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DIAZ URGES
REFORM IN

MEXICO
President Reads Message at

Opening of Congress Admit=
ting Abuses of Power

ban to be placed on
re-election to office

While Professedly Bowing to
Public Opinion, Executive

Answers His Critics

VOTES TO BE GIVEN ALL
CONSIDERED CAPABLE

MEXICO
CITY, l.—Com-

mitting himself to the. advo-
cacy of many of the reforms
demanded by the revolution-

ists." although professedly bowing only
to the Influence of public opinion, Gen-
eral Diaz answered his critics through
his semiannual message at the open-
Ing of the national congress, today. -

The principle of no re-election of the
chief executive and incumbents^ of
ether elective offices and the reform of
t?ie electoral laws so that the privilege
t>t the ballot may be enjoyed by those
citizens "who are considered capable of
voting," were advocated.

The message refers, specifically to
the application of the no re-election
principle and to the naming of gov-
ernors, one of the chief contentions of
the discontented elements throughout
the republic, the president saying that
If a bill providing for the "periodical
renovation" of the officials in question

" should come before congress it would
have liis earnest support.

, Definite Reforms Promised
Abuse of power by jefes politicos, an-

ether of the crying evils complained of
by residents of the rural districts
throughout Mexico, is to be abated, ac-
cording to the plan outlined by the
president. '

The president proposed to improve
the efficiency of the judiciary through a
more careful selection of its personnel
and lengthening of tenure of office. Ef-
ficacious punishment of judicial func-

tionaries for malfeasance is to be
brought about through the enactment
of more stringent measures.

On the subject of the division of great
private estates, first broached by Min-
ister Limantour in his Paris interview,
the chief executive declared his deter-
mination to find efficient means to
bring about this innovation.

Diaz' First Recommendation
In no previous message of the presi-

dent has there been anything in the
nature' of a recommendation. Until to-
day his messages • Wave been mere-
resumes of things accomplished.

The public, knowing that the presi-
dent would in his message to the'
twenty-fifth congress depart from the
ordinary course and suggest special
legislation, has shown intense interest.

From the minute the chief executive
entered the chamber of deputies until

the last word of his message had been
read, every man on the floor, as well
as those persons in the galleries, list-
ened intently.

Every available spat in the galleries

was occupied either by diplomats, pub-
lic officials or by. those fortunate;
enough to have obtained cards of ad-
mission.

President Diaz appeajpd no more
aged tonight than he did when he'
read his message in September, and in

: (spite of the fact that the reading to-i
•night required more than an hour, his
voice was as strong at the conclusion
as at the beginning:.

Applause for President
Only once was the president inter-

rupted by applause. At the mention of
reforms there was a spontaneous clap-

ping of hands for one brief minute

and then no more was heard until the
close when the big auditorium re-

sounded to hand clapping and cries of

"viva!"
After reviewing at length the prog-

ress of the nation in the last six
months and briefly the events leading
up to the rebellion .and Its progress

the message continued:
"Recent expressions of public opin-

ion on various questions .of govern-
mental policy have attracted \u25a0\u25a0 general
attention and for this reason the ex-
ecutive deems fit to make public the
measures which he believes ought to
be adopted and the views by which he
will be guided in his endeavors to
warrant the confidence which the
country has reposed in him.

Marauders Near Capital
{Special Dispatch to The Call] *WASHINGTON, April Conditions
in Mexico are more threatening now
than they have been since last No-
vember when the disturbance began.
Confidential advices received from the
City of Mexico reveal the fact that
unrest pervades practically, the entire
population In the valley of Mexico.

Small bands of marauders have ap-

Mrs.MaryA.Yerkes,
Whose Illness Has

Become Critical

WIDOW OF TROLLEY
MAGNATE NEAR END

Attack of the Grip Followed by

Dropsy and Heart
Failure •

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
NEW YORK, .April I.—Mis. Mary

Adelaide Ycrkes, widow of Charles T.
Yerkes, traction millionaire and dl-

I from Wilson Mizner, playwright,

• usly illat her home, STI Madir
son :> tonight j

I riends i
and relath Ive an- i

other - Is suffering, it is j
said, from dropsy, which set in as an |

1 trouble following a I
complication of complaints.

For more than five months Mrs.
Yerkes has been In bed. She was taken
111 early la- sr with an attack
of the grip, i^ne seemed unable to

rally and gradually became weaker and
weaker, until at last she. was not able
to arise.

