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HELPFUL DATHY NOTES. 

On -fee Itlqr farm a short system 
era® uMIm removes old fields; 

put* all MM9* nearer to the manure 
and fertiliser OMi I»hmm the var
iety of tie feed*, adds to their value 
through &a Imnm la their protein 
content and t« Mr palatafclllty and 
ease of dlgestlaa. 

Food and fool KdMbt (or the 
dairy ltei at the fNadatlon of success
ful dairying. Unless the foundation la 
well lald the business will be a failure. 

Dairying today is the leading branch 
of farming, brlnglhg to the farmer the 
meet .money and leaving the land In 
the best possible condition to continue 
Its production. ; ::r| i 

Cows for marlcet are as much a 
product of our dairy business as milk 
and butter, and many farmers are 
finding good profits In. growing and 
selling good dairy cows to their broth, 
er dairymen who are not In a position 
to false their own cows. 

AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT. 

The report of another experiment, 
which was with forty-nine flesh-eat
ers and flesh-abstainers, showed, that 
those who either abstained from n\eat 
altogether or ate It sparingly, had 
greater endurance than thors who ate 
meat In the ordinary quantities. 

Prof. Fisher Is an economist and 
not a physiologist, and is making these 
studies solely to get at the practical 
truth as to what the factors are 
which Induce fatigve, for It Is fatigue 
which sets the limit io the day's out
put of a man. He shows that hi we 
et and what we eat are of greater 
Importance tlian the amount we eat. 

BIG PROFITS IN TRAPPING 
A FE.W HOURS EACH DAY DURING THE DULL SEASON ON 

THE, FARM DEVOTED TO TRAPPING AFFORDS GREAT 
PLE.ASURE. AND RECREATION AND BECOMES ; 
V A SOUR.CE OF REVENUE AS WELL 

PRESENT PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

By M. A. COVERDELL. 
*»>-

8eli all the old scrub fowls and put 
the money Into ptue bred'roosters-
no Matter If you do have to pay from 
SIS to US, 

Those who have never seen Mexi
can corn will certainly be interested 
in it. The- ripe grain of this novel 
variety is black or bluish black, but 
when In condition tot the table looks 
remarkably white. Many consider 
this the swea!jst and most tender var
iety of Sweet Corn. v.. 

If you have plenty of silage no dan
ger of the milk flow falling oil. If 
you haven't you will have learned a 
lesson. 

Common game .traps are now used 
almost exclusively by experienced 
trappers. They are easily moved about 
from place to place', require but a mo
ment to set, and may be. secreted any
where desired, on land or under 
water. 

For general purposes we find a 
number 1 trap, of standard make, to 
be very satisfactory, (some use 1V4 
for raccoon and similar sized ani
mals.) 

Where beaver, otter and such large 
animals are bought, larger traps must 
of course be obtained. 

It is also desirable to \provlde somo 
sort of ^mall firearms for dispatching 
the animals after being captured. A 
22-callber revolver is well adapted to 
this, as any larger ball would damage 
the skin and lower its value. 

Always shoot the animals about the 
head and if In the eye or the ear. so-

from the den. If a spring is near the 
den, a baited trap near the water will 
be pretty certain to catch the whole 
den of animals in a few nights. 

Always aim to select a spot for a 
brited trap where there are good 

B. Baft. 

much the better, as there will be 
fewer holes in the skin. ^ 

The rule is that any month con
taining an "r" is suitable for trapping. 
This is true; but in all temperate 
climates fur is not prime as early as 
September. One must be guided 
largely by local climatic conditions in 
sc'ecting the proper season for trap
ping. and also learn that the furs of 
some animals become "prime" later 
th. n that of others. 

If the flesh side of a fur turns a 
dark blue after being stretched a day 
or two, one Should stop trapping until 
the weather is cooler, as blue furS 
bring only about half the price of 
prime pnes. 

The one thing to remember in 
trapping for an animal is to study that 
animal, its habits, haunts and food, 
and trap for it accordingly. 

