
DELVING DEEPER IN LONG-BURIED CITIES

OF POMPEII AND HERCULANEUM FOR
NEW TREASURES OF ART

THE
question of excavating Her-

culaneum has always been a
subject of intense interest for
savants. Herculaneum was a

small provincial town which was not

famed even for its commerce; but ow-
ing to its position in the middle of

the Bay of Naples, with Vesuvius and
Mo'int Somma in the background, the
site was a favorite one with wealthy

Ronans for thei- villas. It was de-
stroyed so rapidly by the eruption of
Vesuvius in A. D. 79 that the excava-

tions there are sure to bring to light

ancient life just as it was lived..
Pompeii was buried slowly beneath

volcanic ashes and much was saved
from it by its inhabitants, or dug out
and dispersed by Pliny's contempor-

aries and by the barbarians who fol-

lowed them even in civilized times. On

the contrary, Herculaneum was sealed
in its tomb in a few hours by the mix-
ture of mv.l, ashes and scoriae, and no
one has ever been .able to reach it, so
high is the mountain of debris and
hardened stone by \u25a0which it was cov-

ered. "The entombment of Hercu-
laneum," says Mr. Waldstein, was sud-
den, complete and secure, and this was

not the case with the other Campanian

cities, nor with Pompeii."

Treasures Obtained
From the excavations under Resina

treasures have already been obtained.
"All Europe," wrote a correspondent

of the Mercure de France in 1751, "im-
patiently supports the suspense in

which it is held over the discoveries; in
ancient .Herculaneum, or Heraclea, as

it is now termed in Naples." But only

at present has the Italian government

been able to think of accomplishing

the gigantic task of unearthing the

entire city, and it is most probable that
the new tone given to the national
spirit by the war may make the charge

appear light which must be imposed

upon the budget in order to obtain a
complete result.

In Roman official spheres there is

absolutely no knowledge of the ex-
istence of any project of Mr. J. Pier-

pont Morgan for excavations at Hercu-

laneum. Mr. Morgan's name has been
mixed up with this Question owing to

the fact that Mr. Charles Waldstein,

the author of an international project

for unearthing the buried city, de-

livered a lecture January 3, 1905, in

his house in New York with the object

of' collecting the money necessary for

the work, which was then estimated at
1,000,000 lire annually, at least.

Before lecturing in Nejv York Mr.
Waldstein had visited Rome and
spoken on the matter with the king,

Signor Giolitti and Signer Orlando,

then minister of public instruction. He

had even obtained from Signor Orlando
a letter warmly commending the

project, hut in no way engaging his
responsibility. As soon as the idea
became known in Italy the. press raised
violent protests and Signor Orlando
was obliged to withdraw his moral

support from Mr. Waldstein.
Two years later an under secretary

of state for education declared In the
chamber of deputies that the Italian
government reserved to itself the fac-
ulty of making the necessary excava-
tions, and that a commission had been
appointed with this object and funds
supplied to the general direction of
fine arts and antiquities, tire direction

of which had just been placed under
Signor Corrado Ricci, a world re-

nowned writer on art.

Mr. Waldstein's Experience
Mr. Waldstein later published an ac-

count of his ill luck in Italy and
America in a book upon Herculaneum
which was much appreciated ("Her-

culaneum, Past, Present and Future,"

by Charles Waldstein, London; Mac-
millan & Co., 1908).

1 saw Signor Giacomo this morn-
ing at the excava-

tions on Mount
Palatino, where he
has just made some
lucky finds, which
led him to ask
humbly: "Am I
worthy of it?" He
declared to me that

he knew nothing of

any project of Mr.
J. Pierpont Morgan

in regard to the
question of exca-

vations at Hercu-
laneum?a question,

moreover, that has

i>een settled.
Slgnor Corrado

Ricci. general di-

rector of fine arts

and antiquities, re-
peated the same
thing to me. He
added, "The Italian

government will
never ? 1 repeat

never?give permis-

sion to any one

whatever to search
the soil of the

fatherland. We are
not Turkey: Even
though foreign gov-
ernments should
express the desire
to excavate in cer-
tain places to com-
plete their studies,
we should hasten
to undertake the
work ourselves, at

our own expense,
and to place the
material unearthed
at the disposal of
whoever wishes to
study it.

'This is what we
have just, done for

the grand duchy of
Baden, which de-

sired to know what

was hidden under
the soil jnf Locria,

in Crotona, in lias-

na Graecia. We ex-
pended 30,000 lire

to satisfy the wish.
That is what we did

also for the British
Lirchaelogical. school

in Rome, which de-

sired to complete
special researches
in the Forum of
Nerva.

"The Italian gov-

ernment," Signor

Corrado Ricci con-

tinue d, "already

spends from two to

three millions year-

ly in digging. %Tfre

excavations at Pom-
peii alone ~cost
200,000 Jire a year.

Th» government

will also Kerch the

soil of Hercula-
neum, but that is

not so simple an
undertaking as tlfe
uncovering of Pom-
peii, over which
vineyards and olive
groves have spread.

