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Democratic Ticket 

FOR PRESIDENT. 

SAMUEL J. TiLDEN. 
or Aeo York. 

FOR VICE-PRESIDENT, 

THOS. A. HENDRICKS, 
Ot' lmlinun. 

STATE .ELECTORAL TICKET 

Electors State at Large. 
A. M..WEST, E. BARKSDALE. 

Electors. 

Firsts District—J. ACKER. 
Second District—W. C. FAULKNER 
Third District—W\ B HELM. 
Fourth District—W II.^ 1 

Fifth Distriet-R. m*v VvnvtN 
Sixth Distiict—\\ARIvLN COWAN. 

for congress, 

HON. C. E. HOOKER 
OF HINDS. 

EDITORIAL ITEMS. 
Coxgkess has adjourned. 
Through trains are now running 

trow Texarkana to Sherman, Texas. 

The Republicans of Arkansas liar 
nominated Joseph Brooks for Governor 

The first bale of new Alabama cottoi 
was received at Montsromerv on the 12t1 
lust. 

Evert mnn that votes in this Stut 
at the next election will bo compelled t 
register. 

Tub Republicans of tho Second Dis 
trict have nominated Thos. Walton fo 

Congress. 
Alabama gave Hayes and Wheele 

forty thousand majority—to remain a 

private citizens. 

The cotton worm has appeared o 

many farms in the Eastern and Wester 

parts of this State. 

J. S. P. Francois, a colored man c 

New Orleans, says he will support th 

Democratic ticket. 

Hon. C. E. Hooker is constantl 

placing us under obligations to him fc 

public documents. 

The Vicksburg Hcrahl copied an at 

vertisement from the Aberdeen fixanu 
Tier as an item of news. 

The Democrats of the North Louisi 

ana District have nominated Hon. W 

W. Farmer for Congress. 
Congress has appropriated $5,000, 

000 for river improvements. The Sout 

jets about $2,000,000 of the appropria 
lion. 

Homer Buvn, a young man born an 

reared in Kosciusko, was killed by tl 
Indians ou the Texas frontier, sever 
weeks ago. 

Tns Democracy of Tennessee lia 

rcMiominated Gov. Porter for Governo 
and ex-Gov. Isham G. Harris and V 
li. Bate electors at large. 

In a message to the Senate Gnu 
says that Louisiana and Mississippi ai 

lawless States. As that was not h 
first one, it did not choke him. 

There was a greenback demonstr 
tiou at Tore Haute, Indiana, on tl 
12th iust. Greenback demonstratioi 
»re rare things now-a'days. 

The Pittsburg Dispatch claims thi 
there has been only about $750,000 sti 
len under Grant’s administration. On! 

$750,000; a mere trifle not worth speal 
ing of. 

Mrs. J. A. Signaigo, in a well-wri 
ten article to tho public, announces he: 
self as proprietress of the Grenada Set; 
tinel. Mr. J. W. Buchanan has at 

sumed editorial control. 

**■•©-“*.— w 

less. You must register before tin 
and election day if you would vote fc 
Tilden and Hendricks, and free tli 

country of thieving office-holders. 
J. Sella Martin*, a leading colors 

Republican of Louisiana, died on tli 
11th inst. His was a natural death 
and the Radical party will be deprive! 
the pleasure of crying “murder.” 

The rumor published in the Jacksm 
Times from the Yew York Herald, tha 
Mr. Hendricks would probably with 
draw from the Democratic ticket, is a* 

false ns the Radical party is dishonest, 
After the election the Radicals pro- 

pose that Gen. Sherman shall withdraw 
from the army and that Grant shall bi 

appointed Commander-in-chief of th< 

army. Do they suppose that Tilder 
would appoint such a brute as Grant ti 

any position? 
At a special election in Copiah conn 

ty, on the 8th inst., Mr. J. H. Thomp- 
son was elected Supervisor vice Hon 
Ben. King resigned. In that county 
they put big men in very small offices. 
Mr. Frank Carpenter was elected Jus- 
tice of the Peace on the same day. 

Two colored men of Oxford said if c 

white man joined their party they want- 

ed it understood that he placed himsell 
on an equality with the colored man. 

and that the colored man was his eqnal 
in every respect. Of course, and in 

many instances the negro is his superior: 
At Indianapolis, Ind., on the 11th 

inst., that loathsome object, Moxa Mor- 

ton, flung to the breeze the bloody shirt, 
and harangued a few dozen Republi- 
cans for three hours. His speech was 

one of the most vindictive he ever made, 
and the party that approves his lan- 

guage will de defeated. 
Senators Aloorn and Bruce left 

Washington, report says, to avoid the 

discussion of Boutwell’s Mississippi 
report. If our State had had true and 

honorable Senators in Congress they 
would have remained and refuted the 

falsehoods manufactured against their 
people. 

The following is the estimated num- 

ber of Indians the Government will 
have to subdue: Sioux, sixty thousand; 
Crows, fifty thousand; Blackfeet, twen- 
ty thousand; Utes or Utahs, thirty-five 
thousand. There are enough soldiers 
in the Booth to “wipe them out,” if the 
Government could spare them. 

Krinnrknlili; DoouhiciUm. 

Having been pushed for space last 
week we could aot make an extended ^ 
allusion to the letters of Governors Til- 
den and Hendricks, therefore this arti- 
cle. The more we read the letters, the 
better are we pleased with them. They 
may truly be ranked among the most 
remarkable documents of the kind that 
have ever appeared. As expositions of 
the lamentable condition of the country 
caused by the evil doings of the party 
in authority, and ns expounders of the / 
remedies to be applied, they are master- 

pieces The feature which is most ini- ; 

pressive is, however, the clear manifes- 
tation of honesty and sincerity on the 

part of the writers. They evidently j 

feel and mean every word that they say. , 

The more their epistles are examined, 
the more clearly does this appear, 
There is an utter absence of any inten 
tion to utter a meaningless phrase for 

;he purpose of catching a superficial 
sentiment; and the whole tone is so 

straightforward and business-like as to 

heartily commend itself to the patriotic 
reader. To a student of political econ- 

omy they are invaluable, as from them 
he can imbibe the elements of the pur 
est po’itical wisdom. 