We do not favor den trapping for 
any animal, because the first_ catch 
may scare all the other Inmates of 
the den until they will leave and seek 
other quarters. 

When a den is located we prefer to 
trap a ' short distance away In the 
patjis and runways leading to and 

A, Forked Stick. B, Bait. 12 to 36 
Inches High, 

signs of animals; then bait at a dis
tance above or beyond thg trap ac
cording to the size of the animal. We 
have practiced each of the following 
plans successfully. 

Tie a piece of game to the butt of 
a tree, a stump or on the side of a log, 
set the trap directly under it and cov
er lightly with fine leaves, dust or dead 
grass. 

Take a stick from 12 to 36 Inches 
in length, thrust it into the ground a 
few inches, attach a piece Of game to' 
the upper end and secrete the trap. 

Dig a small cavity in the bank along 
a stream, cover with bark, wood or 
jnoss, throw a piece of bait back in it 
a few inches, place the trap at the 
mouth of the hole. and cover as 
above. \ 

Drive stakes In the ground, form
ic circular-shr.ped pen, leaving an 
opening in one side large enough to 
admit the animal. If the ground is 
frozen, build a squaie pen of sticks. 
Cover the pen with brush. Put the 
b-"4, in, the back part of th»» pen, set 

bait and proper places to trap for 
each Individual animal will be neces
sary. 

Mink—Haunts streams. Especially 
active around bridges, culverts and 
drifts. Feeds on fish, birds and all 
small animals, any of which make 
good bait—the fresher the better. Set 
trap along the edges of streams, two 
to four Inches under water. Bait traps 
as directed. Secrete the traps in run
ways, ulhderToots and driftwood along 
streams, w,here the animals are apt 
to pass. Disturb things as little as 
possible, splash water over your 
tracks to remove slgife and kill human 
scent Handle the traps vith gloves 
on. 

Muskrat—Haunts streams. Lives 
mostly on fish, frogs, root* etc. Po
tatoes or caii-ots make good bait* al 
though we do not consider bait at all 
necessary, and find the muskrat ex
tremely easy to capture. Still, one 
must know how. Ttfap at.the foot of 
slides and rear the water's edge where 
they frequent, carefully settling some 

'mvw7/. 

B, Bait; 

Always Sink Trap Until Level With 
Surface of the ground. 

the trap in the opening and cover 
lightly. 

Thl3 last Is the most successful 
method we have e\er employed, and 
may be practiced with equal results 
in capturing any of our common fur-
bearing animals. Bait in short, hol
low logs, vith a trap at each end, is 
aiso a very effective plan. 

A brief mention of the haunts, food, 

One of the Best. 

wet leaves over the trap. Stake the 
trap ap far from the bank as the chain 
will admit so the weight of the trap 
will drown the rat as they seldom re
main in a trap long till they knaw 
their foot off and escape. 

Opossum—Haunts both upland and 
lowland woods and along streams. 
Eats most any kind of flesh. Easily 
captured by any of the above baiting. 
A baited or an unbalted trap, dropped 
ir. a stump'or hollow log, has often 
proved as effective as any method we 
ever employed. 

Raccoon—Haunts and food practi
cally the same as those of the mink, 
being especially fond of fish. Set traps 
a» for mink; also along logs In the 
water where the animals feed for 
craw-fish. A trap near the water's 
edge, with a bright piece of tin on the 
pan, proves a most effective lure f : 
curious Mr. Coon. 

Skunk—Haunts mostly bluffs, hol
lows and upland woods. Fond of . tak
ing'up abod^ under unused building*. 
Employ the same bait and methods 
as for opossum. The polecat (civet 
cat) comes under the same heading 
as skunk. 

?Jy E. Ryman-Galllard. 

' * 

* ' ' V/r* "*** 

We who grow plants in our homes 
do so for the beauty of their foliage, 
flower* or both, fcnd get pleasure from 
them to Just the degree that we bring 
them to their utmost perfection. To 
attain this (with plaints ,of any kind) 
one must know their characteristics 
and requirement* and consider wheth
er available conditions In the home 
are adapted to the plants desired. 

