT. C. WOOD, a real estate man of St. Paul ia

at the St. Francis with Mrs. Wood.

M. DOZIEE Jr.. an engineer of Chico. is stay- •
Ing at the Palace for 9*.few days.

* *

A. W. KASON, an oil operator of Bakersfl.lo. isI'registered at the St. Francis. r?:<A
A. C. BINSHAM.a banker of MarysrCre, N at

•*Ithe Palace with his family j\">at \• * •
.*

E. J. STRUfGHAX. a businessman of New York. is registered at the Palace.
*

DR. GEORGE H. JACKSON of Marram- "1*staying at the Stewart. .
•CtsS' ?*>*''»*<*Alaska. U-at

STRIKING ANOTHER—X. C. C, Tocaloma.
Is a pVrson who strikes another who wears
glasses liable to a fine? If so, how much?
If one strikes another not in self-

defense or in the pre\*ention of the
commission of a crime, he is guilty,if
no deadly weapon is used, of battery,
and Is punishable by fine or imprison-
ment or both. The fine may be as much
as $500, or the imprisonment may ex-
tend to six months. But if a man
strikes another who wears glasses,
though only the fist be used, and breaks
the glasses, drives the splinters into an
eye or both eyes, and destroys the sight
of one or both, then the striking would
be a felony, namely mayhem, and on
conviction the penalty may be impris-

onment in the penitentiary for 14 years.• * •
GAS METER—A. and 8.. City. Has a com-

I«auy the right to demand a deposit of $5 ou a
gas meter wHien it is placed In position?

Ithas been held that a company has
the right to do so to protect itself
against persons .who might go into
premises for one month only and then
leave without paying for the gas used.
No deposit is required in case a meter
is placed in a house at the owner's

AMERICAN—A. J.. City. Can a man born in
Canada properly call himself an American?

American Is the name of any one
born on the American continent. Origi-
nally it was applied to the aborignal
inhabitants, but. is now applied to the
descendants of Europeans born in
America, and especially to the citizens
of the United States.

CHARTER—F. W-, City. Would like to know
whether the action taken by the Civic league In
regard to the revision of the charter Is liable to
place civil service eligibles back to positions
which rightfullybelong to them.

That is a matter for discussion by

those who are to revise the charter.
;-.'\u25a0••* : • •

ECLIPSE
—

W. O. M.. City. What was tb<»
date of the last total eclipse of the moon, and
when will the next occur?

The last was June 3. 1909. The next
will be on May 23-4 this year, visible
in the United States.• "' * - \u25a0' ••• -i':

RELIGION—D. M.. Lompoc. How many
Christians are there in the world?- How many
that are not classed as Christians? (2) Are the

Holy Hollers classed among Christians, from t
religious standpoint?

Christians, 477.050.155. Other creeds,
950.567.669. (2) They are not.• • •

PEARLY EMPEEOK— Subscriber. City. In a
Ti.«it through Chinatown, heard some Chinese
speak of the "pearlj emperor." Wiio was be.or who Is he?

Nguk Huong Siong Ta» the pearly
emperor, supreme ruler, Is regarded by-
many as the highest divinity wor-
shiped by the Chinese. He is often
referred to as the producer of all things
and the governor of all things, seen
and unseen, terrestlal and celestial. The
common people believe him to be the
receiver of the reports of the higher
class of gods in regard to what 13 done
on earth, and to examine Into the merit 3
and demerits of mortals, rewarding or
punishing them according to their Just
deserts. His birthday comes on the
ninth day of the first Chinese year.
The manner of worshiping him is by-
three kneelings and nine knockings. or
kneeling down on the ground three dis-
tinct times, each time bowing the head
to or toward the earth thrice.

\u25a0
•
•

'\u25a0''?\u25a0'\u25a0
•

\u25a0>

'
\ +

SFIOKT MEASURE—A. J.. City. Order frcn»a milk concern a quart of milk daily and am
charge*] for a quart daily, but on measurement ""^ffind that the "quart bottles" contain a. quartep
less than a quart. What can Ido?

Either pay for what you get. or lay a^Complaint before the prosecuting at*
torney in the police court.

AREA—A. C. City. Which county In Cali-fornia has a smaller area la miles after SaaFrancisco?
The smaller counties of. the stato

aside from San Francisco, which- has 48square miles, are Santa Cruz, 423; Sar»Mateo. 470; Marln, 516; Amador, 568
and Alpine, 575.x

find books that will instruct an inexperienced
person in the raising of hogs? VV*

You will find information along that
line in the free public library or in any-
first class book store.

ADDRESSES— A. G. E., Oakland. The'
addresses of the persons asked for cart
be found In "Who's Who in America "f
to be seen in the Oakland free library t

©ft;-the Witness Stand
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SUNDAY CALL. 1 Year $2.50
WEEKLY CALL, 1 Year $1.00
FORFIGV » Daily $8.00 Per Year Extra
p^.T .^'r « Sunday $4.15 Per Year ExtralOSfAGL /Weekly $1.00 Per Year Extra

Entered at the United States Postofflce as Second Class Matter
ALL POSTMASTERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Sample Copies Will Be Forwarded When Requested
Mall subscribers in ordering change of address should be particular to give

both NEW and OLD ADDRESS in order to insure a prompt and correct
compliance with their request*
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America
Offers England
Sympathy

Balhnger

in a Bad
Temper

San Francisco
Acknowledges
Obligations