Above Herculaneum the city of Resina
is built and the expropriation of the
land there i.s not so easy as in the case"

of Pompeii. V'e have under considera-
tion a bill aealing with the proprietor-

ship of archaeological subsoils, which

will probably allow ue to excavate

Herculaneum by a series of under-
ground galleries without demolishing
the pretty little town which stands
smilingly above it. A commission has
bten appointed with this object. There
is no immediate call for the under-
taking except that due to our praise-

worthy furiosity. The world of science
can wait; It has yet to study at least
three-quarters of the objects found at
Pompeii and in the vicinity, and the
jewels of art which are hidden under
the lava are not perishing. On the
contrary, the frescoes uncovered at
Pompeii some 50 years a£o are spoiling
and falling into ruin under the action
of the air and damp."

}T is little wonder that the entire
world has been so deeply interested
in the excavations at iHerculaneum

and that archaelogists and historians

have treasured such
an ardor for the
completion of the
unearthing of the
ancient city for so

many years, for the
conditions of its
tragic engulfment

were such that it is

generally believe*,

these ruins more

than any others
will present a com-

plete picture of the
life of the times be-
fore the sepulture
of the city. The

more suddenly the

forces of nature did
their work of de-

struction the mon

perfect have been
found to be all the
details of'the build-
ings and their fur-

nishings when the

work of excavation
has been completed.

In the other cities
where great exca-

vations have been

made the destruc-
tion was more

gradual and great

havoc was wrought

before the final
sepulture took
place. Thus, al-
though some of the

other points at

which excavations have been made

were of greater importance in the an-
cient world than was Herculaneum, it
offers the most perfect opportunities

for beholding an ancient settlement as

it existed, with few important details
destroyed or disturbed.

Another point which contributes to"

the greater importance of Hercula-
neum as a field for archaeological in-
vestigation is that the suddenness of
the disaster from which it suffered
made it impossible for the inhabitants
to make an effort to save any of the

valuable articles of ttieir homes by at-

tempting to remove them to some dis-

tant place. In Pompeii, for instance,

there was ample time to remove many

of the most precious belongings of the
inhabitants. But in Herculaneum this
Mems to have been impossible, and the

valuable objects of the rich, households
v.-ere burled beneath the mass of liquid

mud ywhich inundated the city as se-
curely as if they had been locked in

impregnable vaults. This mud was an
extraordinarily successful preserving
fluid, to judge from the finds which
have been made, for instead of the
surface of objects having been burned
and charred by hot ashes, as was the
case at Pompeii, at Herculaneum the
objects discovered by the excavators
were many of them in wonderfully

perfect condition. Bronze, marble and
glass objects v/ere none of them
severely damaged, and manuscripts

were sufficiently preserved to make
possible their restoration to a degree

which is highly satisfactory to archae-
ologists and historians.

A Study of the Ruined Cities
That the modern world will be able to

obtain a better Illustration of Hellenic
culture as it was represented In a
Graeco-Roman town from the excava-
vations at Herculaneum than from

thdse at Pompeii is

the belief of many

\u25a0who have made a

comparative study

of the ruined cities,
they adduce this

.belief from the fact
that Herculaneum
is believed to have

been less of a com-
mercial settlement
than was Pom-
peii, and that Its
Inhabitants were
greatly more inter-
ested in the fine
arts and in all
that pertained to

the most advanced
thought and culture
of the times. The*
inhabitants of Pom-
peii, on the other
hand, are believed
to have been an ag-
gregation of mer-
chants very large-
ly, and as such they

were not partic-
«arly representa-

tive of the life
and thought of the
most highly culti-
vated people of the
times. One of the
reasons for this be-
lief in the different
characters the
two cities is the
discovery of such a
large number .of
manuscripts at Her-
culaneum. whereas
at Pompeii no man-
uscripts have been
discovered. Some
students of the ex-
cavations attribute
this fact to the
greater destruction
that took place at
Pompeii or to the
fact that so many

of the valuables
were removed, but
this point of view
is disputed by many
person*, who are of

the belief that no manuscripts ex-

isted in this city of merchants.
Herculaneum In the time of its pros-

perity occupied to Rome somewhat the
position which a suburban town of
wealth in the vicinity of a great city

fills today. Well to do citizens
Rome resorted thither for the
of their health, as its air was believed
to be particularly exhilarating. Rest

and quiet from the disturbing infleence
of the great center were found in the
luxurious villas which were situated
in and around Hercjlaneuro. There
seems to have been no industry in the
town except fishing, and the character
of the ruins suggests that, like such

a prosperous surburban retreat of to-
day, the settlement rejoiced in all that
wealth and care could afford of beauty

and convenience.
Agrlppina the elder, according to

Seneca, was the owner of one of the
most gorgeous of the villas in Hercu-
laneum, which, it is believed, was de-
stroyed by the emperor, Caligula, be-
cause his mother had once been im-
prisoned therein. Another splendid
vlLlaf was the Casa del Paplri. The
Nonii of Nucerla were also among the
aristocrats of the time who had villas
in the charming little town.

