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PREGOS CASE BEFORE THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION.

WasmxgroN, February 21.—The Electoral Com-
misglon met at 1 o'clock, all the members present,
The President luid the papéra recelved from the
two houses belore the Commission, npd on motion
ef Mr. Abbott they were ordered printed,. The pa-
purs were then reqad by the Secorelary.

Judge Clifford asked who appeared as olijectors
on the two #udes.  Seuntor Kelly annopnesd thnt
himself and Mr, Jenks would appear ns objectors
to Certificatra No, 1, and Senator Bargent an-
nouneed that Sepator Mitehell and Mr. Lawrence
would appenr ns objectors 1o Certifieate No, 24

Kelly asked an order fur the prodoetion of
ymmfe s ton and resignation of Watts from the
offlee Depuriment, and aso that Senator

Mitehell nnd Mr. Wattz might e subpenncd as wit-
nesses  Judse Chfford asked 17 the wilpesses were
within reach,

Menntor Miichell said they wera both in the rootn.
The oriders in b
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to nliow bLim Lo DI« re tho necessary bouks, &¢.
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b rases were granted, uod ot the |

was agreed to, and the Commisslon therenpon ad-
Journed until 7:90 P.M.

The Commission reassémbled 1o the Beunate
Chamber at 7:30 P.M.

Mr, Merrick anunooneed ihat Judee Hoadly and
himsell would appesr for the Democratie side.

Mr. Evarta mir.ludne Stanley Matthows and
nimeelf would appear for the Republican sde.

JUDGE HOADLY'E ALDRESS,

Judge Hoadiy then addressed the Commission,
He clniied that the principles eontrolling thas
case hns been already deeclded in the enses of
Florida and Louisiana. Ouly such documents and
| papers as, il offorod alivnde, would be eompetent
1o be recaived, aud may be considered when found
within the envelopes sent to the President of the
Senuate, and tho decision of the Eotorning Board,
aoted npon by the Governor of the State, ate tlnal
and conelnsive,

Judge Hoadly said:
Brate of Oregon, throogh
spoken, and  the result of that  speech 18
bere i the  coertificates given to Cromin,
Oaell and Cartwright, They are the only lesitl-
mate and lnwTnl evidence of the act of Oregon in
Lthis matier. Tsobmic that a certificate or st slgn-
ed by the Governor or the Seerclary ol =tate
of Oregom, nnd delivered 1o the Col-
lege ol Electors 18 floal and ©
cluosive evidence. Why was the Governor and
Becrotary required to sign these lsts. It s be-
enuse ths Chiel Execunive of the Stiate and the
canvaasing afMeer should unite in dec 2 who
18 elected, and when thus signed their signatures
Eive it the copelusive and fual evidence whioh s
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Judge Matthews sald It was the Sccretary of
, nonder the Consiitalion. 3
Judee Hoadly smid that was probably rrect,
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¢ laws are fuaithiolly ex
vented.™ S wietly by, knowliog that this
man Watts was a Postmwaster, holding an otfive of
trust nuder the Constiiunon of the | ed Srales
and when he was sworn to snpport tho Coustitu
tion of the U'nited States and the State of Or t
po@ bath trampied under foot by givine th
cate to the man who 15 tneligiblel That the Goy-
ornor of Oregon and the Secrciary of sSiale are
the persons 1o cupnyvass vaies,. There is no
evidence thas there was n canvasa by any othu
parson Bt 18 for tooan and them only, and 1
bave decided. They bBave @iven their certificate
thut these th v gentlamen nro cligibie. T moean
fnclnding Mr. Cronin. It meiters not how they
enine 1o that decision. The presnmption of the
Iaw will always be that it was upuon sutlicleot evi-
denoe,

NETFBESENTATIVE JENKS
Next nddresaesd the Commission for the Demo-
eratie side, nud after guite a longthy argument
thus stmmed up the propositions he bad attewpred
to show: .
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New York City, at the home and by th
rrienda of Samuel J. Tilden, the T wvernt e candy
diie Tor Presiaent, that
puarehise of s Eleetoral yvote, upon the faith
w hien Ins title to the Clielf Magistraneoy of the
tton might e estublishied.
AMre President, T have faith o this Commisalon
justice of s fonal Judemenr
el f Senwtior Mitehell's nrgument
It was annonnesd by the Damoerat o connsel thint
thoy shonia require an ex n ol their time to
Monble the amonne, aud wi Hing to =it until
Jate in the evening
The question, howesver, wid
nmnd us i was golting daric, can
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not then declded,
4 were brought

M, LAWRENCE

Waa invited to proceed with libs objections. Tho
epenkor quoted The pola of Congress and the Stat-
Wies iregon, snd stated that Odell and Cart-
wright v ieitee of the title which sat-
1snedd nll He then stated as his tirst
thut the v e o=
in fuvor of the

ition—that I

of
wilh ov
Pros Isions
-fnd  he dectar
gt be disposed of
Ieg by o eiugle
pousition cot
aully nppol

