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OABNEY HITS 
THE LOBBYIST 

Would Make Every Person 
Interested in Measure Se
cure Credentials Before 
Talking to Solons. 

VOTE ON SENATOR 
SHOWS NO CHANGE 

NO VOTE TAKEN 
ON TAX MATTER 

Senate Spends Morning Dis
cussing the Taxation of 
Moneys and Credits With
out an Understanding. 

•••***••+•••••••*• 
• 

Des Moines, March 24.—The v 
forty-ninth joint ballot for sen- .• 
ator by the Iowa legislature • 
resulted as follows: + 

Deemer 33 • 
Kenyon 64 *> 
Porter, (dem.) 46 • 
Hamilton, (dem.) 2 • 

Absent or paired 13; necessary * 
to choice, 73. • 

• 
++*+••+++*+*+••+++ 

FOUR KILLED 
FIGHTING FIRE 

IBY W. H. P0WEL.L.] 
Des Moines, March 24.—(Special.)— 

Representative Dabney of Davis coun
ty this morning introduced a bill defin
ing lobbying and fixing a nenalty for 
violation thereof. The bill provides 
that anyone shall be guilty of lobby
ing who shall privately attempt to in
fluence any member of the legislature 
during a term of the legislature. 

The bill does not prohibit any person 
not employed for valuable considera
tion from being permitted to Influence 
by arguments, briefs or written state
ments. It is declared, however, to be 
against public policy for any person 
employed by a company or corporation 
to attempt to influence legislators ex
cept by petitions-or hearings before 
committees, such persons to receive a 
card from the speaker and the senate 
president telling his business. The bill 
provides a$ penalty, imprisonment 
for from ten days to twelve months 
and a fine of not less than $200 nor 
mere than $1,000. The bill also pro
vides for a strict penalty in a case 
where a lobbyist gives money or re
ward and where a legislator receives 
a reward for, a vote. 

...v No Vote on Tax Matter.. 
-The senate today concurred in the 

house resolution to adjourn Saturday 
noon until Tuesday. The senate de
voted the forenoon session to discuss
ing the bill to place a flat tax of five 
mills on moneys and credits and tax 
bank stock at the usual tax rate on a 
basis of 20 per cent of its actual value. 
A 8iistitute to tax bank stock at 12% 
mills was offered by Senator Cowles. 

• no vote was taken. 
Hits Smoking Chimneys. 

Representative Shankland today in -
i reduced a bill in the house giving 
fit'es of over 65,000 population uie 
ripht to call a smoking chimney A 
nuisance and to punish by fine build
ing owners who permit chimneys to 
tend forth smoke in the business or 
manufacturing districts. 

House Proeeedinps. 
The Kulp bill providing for quarter

ly inspection of private and public hos
pitals and segregation of the sane and 
irtsar.e was lost, 29 to 54. 

Among the bills introduced in the 
house this morning were: 

Byi Leach, Providing that insurance 
cases suits be brought to collect as-

. sessments in county in which insured 
resides. 

fey the committee on banks permit
ting trust companies to act as trus
tees. 

By Jewell, prohibiting the filing of a 
saloon petition of consent within one 
year from the date of filing the preced
ing statement of general consent. 

By Balkema, including Infantile par
alysis, measles and chicken pox in dis
eases to be quarantined. ¥ 

For Commerce Counsel. 
' Representative Cunningham's bill, 
establishing the ofTice of state com
merce counsel, was passed in the house 
yesterday afternoon. 

In addition to passing the bill, the 
house boosted the salary fixed origin
ally to the extent of $1,500. As it now 
stands, the measure provides for a 
salary of $5,000 for the commerce 
counsel. 

Little opposition to the bill was 
mf.de on the floor of the house. Only 
six members on the floor voted against 
it. Seventy-eight favored its passage. 

Under the provisions of the bill, the 
commerce counsel is to be appointed 
by the board of railroad commission
ers Representative Perkins* amend
ment to make the appointment by the 

'attorney general was lost. 
It shall be the duty of the commerce 

counsel to investigate the reasonable
ness of rates charged, or to be 
charged, by the railroad companies, 
express companies and'all "other indi
viduals and companies under the juris
diction of the railroad commission. He 
shrl! also investigate rates on inter
state transportation and to commence 
necessary proceedings when directed 
to do so by the board. He also shall 
be' required to assist the commission in 

prosecution of cases before the in-
trrotate commerce commission. 

