
WEALTHY WOMAN
ALLEGES LAWYER

TRIEDEXTORTION
Miss Elizabeth Hall Files

Suit to Cancel Contract
Which She Signed to

Pay $8,500

ADMITS SHE WROTE
INDISCREET LETTER

Trouble Arose Out of Aunt's
Opposition to Nephew's

Marriage

Charging that an indiscreet letter she
had written her nephew was being held
to extort from her $8,500, Miss Eliza-
beth Hall has directed her counsel, John
L. McNab, former United States attor-
ney, to contest the action in court.

Miss Hall charges - that she was in-
timidated into signing a contract to
pay to Howard Harron $8,500.

Her nephew, Frank E. Hall, a chauf-
feur of Oakland, had married a young

Portuguese woman and she opposed the
union. In a letter to her nephew, which
fell into the hands of the young wife,
she expressed her dissatisfaction and
advised that the coming of a child was
most unfortunate.

R. B. Mott, a real estate operator of
Oakland, turned this letter over to the
young Mrs. Hall and later Introduced
her to Howard Harron, an attorney,
who brought a maintenance suit after
the child was born and the couple sep-
arated. *

SLIT IS DISMISSED

The maintenance suit was dismissed
by Judge R. B. Tappan in Oakland on
Monday and in the arguments before
court Harron was scored by Prosecutor
E. W. Decoto. This verbal scrimmage
brought to light the story of the suit
brought by Mrs. Frank Hall against
the aunt of her husband for alienation
of affections and conferences between
Marshal B. Woodworth and Harron led
to the signing of a contract to pay
$8,600 In settlement

After the signing of the contract Miss
Hall went to Cloverdale, where she has
laYge land interests, and raised $5,000.
Sne told Marshal "Woodworth that he
might collect this amount from the
Humboldt Savings bank. The check
was never deposited, however, and
when Woodworth went to the bank
there was no account to draw on.

Later, Miss Hall went to Modesto to
arrange for the additional $3,500, and.
in explaining to relatives the reason
for her needing the money immediately,

she told the story of the intercepted
letter and the contract. She was ad-
\*lsed to consult with another attorney,
md visited John L. McNab.

McNab promptly advised that she
rescind the contract and refuse to pay.
In a letter addressed to Woodworth,
who first represented Miss Hall, he de-
clared that the contract was "wholly
void because of undue Influence."
CONFLICTING STATEMENTS

Attorney Harron said yesterday that
he is ignorant of the whereabouts of
Miss Hall and has been unable to serve
her with notice of suit He said that
It was clearly a case of alienation of
affections and that the aunt was the
cause of the separation of Hall and
his wife.

McNab says that he will ask today to
have the suit placed on the general
file and then move for a change of1
venue to Sonoma county, where Miss
Hall lives. He will contest the suit,

I c said, on the grounds of duress
md fraud.

Marshal Woodworth, on the other
hand, declares that when Miss Hall
came to him seeking advice, he coun-
i ? i that he could defeat the action
snd that no criminal proceedings could
be taken against her. It was the wish
of his client, however, Woodworth
says, to avoid any kind of action, be-

ise of the puhficlty that It might
involve When the proposition was
made, therefore, that a settlement be
rrade by payment of *5,500, he agreed
to let his client accept the terms.

Harron says talk of duress is all non-
sense, that the letter, which he still
holds as exhibit A. is proof of the
charge of alienation of affection, and
that the settlement was entered into
freely and willinglyby the defendant.

MASKED BANDITS HOLD
LP SOO-SPOKANE TRAIN

Cast Passenger Looted by Bold Thugs

In the City of Portland?Tramp

Is .Shot
PORTLAND, Aug. 19.?Masked high-

waymen held up the Soo-Spokane fast
passenger train on the Oregon-Wash-
ington Railroad and Navigation line as
it was passing under the East Twelfth
street bridge In Sullivan gulch at 9:15
tonight, going through the coaches,
forcing the passengers to give up their
valuables and firing more than a score
of shots to compel the trainmen to com-
ply with their demands.