There can be no doubt that these 

i epistles will have a good effect upon the 

prospects of the Democratic party, 
striving as it is to restore the National 
Government to a basis, of truthfulness 
and honor. They will enable all to see 

that the St. Louis Convention gave its 

suffrages the best and ablest men of the 

party, and that the candidates thus 

chosen, are men who, when elected, will 
use I lie pUWtT UUimutTl iv# UiViu ua ti 

trust, to be employed for the benefit of 
lie whole nation, without distinction of 

party or race. 
1 In dealing with the causes of, and 
1 the remedies for, the present commer- 

cial depression, Governor Tilden shows 
3 himself a statesman of the highest 
> type, and uses language which will car- 

ry the subject homo to the intellects of 

the business men throughout the laud. 
He has also raised the party completely 
out of its supposed differences on the 

financial question, and h:s letter, coup- 

led with that of Got. Hendricks, will 

convince the people that the party of 

which they are the leaders arc u unit in 
I 

advocating the only honest method of 

conducting the affairs of the Govern- 
ment. The question of a multiciplicity 

^ of terms for the Presidency is not dis- 
3 

pensed with, as in the letter of Gover- 
nor Hayes, by the statement of an “in- 

s' flexible purpose” of individual appliea- 
r tiou; but the plaiu proposition is en- 

forced tlmt the Chief Magistrate should 
be “constitutionally disqualified for re- 

election.” To the South the letter is 

particularly commendable, as in it the 

people of this section of our country, 
will see the promise or an cud to all the 

degradation?, insults, and oppressions 
that the present Administration has 

" I heaped upon them. Black and white 
can stand upon the platform, side by 
side, as brothers, conscious that the 

grievous evils which each has been 
II compelled to suffer, fo* the purpose of 
1 

manufacturing political capital for the 

party in power, will cease. 
On the whole, these letters urj¥, as we 

1‘ have aireauy sain, among the most abl* 
b and statesmanlike of public documents 

Scarcely any one wao has read them 
will be able to escape the conviction 

it that the authors are the very men re- 

e quired, in the present condition of oin 

■s public affairs, to take into their hands 
the management of the National Admin- 

i- istration. They are declarations of 
e earnest convictions, and of a firm iuten- 
is tion to put them into operation, if the 

opportunity for so doing bo affoided. 

I Iic Coward's Cry. 
y 

In the Senate, on the 11th inst., Sen 

[, ator Spencer asked that a committee be 

appointed to investigate the Alabama 
eleotion, but his request was not grant- 
ed. Every time the scoundrels are 

beaten they cry “murder,” “fraud,” 
“intimidation,” and ask for a commit- 
tee to be appointed to investigate mat- 
ters. Will the people remember that 
each investigating committee costs over 

s §10,000, nnd that they pay it? The 
r Radicals, who know nothing but es- 
8 travngance, always call for the commit- 

tees. If every man will his do duty next 
* November, we will deprive the Radicals 

of the power to appoint committees 
■ to investigate elections, at the expense 
I of the people, for the benefit of their 

rotten nnd sinking party. If the Bad- 
1 icals have a majority in Alabama, Mis- 

why, in the name of all that is holy, 
can't they protect themselves ami vote 

as they please? If they are cowardly, 
crying children, they are incapable of 

ruling a State, and should be kicked out 
of power. 
-• •- 

Mend Us Tnj lor. 
Hons. D. C. Anderson and J. R. 

Thompkius, of Mobile, Ala., have con- 

sented to aid in organizing the canvass 

in this State this fall Oun’i onr ulster 

State send over Col. Taylor, also? In 
the canvass last year he did more to 

blister the backs of the Radicals in 

Mississippi than any speaker in Ike 
field. If Col. Taylor will come over we 

don’t believe the Radicals would at- 

tempt to organize. Certain it is, that; 
none of their speakers would be around i 

when he spoke. They all hate im, 
but none would dare assail the great 
lion. Send us Taylor. 

Colored ICrfornierN. 
Jno. Brown, Dora Wade and 

O. S. Garrett, of Mississippi; 
Rev. Mr. Dnngee, of Rich- 
mond, Ya.; and Rev. Garland II. White, 
all colored men, have announced their 
intention of canvassiug for Tilden and 1 

Hendricks. The sensible, self-think- 1 

iug colored men, as well rs the white 1 

people, know that four more years of i 

Radical rule would ruin the country, ] 
and for that reason they have cut them- 
selves loose from the Republican party, i 

and determined to assist in defeating it. < 

-♦ • .~ i 

Bruce, our negro Senator, is credited 

with saying, in Washington a few days 
ago, that the Democrats will c#tainly 
carry Louisiana and Mississippi this * 

fall,"and he thinks that it will bo a for- 

tunate thing for the negroes, as by only ‘ 

such ft result can they rid themselves of ( 

the carpet-baggers, who are eating up ■' 

the BUbstanoe of the land. * 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

Large and Enthusiastic Demon ' 

stration at Fayette. o; 
-—-- W 

ien. Chalmers Received Midst the S1 

Booming of Cannon. f< 
___ h 

I'lie Ui-m«i'rat« Ili-xo!ve to lt«— p 
ilmn the tlounty. 8 

f 

1 Sheriff to bo Elected the 23d Inst v 

___I 

(pedal Telegram to the I.eclger.] 1 

Fayette, Miss., Aug. 16, 187b. 1 

There was a grand demonstration of 

lie Democracy hero on the 11th iust.; f 

ibout flfteeu hundred persons were pro- t 

lent. Gen. J. 15. Chalmers, tho uomi- 

ice for Congress from this district, was 

mihusiastieaily received mid the boom 

ag of cannon and loud cheers. There 

lever was a people more determined 
;han tho Democrats of Jefferson. 

Quito a number of colored men have 

pined Democratic Clubs, and partici- 
pated yesterday in the demonstration. 

The Sheriff s office in this county has 

oecome vacant in consequence of the 
Radical Sheriff, M. Howard, failing to 

make bon 1 as tho law required. There 
will be an election on the 23d inst. for 

Sheriff, and Mr. Joe McCormick has 

beenjnominated by the Democrats for 

tl oJ office. 
There was a Tildes and Hendricks 

pole raised here also, anil the iilden 

banner now waves to the breeze. The 

Democrats will carry this county in 

November. 
The Democrats of Jefferson and 

Franklin counties have not yet made 

any nomination for Senator, but it is 

safe to say a good man will be uomi-. 

uated and elected. 3 ■ D. 11. 

A It•'!>■■ 1>Iictl»'" View. 