1rovVelss
Hnayes 1
e monsirouns
that Crouin wus
W nel, and neglecied o atle
UCnrtwright, his ploce boeame vacnnt, ond Waits
was duly sppointed ta 1l . Tae Electornl Cal
lege s chntiged three Auties Flrar,
to il il aetomd to or
YT'resident al; and, thirvd,
¢ u the Fresident
of the SBenata distinet lisia of all peraons voled for
ns President Prosident, liats they
slhall sien &N The Electoral € .
delitierative b much =0 nda Congy
singlio tndividoal members neling separatel)
apsctl from sl othiers eando no offloinl set, uo more
g0 than lodividasi moempers of Congress, or of a
Court, or of thisz Commission, nnd k. record of (he
College Oor n mnjority of ity meiobers
in conslusive evidencs, nnd can no
more s iwpenched, aliwnde, than the record
of Conas rof m Conrt, or of tils Commlasion.
The mnje t of the Electors presceut s n quo-
rum. 11 & of a qquorum nre valid to declde
whon o vacancy baas avisen, snd to @il it

Mr. Lawrenee atwuoed that Watts was elected,
and became facio nud de jure an  Eleotor;
that his resignation crealed a vacansay, which was
properly fliled by Lis reappoinime that he did
Act 18 sbown LY the recond; Watis being an  oflicer
de faeio, for tnat renson his nols were good.

Comrissioper Edwmunds woved that a farther
bearing be posiponed aotil 7 o'cloek, and Lken pro-
ooad In the Benate Chamber. and that the counsel
bave threo houre aud o hall thae ou sach side for
the whole case, inoluding the cifers of proof and
averything.

Mr. Evarts sald that thelir slde 4ld not require
any additional time, as they supposcd the dis-
cussion to be mainly oue of law,

Judge Hoadly said that they
testimony, and would ke time for that parpose;
and udded that one of the podnts they expected to
prove wus that more than 1,100 voters in Oregon,
who cast their ballots in favor of Watls,
DOTIE AL the timo that Watts was Postmasier, and
Werefore, disgnalified. :

After some disoussion among the members of
the Commugsion, Mr. Edmunds’ motion for a re-

eced aud for an exteusion of time o the eounsel,
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of Certificate No, 1.7
Hoadly nrgued that the aotion throughout
leral, pud couvtlpned: J say Cronln wnas
« Mesting by that method would a - guo wor-
ran in avor of Wattset Would
diaqgualiteation have Killed luie
O i La hy Qua warranto
by eontest obtin the featl Cro
Watls wae a Postuiasior, dls
w by wethod. On what prioely
John W, Watts, who Qd not
commission from any court of
A innd, Love got the title to which be
aiel Cronin beld the ttle. Cronm
| onst the vote Wounld you hsve nwarded tho pos-
tion to & wman who the Constutution of your conn-
try sova shoulil not bold i, oo the
the mendate 1o eleet ia fuifilicd by the eleation of
Crouin? Test it by method, and tell me how ahy
| Inwyer onn v that & disquatificd candidate can
fico by gy process Known to tho law
of our conniry ut ol 1the hunds of
who holds 1t de Facfo. He may bhave s Jodgment
that the offce Is vacant, ard thatis e eod of tue
] whole thipg o far as be s concerned.
Judge Hoadly atated the Commission had ex
| el 1 twe sevidence in 1he Flarida
Foulslana cases Decansa 1L was
judicinl  powe and anld withont the

| eerliorari,
« feredo,
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Hedrieks of one vore ocast for them in Oregon.
Without exercise of jobeinl power you ¢nan not
award it to Hayes anid Whoeeler.

At the concluston of Mre, Hoadisy's argument,
| the Comuission sdjourved aneil 10 o'clock to-mor-
row.

o

WasmsGToN, February 22,
misslon wet o the suapreme Court-room
o'clock. Mr. Matthews made an nddiess in oppo-
sition 1o the Cronin Certifloate No. 2. Comioene-
iug with a denial that they had esserted
Florida case that the cectitivare was ol and con-
eclusive, be suld they had undertaken 1o draw
line of demereation between the net of the State
and the Federal nothorioy, whwb took
np after it hod teft the Stute, They also undertook
to draw n line
Llhe certificnte o

1d the thmme eertified to, to shiow

oerfifed being the substavnce, and
w here the certifionto did not siiow theé thing corid-
fiedd truly, it could be corrected. It was n sur-
prise, he sald, to tind thing thetr adversaries hnd
not only tnken thelr position on the ¥Floridas and
Lonlstuns cases, bt bad gone beyond 31, sod aes
cepled the dogma which they had improperly
ascribed to the side with which ho was tdentified.
He maintained they stood to-day on the groum
(E1 ne o b e beginbing, and whiwh had
hallowed by the decision of this Tribay
that tho certificnte based on the returns w
couvinsive ¢ i . otion.