If a plant standing in the open beds, 
or In sunny, southern window* Is mak
ing a grand showing of flowers, or 
brilliantly colored foliage do not get 
one like it expecting the same results 
unless it can have tlmilar condition*. 
The same results cannot be secured if 
the plant Is put Into a shaded or 
northern window. 

On the other hand primulas and oth
er plant* .that produce perfect flowers 
In cool, semi-shaded room* will not 
prove satisfactory in a place adapted 
to those needing more tropical condi
tion*. The plant-lover who expect* to 
have all sorts of plants grow and 
bloom In the same window will cer
tainly be found Pondering why some 
of them do not come up to our expec
tation. ( 

Even, the texture of the foliage 
needs to be t. "zen Into full considera
tion, for rough-leaved plants that are 
Injured by frequent washings have no 
chance to develop beautiful foliage in 
a. room where furniture needs dusting 
every day. 

Spaee Is another factor that makes 
for satisfactory window-gardening, 
for certafnlr hali a jjosen plants de
veloped to perfect form and good size 
are vastly more beautiful than twice 
that number of deformed specimens 
crowded Into the space. 

August 1m none too early to decide 
which plants shall be taken Into the 
window-garden and their treatment 
from the time of the decision should 
be much as will fit them to make a 
flm display during 1 lie winter, rather 
than get tho finest present showing, f 

If they are growing .here crowded, 
sacrifice a few branches from the sur
rounding plants In order to give them 
space for shapely development, then 
pinch out the end* of the branches on 
the selected plant* to force the iforma 
tlon of lateral branches. These lateral 
branches f -nlSh the blooming point* 
on geraniums and most flowering 
plants, and the more of them that can 
be forced to start, the more flowers 
one has daring the winter. 
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R/ed Salvia at. a Pptt&I Plant. ? 

Do not select plants that -have 
bloomed profusely during the. sum
mer, for It is against nature to expeot 
them to keep it Up during the winter. 
Above all, after deciding which plant* 
shall be potted for next winter's dis
play, keep all the buds pinched out
do 4iot let a single blossom develop 
until the plants are established In 
their winter quarters.' 

SUCCESS WITH THE CHICKS. 

The most important thing In start
ing young chicks Is to refrain from 
feeding them a single atom of food for 
at least 36 hours. Nature has filled 
their little stomachs before they left 
the Shell and If they are stuffed as 
soon as they appear, many will die.-

Give them'plenty of water and after 
36 hour* feed them lightly on fine 
rolled oats or coarse corn meal, then. 
Just a* soon as they show strength and 
vigor let them run on the tender, 
short grass for a little while every day. 

Watch for lice from the start and 
if any are found on the heads or under 
the wings, touch the spots'lightly with 
lard or vaseline. Having started right 
by following the above directions the 
success depends upon the fidelity with 
which you manage the flock until they 
become full-fledged or are ready to 
be sent to the market 

SHOULD THE BOBWHITE BE ^ 
: KILLteD OUT? • v,; 

They "most certainly should not be 
killed out On the other hand they 
will repay bountifully ail effort ex
pended In protecting them and favor
ing their increase. ' The farmer should 
nevpr allow more to be shot for game 
than the surplus stock,- being sure to 
leave plenty of birds for the next 
year's nesting. The live birds on the 
farm are wortiv much more than the 
dead birds on the table however, well 
they may be cooked. 

The Bobwhlte or Quail Is naturally 
trustful and where undisturbed be
comes remarkably .tame. He. will rear 
his young' and spend his days close to 
human dwellings, adding cheer by his 
merry whistle. More important than 
this, however, from the money stand
point, the BpbWhlte Is a strong ally 
of the farmer In the fight against 
weeds.—Dr. W. D. Bell. 
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TELLING THE AGE OF A CHICKEN 

. - There are not very many poultry 
dealer*, even among those who }i«ve 
been In. the business for years, who 
can accurately tell the age of a fowl. 
The following rules, however, may he 
relied upon and If followed closely 

e 
Fine Type of Laying : en. -

with good judgment,' the age of any* 
bird can, he very closely arrived at: 

Young cockerels develop old-look-
in; spurs sometimes, but a second-
year Mrd preserve* the short rounded 
•pur* of a cockerel The best guide, 
perhaps, 1* the delicious freshhesa of 

tl.e skin of the face and comb; al
though occasionally an old bird will 
be found whose skin Is almost as soft 
as. that of a youngling. 

