
CROWING ACHIEVMENT of the CAREER
of H RIDER HAGGARD
"RED EVE"

WMISTINGUISHED English Novelist
ss^Has Written a New and Fascinating

Romance of the Age of Chivalry Which
Has Been . Secured for First Publication

MYSTIC
Cathay and Europe, medieval and

militant, form the background of that stirring
tale of chivalry "Red Eve," with which H.
Rider Haggard, the distinguished British nov-

elist, is to break the silence of years;
Literary London is on the alert; the speculation as

to what the new romance is to be has reached to the
antipodes, while in South Africa, where Mr. Haggard
drew upon the traditions of the Zulus and exploited
the lives of Boers and Outlanders, the story of
the rise of this successful modern teller of tales is
told again and again with enthusiastic comment.. It has been a quarter of a century since "She," by
the vigor of its imagery and its defiance of the con-
ventional, was the sensation of the hour. Now the
world has heard of a forthcoming volume which
contains the engrossing plot and compelling charm
of the story of Ayesha, inspired by the same fictile
imagination and tempered by the maturity of genius—
"Red Eve."
, Its breathless recitals of deeds of combat such as
stirred the pulses in the day-* of Froissart, it- trace of
religious superstition, its suggestion of the esoteric
cast, its disregard of accepted canons, so that the
Black Death and the Black Prince alike are persons
of the drama, are elements which \u25a0""rill hold captive the
attention of all, as they did that of the few who have
had access to the manuscript. "Red Eve," his latest
novel, is regarded as the crowning achievement of the
brilliant career of H. Rider Haggard.

Its coming is an event. It naturally will be com-
pared with the work of such writers as Maurice Hew-
let, Joseph Conrad and others of the English school
who have within the last decade been stimulating
the imagination of the reading public.

"What will this new Haggard novel be like?*' is
a question asked by thousands who have gleaned hints
here and there that it was in preparation,
FRUITION OF GENIUS

Interest in it is as strong in this country as in Eu-
rope, for the works of Mr. Haggard have delighted
young and old. The news that a new work is to come
from the author of "KingSolomon's Mines," of "Nada,
the Lily" and of "Allan Quatermain" is welcome
wherever the printed page is turned.

The American newspapers were among the first to
recognize the talent of Mr. Haggard, and we will
present a week from today for the entertainment of
our readers his new masterpiece, which has all the
force of his earlier efforts, combined with the high
literary craftsmanship, a product of additional years
of study and reflection.

"Red Eve*' is destined to be an epoch making work
and those who read it are brought into contact with
the personality of one of the most remarkable men
hi this generation. To appreciate it thoroughly it is
important to consider the character and personality,
of the man who wrote it and the circumstances which
contributed to his development. His entry into litera-
ture was unexpected and the outcome of a destiny
which led him at an early age to South Africa.

. Mr. Haggard, in speaking of some of the trials and
surprising coincidences of his career as an author,
says: "Ihave been subjected to considerable attacks

•in my time—l may say very bitter attacks. For ex-
ample, I remember a literary man writing to me, not
merely accusing me of being the instigator of the
crimes committed by another gentleman—Jack the
Ripper—but of actually perpetrating them. Criticism'
we expect, but why, if a man writes a novel more or
less successful, should he be accused of the crimes
attributed, perhaps falsely, to the Ripper?

"Another gentleman, who did not go quite so far
as that, stopped at plagiarist; everything I have
written he has found somewhere else. I have no
doubt that at this stage of the world it is very easy
to find an original for everything. I thought that in
"She' I had given the world something fairly new—if
oldbut not a bit. Do you remember a writer called
Homer? He had a lady living in a cave that was the
prototype of She.
SOME AMAZING COINCIDENCES

"As to literary coincidences. There is some faculty
of the brain that exercises a mysterious foresight. I,
could tell you some very odd things which"have'hap-
pened to me in confidence. Most of my humble efforts
about the dark continent I have invented at large and.
freely all round

"I am astonished, almost dismayed, when I find
books of travel sustaining what I have invented. In
'King Solomon's Mines' and 'Allan Quatermain' are
things which I evolved out of my turbid imagination
which have been verified since—why, I know not. I,
never had the slightest conception that they would
be duplicated in fact. :
'I "One instance will suffice. When I was going to
write 'Allan Quatermain' I took the map and hit upon
a spot then unknown. I located a mission station
there, had it attacked and all its occupants killed.
Three years later some religious body went and fixed
a mission there and aU its occupants were killed—a
most unpleasant coincidence.

"I could give a dozen other instances^ of the kind,
but I must content myself with this one: I wrote a
book of romance for boys, 'The People of the Mist.'
In it I picket, out a spot in Africa and made a land
company take it up. Later became the director of a
company which took up that actual spot. From all the
reports that I can learn, brought down from natives,
my description was essentially accurate." \u25a0 7 7 "

Henry Rider Haggard came of an old Danish fam-
ily which centuries ago, in quest of education in war-
fare, landed in England.. The name, as the old an-

nals give it, was Aagard, which was modified into the
aspirated fortfl which it has had for generations.
The family, however, is so thoroughly English and •
so identified with the history of the island that the
story of the ancient line would;be. almost forgotten
were it not that Mr. Haggard himself so strongly
suggests in his personal appearance the Norsemen
from whom his descent is traced. It would.require
no great stretch of fancy even now to think of him
as one of the Vikings o. old or as a singer of sagas
of the deeds of might. In himself he suggests the
incident of the youth, who, through the reversion to
an ancient type, was believed to be. after all. the cen-
turies, that Kalikrates whom {Ayesha loved of yore.