Her sister, who lives in this city,
has been with her. and her former sec-
retary, the faithful "Billy" Lauer,
whom, it was reported at. one time, she
intended to marry, has been in almost

nt attendance at the house since

11. H. Whitehoi; is been
j Mrs. Vrrkeß' physician ftor years, ad-

I mitted tonight that his patient was

offering from heart trouble,
\u25a0 ncr a general nervous break-

down." he said. "She has been under
a great strain in the last few years

and it is not surprising that tinder
such conditions her heart should have
become affected."

Mrs. Yerkes was Mary Adelaide
ISoore, daughter of the junior member
of the drug firm of Powers, Weightman

& Moore of Philadelphia, when she was
married to Yerkes 24 year

HARRIMAN'S DAUGHTER
VISITED BY STORK

Son Arrives at Home of Mr. and
Mrs. C. C. Rumsey

[Special Dispatch lo The Call]
NEW YORK. April 1.

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Cliarl<

Rumsey. The little visitor arrived at

the home of Mrs. Rumsey's mother,
Mrs. K. H. Harriman, 1 East Sixty-
ninth street, where Mrs. Rumsey has
been staying for some time.

Before her marriage to Rumsey,

March 2V a year ago, Mrs. Tlumsey was
Miss Mary Harriman. The young

couple were married at the country
estate of the late H. Tl. Harriman at
Arden, N. V. Rumsey is a well known
artist of this city.

It. Edward R Crasin, who is attend-
ing Mrs. Rumsey, said today that both
the mother and baby are doing well.

TOM JOHNSON GREETS
BRYAN IN SICKROOM

Sufferer Doing Well, Reports
Commoner

CLEVELAND, AprilL—Former Mayor
Tom I>. Johnson entertained William
J. Bryan in his sick room today. Bryan
stopped between trains while on his
way from Pin.ua. 0., to Zanesvllle.

"He was feeling fine," said Bryan
after the visit, referring to Johnson.
"We did not talk polit

The sick man is able to sit up a lit-
tle now.

PORTLAND SENDS AID
TO STARVING CHINESE

PORTLAND, April I.—Five thousand
dollars was rah!' i today from

China. This contribution brings tin-
total Rf>nt by the mprrhants of li
including contributions by Chinese
residents, to a total of fiO.O ju

JAPAN CAN NOT
FIGHT, ASSERTS

NOTED VISITOR
iWar Would Be Ruinous for

a

Flowery Kingdom, Says

Baron de Rebecque

Famous Peace Advocate De*
dares That Oriental Nation

Is Not to Be Feared

BARON
DE CONSTANT Dl RE-

BECQUE, president of the par-
* liamentary group of arbitra-

tion,; a member of T*ie Hague
tribunal and foremost among the p"eace
advocates of the world, sees little dan-
ger of the Japanese nation entering I
upon war, not so much on account of
wjhat the sentiments and feelings of

j the Japanese people might be, but be-
I cause of the moral and material ruin '
that warfare, even victorious war,
would bring upon the land of the
mikado.

i The baron is not an alarmist. Quite 'the contrary. H. is so able and con-
' sistent an advocate of peace that he

was awarded the Nobel peace prize last

year. He arrived in this city yester-
day morning and put in his day with
great energy. He delivered an address
In French at Golden Gate Commandery
hall, under the auspices of the Alii-'
ance Francaise, last evening, and sub-
sequently was the guest of honor at a
dinner given at the rooms of Cercle de
l'Union, the French club, at 220 Post
street. He -will make several addresses
in this city and will speak at both the
University of California and Stanford
university before \u25a0he departs for the
east.

Lauds Taft Idea
Baron Constant spoke enthusiastically

of the world's peace situation last even-
ing. I ; -

Of the suggestion for an international
peace agreement made by President
Taft and accepted and urged so ably In
England by Lord Edward Grey," the
baron said: " '

"The peace agreement which has been
discussed by Lord Edward Grey, follow-

| ing the suggestion of President Taft. is
I a good thing. I do not" know what

agreement will be reached, but I am
• sure that the suggestion and discussion

means new progress toward arbitration.
"France, my own country, always has

been and always will be in favor of any
step which will Increase in numbers and
in strength the measures of The Hague
tribunal in the cause of arbitration."

Of the attitude of Japan as a world
power and the rumors of war that issue
from and are associated with that land,
the peace advocate said:

Japan Not to Be Feared
"I know perfectly well that many

people regard Japan as a menace to
the peace of the World, .but I do not
believe in the '• alarmists* prophecies,

for this reason; It is not a question of
feeling or sentiment, but simply be-
cause the national interests of Japan
is to develop its natural resources.