Joe Barron, a tramp who was riding
on top of one of the Pullman cars, was
shot and badly wounded. The men. who
were four or five In number, escaped,
but are pursued by city and county au-
thorities and a squad of special agents
in the employ of the railroad.

The scene of the hold up Is within a
naif mile of part of the downtown sec-
tion and In the heart of one of the
thickly settled resident sections.

ALLEGED ASSAILANT OF
LIGHT TRIMMERS JAILED

Charles C Smith Brought Bnek From
Point Pedro Held on Charge of As-

sault to Commit Murder
Charles C. Smith was returned from

Point Pedro late last night and booked
at the city Jail on a charge of assault
to commit murder.

Last Thursday night Louis Trost and
Charles Romer, two electric light
trimmers, were assaulted In the Mls-
Mon road by a gang of eight or nine
men and badly beaten up. It is charged
against Smith that he is one of the
men who committed the assault.

The officers heard yesterday that
Smith was hiding at the house of his
brother in law at Point Pedro. They

hurried there with a posse under the
command of Sheriff Mansfield of San
Mateo county. They were met with a
threat of death If they tried to enter.

A search revealed Smith hidden In a
chicken house.

NOTHING DOING IN ALBANY
ALBANY, N. V.. Aug. 19.?Expecta-

tion that the reconvening of the legis-
lature today would be productive of
spectacular developments in the gov-
ernorship situation failed of realiza-
tion. . Rumors that acting Governor
Glynn would submit a message bearing
in some way upon his official status
drew large crowds to the capitol, but
few members appeared. The senate
transacted no business, both houses ad-
journing until tomorrow

RAILROAD RUN BY WOMAN
Divides Time With Social Duties

Mrs. Meta Erickson, Head of Amador central,
Opens Offices in This City

As quietly as she would go to an

afternoon tea or card party and with-
out any flurry whatever, Mrs. Meta J.
Erickson, the only woman railroad
president in the world, opened her
office in the Balboa building yesterday
for the first time. From now on Mrs.
Erickson, elected chief executive of
the Amador Central railroad two
months ago, will be at her desk in
room 707 certain hours every day.

Mrs. Erickson recently returned to
her Oakland home on the edge of Lake
Merrltt from her vacation, and yester-
day assumed the duties that come to
her as president of the line running

between lone and Martell in Amador
county.

The first question she considered was
with reference to certain improve-

ments that are to be made as a result
of an increase of business. This mat-

ter was taken up with General Super-

intendent M<Pherson. who came from
Martell to consult Mrs. Erickson dur-
ing the first few hours at her brand
new desk.

"I shall be in my office every day,"
Mrs. Erickson said yesterday, "but I
plan to leave quite early in the after-
noon. Because I am at the head of a
railroad does not mean that I am to
neglect my social affairs and home life.
I shall never do that."

Mrs. Erickson's office has a large
roller top rT. sk. a table for the direct-
ors to gather about and all that.
There are no fancy frills or embellish-
ments ?It's purely a railroad presi-
dent's office from beginning to end

Mrs. Meta J.
Brickson,

the only railroad
president in the
world who will
divide her time

between discussing
rates and equip-
ment and social

duties in Oakland.

AUGUST 17 MEMORABLE
FOR SOLANO COUNTY

In Three Ways It Becomes
Historic Date in Develop-

ment of Project

August 17 Is likely to become So-

lano's fourth of July.

In three ways it becomes the historic
date In the project's new development.

On August 17. 1912, A. J. Rich and
A. C. Blumenthal happened to be the

hosts on a "duck shooting" trip in So-
lano county of some of the men who

later became the backers of the big

enterprise. On that day they agreed to
buy the first ranch of 6,000 acres.

Since then 363 ranches have been
bought, 1,600,000 yards of dirt moved
In canal construction, the lands have

been supplied with water and subdi-
vided for sale to settlers.

On August 17 of this year Sols.no
City was opened and on that day the
Oakland and Antioch ran Its first ex-
cursion train across the straits. Also
on August 17 Solano Farms sales
passed the $1,000,000 mark.

