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ALONZO
IN
ROME

WITH THE, PUP .AND JU-JU.

(Special Dispatch.)

Rome, Friday, Oct. 6, 1911.
Dear Hoys and (lirls;

We leave tomorrow for Naples and southern Italy, and after a week spent

in Rome can not but feel that there are many, many things which our limited
time has made It impossible for us to see. Rome is the city of imperial splen-

dors. Since our arrival laßt Friday we have been continually on the move, and
still there are bo many things that we have missed. Puppy snys that with his
experience he would undoubtedly make a great success in a moving picture

company, but Ju-Ju insists that his waddling gait Is not qualified for spec-
tacular display.

The first thing we did was to find a suitable hotel with a garage in con-

nection, and, once comfortably installed, we spent the remainder of our first
day in Rom©' quietly and without excitement of any sort. The next day we
went to view the Vatican and St. Peter's, also the circular castle of Sant'
Angelo, beneath the foundations of which rests the remains of the great
Emperor Hadrian. The castle was built in A. D. 136, and is 160 feet high. It

is one of the most Impressive sights of Rome, and has been prominently iden-
tified with the historical events of the ancient city since its completion. It has

served as a fortress for more than 15 centuries, and has held imprisoned
within its massive walls some of tho most famous captives of history. Kt.
Peter's is a magnificent structure, dating from the early part of the seven-
teenth century. It is literally crammed with splendid worka of art, and is
said to be the largest x»laee of Christian worship in the world.

Rome, the city, is situated in the midst of a wide, flat plain on either side of
the Tiber river, and also rests in part upon the slopes of its seven hills. It is
lauded for its splendid public monuments and buildings, its beautiful palaces and
gardens, its fine thoroughfares and well laid out parks, and, above all, for its
ancient ruins. There are ten bridges spanning the river, three of them being
quite old. The moat famous of these is the five arched Sant' Angelo, which,
with the castle, was named in honor of an angel who appeared before St.
Gregory the Great and saved Rome from a great danger which threatened It.

Among other things, we went to see the Kgyptlan obelisk which stands In
the center of the Piazza del Popolo, brought to Rome by Augustus Caesar.
The emperor obtained it from the temple of the sun at Heliopolis. Puppy said
he didn't think it was much to make such a fuss over, but Ju-Ju insisted that
it would furnish the finest kind of a roosting place, which goes to show the
sort of unsympathetic minds I am traveling with. Is It any wonder that I am
falling away to a shadow? We also visited the Villa Medici and the Villa
Borghese, the former of which dates from the year 1540. It was in 1801 pur-
chased by France to house the academy of fine arts which was founded In

Rome by Louis XV.
The pantheon, which ts one of the most celebrated of Rome's ancient build-

Ings, Is probably the only one In the city still complete. Near it la the famous
Piazza Colonna, In which rises the fine old column of Marcus Aurelius to <he
height of 95 feet. Not far from the piazza is the Sciarra-Colonna palace, a
product of the seventeenth century, and near by Is the Palace Bonaparte, In
which the mother of Napoleon lived and died. Another palace of note is the
Farnese palace, which was completed in 1545, and which was partly constructed
by the great Michaelangelo.

Of course, we went out to see the old coliseum, that famous amphitheater
of old Roman sports and games. The ancient ruin is located on the slopes of
the Capitollne hill, as Is also the crumbling Forum, to the south of which may
be seen the Palatine hill, with Its arch of Titus, dedicated In A. D. 81, and its
arch of Septimus Severua, A. D. 203. We went twice to view the coliseum, first
in the bright light of day, and again by illumination at night. I would have
gone yet again, but Puppy insisted that it was too much like the Greek theater
and made him homesick. •

Every afternoon we went driving In the Pinclo In company with all the
rest of the fashionables, and the attention we attracted was like to turjn our
heads. Ju-Ju has once more relapsed into his old mania for having his feathers
curled, and his topknots are fearful and wonderful to behold; while the Pup
displays his tyrquoise bracelet with great ostentation. The newer quarter of
the Italian city is traversed from one end to the other by broad, clean avenues,
bordered by handsome shops or residences, as the case may be, and near its
center are the immense baths of Diocletian. Hereabouts I chaperoned my two
companions on more than one shopping tour, and that we have emerged from
our stay In Rome with no visible loss of hair or feathers is not the least of
the pleasant memories I have to carry away with me.

While in southern Italy we will cross over and Include Sicily in our
itinerary, in spite of the fact that the Pup has entered the most obstinate
objections. "Alonzo," said he, "you do not love me. You know that gipsy said
I was to be kidnaped in Sicily." And Puppy shook with terror and showed the
whites of his eyes. "Tut, tut!" said I; "the days of bandits are over. And,
besides, no one would want to steal a wee dog like you." So, in spite of the
fact that Puppy refuses to be comforted, we are going to Sicily. Until next
week, as ever, ALONZO.