Regulate Telephone and Telegraph. 
Senator Brown's bill providing that 

telegraph and telephone poles and 
other pole lines shall be constructed In 
such a manner as not to discommode 
the public In the use of public high
ways was recommended for passage 
yesterday afternoon by the house com
mittee on roads and highways. ( 

Two Others Are Dying and 
Four Seriously Injured 
as Result of Cavein of 
Roof During Blaze. 

ST.L0UIS BALL 

Stanley Robison, Owner of 
National League Team, 
Succumbs to Blood Poi
soning: Former Iowan. 

Milwaukee, Wis., March 24.—Four 
fire fighters are dead, four others are 
dying in the emergency hospital, and 
several others are suffering from more 
or less serious injuries, the result of 
the caving in of the roof of the build
ing of the Middleton Mfg., Company, 
wholesale hatters, at 354 Broadway, 
today. Fire Chief Thomas A. Clancy 
at 1:30 this afternoon said that only 
four firemen were killed during the 
fire. The chief gives the corrected 
names of the dead as follows: 

CAPTAIN JACOB HINTZ, Co. No. 9. 
RICHARD BURKE, Co., No. 9. 
LIEUT. JOHN HOLIHAN. 
FRED L. EICKERN. 
The dying: 
Vincent Marchesle, company, No. 5; 

Paul Fenke, No. 9: Peter Janssen, com
p a n y  N o .  9 ;  J .  H a m m o n d .  : ' ' I ' . .  

Others injured: k 

Terrence O'Donnell. company No. 9: 
Timothy Donohue, No. 9; Driver Red-
lein, company No. 9"; Frank Foyer, 
No 5. 

A number of others are said to have 
suffered minor injuries. 

May Be More Victims. 
The fire had been burning half £n 

hour and between 15 and 20 men had 
been fighting the flames from the roof 
of the six story structure when sud
denly the roof collapsed carrying the 
men to the basement. 

A nuipber of firemen were buried 
in the debris while others were more 
fortunate and escaped through base
ment windows. 

Ambulances were rushed to the 
scene and as quickly as possible the 
dead and injured were dug out of the 
ruins. 

Captain Hintz's body was among the 
first to be taken out. Ambulances 
were kept busy for two hours. It was 
thought there were still one or two 
men in the ruins at noon, but nothing 
definite could be learned. 

The coats and stars of the victims 
were torn away and their helmets were 
missing so that the work of identifica
tion was slow. The monetary loss Is 
placed at $100,000 covered by in
surance. 

BURNS PROVE 
FATAL TO WIFE 

MRS. GERTIE MURPHY OJF WEST 
POINT DIES FROM INJURIES 

FROM BONFIRE 

West Point, March 24.—Burns sus
tained yesterday afternoon while hur
rying a bonfire at her home, four miles 
north of here, resulted in the death of 
Mrs. Gertie Murphy at 1 o'clock this 
morning. The flames ignited her 
clothing ami in her efforts to quench 
them, she jumped into a nearby water
ing trough. The burns, however, had 
enveloped her body to such an extent 
that her life c'ould not be saved. Med
ical aid was quickly summoned from 
here, but the physicians were unable 
to do anything but ease the terrible 
pain of* the unfortunate woman. Mrs. 
Murphy leaves a husband and two 
children one one year old and the oth
er four months old. She was twenty-
eight years old, and the daughter "of 
Isaac Snook. 

BAD FIRE AT MELROSE 
Murray General Store and Other Build

ings Burn; Loss is Above 
$15,000. 

Melrose. March 24.—W. P. Murray's 
big general.store burned to the ground 
at 1 o'clock with a loss of $15,000. The 
fire spread to the Lew Joslin pump 
house and Sumner Smith's building 
and an empty building used as a store 
room for flour by the Murray firm also 
burned. No figures were given out on 
the losses sustained by any of the 
owners except Murray. 

Cleveland, O., March 24.—After a 
year's illness from blood poisoning 
Stanley Robinson, 63 years old, owner 
of the St. Louis, National league base
ball club and formerly a Cleveland 
baseball and street car manager, died 
here today at the home of his sister-in-
law, Mrs. Frank De Haas Robinson. 
Mr. Robinson came to Cleveland Sat
urday from St. Louis where he had ar
rived the Thursday before from 
Panama. He had spent the winter in 
Panama in hopes of* recovering his 
health. Prior to that he had spent 
several weeks in a Chicago hospital. 
He had been under t1 ' care of num
erous physicians an' arrived here very 
despondent. Notwithstanding his con
dition, his death was a surprise. 