Mr. Haggard was born Tate in 1856 at Bradenham
hall, Norfolk, Ipswich, and over the doorway of the
old house is carved that six pointed star which was
the emblem of that Danish adventurer at arms who
left his native Juitland in quest of fame and fortune.
For four generations the Haggards have been lords
of Bradenham. " »

11. Rider Haggard was the sixth son of Squire Wil-
liam Haggard, who married into a prominent and
wealthy family of Norfolk. The home of the Hag-
gards has the date of 1313 carved beneath one of its
mullioned windows, which strangely 7 enough harks
back to the very period when the third Edward sat
upon the throne and in which the action which ani- •
mates the novel of "Red Eve" revolves.
ATMOSPHERE FOR "RED EVE"

In such a place as this there would exist the atmos-
phere which one so sensitive to his environment as is
Mr. Haggard would naturally feel, for from the quiet
of the Norfolk country it was no far cry to the em-
battled field of Crecy, where, brave men fought for
country and king.

Like so many of the younger sons ,in England,
Haggard sought preferment in the colonies of the
crown. He was educated in the Ipswich grammar
school and at the age of 19 he qualified for a foreign
office' clerkship. Sir Henry Bulwer gave him a staff
appointment. Haggard accompanied Sir Theophilus
Shcpstone to the Transvaal, where he assisted Colonel
Brook in hoisting the British flag. Had the emblem
remained there it is probable that a long and bloody
war several decades later might have been averted.
The Boers, however, did not regard the flag episode
as convincing or binding. Haggard r- whose love of
adventure was innate, served as lieutenant and adju-
tant of the Pretoria Horse, and was also for four
years master of the High Court. He returned to ;

England, where he married, and then returned for a
time to South Africa, but as he objected to the con-
ciliatory policy of the government he went home thor-
oughly displeased with the trend oftaffairs. Estab-
lishing himself in London, he was admitted to the bar.

He had a strong inclination toward literature, and
after much labor he succeeded in presenting to th.
public, partly through his own financing, a book en-
titled "Cetewayo and His White' Neighbors," which
represented a loss of 50 pounds to him. The glimpse
of a fair face which he caught in . a little country

church gave him the idea for his brief story of
"Dawn," on which his net gains were 10 pounds. His
inclinations were drawn to the occult, and in 1885 he
composed "The Witch's Head," from which his reve-
nues rose to 50 pounds. Haggard was thus 10 pounds
the gainer on his three literary efforts. On his being
admitted ,to '. the bar in 1885 he almost decided to
abandon literature. He clung to it, however, as a'
pastime, and, availing himself of the leisure of.the
evenings, he wrote""King Solomon's Mines," his
first popular success, for he awoke, as did the author
of "Childe Harold," to find himself famous.
AWOKE TO FIND FAME

His great success came to him in "She," a story of
such vividfancy, of such moving action, of such a well
constructed plot, that it instantly caught the approval
of the fiction reading public. It shocked some of the
staid English novel readers, who were ! accustomed
to assimilate mild pabulum of the two volume style.

"Really," exclaimed one estimable woman, "the im-
agination of this man Haggard is simply lawless."

Others objected because the author made the
heroine too beautiful and alluring,

The story of "She" is an old myth under a new
garb. It will be recollected by those who followed
its manifold thrills and surprises that it concerned
the romance of a beautiful white woman who seemed
to have, immortal life and had lived for centuries in'
the -fastnesses of the mountains of Africa as the
queen of black savages .who knew her as Ayesha, or

."She who must be obeyed," whence, the title of the
book is derived.

She believes that she recognizes in a young Eng-
lishman the reincarnation of a youth whom she had
loved centuries before and for whom she had waited
all these years. The book comes to a tragic end, 'for
She, in endeavoring to induce her reincarnated love
to enter the fire of immortality, goes into the flames
herself, where the effect is precisely the opposite from
what it would have been had this not been the fiery
baptism. She becomes a wrinkled hag and dies in
the presence of the English youth.. Here is much the
same motive as pervades William Morris' "Th© Well
at the' World's End," although the language has none
of the archaic form*of the English socialist/
BECOMES PROLIFIC WRITER /

"She" .was hailed as a queen in the United States,
and it is told 'that an American, desiring to impress
Haggard with the popularity of the work, declared
that he had actually counted 60 women at one Ameri-

.can summer resort reading.it.
"I am very glad to hear that," was the response of

Haggard, "although every one of those books was
pirated. I never got a cent of American revenue
from "She." H

His later books earned for him more substantial
monetary rewards, both here and abroad, and having
freed himself from the exactions of a certain London
publishing house he reaped a rich harvest.