August 17 is also the birthday of
A. J. Rich. On Monday night a few
of his associates celebrated the anni-
versary with a surprise party at his
home. The table was laid out ac a
map of the farms. The decorations
were all products of the farms?oorn,
cabbages, alfalfa and the like, grown
under Irrigation.

The guests were Dsvld Rich. A. J.
Rich Jr., Dr. E. C. Ernst. Charles de
Young, F. W. Kellogg, Thornwell Mul-
lally. A. C Blumenthal. J. B. Farrish,
Dr. James D. Murphy and A. J. Rich.

AGED GRASS VALLEY
MINER SHOOTS TO KILL

Robert Johnson Slain by William Doyle

After Hunrreli Self-Defease
Is Plea

GRABS VALLEY, Aug. 19.?William
Doyle, an aged miner, shot and killed
Robert Johnson this morning at
Doyle's cabin on the Yuba river. The
shooting, according to Doyle, was the
result of repeated indignities he had
suffered at the hands of the younger
man. He had complained to the au-
thorities' yesterday that Johnson was
bothering him. and he says Johnson at-
tacked him upon his return from Grass
Valley this morning. ,

FREE SUGAR IN 1916 WINS

Democrats Vote Daws Bristow, Morris
and Gnlllnger Amendments

WASHINGTON. Aug. 19.? President
Wilson's program for free sugar in
1916 carried tbe day in the senate to-
day when democrats rallied to tbe sup-
port of the tariff bill and defeated all
amendments to the sugar schedule.
With all but Senators Ransdell and
Thornton of Louisiana standing firmly
for the administration, the democrats
defeated the Bristow amendment for a
compromise duty, the Norris amend-
ment against free sugar and the Gal-
linger amendment against free .maple
sugar.

JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA
CLOSES ITS SESSIONS

"Are the Jews a Race?"
Among Subjects Discussed

at Last Meeting

The third western assembly of the
Jewish Chautauqua society closed last
night after a five flay session.

Rabbi B. Kaplan presided at the
meeting yesterday afternoon in the

Emanu-El Sunday school building, and
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise in the evening.

"The Messianic Idea In Jewish His-
tory" wag discussed by Michael Gabriel
Solomon of Los Angeles In the after-
noon, and the subject of "National Or-
ganizations of Jews" by Edgar Magnin.
Edgar Levey. Philip Ehrlich, Fred
Shipper, Louis Goodman and Felix
Schreiber.

At the evening meeting Dr. Arthur
Fisher spoke on "Sanitation According
to Ancient Jewish Law and Modern
Parallels"; Mrs. E. M. Ma reuse on
"Status of Women In Jewish Religious
Life"; Dr. A. L. Kroeber on "Are the
Jews a Race?" and Miss Jeannette
Miriam Goldberg on "Chautauqua
Methods."

Rabbi Martin A. Meyer, chairman of
the Chautauqua, made the closing ad-
dress.

GEO. H. BIXBY SUED BY
THREE ACCUSING GIRLS

Millionaire, Indicted for Contributing

to Delinquency of Young Women,
? Most Answer la Civil Courts

LOS ANGELES. Aug. 19.?George H.
Blxby, the Long Beach millionaire, in-
dicted by the county grand Jury sev-
eral months ago on charges of having
contributed to the delinquency of Irene
Marie Brown-Leevy and Helen Cleo
Barker, minors, was today made the
defendant In three damage suits, each
Involving $00,000 and each brought by
a girl. The two girls mentioned and
Jeannette Kills were the plaintfcTs.
They asked damages on the ground
that Bixby had committed "high crimes
and misdemeanors" toward them.

EXPERIMENT IN PARACHUTE
Airman Descends From Machine Which

He Abandons la Flight

PARIS, Aug. 19.?Aviator Pegoud to-
day carried out a sensational experi-
ment In the use of the parachute in
descending from an aeroplane in
flight. Rising to a height of 900 feet
Pegoud pulled the string attached to a
parachute folded on the aeroplane. The
device Immediately opened and filled,
lifting the aviator from his seat end
letting him slowly but safely down to
the earth while the drlverless aero-
plane fell and was smashed to bits.