In the Flor ana case offora to g
bebind returns were wenacmg, and f Wt
strovpger and nrger ne the certalnty ¢
they would pot be called to make thew good, nod
n great deal of patriofte i indalged
in af alivged countenancing of frand and wrong.§

I nn exiract from a decision
of Bradley va, Fishor

Lo eanuplaint by the |
L Rolug on in Lhe complal

MNProper . Hoent
Lths i stensions to
morallty thnt had besn hatratom
of Lthe complaint m this had been
moanied on w pedestal for mlmmiration by

s lopvoutor, as 4 modsl of y and honeaty ot

elections, and thoere was no offer (o prove he wos

paid three thousand dollurss under o pretenss o
| expsn o Washingion., There was no offer to

I vo the contents of the supposed rOE v phie

sharaciers that could not be read. There was no

offer of proof thet (ks was the result of §
| laid sohene 1o defent the will of the peopl
wondered whon s triend Hondiy referred to Web
| ster and Worcester last night, ho did pot produce
that MNitle pocket dietio ' show the oorve-
w betwoeen Park. New York
tiemn, Oregon sutended the Governor's
Teate fedl 1o the ground when 1t was ehown i1t
a warrant to the I ‘tore for the per-
« of their duts The law of Orvgon re
st the votes Tor Electors should e given,
1eceived, rYeétur 1 and canvessed, the =ame
as for members of Congress; nnd o the ocaso
of members of Copgress, I8 was made The
| daty of the Secreinry of the State to canvass fhe
s, aud there the stan iy direeitons @énid.
jrelanon o ¥ tors furthoer j
thut the v of Stake ehonld certly 1w
meg who had recciverd the b JEEt

i . mndd there e canvoes enidlonl, T

tunon and law stamped that recorid tha
| eonsttutionnl result of the ¢lection -
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mted by proof and shown Lo be fa
titlente Of the Govermor witds sought to boin-
traded here ns o gabstitate for the caunvasa, 11

gd by the Becretary of Blate simply o8 au
i aind Ot ma 0 CRUVASECr of
That possession of tha commisslon was
| nob eszentinl o the algshargs of the dnties o1
the offoe, he contended, was a well-sertlod princi-
ple of lnw. The certiticate of the Govornor
Oprgpon Ad not confortn to thd statut of
Stutes or of Oragon. Suppose tle certifl
It gives the election
Cartwright and Ceonio, A bedy of thoee
consualr, deliberate and volo to-
which necessarily consisted of
three.  Fle conlended that one ¢oilld Dol Bes ns
the body, end that the act of n quornm cowd ouly
| be nocepted as the acts of e body.

Thia view of the case bad been suataiped by the
devimion= in the Sapreme Coovt of Oregon.

It regard to what constituted a vacauey, he con
tended that when the oblect was to Heep ovp a
body to the full number for the pretection of the
interest of the people, when It was soughit to
| guard agalnst overy possibility of the college not

betnge Tull, the word *otherwise’” shoald be con
atruned  Mberally, and thoat It was  Inileoaed
cover nll vacancies that  might oecear.

If the Governor W is A competent
| tribnonl to set p=ide the eleetion, thon s vacaney
existed which the remgliniog members were em-

powered to fill, My, Matthewa combatied the

proposition that the mellgiollity of Wails made o

non-election, or that the votes ¢nst for un Inejlgl-

bie candidato were void. He also conteudea that
| the English decisions which dectured the candidate
who wuae aligible, but received a leas number of
| votes than his insligibleoppouent eleetad, had not
| boen adopted as the Amenicin ruale, which was
that when etdch a ensa oocarred neither was entl-
|l to the office. I, however, ananeligibile officer
was objectsd to by nobody, hia oilicial

| stood ne long as be held ottiee
Tu relation o the self-execuation of the Constitu-
tion, he argued that unleas there was legislativa
provision it eould not be executed. The pronin-

tion Srates from making i

triscts oould pever be exo
| which guve the Courts
anlloged violations of the provision,
Mr., Matthews closed with the declerati
| e had npponred not ks connsal for any party,
ipport of a8 great consiltutlonsl priocipie, re-
lesga of any povular clomor that might b ox-
< For n Governor to tenke upon blm=elf
exocutlve, juiclal and Jegisiativa powers, was (o
bring sbout & complication that would make the
oontnsion of government loextricable.

Judee Strong enlo counsel hnd now consnmad
two Bours ecach, and the questton of the admissi-
bility of evidones was before the Commission, Hoe
thougbt that shonld be recelved now, suhject to
the judgment of the Commisslon fs Lo its effied
The proposition
papera called for

g

witnese,

bt for
POWer

|

in the snbpenua dwees leewni
served upon the Postmaster Gonera!, wers At
| hand, nor were the witnesses prescat, asd the
Comalssion {ook o recess,
ADMISSINN OF INEXCTL

After reeess, Mr. Merrick offered the FElectoral
Comuwission a certifiod copy of the commission of
Johu W. Watts as 'ostmunster, duted February 13,
1978, .

Mr. Evarts ohected to the papera as not anthoen-
tieated, but sald the Postmaster General was in
attendaoes, ready to verily the papers from lus
office.

Judge Cilfford sustained the ohjection, butl sald
they hind the vight to bave them certiiea under
erder of the Commission,

Mr. Evarts waived his ohjeotion, and Mr. Mer-
rick next presented the commiasion of Heonry M.
| Hill, as Fostmaster, dated Janusry 8, 1877, in
| whioch it was recited that he was appointed the
51 of November, 1876: that on the 11th day of De.
cember he axecuted his bond and ook the ontlh of
offion,

Postmaster Genaral Tyner was eallad by Mr.
Evarts. A telegram from Watts, resigning the
Pustwostersbip, was preduced and adwmiited, This

|

wne reveived November 14. ard an anawer nocept-
ing the reswenation wie sent the same day. On
the 24th of November witness recalved a leuter
through BSpocial Post-office Agent Underwood.
The letter was addressed 1o Underwood in whioh
Watts tendered lns resignation.