Mr. Robinson usually passed the 
winter at the Cleveland home of his 
brother, Frank De Hass Robinson, un
til the latter's death, two years ago. 
Stanley Robinson is survived by his 
sister-in-law and by a sister, Mrs. 
Schuyler Britton also of this city. 

Formerly Lived In Iowa. 
Cleveland, O., March 24.—Stanley 

Robison lived in. Dubuque, Iowa, until 
1880, with the exception of four years 
spent at Northwestern university, 
Evanston, from which he graduated in 
1879. He was educated as a civil engi
neer. While in college he was noted 
as an athlete, playing shortstop on the 
baseball team. In 1880 Mr. Robison and 
Frank Robison came to Cleveland and 
in partnership with Cbarl®s Hathaway 
built the Superior and Payne avenue 
street car lines. Later they sold out to 
the Consolidated company, operated by 
the late Marcus A. Ha*»a interests, 
and.embarked ill baseball, busi
ness." "'*Y ... 
' '"'Formerly Owned Cleveland Club. 

St. Louis, Mo., March 24.—Stanley 
Robison first became identified with 
baseball in St. Louis in 1899. Hd and 
his brother Frank, owners of the Na
tional League baseball club of Cleve
land, transferred their club and fran
chise to St. Louis. The two continued 
to own and operate the club until the 
death of Frank in 1908. 

Since then Stanley Robison has been 
the principal owner. The Robisons 
bought th$ Cleveland club in 1889 and 
developed one of the greatest teams 
that ever played in the National league. 
In 1895 and 1896 the Cleveland team 
played Baltimore for the Temple cup. 

Mr. Robison was 54 years old and 
was born in Dubuque, Iowa. 

Fellow Magnates Express Regret. 
New York, March 24.—"The death 

of Stanley Robison takes from, the na
tional pastime one of its sterling fi&v 
ures,"^iaid President Lynch of the Na
tional league today ."Stanley Robison 

-was a true sportsman and ever had the 
interests of his club and the National 
league at heart," he continued. "Faith
ful to his club, Mr. Robison would go 
down in his pocket to tide it over in 
the periods of its adversity. Two 
years ago. I think it was, Mr. Robison 
Bpent $50,000 for playerB." 

ANCHOR COAL CO. 
SUFFERS LOSS 

FIRE DESTROYS TOP WORKS OF 
•SHAWVILLE MINE NEAR CEN-

TERV1LLE TODAY. 

nwdTso 
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THE TESTIMONY 
OF INFORMER 

Italian Court Room Packed 
by Announcement That 
Abba temagg io  Was  to  
Take Stand in Trial. 

Viterbo, Italy, March 24.—This was 
the day set for the Interrogation of 
Gennaro Abbatemaggio, the camor-
rist informer, about whose confession 
the state has built up the evidence up 
which It is hoped to rid the country of 
the criminal organization that for years 
has collected tribute from rich and 
poor, robbing and murdering with 
practical immunity. 

In anticipation of witnessing what 
may cost him his life, great crowds 
gathered early in the vicinity of the 
cpurt of assizes and when the session 
opened the room was packed to its 
capacity. 

The defense, so far as Abbatemaggio, 
is concerned will be that the man is 
insane, a theory strengthened by his 
desperate boldness. Prof. Ottolenghl, 
an alienist from the university of 
Rome, has been retained to examine 
the informer, and as the professor was 
not in court during the morning his 
interrogation was deferred until the 
afternoon and President Biacni opened 
the proceedings with the examination 
of Gennaro Ibelia, followed by the 
quizzing of Luigi Arena. 

Ibelia is asserted to be the head of 
that branch of the Camorra which 
operated in the Vesuvius villages. H® 
was one of the party that dined with 
Enrico Alfano on the night that Gen
naro Cuoccolo and his wife were mur
dered. He was arrested soon after
wards but released upon the false 
representation of the priest, Clro Vit-
ozzi. According to Abbatemaggio one of 
the offenses of Cuoccolo was his de
fiance of Ibelia. !He is charged with 
having been one of these who insti
gated the murders. 