"War, and even victorious war, would
mean ruin materially and morally,for

Japan. If Japan might not realize that
now, it Is the duty of the other nations
to point" that fact out to it. While I

am here I intend to speak more exten-
sively on the Japanese situation. I
shall make It the subject of one of
my addresses."

China and Russia
Baron Constant was reluctant to dis-

cuss the trouble which is brewing be-
tween Russia and China, because he

said that the difficulties are too recent
for him to have considered fully, while
with the Japanese situation, it Is of
longer standing.* But speaking gen-

erally of the latest Asiatic trouble, he
said:

"Of the "Russian-Chinese difficulty I
may say what I have said of the Mexi-
can situation, and of all difficulties be-

tween contiguous countries, wherever
there are nations facing on a common
bounday line there is bound'to be dif-
ficulties, but the question is, would war
be the solution of those difficulties."

Baron Constant's full name Is M.
d'Estournelles, . baron de Constant de
Rebecque. He is a senator of the prov-

ince of Sartha, the historic province of
Maine, France; is president of the par-
liamentary group of the committee of.
arbitration, which numbers 515 mem-
bers; is president of the arbitration

\u25a0 group of The' Hague tribunal, and is
president of the international commit-
tee on conciliation.

Addresses French Residents
M. d'Estournelles addressed a. meet-

ing of French residents in Golden
hall last night under the auspices of
the Alliance Francaise.

After an introduction by Felix Pan-
tellier. president of the alliance, \u25a0 the
baron praised the alliance for the work
it is doing for humanity and then de-
voted himself to the main- topic of his
address, universal peace. Taking up

the prelmlnary work of the ; first peace
congress;he',said {hat the Idea of set-
tling: international aaffirs through the
medium of arbitration on the lines of
Justice met with much opposition on
account of ignorance, but that in time

. the idea grew and will continue to grow,
until universal peace shall prevail.

"Consider in my country the "adja-
cent. communities of Clairmont.- and

SOCIALIST WINS
BERKELEY FIGHT
FOR MAYORALTY

J. Stitt Wilson Downs Beverly
Hodghead in Spirited

Election

Auditor Re-elected, but AH
Others Must Fight It Out

April 22

[Special Dispatch to The Call]

BERKELEY,
April —J. Stitt Wil-

son, socialist* was elected mayor
of Berkeley t<jday, defeating

Beverly Hodghead, incumbent,
by a majority of 281 votes at one of the
most

f
hotly contested elections ever

known in this city. M. L. Hanscom, the
present auditor, was re-elected' over
John Ogden, socialist, by a big- major-
ity, but no school directors nor coun-
cilman received a majority at the pri-
mary, and the winners of today's battle
will be forced to fight it out April 22,
when the general election is held.

J. Stltt Wilson received a total of
2,749 votes, as against Hodghead's 2.465.
Wilson received almost a solid vote in
south and west Berkeley and carried
central Berkeley by a slight majority,
which Hodghead's strength in the uni-
versity community of Eist: Berkeley
and in the Claremont district was In-
sufficient to offset. Wilson ran far
ahead of any of the other socialists on
the ticket, and his victory is attributed
by many to the fact that the dis-
gruntled element which opposed Hodg-
head two years ago united with the
socialists to defeat him.

Of the seven candidates for council-
men, of whom two are to be elected, R.
A. Berry, incumbent, came within 100

Ivotes of securing a clean majority and
SO "avoiding the necessity of presenting
his name at the election April 22. Berry
received 2,400 votes. The other three
whose names will appear with his on
the ticket are E. Q. Turner, Fred F.

!'Connor and John A. Wilson; the latter a
socialist. A. F. Waid. socialist, Francis

FLAMES RAZECHURCH
ST. JAMES IN ASHES

Exterior and interior of St. James church as it appeared before the fire,
and Rev. P. R. Lynch, pastor of the church, who risked his life to save
valuable sacred properties.

MRS. ATHERTON CLASHES
WITH A REAL COUNTESS

California and German Novelists Snub Each Other With
"Honors" Even At the End

[Special Cable to The Call]
LONDON, April I.—A typical fem-

inine quarrel has developer) between
Intel|pctual Gertrude Atherton, the

an novelist, and the Countess

vnn Alirnim. author of "Elizabeth and
the German Garden." They met at a
luncheon given by Mrs. Cohden Sander-
son Thursday and the rival literary
lights had a veiled combat during
luncheon, disagreeing on the subject
of American publisher?.