S3LKHORN, la.. Ang. 10_Vels Chris -tensen. a wealthy Danish farmer living
near here, was killed and his daughter,
aged 18. was dangerously Injured when
their automobile swerved as it was be-
ing driven upon a high bridge, plunged
20 feet down an Incline and was partly
buried in the water and mud of a creek
last night. Mr. Chris tensen was crushed
by the steering wheel.

LABOR OFFICIALS
PROTEST AGAINST

SALOON CLOSING
Elimination From Residen-

tial Districts Declared to
Be Legislation Directed

at Working Men

FAVOR REGULATION;
NOT ELIMINATION

If Ordinance Passes, 2,100

Men Will Be Thrown
Out of Work

OAKLAND,Aug. 19.?Protests against

the proposed closing of saloons In the

residential districts and the reduction
of these places frcHn 397 to 200 were

made at this morning's session of the
city council by E. H. Hart, vice presi-

dent of the California State Federation
of Labor; R. E. Kayser, president of
the Central Labor council of Alameda
county, and W. E. Castro, representa-

tive of the Teamsters' union.

"The elimination of the saloons from
the residence districts Is legislation

against the laboring man," said Hart
"The closing of nearly 200 saloons will
directly affect the welfare of 2,100 per-
sons who are dependent upon employ-
ment in these places for their liveli-
hood. We have enough men walking

the streets now looking for work. We
are In favor of stricter regulations, but
do not indorse the closing of the exist-
ing saloons."

"You are addressing the w,rong
body," interrupted Mayor Mott. "You
should speak to the members of the
new Law and Order league, and to the
various women's organizations." .

"We do not feel that these organi-
zations are the law making bodies of
the city, and we want to speak directly
to the law makers," replied Hart.

Kayser told the council that he rep»
resented 22,000 labor men in this city

who had voiced their opposition to the
proposed elimination of half the sa-
loons in the city.

The labor committee agreed to ad-
dress the reform organizations.

HAWAIIAN LEGISLATOR
WILL WED OAKLAND GIRL

Sumner S. Paxton and Mine Esther
Kelley Fix Date of L'nlon for

Next Saturday

OAKLAND. Aug. 19.?The marriage
of Sumner 8. Paxton. member of the
Hawaiian house of representatives, and
Miss Esther Kelley, daughter of Mrs.
Susan E. Kelley. 638 Twenty-eighth

street, will be solemnized Saturday, as
the culmination of a romance which
began when the bride to be made a
vacation trip to the islands. The wed-
ding will be held in the Plymouth Con-
gregational church Saturday evening,

with Rev. Benjamin Gould officiating.

The bride and groom will sail Septem-

ber 1 for Honolulu, where they will
make their home.

LOCAL BREVITIES
Leslie E. Burke, secretary of the San

Francisco Real Estate Board, left last
night for Sacramento to appear before
the board, of supervisors as special
commissioner for the land show.

Thomas A. Brown was elected chair-
man and F. F. Sweeney secretary of
the committee on nominations and In-
dorsements of the regular republican
county committee at an organization
meeting held last night in the Hewes
building.

Thomas Mm Miller hns been ehosea
president of the Pacific Coast Casualty
company to nil the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Edmond F. Green
whoso sudden departure for PortlSnd
under peculiar circumstances was the
cause of much publicity.

"Japsnew Art and C ulture ta Rela-
tion to Photographic Methods" will be
the subject of an address by President
Henry J. Bowie of the Japan Society

of America before the California Cam-
era club this evening in Its rooms In
the Commercial building.

Three mea and a woman, supposed

to be part of a regular petty larceny
gang, entered Magnin's store yester-
day afternoon and, after looking over
some purses, grabbed two gold mesh
purses and ran. Later two men and
a woman 'entered Hilson's, at Geary
and Powell and snatched a $12 waist.

A special course on "The Law of
Public Service Companies" Is to be
Included in the evening law college of
the Y. M. C. A. for the coming semes-
ter. This will be given by Allan J.
Matthew, counsel for the Western Pa-
cific, assisted by John M. Eshelman
and Max Thelen of the California rail-
road commission.