On the 14th of November witness teiegraphed
to Underwood to take charge of the offloe nll
Watls' suocessor was appoluted. On the 24th of
November he received a letter from Upderwood,
stating Lhat he bad taken obarge of the office ac-
eording to fnstructions.

Other telegrams and letters were prodaced to
show the details in connection with the resignn-
tion of Mr. Watts, and the appointment and gqoal-
ification of hils sucecessor.

Mr. Thurman inquired if theére was any law or
rile of the departwent that required acoounts of
o Postinnsigr 1o be settled before his resiguation
could be acoepted,

The Postmnster General repliad tkat he was not

ware ol any.

Joho W. Watts was cnlled and teatified to some
| relative to his resignation and its accept-

W. MoGrew, Sixth Auditor, was called, and
testiflod that the necounts of Wntis nad bhecun ad-

| justed und settied to, and iocluding, the 14th of

Novewmber.
MI. EVAERTS' ARGUMEXT,
commenced s areument at half-past
1, with the clatm that the course pursaed on that
side 1 copnection with this case wWuda ooneistent
with their elpims in the Florida and Lomnigtann
eases. In thogecnscs the cernficates bad been in
necordanes with the canvass, and they
held now that the certifiente aliouid
conform in the capvase. These Two oon-
forming, the evidende was conelusive. The ean-
vass, he maintnined, wis the substanee. the cer-
tifleate the forge.  Me eharced that the opposttion
had chauged thelr claims with the Jfferent caaes,
pnd for tunt renson had been compelled to change
connsei. v

Mr. Evarts then took ap the certiticata o Odell,

Mr. Evart:
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of judic¢iai power you can uot deprive Tilden and |
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was adopted, but neither of the { ASmEr-DitY

Cartwright apd Walis, clniming that in it every
requircment of the Copstitution had been cowm
phiedl with., e insisted that the evidenoe of the
title Mestod in this ceridicste, nud ogt in the one
which had the verpor's signatore. The atisence
of the certified bsts was torough the defanit of
tho Governor and Segretary of State, and not
throngh any néeglect of (e Electars, The refusnl
of thess officers to furnisiza list was a dessrtion
| of duiy. and sneh dosertious o duty slways had
pn oljser, The eertifiente cootained more. It
contplned an abstrpet *of the votes cast for the
Fresid ' Zitetors ns on Ale In the ofMioe of the
HeQL el . A coertilento by 8B, F. Chag-
F wiek, Beereinry of State, that e was the custodian
of the seal of (he Starte, and that the tnclosed was
n e copy of the nbsiract, and bad
aMxod tho  grear soal the  copy. DBesides
| thiis there were the mir of the College. The
resfgouation of Watls was recelved and acceptod.
| The net bad been do openly, under an Un-
cortain wdes 1that e might huve been disgqualifled,
Wartt dild bls duty, for he w pot pne fo poertl
| one of the votes ol the State o
liad been oast, and the ballots w bere. Under
1 i st itation, the Act of I%TH d the lnws of
O i, these minates were plenwry evidence of
the validity of act of these Eiectors,

Therefore, unless vou hold that the Governor's
wnd 1e subieaction by violatlon of the

uty, is sufficient to suppress the Elee-
tora! College and the vote of the State, von hiave
here overything yon need under act of Congress
| withont looking nt the certificates which they puai
in support of their title. Now, we h
certticale, and that containg nothing that contra-
| dicts the other, nnd nothing that by itself ean
stand on 1ts ewan lpspoction as an adeguoate trans
action.

Mr. Evarts thon called attention to the wording
of the Goverpor's eertifioate, sud cootended that
it o2 mot comply with the act of Congress, in that
he nndertook toinsert the word eligibile bafore the
word election to eover lmsell from condem-
nustion of an open, recogt i Traud nud falsebood
Instead of obeying the Consiitution and laws of
Oregon, he has given reason for s nclion to save
himeal! from absolutely disregaiding his duty,
! Whatever may have bappened to Cronin by s ex-
trusion, that did not meke him the Culiege. other-
wise you wonld have
| nnder the laws of Oregon,
three Electornl Colleges composed of one man
edch, who could cast hisvote in Ins own way and
by s own autbority, but if you adopt the role
| that a majority constiintes the Colloge, yon pot

i under the pro £ of the principle

Bir g i1 nil co-aperalive
| that there can be but one
188, nud that a monjorily anchora
1acif nll powers of sueh College. The law of Ote-
gon itsel! says they shall Nl a vavapey o the

Fivetoral Col 2 by o plornhity of votes. Can

you have a piarniliy of votes when only one vole
cast?  Oregon b by the provisions ol the