A New Yolk Sun reporter recently 
interviewed u Mississippi Republican 
in Washington, who spoke at length 
upon the majority report of the recent 

Investigating Committee. He said that 

Boutwell had made an ass of himself 

in desiring to prove too much. He is 

convinced that a much more telling re- 

port might have been accomplished had 

no attempt been made to make out the 

Mississippi Legislature an illegal body, 
and so disqualify Lamar from entering 
(he Senate. He says that it is bound 
to fail, for even Ames lias bad to admit 
that a quorum of the State Legislature 
was legally elected, and that being the 

case, they were, under the Constitution, 
as absolute judges of the remainder’s 
title to their seats as is Congress to de- 

cide similar questions in regard to its 
own organization. This, he says, is the 

fatal spot in the report, and any talk 
that Ames was illegally forced to resign 
is sheer nonsense, not borne out by 
facts. He says that Ames recognized 
this Legislature by sending bis mes- 

sage to it, and when articles of im- 

peachment were preferred against him, 
lie sent to members of the Legislature 
and told them if they would give him a 

chance to retire honorably, he would do 

so, and that in case of their withdraw- 

ing articles of impeachment he, would 

resign. This'wfis done. If there bad 
been a ghost of a show for Ames, and 
be had lied an idea that he was being 
illegally coerced, he would have started 
for Washington by next train after Fed- 
eral aid. As it was, he was only too 

glad to escape without being made to 

pay the penalty of bis crimes. 

I'l-iiit* or ICutlfculKui. 
The trustees of the Peabody Educa- 

tional Fund met at the White Sulphur 
Springs, Greenbrier, W. Va., week be- 
fore last. The total amount spent last 

year was £99,150. The report shows a 

general flourishing condition of public 
schools in the Southern States, except 
in the three States of Florida, South 
Carolina and Louisiana, and INI r. Geo. 
Peabody Russell, who inis been spend- 
ing the last winter in the South, gave it 
as his opinion that nothing could be 

expected from these States in the way 
of advancing their educational interests 
until there wa3 a change in their State 

governments. 

lxnlit lirraiitry Kc-lMali- 
lislietl. 

We had sujiposed that the, days of 

Knight errantry were over, but such is 

not true. There is a crazy old fellow 

up North, Peter Cooper by name, that 
would make the old Spaniard, JJon 

Quixote, hang his head in shame. He 

imagines that the country is filled with 

giants, who hide in gold cellars, and 

with his faithful body-guard, S. F. 
Carey, he has started in search of them, 
determined to free all held by them as 

prisoners. After the 7th of November 
the valiant knight will discover that he 
has been laboring under a severe at- 
tack of monomania. 

Work for l,aw.vcn. 
The Meridian Mercury says Mr. C. 

IT. Williams lias sued F. T. Sanford, 
Es(j., (both these parties were charged 
with burning the Phoenix Hotel) for 
§8,700. Sanford then sued Williams 
for §4,100, money loaned since the 

burning of the Phoenix. Then Jo. 
Eakens, Esq., stepped up and sued both 

parties for the destruction of his prop- 
erty (his interest in the hotel) for §4,400. 
The suit can only be maintained by es- 

tablished facts as charged in the indict- 
ment for arson. Thus it may happen 1 

that the facts of burning the Phoenix 1 

may be brought out first on a civil suit. 

Krmrmber 1 li<- Sabbath, etc. 

Vicksburg and Meridian played a 

jaine of base ball lust Suuday week on I 
lie island opposite Vicksburg. Such £ 

jonduct on Sunday is disgraceful and < 
jails for the severest punishment. As i 
he island is uow (we presume it is, the f 
iver having changed its channel,) the { 
iroperty of Mississippi, the Sheriff of j 
iVarren county would have done a com- c 

uendable act by arresting every person i 

ngaged in that base game. Let the \ 

fraud jury look after them. 

Decidedly Encoaruglng. r 

Major E. Barksdale, who has just re- I 
urned from a trip North, writes us: i 
“The prospects for the election of a 

ur ticket in the Northern States aro t 

lecidedly encouraging. The ‘bloody I 
liirt’ is the principal stock in trade of v 

he Republican demagogues.” e 

mmtammmmasmaacammmmmmrnmmmmmmmmmmmtmmmm 

l.eltcr IVoni it BlrooUliaviiin. 
Effingham, III., Aug. J2th, '70. 

ilitor li rook ho ven Ledger:— 
A story is told of the Younger Hives, 
the old Congressional Globe, that 

ill bear repetition for the sake of an 

lustration. lie was remarkably h«rd j 
latured. According to liis own account 
e invited Mr. Richardson, the dintiu- 
uished member of Congress from this 

tate, the cotemporary and bosom t 

•ieud of Stephen A. Douglass, to dine 1 

•ith him at his house in Washington. J 
'lie ceremony of introduction to Mrs. 

lives, in her magnificent, parlor, had < 

ardly ended, when she stepped to the I 

oor and beckoned to lit r husband who 

allowed her to her room, where she 

hrew her arms around him aiul declai- 
d that through her whole life she had 

lone him gross injustice. “W hat s the 

natter,” said Rives. ‘‘My dear sir, 
aid his wife, “I have always believed 
ton were the ugliest man in Amciica, 
nit a glance at Richardson lias sudden- 

V overwhelmed me with a sense of my 
nistake.” 

Home how or other I had got the irn- 

iression that we in Lincoln county, and 

u South Mississippi generally, lived in 

he poorest and least inviting portion 
.1 the State. A glance at the country 
ictweeu Jackson and Grand Junction, 
'rom the cars, has suddenly overwhelm- 

'd me with a sense of mjr,mistake. I 

uimit that this may not be a fair index 
to the interior, but if it is, wiThave 

nothing to fear from a comparison. 
Barren fields, occupied with the devour- 

ing sedge, railway stations, captured by 
dog fennel, and impenetrable jungles, 
intersperse and make up the country on 

the line. The towns look dilapidated, 
thriftless and unclean, and it b not a 

matter of wonder to me that the will-to- 

do Yankees in the crowded districts of 

the North, seeking homes in the Smith 

and lur Wist, pass by Mississippi, i he, 
specimen one sees from the oar wiodow 

is altogether repulsive. What ii the 

matter? Laziness! laziues Cttton! 

cotton! Politics! polities! Ibis bar- 

ren and unproductive desert in the j 
hands of the average Yankee Tould; 
bloom and blossom. 

A a ,r,,t li.t.i Tl-n MPSHi ■! ■ thill!7l llllt ! 

on a differeut appearance. The ields 
are all cultivated on the lino of the 
road, and the corn is really s| Uulid, 
and the tobacco is so unusiu tine. 