A young bird will show rose-colored 
veins oh the surface of the skin and 
under the wings, and there will also 
be long silky hairs growing there. The 
veins and hair disappear after one 
year and the skin turns white. The 
breast-bone also become hard and 
cannot be bent as in a crowing bird. ~ 

The skin of a 'fowl past one year be
comes coarse and dry, and these 
symptoms increase with age. 

It is very difficult to tell the age of 
ducks. After a duck is a year old It 
begins to waddle and walk with some 
difficulty, and after two or three years 
a depression down the breast is no
ticed. 

When geese become quite old, say 
five or six years, they acquire an ab
dominal pouch of large size and this Is 
au unfailing sign of old age. 

Toung turkeys • jually have black 
feet which, after two year* turn gray 
and dull, and become paler and more 
sickly as age advance*. 

In squabs the flesh Is whitish, as 
seen through the skin, but in a year-
old bird it takes on a light-purple 
Shade and grows darker with age. 

• A 

VENTILATE THE SHEEP-SHED. 

• building devoted to sheep should 
be arranged so a* to give the desired 
fresfy air and prevent the beating 
rain* from getting inside. Ordinary 
door arrangements will not afford 
thl* protection. 

Windows or the upper part of the 
building may be Irif * with strong 

hinges se a* > be pushed - out and 
propped open, allowing the fresh air 
to enter at the bottom of the open
ing. The top qf this kind of a shed 
may be left open the greater part of 
the time without^harming the .flock at 

This is doubtless the most Import
ant of the Treed injuries for it must 
not be forgotten that the moisture in 
the soil Is the all Important thing. 

SWINGING. I'EED TROUGH FOR 
POULTRY. 

,Take two piece 1x6 Inches, 3 feet 
long, two the same width, 1H feet 
long; nail these together ior the sides 
and ends. Tut on a bottom of match
ed boards, make a frame of laths, cut 
in 1-foot lengths. Make the frame fit 
the inside of the box. Put on a cover 
of poultry netting, and attach a strong 

, PRIZE YEARLING HEREFORD STEER 
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wire to each corner. Swing this from 
the rafters and adjust to hang about 2 
inches from the floor. Arrange the 
netting so one side may be raised to 
put in the food. 

Be sure that the turkeys have 
enough, but not too much, food dur
ing the breeding season—just enough 
to keep them in srood flesh. > 

A FEW THINGS ABOVJ WEEDS. 

Weeds rob the soil of moisture. Ex
periments show that for most of'the 
cultivated grasses from three to five 
hundred pounds of water must actual
ly pass through the pla.nts to produce 
a single pound of dry matter. 

Annual and bi-annual weeds are 
produced almost entirely fron^ seed. 
Plants of these classes especially 
spring up in the most unexpected 
places. It has been found that the 
seeds of maay weeds will retain their 
vitality for fifteen to twenty-five years, 
possibly longer, and not all of the 
given year's seed "grows in any one 

j year. - v 

Statistics indicate a great develop
ment of the canning and preserving 
of fjruits and vegetables in Hawaii 
since the islands were acquired by the 
United States. Ten establishments, 
giving employment .to 853 wage earn
ers, were reported for last year. 

Mr. C. O. Garrett, at Iowa, says: 
"Lime-sulphur Is the best stock-dip 
I have ever used. It is very much 
superior to many dips nbw on the 
market, being more effective and more 
durable, and It Is absolutely not 
Injurious." _ , 

Last year Canada shipped into the 
United States 369,917 poynds of cheese 
and 1,111,325 pounds of butter. 