"Jess" and "Allan Quatermain" appeared in 1888,
and in the following year he had given to the world
his "Cleopatra," being his version of the life of the
fair serpent of the Nile. t-

Haggard abandoned the profession of the law and
devoted himself entirely to literature, taking up his
home on his ancestral property* and working with
indefatigable industry. He published "Beatrice" in
1890 and in the following year "Eric Brighteyes," an
Icelandic romance, saw the light. "Nada, the Lily,"
bears date ;of 1892 and is, a story of South Africa.
Two years *later "Montezuma's Daughter" was given
to the world and also "The' People of the Mist."
"Swallow" came after* an interval of five years, and
10 years ago "Ellissa, Zulu Idyl," was printed.

One of his most important works, from a technical
point of view, and which always- will be considered
as an example of romantic inspiration combined with
scholarship, is "The World's; Desire," a story of
Ulysses and Helen, for which Andrew Lang wrote
the lyrics. The collaboration was a success and its
literary; quality places it in the front rank of fiction.
"The Pearl Maiden, abounding in the same accurate
knowledge as is observed in the writings of the author
of "Quo Vadis," is a romance. of Christianity in the
days of Vespasian. "The Brethren" is a tale of the
Crusades/ filled with"stirring episodes. "...

Haggard had now accumulated a fortune and his
wife was also wealthy in her own right. He decided,
therefore, to devote some time to various schemes for
national, social and economic reforms which he con-
sidered were needed in England: He felt especially
that the farmers of England should know more of

the nature of the soil and of scientific agriculture, and
he also took up the question of having more land
under cultivation. His conclusions were summed up
in his "Rural England," which was printed eight years
ago.

The novelist was last seen in the United States.in
1905, when he came to make some studies of farming

experiments for the poor, which were being conducted
-near: Philadelphia; and other places under the direction
of the Salvation Army.

He impressed those who saw him at that time as
far different from their preconceived" ideas concerning
him. A bluff, straightforward Englishman, ruddy and

-wholesome in appearance, he seemed the last . person
in the world to give way to flights of fancy. He was
then, more interested in• the United States and -its in-
dustrial problems and its agriculture than. anything
else and .forbore to say much of anything about his
work.

In England he has been for years among the popu-
lar idols,* a position which became his following the
publication of "She." He was much sought socially™
and became one of the literary lions of the British
metropolis.

HAGGARD CLOSE STUDENT
Haggard,* although his writings have been mainly

salong popular lines, is an earnest and thorough stu-
dent of the manners, customs and traditions of the
period which he so vividly describes. His imagination
has full play when it comes to the devising of plots
and situations, but in the details of dress and manner
he is remarkably accurate.
. He delved deep into the history of Egypt, coun-
try which he visited especially in order to collect ma-.
terial for his "novel of \u25a0 "Cleopatra-" ; The whole his-
tory of the land of the Pharaohs.. to be at his
command, and *he is especially fond of scarabs^ and
ancient pottery. The remarkable scarab which fig-
ures in "She" has its counterpart in several" of his own

collections. The Icelandic sagas, the lore of old Eu-
rope, even the traditions and the observances of an-
cient Mexico, are among his rich stores of knowledge.
He attempts to mirror no period until he has ; gath-
ered all the details necessary to"give Teriaimflitude to
his romances.
.It has been well said of Haggard that "every age

was his hour and the world his workshop."
"Red i Eve" harks . back to the fourteenth ; century,

and aside from living in an atmosphere which is pe-
culiarly; fitted for"the production of such a romance
as this, Haggard had accumulated vast stores of
knowledge which have been used to good advantage
in the" forthcoming work, yet he does this: without
the slightest . suggestion of pedantry. His books
abound in an atmosphere which is well sustained. For
this reason; the romance of medieval chivalry which
he has devised is of peculiar and important interest.
MYSTERIES AND CHIVALRY _

The plot revolves about the battle of Crecy, fought
in 1346 near the French village of that name, between
35,000 r Englishmen and 75,000 Frenchmen. The
French were defeated 7 with great slaughter. It was
one,of the most decisive of battles, the memory of
which survives to this day in the coat of arms of the
prince of Wales. Here it was that King John of Bo-
hemia was slain and the Black "Prince; assumed jhis
motto, "Ich dien," and the three ostrich plumes which
constituted his crest. 7

The plot concerns the love.of Hugh de Cressi for
Eve, the daughter of. Sir John. Clavering, the.Re*
Eve of the story, so called on account or tier predi-
lection for wearing crimson, which sets off her dark
beauty. The families* to which the maiden and the
youth belong are concerned in a feud, and, besides,
the" father of the young woman is ~ determined that
she. shall marry the false hearted, noble, Sir Edmund
Acour. Here are the mainsprings of the action/which-
concerns , battle, stratagem ** and intrigue, the love of
a beautiful woman for a strong and valiant man.

H. RIDER HAGGARD

The San Francisco Sunday Call

ONE WEEK FROM TODAY thE^t^_K op "RED EVE"


