
A Visit to the Los Angeles Alli-
gator Farm

HRRVTH 1.. «o\m:h

Starting out ttwta Los Angeles early
one. morning we bearded an electric
car and were soon at our destination,
the Los Angeles alligator farm. Kn-
teriag through, the >tore where were
displayed beautiful purses, belts and
Various other attractive things :ii;nl>-

frofn the skins of the alligators, we
er.ti red the farm. There a guide stood
waiting to pilot visitors through the
grounds and to explain the various
characteristics and points of Interest
regarding the alligators.

Bach group of siligatora was fenced
off by a bamboo fence inside of which
was a pond surrounded by a plat of
grass. The first group we came to
were the baby alligators. As we looked
in the pond and on the grass It ap-

Eeared to us as if there must have
ei'ii thousands of these crawling,

creepy animals. In reality there were
only about ?.<>?>, but as they crawled
and basked in the sum their number
seemed far greater than it really was.
These baby alligators were from two
months to a year old and were from
10 to 11 inches long and about a quar-
ter as wide. They were of a dark
blue black color while wet, but when
they came out Into the Bun they were
more of a bluish brown in color.

The alligator, a peculiar creature
of the swamp, is a very interesting
creature. Its head Is long and ilat
with hole? in the sides for Cars and
two more holes on the top for nos-
trils. These holes close while the an-
imal ia in the water and he uses his
gills to breathe with. It is said that
an alligator can live from two to four
years without food. Its jaws are very-
irregular, the teeth being formed so
as to fit within each other when tha
mouth closes, making a lock so tight
that it is almost impossible to open it.

Our guide threw chunks of meat
in to the alligators, so that we could
see how they grasped It between their
massive jaws and they clenched it so
tightly between their teeth that It
could not be torn away from them.
This is one of their means of protect-
ing themselves, and when their eye
lights on an object which they desire
to secure they can In an instant clench
it between their jaws so that it is im-
possible to rescue it Their jaws work
similarly to an automatic spring and
so quickly that not even a fraction ofa second will elapse between the
opening and clenching of them on theobject of their desire. In their Cghts
when eating many of them have lostpieces of their legs, claws and even
of their snouts. He pointed out to us
a number of alligators in this pond
that had been unfortunate enough to
have various parts of their bodies in-
closed in the jaws of their mates, and
some of them were so mutilated thatwe wondered how they could have
lived. He then threw In among them
pieces of liver, and the righting,
scrambling and squealing that ensued
rather frightened us, so fiercely didthese little fellows fight for their por-
tion of the food. They watched their
chance, and when they saw one of their
mates with a piece of meat between hisjaws they grabbed for it. The twowould then roll and roll until the
meat finally broke off and each secureda piece of it. .or if one happened to
relax its hold It would have to go
without. They would not stop fighting
until one or the other had secured themeat, and even rolled around andaround in the pond with the meatclenched in their jaws. They made asound when fighting which Impressed
us at first as being like the hissing ofa large snake, but as they became more
and more enraged they clicked their
i*^8., a, n,d .hiss ed so fiercely that it
Boded ill for the object nearest theirreach.

After having watched, these little
fellows for some time we went to thenext pond where the largest and oldestalligator on the farm waa kept. A verylarge and unsightly object he truly was.
He Is 600 years old and Is 16 feet long,
weighing about 800 pounds. His jaws
open and shut with a snap and click,
and the attendant is wary when he ap-
proaches him, fearing lest he take it
into his head to grasp some portion ofhim. This old alligator Is not verylively and Ilea basking in the sun mostof the day. The attendant, however,went Into his cage and made him move,so that we could see the immensity ofhis tough body. Part of his jaw ismissing, having been bitten off by oneof his mates In a fight. It Is said thathe has killed many of the alligators on
the farm, and so he is kept by himselfso that he will do no danger. His skinis so tough that a bullet can not pene-
trate It and not even a knife dug at a
fairly good strength into his body
would have any effect

When the guide told us that we
would next see the alligators chute thechutes we looked at each other ratherdoubtfully, wondering how these big,slow, unsightly animals could be madeto do such a thing as that, but we soonsaw that they were well trained anddidn t seem to mind a bit. There wasa chute in one of the pens about 10feet long and a foot and a half wide.
\Y°r. aJHgators about four feet long
rlimbwd laboriously up the stairs tothe chute and slid down, as If they
were used to doing it all their lives.1 hen the guide put one to sleep. Helaid him on his back and tickled his
stomach and soon the alligator waslying there stiff and still. They saythis will put any alligator to"sleer>without fail. *Next we were taken to a cage in-closed in a high board fence, with a
little bench for people to stand on and
look in. Here we saw all kinds ofsnakes and monsters of the desert
There was the gila monster, eguana'
the coral snake and various other kindsof creepy and unsightly creatures Ourguide, who seemed to be absolutely un-
afraid, went into their cage and madesome of the snakes come out of their
holes, so that we could see them, and
he even wrapped the snakes around
his neck, explaining that If you were
not afraid of them and did not alarm
them they would not hurt you.