Tho Chamber of Commerce has peti-
tioned the government to change the
transport route to the orient on the
ground that the Island of Guam is
threatened with isolation, being now
practically without means of communi-
cation with the coast and dependent
upon the Irregular service of Japanese
schooners for transportation of its
products to market.

Mr*.Mary Redfleld, 87 years old, mother
of the secretary of commerce, W. C.
Redfleld. died at her home In Pitts-
field, Mass., yesterday. For the last
nine years she had been an Invalid.
Secretary Redfleld waa notified at Seal
Harbor, Me.

BANK GREW SUSPICIOUS;
2 CHECK PASSERS HELD

Man Starts Two Accounts
With Checks and Then

Writes One Himself

Two men picked out the Savings

Union and Mission banks as easy marks
for an alleged check passing game yes-

terday and made it work for several
hours, but the bank officials finally be-
came suspicious and sent out Police
Commissioner Jesse Cook, who followed
up the men and had detectives place
them in detinue.

Charles W. Merrick, alias Frank O.
Acton, started a savings account at
the Savings Union with a $160 check
on the Mission bank signed by Roy M.
London. Later Merrick appeared with
a $366 check made out In favor of
Frank G. Acton, saying he wished to
open a checking account. It has since
developed, according to the detectives,
ttiat Merrick and Acton were the same
person.

Still later R. M. Brown tried to cash
a $25 Mission bank check signed by
Merrick, but the bank officials became
suspicious. The Mission bank vouch-
safed the information that none of
these men had any accounts at that
institution, and Police Commissioner
Cook was then called in. He followed
Brown down the street and saw him
meet Merrick, apparently for the pur-
pose of comparing notes. Detectives
were then called, in.

LINEMAN MEETS DEATH
WHILE WORKING ON WIRE

M. J. Higgins Receives 40,-
--000 Volts and Dies on

Way to Hospital

BERKELEY, Aug. 19.?M. J. Hlggine.

51 years of age, employed as a line-
man by the city in the Installation of a
new police and fire alarm system, was
electrocuted this afternoon, when he
came in contact with a high tension
wire while working on a pole at Vir-
ginia street and Scenic avenue.

Forty thousand volts passed through

his body and he fell 30 feet to the
ground. He died while being removed
to the Roosevelt hospital.

Higgins was unmarried and lived in
the home of J. Steele at 1714 California
street. He is not known to have rela-
tives here. An Inquest will be held to-
morrow morning.

OMAHA, Neb., Ang. IS.?By the deris-
ive vote of 7,050 to 4,127, the voters of
Omaha today declined to enter Into a
contract with tbe local gas company
for an extension of the latter's fran-
chise to 1938.

TEACHERS WARNED
OF COMPETITION

Appointment Secretary of
University Tells Students to

Thoroughly Qualify

BERKELEY, Aug. 19.?Mra. May L
Cheney, appointment secretary in the
University of California, has advised
students who are preparing to become

teachers to qualify themselves in the
Various branches for which there is a
demand throughout the state, so that
they may compete with eastern instruc-
tors who are coming to California. In
a statement she said:

"Since California has been advertised
as paying the highest salaries to teach-
ers of any of the 48 states, so many
easterners are coming Acre that those
studying for the profession should pre-
pare themselves for the competition.
Those who will be ready to enter teach-
ing in 1914 and 1915 should be espe-
cially warned, as the National Educa-
tional association will meet In Oakland
in 1915, and teachers from all over the
country will undoubtedly be looking
for places here." v

Mrs. Cheney gave a list of the calls
that have come into the office of the
appointment secretary during the last
few months; There were 80 calls for
teachers of English, with other sub-
jects, modern and other languages.

ELECTRIC TRAIN HITS
AUTO; OCCUPANTS HURT

Narrow Escape by Four Per-
sons in Collision in Berke-

ley Last Night

BERKELEY, Aug. 19.?Their auto-
mobile struck by a Southern Pacific
electric train and entirely wrecked,
two men and two women had a nar-
row escape from death here at 9 o'clock
tonight.