We tixik a sleepoi t *’;,i,'o1 t > wake 
up in the morning t or for y miles 
from St. Louis and upu u 

country that makes a >. glad ti see 

and of which the eyes never tire. 
Fields where green corn stands oi the 
laud at the rate of seventy-five to one 

hundred bushels per acre; ever) tell 
miles a city, and cattle and horse lat 
and sleek; milch cows such ns we ever 

see South, mid no loungers at th de- 
pots! Think of that, There wasposi 
tively at the stations no body blit that; 
seemed to be engaged at sometiing. 
Two or three men handling tmgage, | 
express matter, the mails and flight, 
with the persons getting on and oi, are 

all you see. That, too, in towns olfour 
to six thousand inhabitants! 

t)n our wav to St. Louis we fel in 
with the editor ol the Water \ J1 -y 
Central and his amiable fife, 
who, like ourselves, were on a sglit 
seeing expedition to Phihulelfhia. 
Mr. Brown is the successor of his 
late witty and accomplished both- 
er, who wan familiarly kuown^ in 
our State as “Central Brown.” lv*y 
made a welcome addition to ofu~ pmy 
and With them, at St. Louis, we visited 
several places of interest, Lufuy&tc 
Park >vml Shaw's Garden being he 

principal. 
The former is an immense landscape 

garden of fifty or eighty acres, laid off' 
in broad avenues, through trees of ev- 

ery variety, interspersed with flowers 
and plants of various and varieited 
types and shades. There are sunfupr 
houses and seats under shades, md 
walks that cross each other thrcigh 
grassy plots as rich and green as gjeen 
can be. There are grand bronze Stat- 
ues of distinguished men and eisl rns 

of cooling water and fountninsthat 
send up their crystal showers in tlijsun 
shine. There is an artificial lake, vitb 
its miniature islands of qnarSz roekand 
green plots, where the beautiful wan 

and the wild goose (tamed) diport 
themselves. There are pretty picture 
boats at the bank and bread seat on 

shore. Altogether it is a lovely pace. 
They have a grand stand in the oeitre, 
surrounded with seats, where, a the 
expense of the city, on Saturdays and j 
Thursdays, a hand of musicians, with | 
every variety of instruments, play for 
the entertainment of visitors. And 
here the crowded city throws off its 
care and finds rest and recreation; here 
the rich and the poor jostle each other 
without offence, ns they alike drink in ; 
the sights and sounds anil fragrance 
which fills the place. 

But the greatest curiosity we havf j1 
L,fl 1. Ol* /1 

den. That lies about six miles from 
the city. It is owned by an immensely 1 

rich old bachelor, who has filled it at a 
fabulous cost with all the rare shrubs 1 

end flowers and trees tliat money will 1 

buy in Europe nud America and from ' 
the islands of the sea. He employs I 
hundreds of laborers and one half do’z- 1 
eu scientific botanists, at large sala- < 

ries to classify and keep up and multi- t 

ply his collections. Nothing is f<.r sale 
and nothing is charged -visitors o the 
grounds. The attraction to this splen- f 
did garden is such that there is a regu- 1 
lar line of hacks running from tie ter- t 
minus of the street cars to the garden ( 

every twenty mintues. You fhiMaiut- * 

ed on the hacks, “To Shaw’s Gapen,” f 
and the Owner of tlio tine is slid to he f 

making more money on his investment e 
than the street cars make for the same f 
listance on their’s. j c 

Would you not like to kno\t how we c 

jame to stop at Effingham? Yell, my t 
etter is getting too long or I rould tell \ 

you. 1 
We leave to-day at noon foi Chicago, fi 

rill we reach Niagara, good-l'. i 

Pxney Voods. t 

CkeerinK !%’ew« from I|Inois. 1 

A gentleman writing to us rom Illis J. 
lois gives the following ex jouraging s 

eport: 
“I thought I would let thefeaders of I 

■our spirited paper know kowtilden and j 
lendricks are received in this State. n 

rhere is a strong under current running j 
ox them. The people are beginning to > 

ee to support Hayes, is endorsing e 

Jrautism only under another name, and f 
f he is elected that he will keep in of- f- 

ee all of the present thieves that are t 

rowing fat upon the spoils of the tax ® 

ayers. All are buoyant with the hope v 

f victory. The most prominent and a 

xfluential Democrats claim the State o 

'ill go Democratic by thirty thousand.” * 

The Centennial has a bad effeet j 
pon the memory of newspaper editors. £ 

ini; a short time ago CoL Shannon vis- * 

,ed the big show and wrote something j 
bout the house in which Franklin wrote [ 
le Declaration of Independence. Now I 

iove, of the West Point Advertiser, ^ 
rites, “the acquittal of Babcock is the J 
irrent topic of the day.” 1 

ADDRESS 
OF TUB 

ST AT K EX F.C UT1 VE”COX H ITT E E. 

OF THE 

Democratic-Conservative Party. 
[’iiqus. Ex. Dkm. and Con. Party, / 

J At kson M iss., Aug ust 3, 1878. i 
"o the Peojile of JU ississippi: 
The pending Presidential election, 

lie third since the war, will he followed 
iv such grave and important 
ulta, not only to the people of 
his State anti of the entire 
iouth, but to the whole Union, 
hat it cannot fail to excite, in all 
hoiigbtful minds, the liveliest enterest 
itid the most profound solicitude. 

In the election of 1888, the people of 
Mississippi were not allowed to partioi- 
>ate. In the election 1872, the result 
mis practically decided a month before 
he formal voting was held, hence the 
nti rest in it was languid uud lukewarm. 

The pending election is, therefore, 
iraoticidlv the first since the close of the 
"nr, in which the people of this State 
will have a fair opportunity of discliag- 
ng that highest of all duties of citizen- 
ship—participation in the selection of a 
I hief Magistrate of the Union. 

How much of weal or woe for tliepeo- 
ple, shall result from this election, will 
lie seen from a comparison of those pe- riods of our past history, in which the 
lioverument was administered by able 
ind patriotic men, who so'ught oulv the 
public good, with those years in which 
iucomjieteney and selfishness, and a 

disregard of the public welfare were 
conspicuous in the administration—a 
notable instance of ^lie latter being the 
last eight years. _ 

1 he condition of the whole country is 
now such, that the greatest caution 
should lie exercised in the selection of 
the man, who is to preside over its des- 
tinies. 

Never before in the history of the- 
Union, w as there such universal dis- 
tress of the people, nor so great waste 
:ml extravagance in public administra- 
tion, and never before sueli absolute 
ind cynical contempt on the part of ru- 
lers for the distressed condition of all 
classes of citizens. Capital is hoarded, 
because it distrusts all securities oflered 
for its investment. Labor is uuemploy- 
•d, factories are stopped, and the pro- 
1,.,a.. ,,r e.,.1.1. 
.; ...... v 

:he eost of production. All industries 
ire prostrated, and the very well- 
iprings of our National prosperity seem 
o be unnaturally closed. Notwith- 
standing all these distresses, Radical 
eaders oppose all attempts to reduce 
Dulilic expenditures, and all efforts to 
•eform abuses of administration, and 
dl measures to prevent plunder of the 
foverumetit. Rut recently a promi- 
lent official delinquent was boldly de- 
luded before the Radical Senate, upon 
he pica of a common infamy—a common 
dadical usage to make unlawful gains 
is perqisite.s of office. 