Jlegtoral Law of the Unwop, power to pravide for

the falinre of an ction. What wasthatt Why,

| it th on falled to produoce the
| muamb Klectors regumired, the malority pro-
| eeowied 1o remedy that delect, and it s only in that
case that they are sllowed 1o kobatiture their
| action in pinees of the ordinary mod f el 1.
But it does not requrre them 1o make o different
mode of fdlling & vacaney arsing f=om a
| elect than thal causod Ly a vacaney arising 1o any
otber manuer,  Oregon has settled that question
for liselt. ‘he pintntes determime thut
Ly T should (T vote w
the Biute apa they provide in that
wayv for the ol & vicaney in the Electornl
Collees. N upon an eaanmination of nll these
bave beon gratified o find thot,

Lt operators up o Uregon Wers ns

® fE serpents, they wero not any wiser thun
Natlting hns been done there thint defents
‘nnstitation of the United States, or that de-

ds the State of Oregoen, or that defeats the
election of n Presi Al that has resalted from
the attempt to perpeirnie o consummate frowl 1s

1o exlinbiy the I 1 to pabl voendemuiation, bat

the andety of the Siate remam®unbarmed.
Mr. Mervick then addressed the Comwmission
[ the Demoeratic syde. He sald that he :
bimself 10 the Tribunal ing that they
adhere 1o their pre 1ons, ninl oy
| snme principles to gk
| that they 414 to the Louisians a A,
Hie musy cousider the renl me f tHheir judg-
| ment in thess % was thint the cortificate of the
| HOVErnor wi iclusive nod ultihmete pot per-
formed by the State, beyvond wiieh they hond no
power 1o/ go
Mr. Merriek argned that the Iaws of Lonlstann
pnd Florids, in referenee 1o the ascertainment of
the vesult of the imtmoens of Eleotors,
mi Inr to the law « [ m, and submitt
to withbold the or to withhold the
certificats from n party medl by the Governor
tot ; to oflice, was the legitimate per-
i form constitational aud proper executive
| trust. You have lold us M1 b, thist n State ¢nn
not Interfers with an El r, whether hi el
blo er ineligih whether Jeetion  be secured
by Iair tmoes of foul Yon have told o8
thint it enp not he mterferad wit
the te of the conclusion of the Retarning 134
and tbhe time of bis vollug. Now, the State of ¢
ZON Wis king to perform her daty, and 1his
much-w Executive was seeking to protect
thnt State from the odivm of haviug wantouly
violated the Constitdtion of the United States, and
have solemnly deterwined that an E claim-
Ing to be elected was clected, The Vernor

| Governor

and we coulid bave

nE

oW,

0=

_ml

v of

rd

' | of Oregon could not have given s certifieate to an |
| ineliginle enpdidnte without violating liss osth and |

|

besng gulity of an infraction of the Federal Con-
stituiton. A

Mr. Merrick clnimed ns Cronin hela the eertifl-
to tho offi Vit
The opposing connsel sxid,
the title possessed
from the

he had wuntwoent of title
ind Wattal! Nothing.
in constdering thie evidence of
by Watts, that be had the certifionte
of Stnte ns to the oanvass of wvotes
did s certificate purport to hel It Is
beaded, “Abstract of votes cast at the Presiden-
tinl election Im Oregon,” &e. It does not
ARV “Canvass ol voloe,” to make 1t
gppear that “abstract” and “eanvas:" were
sy vonymeis terms reforred to in the statales of
Orezon, which reqguired the eclerks to make out
cartigu nhatracts aua send them up. These ab
airucts the Governor and Secretary of Stanta werp
regulred to ceanviass, and when they have eat-
vansed These ab=trncts the canvass makes anothar
paper whicn ehonld be the paper of record i1 that
office, and which 1a not here in this certifieate.

On the sulject of vacaney. conpsel wmmde
it a ypoint  that unless the eoffice  bhad
heen ouce fllled  there
and unleas onca  fliled there conld
uo réslgnation. The vacancey slleged to be flllec
by thes=e Eloctors was not ercated by Cronin's ab-
genes, but by Watts® resjgnation. Tf they had the
power to i1l the vacancy at all, they excented
thnt power by filing ® vocancy created by the
lr-lElIlr!'.N'h of Watts, and not by the non-aetion of
Tonin,

The spenker concluded
guage: I claim that you
amndd  principle of
rendered  In tho CABS of Florin and
Lonialana. It is quite immaterial whetber

s eounformmed to wy opinion on the suhjeot of

Conatitution or uwot, Tbhey have besn ren-
dered by thisa Tribunal, recorded on the journal of
aach house of Congreas, passed into the history of
Are 1n operative effect n the
process now going on of deternuning who shiall be
e Chlef Magistrate of 1he Republie. Conststent
adiieslon to the solemn conclisions reanhed by
hose great men, to whom the people have com-
miied
10 the preservation of loyal reapect Tor authorhy
and charueter, und whilst mitigating pabgs of
disappointment oftob Beclres AU KRoquicscence In
Judgments seemingly the hastiest sud the most an-
when thess judgmenia anfaconize one
another, and in thelr very confliot endantagonism
aporative effect w accomplish
oone gud ths same result, and that result is one
with which individuel sympathiles are closely and
warmly connected, anpleasant thouchts will atir
within the publio miod and angry emotlons will
swell the popular heart.