Afterwards Mrs. Atherton, on leaving

the dining room, preceded the count-
ess, who by right of title should have
gone first. The countess gasped and
said: "I always wanted to see Califor-
nia until I read your books, Mrs. Ather-
ton."

Tenter Mrs. Atherton observed to her
friends, "I never recognize continental
titles when in England."

SWAIN GOT THE WRONG ROPE
AND GETS LANDLORD'S BULLET

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
STOCKTON, April I.— Joseph Ar-

don*7; hadn't got the wrong clothesline

he probably would not have a bullet

wound in his stomach today.

Ardonazand Martin Soreno carried
on a' flirtation last night with- Eulalle
Amorena and Trinidad Saturey, win-
sonio girls who came from. Spain a
month ago. The young. women wore
guests at the Royal hotel,' 341 South
Hunter street, where John Guichou
also lives. The girls retired lato last
night and early this morning Mrs.
Guichou, hearing a noise at her win-

dow, called her. husband. The latter,
thinking a burglar was entering- the
hotel, took a Bhot at a man near the
windo*. The bullet hit Ardonaz.

Ardonaz and Soreno were climbing
up the clothesline, thinking- it led to
the room of the young- women. Their
Object vu to frighten the girls. How-
ever, they got the wrong line and were
on their way to Guichou's window
when the hullet stopped their progress

Upon learning his mistake* Guiehou
took the wounded man Into the house
and sent for the ambulance. Ardonaz
ia In a critical condition.

DAZED BY LIGHTNING FLASH,
BRAKEMAN IS HIT BY TRAIN

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
REDWOOD CITY, April I—Blinded

by a bright flash of lightning, Edward
Hanley, a Southern Pacific brakeman,
was struck by a freight train at the

local railroad station this morning and
his right leg was crushed below the

knee.. .

Dr. J. U Rbss of this city rushed the
injured man to the Southern Pacific
hospital in San Francisco, where the
injured lfmb was amputated.

Mauley's recovery is said to be doubt-
ful.

BOY'S ACCIDENTAL SHOT HITS
BROTHER, BREAKING HIS BACK

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
UKIAH, April I.—Ralph Harrington,

IT years old, shot and fatally wounded

his brother. Clyde. 19. at Hopiand last
night. The boys were hunting rabbits
and while Ralph was putting a shell

into the magazine of his rifle a cart-
ridge was discharged. The older boy
was walking ahead and the bullet
struck him just below the shoulders,
breaking his bark.

FOURTH LARGEST CATHEDRAL
IN WORLD READY TO OPEN

[Special Dispatch to The Call]
NKW TORK. April I.—Th« masnln-

Iral of St. .John the Divine.
irth largest in the world and one

'of th< lutiful, will be thrown

open for public worship April 19. The
cathedral lias been building for nearly
l'.t years, an.l between $3,000,000 and
14,000,000 has been spent on iw

WATER PRESSURE
FAILS TO WORK

Three Priests Nearly Lose Their
Lives Rescuing Sacerdotal

Properties

St. James" <'athoik- church, Twenty-
third and Guerrero streets, was gutted
by firo early yesterday morning, the
property loss resulting amounting to

more than $Sn,noo. The edifice was so
completely devastated by the flames
as to make its reconstruction prac-
tically impossible.

While the fire was in progress, three
priests connected with the \u25a0 church
nearly lost their lives in attempting to
save sacerdotal properties. Rev.
Father J. Delahunty, assistant pastor
of St. James' church, at the risk of hl«
life, made his way through the .blind-
ing smoke and flame* to the altar,
where he succeeded in reaching the
blessed sacrament, which he restored to
the parochial residence. Father Dela-
hunty was almost suffocated when he
reached the street, and just as he
stumbled from the main edifice a por-
tion of the ceiling weighing many
tons crashed down
.;\u25a0 Father, p. R. Lynch, pastor of the
church, i- and ',Father W. ,J. I^ande,' as-
sistant pastor, also risked their lives
to * save valuable pictures 'and four
chalices. \u25a0 • - '

Crossed electric wires in the altar
boys' sacristy, on the north side/ of the
church, are believed to have started
the fire. ,

When th<> fire apparatus arrived on
the scene a few minutes later, two
alarms of fire were sent in. ChiefMurphy responded at the first alarm,
and despite the heroic work of the
firemen, under the chief's directions,
efforts to save the church were futile!
The flames ate their way ceilingward!
spreading along the roof of the wooden
structure, and a short time later the
entire upper covering of the building
as well as a side wall fell in. The
firemen declare that the water pressure
was inadequate to get streams over
the building.