Thiff he denied today «ind he «lr,» 
(h&leff'th&rh«T had v dined with the 
other leaders of the camorra on the 
night in question. He said that he 
knew Alfano and Guissepe De Marinis, 
another of the chiefs only in a business 
way. ' 

Luigi Arena was then called. Arena 
is (the man who is charged with having 
called upon "his brother camorrists to 
kill Cuoccolox in revenge for his , own 
betrayal. Abbatemaggio said that 
Cuoccolo wished a portion of the spoils 
of a robbery committed by Arena and 
a few companions. This was refused, 
whereupon Cuoccplo denounced the 
robbery to the police and they were 
imprisoned. From his cell Arena sent 
a postal card to one of the leaders 
asking for Cuoccolo's death as a trai
tor to the camorra.. The carabineers 
Qlaim to have found this postal card 
and also Cuoccolo's ring which was 
to have been sent to Arena in proof 
that vengence had been done. 

Informer's Story Denied. 
Replying the prisoner said: 

< "This story of Abbatemaggio's is 
false and I am not a camorrist. While 
in prison I was a camorrist. It is true, 
for in prison all men are camorrists. 
I challenge any one to prove the post
card which I am said to have written 
to De Marinis. Abbatemaggio in sup
port of his own romance related to the 
police this story of the post card and 
pretended he saw it. I am innocent of 
this crime and Abbatemaggio's state
ment that I asked for Cuoccolo's 
death and was responsible for his mur
der is false." 

Abbatemaggio is fast becoming the 
most conspicuous figure in the trials. 
He has been threatened with death so 
many times, that he appears to have 
nothing to lose whether he holds to his 
confession or repudiates it. His indif
ference, however, is being used to bol
ster up the claim that he is mentally 
irresponsible and has signed the story 
which he tells. 

TRYING TIME AT SEA 
Steamer President Lincoln, Just 

riving, Battled With Bad 
Storms Enroute. 

Ar-

Centerville, March 24.—(Special.)— 
The entire top works of the Shawville 
mine of the Anchor Coal Co., near here, 
were destroyed by fire this morning. 
All the top works, including the tipple, 
engine house 'and several thousand 
props, and three freight cars standing 
on the track, one of them loaded with 
coal, were destroyed. 

It is supposed the fire was caused 
by sparks from a passing locomotive. 
One of the'miners discovered the fire 
and notified the night watchman, who 
was eating his'lunch. Superintendent 
Jack lMorris organized a gang of fire 
fighters, but It was impossible to save 
any of the top works. Five Rock Island 
trains were held up by the fire until 
the debris could be removed from th<? 
tracks. 

W. R. Daum of Ottumwa is president 
of the Anchor company, which has two 
other mines besides . the Shawville 
mine. These are the Galleyville and 
Anchor mines. The Shawville was the 
largest mine, working a force of 150 
men. Some of these vlll be thrown out pressed by the heavy weather, threw 
of employment, but others will be used ; himself overboard. Another steerage 
In the othej* mines and in the con- < passenger attempted suicide by slitting 
Struction worl^ when the rebuilding is i his throat, but. the ship's surgeon 
begun. W. H. Ferguson of Ottumwa, saved his'life. 
secretary of the company, came down-
this morning to take charge of the sit-
ration. The exact amount of the loss 
has not been determined at this time. 
but it will run weil into the thousands. 
The amount of the insurance has not 

I been announced. 

New York, March 24.—Written in 
the log of the Bteamer President Lin
coln, in today from Europe, is a series 
of marine happenings which kept the 
liner's passengers in a stress of ex
citement almost throughout the entire 
voyage. 

President Lincoln came into quaran
tine a day late, having battled with 
storms and head winds all through 
her twelve days' trip from Hamburg. 
The steamship tried to touch at Cher
bourg but the tender was unable to 
come alongside and the liner proceed1 

ed. During part of the voyage the 
storm took on hurrican proportions, 
creating waves that swept over the 
ship's sides. . 