The earnest endeavors of the Detno- 
■rutie House of Representatives and of 
iberal Republicans to secure economy 
md reform have been thwarted by 
tersisteut opposition of the Radical 
Senate and of the President. 

This sad condition of affairs is not 
iccident; nor even temporary, unless 
lie causes which have produced it be 
removed. It results from governmeu- 
;al action based on the false pretense, 
Introduced into American politics In 
he party now in power, that official 
ulnee is a perquisite, or property-right 
>f the incumbent, and not a high trust 
o bo held only tor the public good. 
Prom this pernicious doctrine have 
rrown the large increase in official sala- 
ries and fees, the creation of new and 
useless offics, mid the appointment to 
offic e of persons related to, or m some 

way bound to the appointing power; 
and the poms * prop- 
er disalijape rum afc 
also has tuning tiia*otner" Heresy, fffiw 
so.widely embraced hv the party is the 
supreme law of political action. Per- 
sonal loyally to party, and party 
leaders, has been substituted for devo- 
tion to the common goo,!. 

There can be no change for the better 
in onr condition. Until there is a change 
—radical and thorough—in the princi- 
ples and methods on which the govern- 
ment is now nd min’stored. There must, 
lie speedy and thorough reform, or $na- 
tjonal death—the overthrow of those 
jrent maxims of popular freedom, on 

which our fathers established the I nion 
_[a sure to follow. itliout such re- 

form, our prosperity ns a people, and 

vmsequent ability to maintain the pub- 
ic credit, is impossible. Continual 
cfficial plunder and abuse are ruin, both 
o the people and to the public credi- 
or. This false Radical theory of per- 
cotial government, which assumes 

hat public officials are the mas- 

ers, not the servants of the people, 
neons a reduction of all classes and 

■onditinns to an abject slavery, under 
subjection to corrupt rulers. 

u-i.o rcoi’PKsitv for reform has become 
0 apparent flint many Republicans 
mve united with the Democrats to se-1 
•lire it. Tn prevent the accession of 

.fliers, the Radical managers profess a 

impose to reform. These professions 
inv!' often before been made by tliern, 
■ml are sent forth as regular precursors 
if important elections, but they have 

,ot in any instance, been redeemed. 
1'hev are but pretenses of a sort of 

leath-bed repentance, forgotten as 

he exigency which extorted them has 

iflssed away; they are the last refuge of 

lie detected malefactor, by which he 

I0PPR to escape the punishment due to 

os crimes, and to acquire opportune 
ics f >r the renewal of his guilty career. 

)tir Saviour accepted the repentance of 

lie thief on the cross, brt the Ora- 

iecient One knew that the sufferer, re- 

ewed as well as crucified, desired no 

mtlif'r opportunity for theft. It would 

.e a fact unprecedented in history, 
Imt a party which had for sixteen years 
rown more and more corrupt on each 

uceeeding success, more and more for- 
ptful of the principles and policies nec- 

ssnrv for good government, should 

nddeulv, after a new lease of power 
ranted by the people,! and a new en- 

orsement of its coiubiet, eouelnded to 

ease doing evil, nud to relinquish 
ho=e practices of abuse and plunder 
,hich had been the main cause of its co- 

esion, as well as the leading aim of its 

dministration. But if the Radical 

lanagers had the power and disposi- 
iou to reform, still they should not be 

ntrusted with a longer continuance in 

ower. The public need now is, for a 

arty which shall reform the govern- 
lent, not one which shall profess a dfe- 
ire to purify itself. 
On the great issue of the canvass, 

leform, the Democratic party has pluc- 
d itself in that position which clial- 

;nges the admiration of the country 
nd demands the confidence of the peo- 
le. its nominee for the Presidency is 
ot an untried man. He stands pre- 
mineut as an calmest ami intelligent 
“former, thoroughly tried in high of- 
ce and found invincibly firm, unscl- 
sh, honest and capable in administra- 
•atiou and all official action. Pure in 
liaracter ami conduct, and too firm and 

idependent to be led or moulded to do 

roifg, his whole history is but a record 
f aggressive warfare upon, and triumphs 
ver official corruption, waste and ex- 

•a valance. He has convicted the 

lieves, Democrats and Republicans, 
1 his own State, and sent them to the 

enitentiary. He has selected for of- 
ce not his parasites and flatterers,— 
or yet mere party hacks, but able, ef- 
cicnt and honest men. He has stop- 
ed all waste, cut off every useless ex- 

ense, reduced disbursement to the 
•west standard compatible with ef- 

cieney. and has, in less than two 
ears reduced the taxes of the State of 
few York, over seven millions of dol- 
us. On this record, and on account 

:>f it, Mr. Tililen received at tbo St. 
Louis Convention a large majority of 
the votes on tlie first ballot, against 
many able, pure and distinguished 
statesmen, and on the second ballot he 
was nominated almost unanimously. Far 
different was the fate of Mr. Bristow in 
the Cincinnati Convention. His fol- 
lowing was almost contemptible in num- 

bers. He was rudely pushed aside by 
that Convention, and was then expell- 
ed from the cabinet of President Grunt, 
because he bad shown a disposition to 

punish speculators on the public 
treasury. A party, which, acknowl- 

edging its administration of u Hairs to 

be inefficient and corrupt, at the same 

time discountenancing and punishing 
ri al reformers, cannot lie trusted to re- 

form tlm abuses w hich have grown up 
under its patronage and favor. The Re- 

publican party reformed world lose its 

identity and cease to be itself. Reforma- 
tion ill that party can result only from 
dissolution first, and resurrection after- 
wards. Let its dissolution conic now, 
restoration he left to that period when 
a just but inscrutable Providence may, 
with pestilence and famine, add to the 
reforming agencies for a sinful nation, 
the curses of misrule. 

The Republican party lias grown cor 

nipt, through long years of wasteful 

expenditures and abuse of administra- 
tion. 

It is far otherwise with the Demos 
cratic party. For sixteen years it has 
been excluded from power, and under- 
gone discipline of adversity. It 1ms j 
been tlie victim, not the bom lieiary, ot j 
had government. Its aim, its politics, j 
ami its traditions all lead it to a pure 
and just administration. It lmd its j 
birth with the Constitution; it witness- 
ed the rise and subsequent progress of | 
this great nation, and directed, in tlie! 
main, tbe agencies through which this! 
greatness was achieved. It w ill perish | 
only when the Constitution itself shall 
no longer be reverenced and obeyed. 
Its policies have been broad and nation- 

al; its aims have been, by Constitution- 
al and legal methods, to do the great- 
est good to the greatest number, in ail 
parts of our common country. All its 
struggles with the great old \Yhig par- 
ty, were but contests of generous rival- 
ry, liow best, and how most to promote 
the public good. It has always been 
the firm friend of the laboring classes, 
who, in great part, have always been its 
1‘inei support. ill uie KuiutJ umr, u uw 

been just anil conservative to capital 
It has kept down, when in power, all 
antagonism between labor and capital, 
by being just to both. Under its lea- 
dership and management, the nation 
acquired its marvelous growth, and Un- 
people steadily advanced in enlighten- 
ment. morality and material prosperi- 
ty. Under its policy we had no o*ver 

; grown wealth, no squalid poverty. Tin 
Opportunities for the sudden acquisi- 
tion of immense individual forluues, 
and the circumstances which ground tin- i 
poor to a harder and more hopeless 
poverty, were alike wanting under its 
rule. 