According to Professor Hughes,

"Herculaneum is buried not under lava,
rarely under natural cement, but gen-
erally under locally consolidated tuff
(tuff is the word most commonly used
when the ash is so far consolidated
as to break into lumps). Seeing that
we have, reason to believe that at least
as much ash has fallen since the first
century A. D. as fell in 79 A. D., the
first thing to do is to endeavor to dis-
tinguish between the successive, erup-

tions. If we could find at the bottom
of a layer of ash just enough pottery

or other relics to enable us to identify

them as belonging to the seventeenth
century or earlier, that line should be
traced with the greatest care. In this
way we might feel our way back into
the remote past and perhaps some-
where make out upon satisfactof-y evi-'w
dence how deep some part of Hercu->"
laneum was burled in the eruption of
79 A. D."

General View of the Excavations.

Bronze Bust of Sapho,

The House of.fl^o.

Panorama of the Ruini

Bust of Livia.

Mercury inRepose, Greek Stawe in erorae.
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WHILE western Canada shows a
large increase in crop acreage
and early reports indicated a

yield of 200,000,000 bushels of high

grade wheat, the unsettled weather
worked great damage to the farmer of
the west. Excessive and continuous
rains during the harvest season not
only delayed thrashing operations, but
reduced the quality of wheat, and in
some districts practically ruined the
crops.

Western Canada is (ace to face with
a serious condition. No .one doubts

that the congestion of the railroads in
moving the crop, when it is ready for
the market, will be*the greatest in the
history of the west. The harvest is
three weeks behind that of last yea/,
when conditions became so serious
that « large quantity of the grain was
diverted to American elevators.

The lack of sufficient elevator ca-
pacity in western Canada last year put
the railroad* on their mettle, and the
west is largely supplied with empty
tars ready to move the wheat as soon
as it is received. Many additions have
been made, rapping new grain growing
areas, .and had the harvest been early

the conditions would have been much
better. It is generally believed that
there will be considerable congestion
in moving the crop this year.

The province of Manitoba has per-
haps suffered more by reason of un-
toward weather conditions than either
of the other prairie provinces, but
both Saskatchewan and Alberta 4iave
had difficulty in their harvests. There
was. to begin with, a shortage of farm
lands, although it i.s estimated that
there were upward of 75;0(M) harvesters
taken Ln from eastern' Canadian points
and points In the I'nitod States along
the international boundary.
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AMERICAN made shoes are finding
a market in southern Russia.
Shoes of. American makes ob-

tained from Berlin have had a small
market, but one large retail shop in

the city of Baku recently placed an
order for 1,000 pairs of shoes with a
manufacturing concern in Boston. This
is about the first order for shoes for
Baku placed directly with manufac-
turers in the United States.

American made shoes will have to
compete in the Baku market with
"American shoes" made in Germany,
which follow closely the style * last
made in the United State** "American

shoe" is a style with the German shoe
manufacturer, and the shoe displayed
In the shops is accompanied by an
American flag, also of German man-
ufacture.

It is probable no attempt is made by
the German manufacturer to pass his
'"American shoe

,,
off as an American*

made shoe. There is noticeable, how-
ever, a frequent confusion of the
terms in the mind of the average re-
tailer and o greater confusion in the
mind of the ofcimate consumer. Shoes
of American s/hcjpes made in Russia
are also sold.

American sh&e manufacturers, it is
reported, will err in sending to this
market a passing style of shoe or a
style that has become obsolete in the

United States. German manufacturers
have combined to avoid the manufac-ture of "freak" shoes and meet eachseason to choose the styles to beplaced on the market. This action oftrie German manufacturers possibly
has something to do with the popular-
ity of their shoes with the retailerwho is not loaded up with a stock ofpassing styles that find no market.

The demand in Baku is for a light-
weight American made shoe for winterwear. At Baku, where" there is no
\u25a0now and little rein in the winter sea-son, the lightweight American madeShoe serves admirably. m tlie sum-mer light canvas and light kid shoes
of local or European manufacture
worn. ???

NO SYMBOLISM AT CITY HALL

SYMBOLISM, no matter how tender
and true, has no place in the
scheme of things down in the city

hall. When the marriage bureau was
first opened in the basement of Father
Knickbocker's town hall it was situ--
ated in a room with two windows open-
ing into the corridor, each one of the=»e
orifices being guarded by a wrought
iron grille, fashioned of real Cupids
arrows. They were the only grilles of
that pattern in the corridor, or build-
ing for that matter, and it seemed par-
ticularly appropriate that Father
Knickerbocker's legal approval of the
last link in the forging of Cupid's
bonds should pass under those arrows
oft the love god. But the marriage

bureau experts wanted another room
to work in and the arrow grilled one
was deserted. Xo one ever thought to
remove the grilles and us* them in
th« new bureau office, which shows
that symbolism has no place in the
city hall below the feet of the figure
of justice above the dome.
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