After once more taking a look at
the little ulligators we left tha farm.
feeling that our day had been pleas-
antly and profitably spent.

HAROLD SCANDRETT
Conservation is the newest and latest

word in our national life. For a cen-
tury the continuous cutting down of
our forests without replanting has de-
nuded vaat stretches of territory in
the United States' of its natural pro-
tection. The forest trees once held
back the heavy rains, but now the un-
restrained rush of water is Bweeping
away the top soil covering, which has
taken ages to form. It is then carried
by the rivers to the ocean, never to be
recovered. It is estimated that 3,000
square miles of once rich and fertile
land in the states south of Pennsyl-
vania have been denuded by this pro-
cess, which Is called erosion. AH this
land must lie idle, as It can no longer
produce crops. If, when the timber
was cut down, other trees had been
planted we should now have new for-
ests and the land could produce paying
crops and support a vast population.
So In the great timber forests of the
middle west whole mountain ranges
have been devastated without replant-
ing and the agricultural lands have
been injured by the consequent floods.
If we do not take better care of our
timber lands our forests will be gone
in another half century. This is want
of Replanting the
trees means conservation.

This want of conservation was also

a want of foresight. Our coal miners
in 1910 mined 500.000,000 tons of coal.
At this rate of consumption it is calcu-
lated that our anthracite coal deposits
will last no longer than 25 years and
our bituminous 100 years. In mining
coal only the highest grades are taken
out and the inferior grades left behind
forever useless on account of the cavein
of the mines.

When our coal fields become exhaust-
ed what shall we do for power to turn
our wheels Of industry? Fortunately,
we have an ample supply In our water
sites, where power can be generated
and transmitted by means of electrical
machinery, now in process of develop-
ment. Our government, learning wis-
dom from its mistakes in giving away
other natural resources, coal, oil and
timber land, now proposes to keep these
sources of industrial power for the
benefit of the people. The plan is to
lease them for a term of years for de-
velopment and not to grant them to
corporations forever. This Is wisdom,
especially for California, which is so
rich In water power sites.

The preservation of our natural re-
sources should not be for private profit,
but for the benefit of the people. This
means greater prosperity for the peo-
ple and greater prosperity for the peo-
ple means a higher standard of living.,A higher standard of living means
more food for the babies, more clothes

for the children, more education for
boys and girls, more tools, more travel,
more amusements and more pleasure.
In a word, conservation affects the ma-
terial, moral and Intellectual life of the
nation.

A word meaning so much to us and
our future should be considered care-
fully by every patriotic citizen, by
every man, woman and child. ,

"But do you understand all this?" the
editor of The Call may ask. Let us see.

If I have $1 for pin money for the
month of June and I spend It all by the
7th I have nothing for the remaining
28 days. This ia a want of foresight
and not conservation.

If papa gives Tom $10 to buy a suit
of clothes and Tom comes back with
only a new necktie, this is waste and
not conservation.

Suppose a man has $20,000, the In-
come of which would support his fam-
ily for life. Along comes a promoter
who induces him to invest his capital
in wildcat stock in the hope of increas-
ing it to millions. The inevitable
crash comes. He loses all and is penni-
less. This is not wisdom, therefore not
conservation.

Conservation means that the nation
shall exercise the same prudence, fore-
sight and wisdom in handling the re-sources of the people that an individual
must exercise in order to make his lifehappy, prosperous and successful.

THE SUTRO SCHOOL BOASTS FOUR SETS OF TWINS

from left to right, top line: Elsie and Evelyn Rosenthal, Gertrude and Cretchen Keip,
Marjorie and Genevieve Toye, Charles and William Hetherington.

CONSERVATION OF OUR NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMA* RAPHAMI.

Conservation of our natural resources
Is the one topic in which the American
people should be most Interested. Con-
servation means the wise care and
proper use of our forests, mines, water
and soil. All the great fortunes that
have been made in this country came
from one or other of these resources.
The people of the Tinted States have
built up a great nation on this continent
in a short time. They have built it up
with BUCh rapid*ty that they have done
things they not have done had
they but a look into the future.