But let ns see what local reasons, j 
pertaining to the State of Mississippi, j 
exist for preference for Mr. Tilden. In- j 
dependent of the- manifold ami weight; 
reasons which should, and we firmly 
believe will, control the preference of 
the Ame rican people for Mr. Tilden, we 

have still others of even greater mo- 

ment ami concern to us in Mississippi, 
which should cause eve ry citizen e>f the 
State to use every exertion in his pow j 
<-r to secure the election of flic Demo 
cratic candidates for President and 
Vice President. 

The history of the Republican party 
in Mississippi is a sail record to the 
people, mid a blot upon free ins! tu 
tions. Its advent into power here 
found the people indeed poor from a 

long and exhausting war, yet lightly 
burdened with taxation and engaged in 
ac earnest effmjtto restore prosperity. 

TIim:- rgPVMMlmng in harmonk 
am! i^se. di.-Urn*^ 
no jeW'Uie'^i .-^RfHIVzod ft/.* inJJ 
t nal dependence' •'<’ the otlnT 
The offices in the main were filled iff 
honest and capable men. This state of 
affairs did not suit the adventurers win- 

had migrated hither to both r their for 
tunes. The colored people were organ- 
ized into secret leaugnes, and taught to 

regard all Southern white men as their 
natural enemies. They got possession 
of the State, and most of the county 
governments, and there ensued a oarni- 
val or crime and official malfeasance, 
that beggars description. The salaries ; 
nnd fees of all officers were largely in- 
creased, new and useless offices were 

created, nnd taxes levied almost to the 
exti lit of confiscation. 1 he officials they 
placed fn power were, with a few- exccp 
tions, incompetent or corrupt, and, 
frequently, both. Judges were ap- 
pointed to office who had never evtn 

stmTed law; others were selected whose 
legal learning was of that meagre sort, 
that defii d discovery in their official ac- 

tion. Clerks •Sheriffs and Tax Cullec- 
tors, Assessors and Supervisors were 

elected who could not read nor write, 
and who were utterly irresponsible. 
Their straw bonds were generally made 
bv a class of penniless bond makers. 
A United States Senator, and after- 
wards Governor, was elected—a stran- 

ger to our people nnd without sympa- 

thy in their destinies and fortunes. He 
was not even a citizen of the State prior 
to his election, and on his election from 
office, he remained indoubt whether he 
would renew that shadowy and fliting 
sojourn, which, in Republican practice, 
constituted residence and citizenship. 

Tue legislature, cnargeu wnu hu- 

high duty of making laws for a great 
eommonwealth, was composed, in the 
main, of ignorant negroes, who owned 
their election to race prejudice which 
they skillfully inflamed, and of schem- 
ing" and corrupt aliens, and strangers, 
who sought power solely for their per- 
sonal advantage. 

The administration of justice became 
a farce, and the entire government was 

a grotesque, sham, possessing no pow- 
er for good, and effective only for evil. 
Sudden and large fortunes were made 
by officials, and the people grew poorer 
and poorer every day. Taxes we re in 
creased more than 1,000 per cent, and 
yet tli£ public debt was increased at 
the rate of nearly §500,000 a year. 

All this was done for the mereordina- 
ry expenses of the government—for no 

public works of any sort were made. 
Under this great calamity, the want of 
credit by the State, usua'ly considered 
a misfortune and a reproach was a sig- 
nal benefit; money could not be borrow- 
ed on the faith of the State. Onrsituation 
was so calamitous that the mistakes and 
errors of all former administrations be- 
came a refuge from plunder and op- 
pression. Reference is here made to 
the appendix for some figures showing 
the waste and corruption of the Rad- 
cal party. 

Under this rule every industry lan- 
guished, every enterprise failed, every 
noble aspiration for the public good was 

discountenanced. Every surplus dollar 
produced was demanded by the inexor- 
able tax-gatherers. Nothing prospered 
but office-bolding. Tbe wealth of the 
State diminished every year, steadily 
and rapidly. In 1870, the assessed val- 
ue of the property of the State was 

§101,000,000; in 1875 it was barely 
§120.000,000. 

In the meantime we remonstrated 
and petitioned. In January, 1875, the 

largest convention ever held in the 
State met to petition for a redress of 
grievances. It was non-partizau. Re- 
publicans as well as Democrats partici- 
pated in its deliberations; and among 
them was an ex-member of Congress 
(Mr, Morphis), another, a Republican 
candidate forLieutenant-Gsivernor (Mr. 
Jamison), and another, an ex-Auditor 
of Public Accounts (Mr. Musgrove). 
This convention prepared and presented 
a respectful petition to the Legislature 
then in session, setting forth the griev-. 

ances of the people and the proper rem- 

edy. The Hon. Geo. C. McKee, Re- 

publican member of Congress, in a tet- 

ter published in the Weekly l ini ex, 

said of this petition that it was ‘‘the 
ablest paper lie had seen in Mississippi 
in many years:” “it was singularly and 

carefully nou-partizan,” "that the 

grievances complained of were well 
founded—the evils sought to be rrm 

edit’d were ‘enormous;’ yet the Keg 
islature treated it with absolute con- 

tempt, (see appendix). Many leading 
Republicans declared (and among them 
Attorney General Harris) that unles! 
tliere was some reform in the party it 
would be defeated. Rut the party wai 

deaf to all these appeals, and continued 
their career of usurpation and plunder. 
They “laughed at our calamities and 
mocked” at our fears. They denounced 
our respectful remonstrances as tht 
“bowlings” of faction. At length us tin 
election for 1875 approached, it win 

found that the Republican party had 
fallen to pieces by its corruption,— it 
was rent by division and dissension. In 
each of two Congressional District! 
there were rival conventions, each 
claiming to be regular, and each mak- 
ing a nomination,w hich claimed the loy- 
alty of the party. In a third the nom- 

ination was secured by a fraud so pat 
ent, that the nominee, after vainly en- 

deavoring to reconcile the opposing 
wing, w’ss compelled to decline just on 

the eve of the election. In a fourth, 
one of the tried and trusted leaders 
(McKee) who had served for three 
terms, was set aside, under circumstan- 
ces that caused the nominee to lose the 
support of the defeated aspirant and 
his friends. A large number of Repub- 
licans resolutely refused to follow Gov. 
Ames, who was freely denounced as 

both incompetent and selfish; and 
charged with fomenting riot and mur- 

der for bis own advancement and that 
of bis party. 