Regular masses will he celebratedhourly from 6 o'clock to 11 o'clock this
morninp in St. James 1 hall, one blockaway from the ruined church. Al-
ready plans are on foot to restore the
burned church. Archbishop Rjordan
will disciAs the matter with Father
Lynch tomorrow, and in all probability
the work of lelmilding wju be started
Immediately.

MRS. POWELL
ENTRAPPED

REVEALS
PLOT

Wife of Slain Man Confesses
That She Insured Husband's

Life at Instigation of

Chisholm

POLICIES WERE BURNED
DAY OF HIS ARREST

Woman Was Physician's Asso-
ciate When Scheme to

Marry and Slay Vie*
tim Was Hatched

REMARKABLE WORK BY
TWO LOCAL DETECTIVES

TRAPPED in her own state-
ments. Mrs. John D. Powell,

widow of the man murdered in
Sonoma county, cast aside all

pretenses and defenses yesterday, and
by a confession to the police forged
the last link connecting L. C. Chis-
holm. the quack doctor, with the crime
for the purpose of collecting $2,000
life insurance. Her confession con-
cluded the work of the detectives.
The evidence is complete. It remains
now with a jury to deduce from the
facts.

She admitted that she burned the
insurance policies which the detec-
tives have maintained throughout was
the basis of the killing, the motive
for the crime; that they were paid up
to within a day of the murder; that
they were taken out in her name at
the instigation of Chisholm. Apart
from the sensation of her statements
regarding the insurance policies was'
the equally great sensation of her re-
lations with Chisholm. He seemed to
have dominated her completely, to
make her come and go at his bidding
at will.

Remarkable Work
This, at least, is the impression she

gives; but the police believe that
there is much yet which has been left
unsaid, and which when known will
make her out more of an accomplice
than the tool she pretends to be. She.
with her bag^a^e, photographs, letters
and confession, was taken to Santa
Rosa yesterday for Sheriff Jack Smith.

Thp confession practically concludes
the work of the local force. Less than
three weeks ago Detectives McLa-ugh-
lin and MrGrOwan were Riven a de-
faced and almost obliterated visiting:
card, bearing- the name of Miss Deane.

a nurse here, and told to run down the
mystery surrounding the murder of a
man believed to be Powell, whose body

was found in the woods near Fort
Ross. Nothing greater had they.
There was doubt even to the Identity

of the murdered man.
With this little shred of Informa-

tion they set to work. In three days
they had captured Ohisholm. A day or

so later they .obtained his trunks and
baggage. They discovered a plot to
kill for the purpose of robbing 1 life In-
surance companies. They built and
kept on building1, working night and
day, trailing down each clew, never
ceasing until they heard from Mr?.
Powell the words which made material
and stable their theories. Then Mc-
Laughlin went .to sleep standing- up
and McGowan dropped Jnto a chair,
fagged and weary to the core.

Chief Praises Men
"Ft was as clever a piece of detective

work as I have seen," said Chief Sey-

mour in discussing his officers. "They
got their man and they got their evi-
dence. When one takes Into consid-
eration the fact that they had nothing
more to work upon at the out»et than
a visiting card, there can be realised
the work the two men did. I com-
plimented them both, and they are d«-
servlng of the highest praise."

The final story told by Mrs. Powell
yesterday, and which, inasmuch as It Is
against her own Interest, is regarded

as the truthful one. with some qualifi-

cations, disclosed a state of affairs ob-
jectionable and noisome. So bald are
the outlines, so harsh and crud« the
governing factors, that the police think

that her sole reason for marrying

Powell was to fit in with Chisholm's
plans to kill him for the insurance
money.

They claim to have evidence that
Chisholm first prevailed on Powell to

take out the life insurance, then to
marry the woman, for the latter to
keep up the payments and finally to
commit the murder. The woman ad-
mitted the existence of the insurance
policies, but denied any implication in
the murder.

"Jlie insurance," she said, "was in
the Pacific mutual life insurance «om-

Continued on Page IS, Column 5 \u25a0
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C'OBtinued on i'Mge 27, Columa X I 'intinueil on Page 27, Column 3

Every Lover of Books
Will Be Interested in

The Call's Announcement
On Page 27

THE WEATHER '
YESTERDAY—Highest tempcratar^ 58*

': lowest Friday night, 52. .
FORECAST-jFORTODAY-rCloud);,m-

-settled weather, with showers: light south
wind, changing to \ west.