GIRDLING OF ORCHARD TREES 
By H. F. 3ALLOU. 
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IN THE 8HEEPFOLD. 
Keep the sheep pens clean. Dirt 

and foul odors affect sheep quickly. 
It Is the farmer who keeps sheep 

for a number of years that finds them i 
most, profitable. Some years they will ( 
return a much, better profit than 
others and it is hard to sell and buy 
at just the right time.-

Sheep will dig pretty close to the 
grass roots to the early spring if you 
give th$m a chance. They like a taste 
of something fresh. If you feed them 
plenty of turnips this, will help to_ sat
isfy their appetites. : 

The value of a horse depends, first, 
upon his breeding, and secondt upon 
his first year's keeping. - «. 

Little data 1* available which would 
render possible inywhere near a cor
rect estimate of the loss of and injury 
to tree*, young and old, through the 
work of mice, rabbits and wood 
chucks. While the loss is confined 
principally ta newly set orchards, re
plants in older orchards and the 
younger plantations generally, this 
less, In the aggregate, is considerable. 
It certainly would not be far beyond 
the bounds of conservatism to figure 
the loss and Injury at> one dolU ? per 
acre per year including all ages and 
condition* of apple, pear and plum 
orchard*. 

The rate of loss would be less than 
thi- In the large commercial planta
tions, even where the grass-mulch 
method of culture Is practiced; for 
the commercial planter generally 
takes Into conslderaton the various 
sources of danger and makes provi
sion to meet' these with effective 
means of protection. With the aver
age home orchard tlve danger is great
er than in the large plantation, and 
the possible means of protection more 
generally disregarded or overlooked. 

If young trees be girdled In late 
spring just , as growth Is beginning, 
they may be successfully treated by 
binding about the wounded part* a 
Heavy coveting of smooth tenablous 
soft clay. A new bark will sometimes 
form beneath the clay If the inner 
bark or cambium be not entirely de
stroyed. It is safer, however, to in
sert a few long scions. 

This is called "bridge-grafting." 
The sap circulation of the tree, cut off 
by the wound made by the rodents, Is 
resumed through the scions which be
come a par?t of the tree—enlarging 
and growing together until, in after 
years, only a slight enlargement or 
'.'bulge" on the trunk of the tree thus 
treated will be noticeable. 

In bridge-grafting, the wounds 
should be made clean and smooth 
with a sharp knife and covered en
tirely with grafting wax. The scions 
should be cut a trifle longer than the 
span to be bridged so that wh'en they 
are inserted, their curving form <eili 
tend to keep them firmly fixed in po
sition. The two ends of the scions are 
cut to a thin, wedge form. Incisions 

arr made In the baric with a narrow 
chisel—thoce above the wound slop
ing upward and those below slopihg 
downward. Insert the scions firmly 
and wax heavily and securely all 
wounds made In the operation, espe
cial care being exercised to press the 
wax- in firmly and neatly about the 
point of union of scion.; with, the body t' 
of the tree. 
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Bridge-grafting in Detail. ; 
X^ound.: t... 2. Scion. 
Wax. i ! . 4. Bark. 

To make crafting'wax men .together 
four parts (by weight) of resin. two! 

parts of beeswax and one part of tal-s^ 
low. "Pour the mixture into a pail or|fe 
tub of cold water. As the mass begir-jgf 
to cool so that it can ^be hand-U* s-r" 
grease the-hands with tallow and pu»;$ L 
and work tho lump of wax until it be-In
comes quite light in color. Form into^ 
small balls or sticks for convenient,-! 
use. This wax will keep in good con- " 
dltion indefinitely. 

To get rid of the red spider, dust 
the leaves or fruit .with powdered 
flowers of sulphur after moistening to 
make the powder adhere. 
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Weeds crowd the cultivated plants, 
depriving them of light and sj^ice in 
both soil .'Jid air. v J 

VW-r  ̂>4 

Large-boned but smoothly built 
mares bred to a good-sized jack of 
good blood will produce the best, 
muies. , 

Bordeaux Mixture was discovered 
by accident in (he. fall of 1882 by 
Professor Mlllardet. v t -
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