Last Saturday a steerage passenger, 
Schlerme Lewin, a young lad op-

Government Investigates 
Rumors That Americans 

i 

In Mexico Were Executed 

Iowa Veteran Drops Dead. 
Baldwin. March 24.—A. L. F. Bar

rows, aged 71 years, a veteran of the 
civil war, retired merchant and farmer 
dropped dead on the street here this 
.morning of heart failure. 1 

Washington, D. C., March 24.-— 
Taking cognizance of the press re
ports that four Americana have 
been executed by Mexican soldiers 
the state department today In
structed the United States consu
lar offices to Investigate the re
port immediately. 

8anltary Quarters for Americans. 
El Paso, Tex., March 24.—The ac

tivity of Mexican troops at Juarez was 
continued today, the sentrieB having 
been doubled last night in expectation 
of a possible attack by' insurrectos who 
are said to be near the city. 

In compliance with a request from 
'Washington that American prisoners 
imprisoned at Juarez be given sanitary 
quarters, municipal officials today had 
the Juarez jail whitewashed. 

C. H. Converse of Glendora, Cal., has 
filed additional evidence that his son 
Lawrence and Edwin Blatt of Pitts
burg, now in jail at Juarez, were cap
tured on American soil. 

He'has forwarded to the state de
partment statements of county and 
federal officers and customs guards 
that what is called Ancon de Guada
lupe, where Converse and Blatt are 

said to have been captured, is in the 
United States and that the govern
ment has exercised de facto guard 
over that territory for twenty yearB. 
These statements were filed with the 
state department to controvert the 
statement of the Mexican authorities 
at Guadalupe that he considered An
con de Guadalupe Mexican territory. 

Hint at U. 8. Intervention. » 
San Antonio, Tex., March 24.—With 

the new demand for six or seven thou
sand recruits, the issue of an order 
by General Carter making provision 
for a sudden move should it be re
quired, and a statement by Dr. C. F. 
Caricristi, one of the dominant figures 
In the Mexican revolutionary junta 
that the United States would Intervene 
in Mexico unless there was a definite 
show of tranquility by May 1, the re
cently diminished war cloud looked 
large today. 

Dr. Caricristi felt sure enough of his 
facts to embody them in a report to 
Francisco I. Madero, the revolutionary 
leader, who at the last report was 
within thirty miles of the city of Chi-

(Contlnued on page 5, 

MAY PASS UP 
TOWN OF BATAVIA 

COMMITTEE FOR "BLUE GRASS" 
ROAD DISFAVOR ROUTE 

FROM AGENCY EAST. 

The Blue Grass "river to river" road 
from Council BluffB to Burlington will 
not, in all likelihood, pass htrough Ba-
tavla on account of the bad condition 
of the rural highway between that 
place and Fairfield. 'G. B. Baker and 
Frank A. Nimocks, members of the 
Blue GrasB committee from Wapello 
county went over the proposed route 
of the "river to. river" road trcfth £)t-
•tumwa ^ MgFalrfield yeat*rda$W afWr-
noon. Outside of the dragging dbne on 
the old Burlington right; of .way be
tween Ottumwa and Agency, by the 
good roads committee of the Ottumwa 
Commercial association, there was not 
four miles of dragged road between 
Agency and Fairfield. The road 
straight east from Agency to Fair
field needs grading and dragging. The 
road is too flat to carry ofT the water. 
The only stretch of good road for any 
distance was directly west of Batavia. 

On account of finding the road so 
bad between Agency and Fairfield the 
committee is considering another 
route going from Agency to the coun
ty line, through Libertyville and on 
to Fairfield. The Blue Grass road com
mittee here, would like to hear from 
people along the two routes. 

AIDS WIFE DESERTER 
Des Moines Judge's Decision Is to the 

Effect That You Can't Hold 
. Man Twice. 

Des Moines, March 24.—Judge C. 
Bradshaw in a case involving Frank 
Morgan, indicted & second time for 
wife desertion, held today that man 
who has served time before for de
serting his wife cannot again be held 
for the same offense he refuses to 
live with her upon expiration of his 
term of punishment. 

LAW HELD INVALID 
Workman's Compensation Act Passed 

in New York Is Declared 
Unconstitutional. 

Albany, N. Y., March 24.—The work
men's compensation law passed by the 
legislature last year, which provides 
for compensation to workmen Injured 
in certain specified dangerous em
ployments, regardless of the employ
er's negligence was declared unconsti
tutional by the court of appeals today. 

The court holds that the act de
prives the employer of his property 
without due process of law in violation 
of'the' constitution. 