A hundred years ago half of our coun-
try was clad with forests, so vast that
we thought there was an inexhaustible
supply of timber: in fact, the forests
were a great hindrance to our develop-
ment. Now we are awakening to the
fact that these forests are not inex-
haustible and the end of our timber
supply is in sight. We have only about
30 years' supply left, ami then what
will happen? Our other resources can
not possibly be worked without timber,
so their output would dwindle to a
mere nothing. Our great and rich coun-
try will grow poor and we would lose
our rank in the world. Canada can not
supply us with lumber, because' she
needs it herself; Siberia is too far away;
South America has not the right sort of
lumber for our use.

All the countries of the world have
had a similar experience in forestry.
t«t us profit by their example. As early
as the thirteenth century France and

Switzerland had begun to look at the
problem of reforesting the land. France
now has forests that she has cultivated
for centuries. These forests are not
vast, but they are enough to supply her
needs. India, on the other band, has not
conserved her forests, and she Is now a
barren country. Floods and famines are
of frequent occurrence in that unhappy
land. Shall we profit by her example?
Shall we save our forests before it is
too late?

The giant sequoias of the Sierra are
the oldest livingmonarchs of the world.
They tower toward the sky from 200 to
over lei feet. They were living when
the Roman empire was, in its glory.
When Christ walked the earth they
were in their prime. They seem to be
almost immortal, but man is ruthlessly
destroying them. Soon only a few
broken and scarred stumps will be all
that is left of these giants of the forest.
One grove saved from the woodman's
ay would be a glorious monument to
some California millionaire who would
interest himscdf to preserve them from
destruction.

Our mines are among our greatest
sources of present wealth, but they will
not last forever. At the present rate of
usage our anthracite coal will be ex-
hausted in r,O years, our bituminous in
100. Our older oil and gas fields are al-
ready exhausted, and the production of
Iron ore grows less each year. Is there
a remedy for this wholesale destruc-
tion? Ifso, let us search for It. We can
not renew the supply of iron ore or coal,

but we can get more out of the mines
if we know how to do it. In the major-
ity of coal mines only about half of the
coal is really taken out; the other half
is left, possibly never to be mined
again. Natural gas is allowed to burn
away and oil is allowed to run to waste.
In dredger mining the debris Is dumped
over the fertile valley soil, thereby de-
stroying it for future agricultural use.

The destruction of the forests is re-
sulting in an impoverishment of the
soil. The forests hold the moisture In
the soil and protect the humus. More
soil is wasted every year than has been
taken out of the Panama canal. The
soil is washed into the ocean and lost
forever.

Our streams can be utilized more ef-
fectively. They should be made to fur-
nish electric power and to irrigate the
dry lands as well as supply us with
water for domestic use. The control of
water should be in the hands of the
people, or the great corporations will
enjoy a complete monopoly and compel
the people to pay tribute to them. The
government should own the water pow-
er sites, as well as the forest reserves.

The nation as a whole should meet
these problems a3 a successful business
man meets problems in his business
life. By the use of common sense and
common prudence the people should
take pains to prevent waste of their
natural resources. Once gone they are
gone forever and the generations of
the future will suffer from the neglect
of the citizens of the present time.

AN EVENING VISIT TO THE GARDEN
JHROMI3 MaiWII.I.W

One evening after I had finished sup-

per I remembered that I had left my
coat and hat up at our school garden.
I asked permission of my mother to go
and get them. She said, "Yes," and I
hurried off. When 1 arrived I had great
difficulty in climbing over the barbed
wire fence. At last ( succeeded and
soon found my belongings.

As I was taking a last look at my bed
I was surprised to see a pea wriggle out
of the soil and run out of sight. I
looked around to see where it had gone
and discovered that it had run to a
meeting of the vegetables.

All the plants of the garden were

there celebrating the day because they
had sprouted out of their dark caverns
into a world of happiness, where they
could hear the birds singing and see
the tieautiful sun.

Hundreds of fireflies gave all the light
they needed. Mr. Pumpkin made a
speech and a very good one, too. I
heard then that there was going to be
a parade The squash was crowned
queen and looked very pretty In her
loog trailing robe of green. The
vegetable* made the potato king be-
cause he was the most useful plant of
the vegetable kingdom.

Then the parade began. First came a
party of peas, mounted on butterflies;
then the relations of the queen, who

were the pumpkin and watermelon
vines; after that the king's army ofcarrots, and then the king and queen,
riding on an artichoke plant.

There were quite a few vegetables
dressed up, among them being a dozenbeets in their robe* of red, like piratesthen some parsley disguised as witches'who frightened, or at least tried tofrighten, the people, and lastly came aclown artichoke riding a chard leafpulled by caterpillars.

Refreshments were going to be servedin the toolhouse by Mrs. Hoe and Mr
Rake, but I found that I had remainedlong enough, and finally tore myaelfaway. I hurried home, and it was notlong before I was in bed fast asleep
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