The Suprems Court of the United Statea
is one of the dols of the people. They
bave in their estimate of i1ts  character
invested 1t with sanotity and digoity heyond that
of any otler tribunal on the face of the carth.
They 1 ve thar all omher departments of the
Government ara lahle 10 decerioration aud possi-
ble dcfilement, but they look to the Supreme Court
ns lifted nbove the coarrent of impure wir that
flonts upon the sorface of the eatth, and a8 wtill
woved by the virtues and apeaking with the wis-
dow of the fathers of the Republie. When this
faith is destroyed, the night will have come.

At the conclusion of Mr. Merrick’s argument the
Commission went into executive session,

IN SECRET SESSIIN,

Tha Electoral Commission was in session from 10
until hnlf-past & o'clock, bearing argutsent in 1be
Uregon ORse,

At § o'clook, the Commission wenl lute secsol

What

to the spiric
you bave

withire
decision

n. The votes |

v another

a strange stateof facts |

ure Lo |

2xeent betwoeen |

eale with the DLirond seal of the State attached to |

could be uo vacaney, |
be |

in tha following lan- |

the settlement of their righta, Is esasantinl |

session, and remained there until 20 minutes past 7,
when 1t adjourved Lill to-moirow, at half-past 10,

The gquestions presented by counsel were dis-
o1 in secret sossion, but owing to the fatigoe
of the members, and in order to enable them ro
consult the authorities which have been referred 1o
by cg]ume!, Bn aijournment wes thought 1o be ad-
visable.

Mauy law poluts were suguesied. and these will
be critically examined, there being more of them
in this case than in the ¢ases of Florida sed Louisi
ADA.

The Commisslon agresd to take a vole to-mor-
row alterncon at 4 O'clock, aniess the members
shall be prepared to do so at an eariier hour
Should a vote bo tnken a1 4, an hour or more would
be occnpled before thelr verdicl conld be officially
prepared, and unlese the two bonses sball remaim
i sesalon until evening, the decidsion in joint ses-
slon of Lhe two houses will not be given until Sat-
arday.

It 18 understood that immeadintely afrer the Com-
mission went into eecret session Mr. Morton made
an hour's epeech in favor of counting the thres
Electernl votes of Oregon for Messrs. Hayes and
Wheelor.

Mr. Edmunds in some incldental remarks clearly
indicated tust he wounld vole in the same diree-
fi1o1h.

Justice Miller then made an #laborate argument
to chhow that there wae pothine in the lorida and
Lonisisna decigions of the Cominission incon-
sistent with giving the entire vote of Oregon W
the Repubiliean candldafes.

Messrs, Thuarman, Edmonds, Btrong and Brad-
ley were not well, and gn aojournment was taken
At thelr sngegestion,

redl by a npanimous vote, and had no
igaificance whatover,

It can be pdded that thers were no Indleations,
Lhis eveuine, of 8 Lreak among elther Doemocraiie

ublican members of (he Commission, and
thut there was no vole or sny appreach to a vote
on the main guestion st issne,

X0 DECISION IN TOE OREGON CONTEST.

The Commission adjourned uotil 163 te-morrow.
No degision reported.

WasHiNGTON, Fi ary 20.—The Eleetoral Com-

1!

cate of his slection, though he received a thousand
votes less thay Wates, on the ground that the lat-
ter was inellgible. was without authority of law,
and is, thercfore, void; that, aithough the evidence
ehowe Watts wan Postmaster at the time of s
olection, that fack is rendered immaterial by his
resiguation, both as Postmaster nml Eleotor, and
his sobseguent wppoilntment to fill n vacaney in
the Electoral College: toar, as a cobscquence of
the feregoing, and wupon 1he grounds before
stated, the paper purporting to be tbhe oertiflosie
of the Electoral Vote of Oregon, signed by E. A.
Cronin, J. N. T, Miller and Joho Parker, s not the
certificnte of voles provided for by the Constiru-
tion of the TUnited Biates, and ought mot to be
oounted ms such. Members of the Commission
agreelng auvd approving of this decision are:
Samnel F. Miller, W. Birong, Joseph P. Bradiey,
George F. Edmunds, . P. Morton, Frederick T
lF;n.-lm:hu}'aml. Jumes A. Garfield and George F.
oar.

The presidine officer nsked whetlier there were

ohjections to the declaton.
OBJLCTION TO OREGON.

Bensator Kelly onjected to tho decision on the
following groands;

Furst—That Warts was nol elected,

Eecond—That he was not appointed,

Trd—Thnt be was disqualified to recsive any
appointment as Prosidential Eleotor or to  sit as
snch, In that he bela on office of trust or profit
under the United States.

Fourth—Tnat Cronin was oleoted Tresidential
Elector tor Oregon, snd, in accordasnes with the
Inw. cast 8 leznl vote as such Ilector for Tilden,
and that snch vole should be caun:od.