WATERLOO WETS WIN 
Judge Ransler Holds Saloon Petition 

of Consent Valid by Margin 
of 79. 

Waterloo, March 24.—Judge C. E. 
Ransier in the district court this after
noon handed down an opinion in which 
he held the petition of consent filed 
by the local saloon keepers was suf
ficient, under the law. 

The petition contained the narrow 
majority of 79 names of the voters of 
the previous election. 

STEEL MAKING IN IOWA 

New Field May Be Opened by Experi
ments at Charles City by 

the Hart-Parr Co. 
Charles City, March 24.—The mak

ing of steel may be a new industry for 
Iowa and it is now being worked out 
in thij city under the direction of the 
Hart-Parr company which is doing 
such big things not alone for Charles 
City but for northern Iowa. The fire 
has been started in furnace No. 2, 
It is a wood fire and thiB will be kept 
burning several days so that 
the furnace walls will be thoroughly 
seasoned before the cruid oil 
fire is turned on. The oil is carried 
to the furnace In pipes where it Is met 
by a powerful current of compressed 
air and is atomized. ThiB gives an in
tense heat. The steel foundry in con
nection with this plant is one of the 
largest buildings in the Hart-f?arr 
group, and there is nothing that Kvill 
equal it west of .Milwaukee. Sygpl 
making wlllsoonbevn important m-
dustry of this city, and the present in
tention is to give employment to at-
least 250 people when the steel plant 
gets in working order. 

Teachers Meet at Drakeville. 
Drakeville, March 24.—Commencing 

early in the evening of March 25, a 
short program will be given by the 
Drakeville schqol, and after a brief 
intermiss.' n, followed by a teachers' 
meeting, Mr. Wilbur York will give a 
short talk on subjects connected with 
psychology. Miss Driffield will prob
ably give some good suggestions 
concerning the. relations of parents 
and teachers. If it is possible for him 
to be present, Mr. Brown of the S. I. 
N. will talk on the subject of consoli
dation of public schools in rural com
munities and Its connection with insti
tutions of higher learning. 

COURT DOORS LOCKED 
Crowds so Great at Trial of A. A. 

Truskett in Kansas That Judge 
Issues Order. 

Independence, Kan., March 24.— 
Such a crowd was present when 
court opened today in the trial of A. 
A. Truskett charged with killing J. D. 
S. Neeley, of Lima, Ohio, that Judge 
J. R. Flannelly, who is presiding, 
ordered the doors of the court room 
locked. 

The county attorney announced his 
witnesses today would continue to 
testify along the line of the, state's 
theory that Truskett deliberately plan
ned the killing to "get even" with 
Neeley. Mrs. Neeley, Miss Edna Nee
ley and Milton Neeley of Lima, Ohio, 
widow, daughter and son, of the slain 
man were present when court opened. 

STAMP THIEVES TO PEN 
Former Bank President and Former 

Chief of Police Get Fifteen 
Months. 

Wichita, Kas., March 24.—All the 
five defendants in the stolen postage 
stamp cases tried in the federal court 
here last week were yesterday senten
ced to the federal prison at Leaven
worth. L. S. Naftzger, former bank 
president, was sentenced to fifteen 
months In prison and a fine of $5,000. 
Frank S. Burt, former chief of police 
who turned government witness, was 
sentenced to fifteen months in prison 
and a fine of $1,000. Naftzger was al
lowed sixty days and Burt was allowed 
twenty days' stay. 

VELVET CUFFS ON THE TROUSERS 

LAST WORD IN- MEN'S FASHIONS 
New York, March 24.—If the custom, club here. The most advanced models 

tailors have their way the American 
man will wear red-brown garments this 
spring and summer, and his coats 
will be built with narrow shoulders, 
without padding or canvas to speak of, 
and shaped to. the back. This is the rev
elation made at the semi-annual exhi
bition of the American custom cutters' 

shown at the exhibition are white Tux
edo coats for summer wear. The col
lege youth who aspires to the very lat
est mode, according to another ex
hibit, is expected to wear velvet cuffs 
at the bottom ot his trousers. Another 
novelty is a "Canadian crash Norfolk 
aviation, motoring, golfing and outing 
coat" with sixteen pleats. 

HOLD A TRAIN 
2 
THEY BLOW SAFE 

Oklahoma Bandits Make 
Rich Haul on Iron Moun
tain After Daringly Hold
ing Train at a Standstill. 

