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JOHN D. SPRECKELS SELLS THE CALL TOM.H. de YOUNG
CAPS CHRONICLE'S SUCCESS
Deal Adds Prestige to Editor

For half a century The Call has been a contemporary and com-
petitor of The Chronicle.

It was a great newspaper when my brother, Charles, and I founded
The Chronicle in 1865.

Its march has been onward and upward in the journalistic field of
San Francisco, as has been that of all our morning newspapers.

I am grateful that the steady progress and prosperity of The
Chronicle have been so great that I am able to join The Call and
Chronicle into a Greater Chronicle. I pledge my unswerving and
unfaltering devotion to the interests of The Chronicle subscribers in
the future, the same as in the past, and welcome The Call readers into
The Chronicle family. M. H. de YOUNG.
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M. H. de Young, proprietor of The Chronicle, who has acquired |
The Call I

Purchase of Newspaper Another Triumph
For Noted Coast Journalist

Mr. M. .H. de Yonng, editor and
proprietor of the San Francisco Chron-
icle, aa announced in these columns,

baa purchased The San Francisco Morn-

ing Call. In accordance with Mr. de

Young's announcement. The Morning

Call will cease publication on August

11 and the Chronicle will take its place
as the oldest morning newspaper in
the city.

The entire mechanical plant of The

Morning Call, with Its office furniture
and fixtures, will be sold by Mr. de
Young, with the exception of several
of. the presses, which Mr. de Young

proposes to utiliae.
So will pass out of existence the old-

est morning newspaper In San Fran-
cisco, which has been a keen com-

petitor of the Chronicle.
The Call 1s nearly 57 years old. was

founded by a co-operative organization
of printers, has today under the own-
ership of Mr. John D. Spreckels a per-

fect newspaper plant with Associated
Press and other franchises, and, under
the management of Mr. W. W. Chapin,

has made a marked advance during the
la*t year.

With Mr. de Young the profession of
journalism has been a great life work,

of which, professionally, the acquisi-

tion of his closest '\u25a0 competitor and
senior in publication, is a crowning

accomplishment; since both the Chron-
icle and The Call have appealed to all
that Is best in public sentiment and
public spirit in the beloved city with
which both have so long been so thor-
oughly identified that the two news-

papers have become and are public in-

stitutions.
COMMANDING PLACE AS EDITOR

In the history of Journalism ln this
country Mr. M. H. de Young occupies

a commanding position. Although he
is still in the prime of life he is, with
Henry Watterson, and General H. G.
Otis of Ims Angeles, the last of the
great editors?of the men who created
their newspapers themselves and from

the least of beginnings have built up

great and powerful engines of publio

opinion which make and mold the char-

acter of communities and move and
sway the destinies of states.

Journalism of the strictly persona!

character reached its climax in the
decade of the American civil war, when
the names of Greeley of the Tribune,

'?ana of the Sun, Bennett of the Herald,

t

Raymond of the Times, the greatest
quartet of vigorous writing editors
ever assembled, included all there was
In American journalism of real re-
nown. These men dealt chiefly in lo-
cal and national politics and opinions

thereon, and ln .many ways dominated
the affairs of the nation.

Under their shadow there grew up
with increase of population of the
country a second and a larger group of
editors equally as able as the older
men, hut devoted to the upbuilding of
their home city and state. Among these
were Medlll of Chicago, Halstead of
Cincinnati, James E. Scripps of Detroit,
Rosewater of Omaha, Scott of Portland.
Otis of Dos Angeles and De Young of
San Francisco, the youngest of all and
as able as any. All of them achieved
not only great success at home, but a
national reputation abroad.
HALF CENTURY OF LABOR

Half a century is a very long time,
especially In the history of this new
west, yet it is today nearly half a
century, and when the gates of the
great international exposition, with
which his name is identified as vice
president, are thrown open, it will be a
full half century since the name of

M. H. de Young became identified with
the growth and upbuilding of this me-
tropolis.

During all this time his constant and
steady effort'has been directed fo the
material and intellectual upbuilding of
San Francisco and the state of Cali-
fornia.