The ohiection 14 sienea by Senntors Kelly, Whyte,
Cooper, MeDonald, Norwood and Hereford, and by
Representatives Lane, Popplcton, Jenks, ¥
Throckmorton, Wike, Wizeivton and Luttrell

The presiding officer aalicd whethicr theie were
auy farther ghijcenous 1o the avcision, s, there
baing none, be anpounced that the Seonute would
withdraw to 1is ehwnaber in onder,

din sceret Eesfion at 1 ), and
tafion on 1le Orvogon o

J MESION relissen
| remained in oor
| s one-hialf lhiou

At 3 0'clock, 1he dlseossion being concluded, and
P Benator Tharmon not laving leen able to satiend I
| the sltUing, on oceconnt of liness, o recess was |
+ lakey, In order 1o sseertaln whether hoe would pre-
| fer comme to 1he Cap Litat the Cominiesion

shouid proceed 1o s "W, indi1bero trocs-
| Aot 1he business ineldent to taking a vore
| A commities, consisting of Eennturs Bayard and
{ Frelingbuysen, waa appomted for this parg
and reported I due tlunie that Benstlor “Thurn
preferred 1o receive the Cowm!ssion ot bls bous

therefore the other members of
procecded o earnmmges Senator
an's restdenec,
jator Thurmoan wis found confined 1ahis bed,
where he remaiped during 1he proccedings of the
| ol asion,

Tlie Commizzion was formally ealled to order by
| Justice Chifford, Prosident, aud the vore was tnken
| on the fllowing propositions, which  bad been in
| formally subimmine atd dliscttgsed, but not yoted
upon during (e diey's scsalon:

By Mr. Edmunds:

“URes0lve That the certificate slened by . A.
| Cronin, J. N, T. Miller and John Parker, perport-
ing to onet the Eleclioral vote of the Siale of Ore-
RKon, ooes Dot coniwin or certify the coostitu-
tional votes 1o which the State Is eotithead,”

Justice Fweld offered the following as a substi
tutes

“Whereas, J. W. Watis, deslgnated in certifi
No. 1 us nn Elector of the State of Oregon for Pi
dent sud Viece Prestdent, on the day of the ele
twon, viz, the Tth day of Vet ber, 1870, held un
office of trust und profit voder the United Btutes;
tierelore,

*Resvived, That said J. W, Watts was then in-
ellgible 1o the ofce of Elcetor within the express
térws of the Constitution.”

¢tad—ayes 7, nays 8, as follows:
a—Messre, Abbott, Bayard, Clifford,
m, Paype and Thormnn—T7,
s—Mesars, Bradley, Edmunda, Frelingliny
artieid, Hoar, Miller, Mourton and Stroug—s.

Justice Freld then offered the followine:

“Whereas. At au cle beld ou the Tth of
November, 1576, in the Stare of Oregon, for Eleot-
ors of Prestagent aond Vice President, W, H. Odell,
J. W. Watte and J. . Cartwiigbr, re 1
highest nunmber of voles cast for Elector

“Whercas, Sald Watts, then holding sn
| trust and profit under the United States
| ;m-m. wWis lneligibie 1o the oflice of Eleotor;

L

W

revns duly elecied wt suld election, and
| there was a failure on the part of the State (o clect
the third Eleetor.”
Eejeoted—Ayes 7, naya 8 Same vote in dethil as
| the preceding.
Justice ¥l
| “Wherens
no provision for the
under not of Congre
ure to make o chos day
lnw; thervfore,
“Resalved, That the alempted
| third Elector by tl two persons
| operniive and vol
Rejeoted —aves 7, nays as above,
Mr. Bayard than red the following:
|  "Resolved, That the vote of W. N, Dile
yole of J, C, Cartwricht, cant for Ratl ford B
1ayes, of Obio, Tor President of the United Stutfoes,
and for Willinm A, Wi er, of New York,
Vioe-Preetdent of the Unbted States, werts
| voles provided for by the Constitution of
UTnited ates, and that the aforeeaud Odell and
Crriwrighit, nud they « Were the persons duly
ool ted E tale of Orecon, At e
el n held Nove
| ns ure at the
Elector o gecor
Inws of the Umited Siwles wd the lpws of the
Srate of Oregon 1th the two voles aforesald
stould ve counted, nnd none otliers roin the State
.
dtei—YeRs T navs 8 as ahove,
1o wan then 1aken on Mr. Edmunds
proposition, and it was adopted, yeus

1he only p

Mored the folbwing
of won hins mac
o,
il
by

§ {1

wl
the

. v
oI prescribed
selection of the
chusen was in

aud the

oricingl
15; nays
. m then offered the followling:
| { That W, H. Odell, J. C, Cartwrizht
and J. W, 15, tho pors ns Electors |
Cortitien 1, #ro the wctors of the
Sinte aud that 1t & e the wot
provia W the Consfinn f the Untted
siates, nnd ghould be conunteda for President sud
| Vieo President of the United .
Mr. Hnuton meved to sirike oot
W. Watts,
IMsagroed to—YEas 7, naya &
Morron's resolution w
follows:
Me=srs, Bradley, Edmnnds, Frelinghnysen,
MMoar, Morton, M
Ni Mesers. Abhott,
Huntror, Pavoe nod Thurma .
The deoiston of the ( Hul=ion Was t
| up d signed by the eight wembers vo
| nffraative
Un mol fon
| erecy upon the acts nnd proceedings of the Come-
| Iission, eXeept s regurds their report to the joint
| sgsaton of Congress, was remwoved, nod the Com
| missicn adjounrnea 1o meet in the Supretwe Court
Room, st 12 o’clock toamorrow.
REIMORT OF THE COMMISSEION,
The repert, 1n substance, 1s as follows:
The Eleetorsl Commission having r
tain certiffeates and papers purport (1] -
tiflcites of the Elgctoral votes of the Swnte of Ore-
gon, nnd cartain papers accompauying the satne,
and objecttons thereto, repart that it has
duly considered the same, and has declded, and
| does hereby decide that the votes of W, H. Oxell,