AN EPIDEMIC OF 
ROBBERIES TODAYi 

Train Hold-ups and Crack
ing Bank Safes Reported 
From Different Parts of 
Country; No Arrests. 

Coffeyville, Kan., March 24.—For 
two hours last night six masked men 
held St. Louis, Iron Mountain & South
ern passenger train No. 104 at a stand
still on the prairie, about six milda 
south of this city, while they blew 
open a safe in the express car and 
escaped in two automobiles, carrying 
with them money and valuables which 
it is believed will amount to $20,000* 

,The train which was a slow one, 
left Little Rock at 8:30 a. m., yester< 
day bound for Kansas City. It reached 
Lenapah, Okla., at 10:30 laBt night hall 
an hour late. 

Just after the train left Lenapah, 
Engineer Lynch heard a sharp cry, 
"hands up," and turning he saw a 
masked man sitting on the tendei 
pointing a revolver at,him. 

"I'm going to ride a little ways with 
you," said the man. "Drive on.'' 

The engineer obeyed. About four 
miles out of Lenapah the man com
pelled the engineer to Btop the train 
at a place where the tracks cross a 
small culvert near a clump of trees. 
Five more masked men came out ot 
the clupnp rhd taking positions on 
either tsidC of the train - ybgan shoot*, 
ing in'the air. While two of the men 
atood guard the 'other"• four marched 
the engineer and fireman to the day 
coach and < locked them in. 

One man took a position to guard 
the rear of tne train and three were In 
the express car. The two expressmen 
were held covered with a revolver. 

After nearly an hour's work the men 
had succeeded in inserting a part of 
the nitroglycerine into the safe in the 
express car. They blew the safe to 
pieces and scattered Its contents over 
the floor of the car. 

When the train reached this city the 
sheriff was notified and with two depu
ties on horses started in pursuit of the 
six bandits. 

Officials Deny Knowledge. 
Kansas City, March 24.—Train No. 

104 on the St. Louis, Iron Mountain 
and Southern railroad said to have 
been held up near Coffeyville, Kan., 
last night, reached this city at 10 
o'clock this morning, two hours and 
forty-five minutes late. Iron Mount
ain officials here denied any know* 
ledge of a hold up. 

Officials Admit Robbery. 
St. Louis, March 24.—The special 

agent of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain 
& Southern admitted tod,ay that train 
No. 104 had been held up and robbed 
near Coffeyville, Kas. Most of the 
money, which was less *than $20;000, 
w^s taken from the ekpress car. 

Cashier Locked In Vault. 
Decatur, 111., March 24—Two robbers 

walked into the First National bank 
at Blue Mound, 111., shortly after noon 
today and drove Francis Peck, 20 
years old, assistant cashier, Into the 
vault, and under threats to kill him, 
made him unlock the safe and hand out 
$2,500 in currency. They then locked 
Peck in the vault and made their es* 
cape. 

Kansas Safe Blown. ts 

Hudson, Kas., March 24.—Five met! 
blew up the safe of the Hudson State 
bank early today and after Berlously 
wounding Max Rice, a watchman, es* 
caped with $4,600. 

IOWA TRAIN ROBBERY 
Masked Man Enters Northwestern 

Sleeper at Denison and Robs ' 
Two, Passengers. 

OPERATOR FIGHTS OFF BANDIT. 

Telegrapher Repulses Third Attempt 
to Rob M., K. &. T. Station at 

Wagoner, Okla. 
Wagoner, Ckla., March 24—The third 

attempt to hold up and rob the Mis
souri, Kansas & Texas railway station 
here within six weeks was frustrated 
last night by James Boyer, a telegraph 
operator. After Boyer has been cover
ed with a revolver, he grabbed his 
own weapon and fired four shots at 
the bandit without effect. The flu 
was returned from the darkness. 

I 

Denison, March 24.—A masked man 
who, climbed aboard the rear end of 
train No. 8 on* the Northwestern east 
bound last night, forced the flagman, 
at the point of a revolver to go ahead 
into a sleeper. The Btranger held up 
A. C. Hanson of Olympla, Wash., for 
$14 and a diamond ring and relieved 
J. W. Hendell of Wichita, Kan., of $35 
and a gold watch. He then jumped 
off the train and escaped. 
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