Like all men of great force of char-
acter and constructive genius, exerted
over so great a period of time, Mr. de
Young has come into conflict with, and
opposition to many men, but he has
never had an enemy who would not be
forced to admit that whether seemingly
right or wrong at the time, the sum
total of Mr. de Young's labors with the
Chronicle has been a splendid help in
and contribution to the upbuilding of
this city and state.

There is no man now alive who has
been so conspicuous for so many years
in the continuous practice of his pro-
fession as Mr. de Young, not even Col-
onel Watterson, whose energies have
been more devoted to brilliant political
writing than to civic upbuilding.

To cite one illustration alone of Mr.
de Young's public interests, a visit to
the Golden Gate Park museum will

show to even the casual stranger how
large an Interest Mr. de Young takes in

those historical, artistic and literary

memorials of the past, which might be
assumed to be remote from the activi-
ties of so busy a publicist.

ACTIVE PUBLIC LIFE

In addition to his great career as a

builder of a great representative news-
paper, Mr. de Young's personal record
has been full of active publio service
which has not been sought, but has
been thrust upon him.

A lifelong, straight republican, he
was for eight years a member of the
republican national committee and its
vice chairman and has represented his
party in the national convention in
four presidential campaigns.

In recognition of his services high

office has been tendered to Mr. d>

Young, notably that of minister to
Spain under President Harrison, but he
has invariably declined office ln which
he could not serve this state.

There is hardly a man in the country

who has had a wider influence in those
great educative factors, national ex-
positions, than Mr. de Young. He was
vice president and member of the board
of control of the Columbian exposition,
president of the national committee to
the great Paris exposition of 1900, pres-
ident and director general of the mid-
winter exposition and director and \u25bctee
president of the Panama-Pacific Inter-
national exposition.

Mr. de Young has also been a director
of the Associated Press for 26 years.

But the sum total of Mr. de Young's
achievement is first found in the col-
umns of the San Francisco Chronicle,

which today stands, by the purchase of
The T'orning Call, as the most influen-
tial and powerful journal on the Pa-
cific coast.
LAUNCH "DRAMATIC CHRONICLE"

In the closing days of the civil war
two young men of San Francisco,
Charles and M. H. de Young, embarked
in a journalistic venture. On January
16, 1865, they published a sheet which
they called the Dramatic Chronicle. In
its four columns were embraced a tele-
graphic summary of the day** intelli-
gence, bits of local news, editorial and
some carefully selected reprint.

August 18, 1868, the prefix Dramatic
was dropped and San Francisco was
substituted.

The San Franelsoo Chronicle from
that time forward grew steadily in

FRANCHISES AND THE PLANT
ARE INCLUDED IN PURCHASE

M. H. de Young, proprietor of the San Francisco Chron-
icle, has purchased The San Francisco Call from John !>?
Spreckels.

The re of the two newspapers, which for 60 years

have been strong competitors, are to be combined by Mr.
de Young into a Greater Chronicle, and on September 1
The Call will cease publication.

In all the history of journalism, with Its constant growth

and recurrent changes, there are but few instances on

record of one great metropolitan dally newspaper overcom-
ing a strong rival and absorbing the circulation of the
latter with its own through the medium of purchase.

The announcement of this consolidation, made this morn-
ing in the Chronicle and The Call, Is also being carried by

the Associated Press to papers throughout the country.

The announcement writes a new page ln newspaper his-
tory and will be read with interest ln every part of th«
United States, for the San Francisco Chronicle and The San
Francisco Call are known in all parts of the nation.

To San Francisco Mr. de Young's purchase of The Call
means a decided advance in Journalistic progress, for by

the absorption of The Call San Francisco becomes a city

with but two morning papers and the consequent advan-
tages that this brings to both readers and advertisers. With
its increased news service and facilities resulting from the
merger the Greater Chronicle will be ln a position to offer
its readers more and better news, while It will offer to
advertisers a circulation that may be reached through one
medium, where two were required heretofore.

memory of newspaper history. Its magnificent color press

will be taken down immediately and reassembled In the
Chronlole pressroom. The remainder of The Call's mechan-
ical equipment will be sold, however, as the new plant
installed by the Chronicle after the fire Is of the most

modern and complete sort, making the addition of further
mechanical equipment unnecessary.