bt f ; ]
the nime el J
|

! s then adop!
| Yens-
Gurfield,

g

1 drawn

& in Lthe

ivedd cor-

J. O, Cartwright and J. W. Walts, persons nnmed | p

{in the certificate of the Secretary of State of
Oregon us the persons receiving the ng
ber of vortes for FPresldential Eieotors, are the
| votes provided for by the Constitution, and thuat
the enme aro lawfolly to be connted as testified
to In the certifleate of said Eleotors, nomely:
three votea for Rutherford B, Iayes, of Oble, lor
Presldent, snd tiree votes for Wiliiam A, Whealer
for Vice Presudent. |
| @The report will farther set forth thatthe aleetion
of Watta by the other twomombers of the Electcral
College was in sccordance with the Copsiitation |
and laws of Oregon. i
The srounds for Lths decision, so far s they con- |
cern the eligibility of Watts, are, substaptially, |
that it Is commpetent to go behind the eeritficate of
the Governor go for a8 the same s not founded
upon the action of the canvassing or retorning
authority provided for by the lnws of the State, |
which authority, in the case of Oregon, s held to
be the Secreétary of State.
Toe report will mlso take i{he gronnd that it ls |
10! easentinl to show that an Elector waseligible on
| {lse 7Lh of November, provided it be shown that bhe |
wne eligible when he cast hisvole in the Electoral |
| ('ollege, and the fact appears that the allegod
eligible Elector Watts was chosen 1o flll a vacuney
cansed by his own absence from the Electoral Col-
lege, aud that he was not iscligivle at the tlme be
| cast lils vote,

rll!.i’ﬂ‘ﬁ'f OF THE DECISION IN TAE OREGON CASE. |

| Wasmisetrow, Febronry 24 —The two honses of

Congress mes in Joint convention at noow, and
| the decislon of the Electorsl Commission touch
ine the votes from Oregon wos rewd.

The brief ground of the decision whieh is in favor
of all the Hoyes Electors Is, that the said Eiectors |
Appear to hinve beeu lnwfolly appointed, and they
voted ns sich at the time aud in the manber pro-

by the Copstitution of the Twnitea
Ste and law, and the Commissioners are
| further of opinion that Ly the laws of

Oreégon, the duty of canvassing the returns
lof all the votes given ot an eloction of Preal-
dent and Vies Preaident, was imposed upon the
secretary of Stute, and upon no one else: that the
Secielury of State did canvass theae returns, and
| nscertained that J. C. Cartwrlghr, W. H. Odeli and
| J. W. Waits had a majority of all the votes given

for Electors, und had the hizhest number of votea

for thint oMee, and by the express langnage of the
atnliica those persons are dectned eleoted; thst
in obedience to his duty the Seeretary ol State
wude the eanvass and tebniated the sintement of
volea abhowing this result, which, apeording 1o the
law, bhe placed on file 1n his ooee the 4th of Decem-

ber. 15706,

All this apponis by the official certificate under
the seal of the Becretury of Btate, apd signed by
him and delivered by him to the Electors, and
forwarded by them to Lhe President of the Benate
with thelr votes; that the refusal or fallure of the
Goveruor of Oregon to slgn the certificate of the
¢lection of persons &0 slected does not have the
effect of defeating their appointment for
such election; that 1the aect of the Goy.
ermor of Oregou o givlng 10 E. L, Cronin a certif-

Sta

v four |

Figld, |

of Mr. Moarton, the lnjunetion of so- |

! eration, dolng nothing that doss b

| worid, spd among the restghat day of rechonlog,

| whoos AMmercan peopie,
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watted the polifcation of the House decision o the
Nevala case The Houss dadislon wis receved st
10, wheo the Sennte procesded to the Ll of the
¥ ouse.

A laree number oF Teports from varions eommiltess
wers made, and at ths szpimtion of the mAoTuineg hoar,
the unfinislied business, being n bl toumend the Faci e

inflrond &cte no A (o creato & finkiog fund for ihe
Hguilawa of the indehicdnens dues

iltogd Companied 3

L IRig mside
e

It abnula
The Poat.office

b
Avprw

eratanding
silered as unfuished Dsiness
pration Bl wis then taken up
The Chair ista bafore the Scoate n !étter from ibe
Bocretary of War, inclosing the report of Malor Mer.
1), of the Engluser Corps, in reeard 1o the consirac
Lol of & LATbor of reluge Al Bilcteck Dolvn, CiRcia-