These cirenmstan* s furnished up 

opportunity for vtetory. The oppor- 
tunity was seized, and with what result 
is well known. As soon however, up 

the government passed into the hnnd! 
of the Conservatives, we began to hem 
that the election was carried by forct 
and fraud,—this, too, in many instun- 
ci s, coming from the lies of the very men 

who lmd contributed to our success by 
voting for our candidates and smypa- 
tln'zmg with our aims. 

The success of the Democratic-Con- 
servative party in 187”), marks the be- 
ginning to a new era in Mississippi. 
The power thus won lias been used 
with moderation and wisdom. Evert 
pledge which the party made to tbt 
people has been fully redeemed. Tht 
Judiciary lias been reformed. The 
Judges and Chancellors are men ol 

learning, character and ability. Justict 
is administered speedily and impartial- 
ly. Crimes is punished and lawless, 
ness suppressed. No citizen of any 
race nr class, can justly say, that he hat 
been injured or oppressed in anyway, 
by the government; and there is none 

who does not feel more secure in person 
and property, than under Radical rule. 
Taxation, notwithstanding provision 
has been made for the payment of a 

large debt created by the Republicans, 
has has been reduet d nearly one-half. 
Salaries and fees have been reduced, 
whilst the service officials lias been 
greatly improved. The common school 
syptem has been extended and cheapen- 
ed. In short, instead of a corrupt 
and incompereut government, at a cos! 
ntailing taxation amounting to con- 

fiscation we have m w as the result of our 

success in 1875, a pure, able and ef- 
ficient administration, at a rate of tax- 
ation greatly reduced and still capable 
of further reduction when we shall 
have paid oil the debt created by tin 
Republican party. 

There art* yet other reforms, to be 
completed at the next session of the 
Legislature. .\b.ong these, is e revis- 
ion cTRhe eriidejeuntradietorv and un- 
digested leg!sh|pPft which thy Repub- 
lican pait.y anaing^ojir stat- 
lter; a simplification itoj oh .^^iung ol 
the adminiAration* of justice; a still 
hirther revision of our financial system 
l*v which ti e public burdens wm be1 
still more lessened, and industrious la- 
bor still more relieved from taxation; a 

revision and simplification of the laws 
'or the sale of lands for taxes, by which, 
in a wilful default in the payment of the 
low easily paid taxes on lauds, a sale 
■nn be made which will confer a good i 
iile, whereby the public revenue will 
ie fairly collected and the industrious 
nboring population of the State may 
icquire homesteads at a sroe)l price. 

We repeat, the laboring classes have 
ilways been favorites of the Democratic 
wty. Many of the brightest and 
uost trusted leaders of the party have 
■prang from the laboring classes, and it 
s now, and has always been, the boast 
md pride of the party, that, under its 
icnign policies, there is no position 
n society, untainted with crime or bad 
ronduct, which is a bar to promotion. 
IV liilst this is its position with refer- 
■nce to labor, it is equally protective 
is to capita!—since it is impossible 
,liat industrious labor can ever better 
ts condition, unless its gains be pro- 
eeted by the Government. 

The issue is now presented to the 
ipople of the State, whether they will 
mrrenderthe great fruits of the victory 
if the last year—will all the State h 

igam tan into me lemoie condition 

rom which it lias been rescued; or by a 

minly and vigorous efforts to plant 
heir fortunes and destinies forever be- 
j-oiul the control of tlie men who have 
•aused us so much ruin. Shall the for- 
unes and destinies of the people be 
mce more committed to men whose 
niarule, for six years, destroyed every 
•estige of our prosperity, and infused 
nto all official action the spirit of sel- 
ishness and contempt for the public 
food? 

It. after having got possession ot 

lie Government and used our power 
w isely and for the public weal, we 

:anno't, or do not. retain it. what pros 
reel will there ever he again to have 
air and honest Government in Mis- 
iissippi ? 

The Radical lenders in Mississippi 
ire determined to leave no stone tin- 

urned and spare no effort to wrest 
he Government from tho honest and 

capable hands in which it now i* 
shall we be less energetic and earnest 
or good, than they for evil? Tin 
uiswer we seek to these questions, 
s the thorough and immediate organ 
zalion of all good citizens for the ap- 
iroaehing election. 

There is everything to inspire us to 

iction—the great evils of Radical rule 
o bo averted—tho great benefits ot 

food government to be secured and 

perpetuated. There is no reason for 
lespair or discouragement. Everv- 
ahere throughout the Union, the 
friends of reform and honest govern- 
ment are rallying around tlie staud- 
ird of the St. Louis nominees, with 
teal, energy and hope. There are no 

aggards iii the camp, and none who 
joubt as to success. Our deliberate 
ndgment, from a calm and impartial 
.urvey of the field, is that is that it is 
mpossible 10 defeat Tilden and llen- 
Iricks; and that on the 4th of March 
icxt they will be installed into power, 
w ith so near an approach to unauimi- 
y, that the dissentients will be mark- 
>’d by the circle which encloses the 
ngoted and unreasoning partisan,and 
lie con upt and scheming placemen, 
who have so long preyed upon the 
ndustriesol the country. 

Nor do we doubt that the voice of 
Mississippi will be in accord with 
hat of her sister Democratic States 
>f the Union. The power of the ene- 

ny lias been broken, the charm of in- 
vincibility no longer exists. Nor 
nil! the threatened intervention of 
;he military be of any avail, for there 
8 no law by which a despotic JYesi- 

! (l<mI can employ the imnv in eontrnl- 
Iinelections. Troop# indeed nmy bo 
sent to the bta'o, but they wilt lie lit- 

telly no.werlee# for evil, utiles* our 

friends, under a mi.-taken view ol the 
military power, sliull be di«p>uiagnd 

| and disheartened. 
K it were at all necessary,we should 

j urge yoii lo pcaee and good order—a 
| resort to law for the redress of 
j wrong1, rather than violence; but tlio 
I patient submission w ith which you 
bore instill anil wrong in adversity, 
admonish us that the like moderation 
and torbearnnee will characterize your 
condui t now. 

I,el every friend of honest govern- 
ment go to work ; sec that all regia ter, 

land that all vile. Let no man, either 
from over confidence or indifference, 
fail to contribute hi* full slmic lo tld* 
second redemption of Mi*sls«ippi 
from that greatest of all euilhly mis 
fortunes, the restoration of Radical 
rule. 