All the circulation and mailing lists of The Call, together

with the news franchises, will be taken over by the Chron-
icle, thus giving It a new and greater scope of power and
usefulness and inaugurating a new era ln its career.

In a statement given by Mr. de Young for publication

this morning- he welcomes the friends and readers of The
Call into the "Chronicle" family, and pledges them his full
devotion in the future publication of the "Chronicle."

The purchase of The Call by the Chronicle comes after
half a century of energetic rivalry between tbe two journals,

and the announcement of the purchase at this time will
come as a surprise to those who have noted the marked
progress and advancement made by The Call during the last
year under the management of W. W. Chapin.

The negotiations for the sale of The Call by Mr. Spreckels
to Mr. de Young were carried out and brought to comple-

tion by F. W. Kellogg of Pasadena, who is one of the best
known publishers in the United States. Mr. Kellogg is one
of the owners of the Omaha Dally News, the St. Paul Daily

News and the Minneapolis Dally News. He is a publisher
of 25 years' experlenoe, having begun his career as a news-
paper man on the Detroit Evening News. He was for
several years active in the management of the Scripps-

Moßae league and established a big chain of newspapers
in the middle west in the years following 1699.

On the morning of Sunday, August 31. the last Issue of
The Call will appear, and the paper will become but a

SIXTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE
Paper Fought People's Fight

In announcing the sale of The San Francisco Morning Call to
Mr. M. H. de Young and the transfer to him of all its property and
good will I desire to extend my heartfelt thanks to the loyal employes
of The Call for their faithful and efficient service, also to express to
The Call subscribers and advertisers my keen appreciation of their
support.

To Mr. de Young, an experienced newspaper publisher and one of
California's foremost citizens, I extend my hearty best wishes and con-
gratulations on the consolidation of two great morning newspapers.

JOHN. D. SPRECKELS.

John D. Spreckels, proprietor of The Call for 16 years, who
has sold it.

Journal Reflected Personality and Rugged
Citizenship of Retiring Owner

GEORGE A. VAN SMITH

For 16 years The Call has steadfastly.

Sturdily served the people of California.
That service has reflected the person-

ality, the rugged citizenship of The
Call's owner. Mr. John D. Spreckels.

Never has it been perverted to the ex-
ploitation of that personality or the

advancement of private interest at the

expense of the public welfare.

To the purposeful, flehtinp policies of

John D. Spreckels.. vitalized by his own-
ership of The Call, tlie people of Cali-
fornia are indebted for the political and
governmental accomplishments of two

decades.
The Call became the property of the

late Claus Spreckels January 1. IfSS.
It was purchased by Mr. Spreckels at

auction sale after the death of Dorlng

Pickering, which forced the dissolution
of the Pickering-George K. Fitch inter-

ests holding The Call and the Bulletin.
BRINGS FIGHTIXG QU ALITIES

Mr. Spreckels was represented at that
sale by Charles M. Shortridge, who

managed the property for Mr. Spreckels

until August 13, 1897, when Mr. John

D. Spreckels acquired it from his father.

To The Call Mr. Spreckels brought an

intense personal interest and the fight-

ing qualities that had made him the
dominant factor in the so called "milk
and suga«r" convention, in which he

freed San Francisco from the control
of Bosses Hlgglns and Gannon.

To the men and women employed by

The Call Mr. Spreokels' declaration of
his newspaper policies was characteris-
tically terse ?direct. He told them he

wanted to make a newspaper that

should be fair to all men, broad and
decent. He told them that truth meant

more to him and to the people The Call
must serve than the exclusive story

that could not be verified.
BANISHES "YELLOW THEORY

Once for all he banished from The

Call office the yellow newspaper theory

thai "one good story deserves another."

For 16 years the employes of The Call
have been able to boast that no edition

of this newspaper was unfit to fall into

the hands of a child; unfit for admis-
sion to any home.