J. Crocker and wife of 2030 Twenty-

sixth street, Sacramento, and C. F.
Smith and wife of 1811 Ward street.
Berkeley, were in the machine, which
was proceeding west on Allston way.
They tried to cross the railroad tracks
at Seventh avenue ahead of the elec-
tric train, but were caught.

The two women were thrown to the
pavement and sustained bruises and
lacerations, none of them serious.

LATE SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE
SAILED

Toesdsy. Augost in.

" 1 p. tn.. stmr City of Toprtia, Harris, Eureka.
ISLAND POSTS'

IjnNOLri.r?s..ill«M Auk. I£>. 6 p. tn.?Stmr
Honoliiian, for San Frtn<*l«co.

FOREIGN PORTS
VICTORIA?Arrired An*. Br stmr Em-

nwj
,

f furiin. Tram Yokohama.

LANE IS TO DINE
WITHOUT WOMEN

Femininity Attends Out o£
Curiosity, Argues Enter-

tainment Committee I

The question of whether women shall
attend the banquet to be tendered Sec-
retary of the Interior Franklin K. Lane)

took on the form of a debate at a
meeting of Mayor Rolph's reception
committee last night without a decision
being reached as to who shall attend,

or when or where the affair will be
given.

Edgar Painter, secretary of the North.
Central Improvement association, said
women attended public dinners out of
idle But Dr. E. R. Taylor,
former mayor, didn't think so. Ho
talked long and enthusiastically in

favor of having women at the Lane

banquet, saying their presence added
materially to affairs of this kind. Doc-
tor Taylor asserted that he was sure
Mayor Rolph had the interests of the
women at heart when he appointed the
reception committee, 60 strong.

The woman question became so in-
volved that for nearly two hours tho
committeemen were talking pro and
con, those In favor of the women being
among the guests being somewhat in

tlie majority. Doctor Taylor had on
his side of the debate Arthur H. Ba-
rendt, president of the board of health;

Isldor Jacobs, president of the Califor-
nia Fruit Canners' association; Super-

visor Henry Payot and Raphael Weill
and a few others.

Painter was backed up In his argu-
ments in the negative by Supervisor

Cuido Cagllerl, L H. Mooser and ono
or two other committeemen, who tried
to get a few words In edgewise.

When the discussion was at its
height Supervisor C. A. Murdock
stepped in. intending to act as an inter-
mediary, offering a suggestion that
upon the same night the banquet waa
given to the secretary the women of
the city might have Mrs. Lane as their
guest at another banquet.

But that idea didn't take very well,

and then Seth Mann moved that tha |
question go over. It was so ordered.

The committee will meet again Sat-
urday night.

Supervisor A. T. Vogelsang, chair-
man, presided, and Mayor Rolph said a
few words and then hurried away to
talk on the bond Issue.

Five subcommittees, to be named
later, were appointed?finance, invita-
tion, banquet, reception and publicity.

FOR CONTRACT
German Firm Arranges to Pay to*Rail-

road Franchise
PEKING, China, Aug. It.?The Ger-

man firm of Carlowlts & Co.. agents for
the Krupp company in Hongkong, has
arranged to give the governor of Tun-
nan province the sum of $15,000,000 in
exchange for rights to construct a rail-
road from Yunnan Fu eastward to Po-
seh. a town on the West river.

3THE SAN' FRANCISCO CALL, WETOHESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1913.

A recent scientific discovery
of inestimable value. It is
perfectly pasteurized milk,
fermented or "cultured"
with the Bulgarian bacillus
discovered by the Pas-
teur Institute of Paris. It to a
friendly organism which destroys
disease bacteria of the digestive
tract; especially certain germs
which tend to harden the lower
intestines, causing the symptoms
of old age and decay and bringing
early death.

Itprolongs youth and life.
At the same time it is a delightful
Beverage and an easily digestible,
nourishing food.

Delivered aajrwhers: pint. 10c, H pint. 6c
Also st soda fountains, ban and rastauraata.

Dairy DeHrcry Co.~BsfßtOr any a*aw hraaah atwaa.

Distinctive
Another abused Avord
bul when you drink,
Wieland s Ue home
DQer?brewed and
boiled in San nancisco?

? youl say AfelancTs
is oisimctive ??
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