Mississippi has now for the lii-t 
time since the war, the opportunity 
ot doing a great service to tlio whole 
country, by contributing patriotically 
and tmselfi-hlv to that reform, now 

[sadly needed over/" here. In taking 
this'action, she remembers nothing 

lot the past, in anger or disappoint- 
ment. She recognizes that she i* a 

member of an indissoluble L’nion.nmi 

j that Ibis association imposes on her 
high duties to her sister common- 
wealths. The-o duties *lie proposes 

| to discharge for the good of the entire 
j country, in no te’,il-ii or sectional spii 
j it, ami seeking no other advantage to 

herself, than such a* mav result from 
the blessings of a government, just to 
aII and equal in its benefactions and 
ill its burdens. She a-k* no control- 
ling voice in the government for her- 
selfor section, no conspicuous place 

I for her sous, no bounty from the Na- 
I tionnl Treasury. i*he claims only 
j thB her children Btav not be treated 
las aliens In the lain! of their birth, 
land that when commissioned to rep- 
] resent let- interests amt her aspira- 
tions in the common council of tho 
^Nation, 111%;y inav uu juiuwcu Mini 

} modesty and moderation to co-operate 
jin the advancement of the Nation's 
welfare. Tf there he those, within, or 

oil*side her borders, who shall falsely 
lit tribute to her other motives, who 
similarhallenge her patriotism, or 

charge her with an ambition to Join- 
| iimte through partisan agencies and 
| party alliances, and thus rekindle 
against us the fires of sectional hate, 

; she will make no other answer, than 
j refer to her history ol the olden time, 
j when in the Imlls of Congress, on the 
plains of C’liulmett?, and on bloody 
fields in Mexico, she honestiy endeav- 
ored, as now, to contribute her full 
share to the good of the common 

j Union- 
; J. 2- George. Chairman ; F. Labanve, 

John A. Binford, E. C. Walthall. 
Geo. L Poller, A. T. Bonne, E. W. 
Magrudtr, J. 1). Vertner, II. M. 
Street, W. A. Percy, W. II. It. 
Tison, Thos. B. S\ kes, Thos. W. 
Harris, John W. Smith, L. A. 

Campbell, E. Richardson, J. It. 
Chris man, T. V. Noland. 

Cliilti Side*. 

! We call particular attention to the 
following synopsis of the majority and 
minority reports of the {senatorial Com- 
mittee sent here to investigate our af- 
fairs: 

The report presented by Senator 
Bout well, in behalf of the majority of 
the Mississippi Investigating Commit- 
tee, reaches the conclusion that the pre- 
sent Legislature of Mississippi was 

elected by fraud aud intimidation, and 
is, thc^forc, not a legal lady. The 
resign .Won of Governor Ames is not 
amenable to any ja-t charge affecting 
his and iitnesa us Chief Mag- 
istrate; tea* there wia no foundation 
Tor rep.j.-t?mart negrcPfe were arms 1, rr 
were timi ng, and massing in l*#e bod- 
ies for the destruction of the *>..> tcs< 
there being no such organizations, and 
the negroes were net Armed generally; 
that outrages were perpetrated in the 
counties of Alcorn, Amite, Chickasaw, 
Claiborne, Clay, Copiah, DeSoto, Gre- 
nada, Hinds. Holmes, Kemper, Lee, 
Lowndes, Madison, Marshall, Monroe, 
Noxubee, Rankin, Scott, Warren,Wash- 
ington aud Yazoo; and thut the Demo- 
cratic victory in the State was due to 
the outrages so perpetrated. If, in the 
counties named, there had been a fair 
election, Republican candidates would 
have been chosen; that the State of 
Mississippi is at present under the con- 

trol of political organizations, composed 
largely of armed men, whose common 

purpose is to deprive the negroes of 
the free light of sufliago; that these or- 

ganizations will, if left to themselves, 
retain control by force aud fraud; that 
the power of the National Government 
will be invoked, aud should be exercis- 
ed, in order to make good its guarantee 
of a Republican form of government to 
the State of Mississippi. 

The minority of the committee, 
Messrs. Bayard and McDonald, present 
their views at length. They say if the 
testimony touching the subjects within 
the scope of the resolution of the Sen- 
ate could be reduced to such as is re- 

ceivable under the rules of evidence, as 

recognized courts of justice and by the 
Senate while sitting as a Court, the tes- 
timony taken in Mississippi by this 
Committee would be confined to a dozen 
pages of manuscript. The rest is rumor, 
hearsay aud opinion. Not only so, but 
nearly all the witnesses examined for 
what may be termed the prosecution of 
the white people of the State of Missis- 
sippi were defeated candidates in the 
election of 1875, or other interested 
supporters or persons who had lost and 
failed of re-appointment. Most of the 
witnesses, when pinned down by cross- 
examination to give names of persons 
coueerued and dates, were directly and 
flatly contradicted as to those facts, and 
many of the occurrences either shown 
to have been not only untrue but im- 
possible, or else accompanied by facts 
which subjected them to a totally dif- 
ferent construction. A large body of 
these witnesses were negroes of the 
most iguoiant and uncivilized descrip- 
tion, who did not hesitate to state any- 
thing, and whoso declarations were fre- 
quently of the wildest and most absurd 
character. 

The minority enter upon a complete 
review of Governor Ames’ administra- 
tion, showing at length its corruptions, 
the ignorance of its officials, many of 
whom could not read and write; the dis- 
cussion of the dissensions in the Re- 
publican party which drove Ames from 
power; the great discontent which fol- 
lowed these dissensions; the enslave 
ment of the colored people to his will; 
the colored militia organization and 
war-like preparations; orders for the 
same, etc., etc. They then speak of 
Ames’ direct responsibility for his own 

party’s overthrow as follows: “iheap- 
prehensions of both races thus excited 

grew to fever-heat, and ft oondition of 
affairs absolutely alarming to the stout- 
est hearts prevailed over the State of 

Mississippi, and at last peuetrated tk.> 
mind of Governor Ames himself. Ho 
had conjured up a spirit of despair and 
anxiety upon the part of the unhappy 
people over whom he had been placed 
to rule which threatened to wrap that 
State in flame and'blood. He threaten- 
ed to remove the Sheriff of Yazoo coun- 
ty by force of armed militia, and the 
troubles in that county, which led to 
the killing of several ^colored Repub- 
lican lenders, the demoralization of the 
Republican forces and their practical 
abandonment of the canvass, are di- 
rectly traceable to the threat of an arm- 
ed military expedition organized by 
Ames to roplaoe Morgan by force in 
the Sheriff s offloe then held by another 
white Republican.” 