For nearly 10 years after its acqui-

sition Mr. Spreckels gave a large

measure of his personal attention to

the management of The Call. He was

interested in the paper as such and
in its potentialities for public advan-
tage.

The intimacy of his knowledge of

tfco Internal workings of his newspaper

properjty was evidenced when the
stereotypers went on strike.

Mr. Spreckels took oft his coat, went

Into the stereotyping room, and for a
week, with the assistance of only one
apprentice boy. made the plates which
enabled The Call to give its patron 3
an unbroken service.

OPPOSES MACHINE POLITICS
He not only made the plates to the

amazement of th« strikers aid his
other employes, but he diversified his
mechanical labors with occasional fisti-
cuffs with the striking workmen who
endeavored to seduce his apprentice
boy helper.

From the beginning of his owner-
ship of The Call Mr. Spreckels im-
pressed upon it his fighting aversion
to machine politics and boss govern-
ment.

Before he owned The Call Mr. Spreck-
els had been forced to fight Bosses
Miggins and Gannon without an agency
of .appeal to public sentiment. Ha
fought them not for himself, nor for
the political advantage of his friend?,

but for the people of San Francisco.
He fought them with their own wea-
pons. The people knew little of their
champion or his fight until it had been
won for them.

With the acquisition of The Call Mr.
Spreckels was enabled to adopt new
fighting methods. Bosses Orimmtns and
Kelly were in control of the affairs of

San Francisco.
BEATS THEM IX OPEX

With The Call Mr. Spreckels fought

them bitterly, relentlessly; fought

them as he has fought every fight for
the people with The Call. He fought

them in the open. He beat them.
He fought Burns, the republican or-

ganization candidate for the United
States senate, and beat him. He fought

Governor Henry T. Gage; crying no
quarter until he had driven one of th« 3
most adroit and resourceful of Cali-
fornia's politicians out of the public
life of the state.

To Mr. Spreckele and The Call the
people of California are indebted for
the direct primary law, which Insures
them the enjoyment of their right to
self-government. To Mr. Spreckels and

The Call the people of California owe

the wrecking of the so called Herrin
machine, which dominated the repub-

lican party and the government of thia
atate for many years.

Mr* Spreckels through The Call liter-
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Highest Temperature \ esieraay. m. Lowe*! neases,
dftj Sight, 56. For Details of the Weather See Page 8.

FLOW OF GOLD
The gold brought to the mint in
San ( Francisco in July was
valued at $5,554,751.00.

History Making Event

M. H. de Young Buys
The San Francisco Call

The Oldest Morning Newspaper in San Francisco

Including all its circulation, mailing list, presses, machinery,
franchises, good will and property of every description,

And the Morning Call WillBe Consolidated
With the San Francisco Chronicle

On September Ist. The last issue of The Morning Call will oc-
cur on August 31st, 'and commencing on September Ist there
will be only two morning papers published in San Francisco
and only two Sunday newspapers.

THE CALL'S FINE COLOR PRESS will immediately be
taken down and moved to the Chronicle pressroom, and the bulk
of the other machinery willbe sold, as the Chronicle does not
need the same in its present magnificently equipped newspaper
establishment.

The Chronicle-Call Consolidation
Means in Circulation:

Sworn NET PAID Circulation of the Morning Chronicle 66,087
Sworn NET PAID Circulation of The Morning Call . 54,290

TOTAL 120,377
The steady gains of the Chronicle in advertising and prestige have made it
possible for it to buy one of its morning: contemporaries and absorb it.
The Chronicle will make every effort to give as much satisfaction to the pres-
ent readers of The Call as it gives to the present subscribers of the Chronicle,

and maintain its position as /

The Most Powerful Newspaper on the Pacific Coast
First in Character First in Influence

First in Advertising Value
»

The Chronicle willbe delivered to allCall Subscriber* beginning Monday morn-
ing. Any Call subscribers not receiving the Chronicle willplease notify the
Chronicle Circulation Department by telephoning Kearny 1041, orby postal card

LEATHER FORECAST:
Fair in morning, fog iv afternoon; west win**,

COUNTY
EDITION


