
mew t' !>y>i^i! -!»ijMg 

& 
-tar fi-Mi 

•£.> **i M" 
Umw 

*r; ?;; xj ?PnJ$ \ * »1 <• '.w< 

, tftU 
1 'IM^->JV « 

, 11 if 4 
' *J,Ĉ  
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.Former President Makes 
r1; Address Before Constitu-
'tional Convention at Co-
' .^lumbus. '• v-?'V' 

$,; BIG BUSINESS AND 
TRUSTS DISCUSSED 

Anti-Trust Law Should Pro-
„. vide. Fixed Governmental 

Policy to Define Wrong-
v doing, Says Roosevelt. 

*ib 

Columbus, O., Feb. 21.—Former 
President Theodore Roosevelt today 

•j addressed Ohio's fourth constitutional 
convention which has been in session 

:i here since January 9, and offered the 
!;:• delegates his views on some of the 
I m6re important matters, now pending 
.* in convention. Col. Roosevelt arrived 
f from New York at 9:55 a. m. 
* Politicians from all parts of Ohio 
;? came to Columbus to hear Col. Roose-

~ , '• v«lt express his views on matters 
1^3 pending in the convention which have 
^been the subject of political debate 
, throughout the state. Interest in 
h ' the speech was heightened by the fact 

that Gov. Haripon, a few days ago out
lined his opinions to the same con
vention which, . Mr. Roosevelt ad-
dressed. 

As Mr. Roosevelt's train passed 
6 / through Ohio, people gathered at 
' every station ' at which a stop was 

made. 
Rev. Dr. Washington Gladden of the 

First Congregational church, an old 
friend of the former president, met 

, him at the station. Mr. Roosevelt 
went directly to Dr. Gladden's home 

t„ riot a short rest before proceeding to 
fi the state house, where he .made his ad-

diess. . ... 
After ̂ finishing his speech Mr. Room-

yK veit returned to Dr. -Gladden's Horn# 
for luncheon, to remain then) until his 

^departure for New York at 3 b'fclock. 
On his way from Columbus to New 
York thiB evening, Col. Roosevelt will 

t '' make a ten mihutes stop in Cleveland, 
and address a crowd that is expected 

1 to gather to greet him. 
\ Col. Roosevelt's Talk. 
I , "Big business," the fitness of the 
* American people for self government, 
•' the recall of judges and praise for the 
^ progressive legislation in Wisconsin, 

> instituted and furthered by Robert M. 
LaFollette when he was governor, 
were topics discussed by Theodore 

^..Roosevelt in an address today before 
the Ohio constitutional convention 

L here. Colonel Roosevelt chose as his 
< subject, "A Charter of Democracy." 
• % of what he termed "big business," 
. Colonel Roosevelt had this to say: 

"The anti-trust law does good 
Insofar as. it can be Invoked 
against combinations which really 

* are monopolies or which restrict 
production or which artificially 
raise prices. But insofar as its 
workings are uncertain or as it 
threatens corporations which have 
not been guilty of anti-social con-

- duct It does harm. There should 
be a fixed governmental policy 

Vl\ which shall clearly define, and 
v.", punish wrong-doing and give in 

advance full information to any 
man as to just what he can and 
just what he cannot legally and 
properly do." 
As to the fitness of the American 

people for self government, Colonel 
Roosevelt said: 

"Many eminent lawyers believe 
that the American people are not 
fitted for popular government, and 
that it is necessary to keep the 
judiciary 'Independent of the ma- ' 

. Jority of the people.' I take ab
solute issue with all those who 
hold such a position." 
Of the recall of judges, ho said: 

"The question is one of expe
diency merely, Each community 
4ias the right to try \the experi
ment for itself in whatever shape 
It pleases. I do not believe In 
adopting ti?e recall save as a last 
resort when It has become clearly 
evident that no other course will 
achieve the desired result." 
Senator LaFollette was mentioned 

but once, as follows: . 
"Following Senator LaFollette a 
number of practjcal workers and 
thinkers in Wisconsin have turned 

'that state into an experimental 
laboratory of wise governmental 
action in aid of social and in
dustrial justice. They have Initi
ated that kind of progressive gov
ernment which means not only the 

Ereservation of true democracy, 
ut the extension of the principle 

of true democracy Into industrial-
Ism as well as into politics." 

Summarizes Political Views. 
;> -Summarizing his political views, Mr. 

Roosevelt said:, -
"In the first place, I believe , in the 

-4 short ballot You \»nnot get good sert-
i 

4 on Page 10.) 

TODAY IN CONGRESS 

SENATE—Favorable report on the 
wireless telegraph treaty authorized 
by foreign relations committee. 
Senator Hitchcock introduced a re-

'solutions to investigate Colombia's 
claim against the United States 

/ growing out of the formation of the 
Panama republic and the canal zone. 

HOUSE—Chemical bill passed by a 
vote of 178 to 127. ^ 
Military affairs committee favorably 
reported resolution requiring secre
tary of war to submit all papers 
bearing on Ainsworth case. 
Agriculture department expenditure 
committee on Florida Everglades in
quiry halted to decide upon scope of 
investigation. 
Representative Hobson precipitated 
a lively, debate by demanding an in
vestigation of Representative Hay's 
charge that he had attacked the 
military affairs committee in a 
"cowardly manner" but apologies 
ended the trouble. 
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Insurgents Vote With Regu
lars in Opposition to Un
derwood Chemical Meas
ure ; Passes, However. '0 

BRIEF MATTERS IN 
THE DAY'S NEWS 
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SAN FRANCISCO.—Former Mayor 
Eugene E.'Schmitz was placed on 
trial today before Judge William. P. 
Lawler with Abraham Ruef, former 
political boss of the city present in 
court to testify against him. Former 
Supervisor Andrew P. Wh|lson, 
whom the mayor is accused of hav
ing bribed in connection with a gas 
franchise, was the principal wit
ness today. "r V:";-

WASHINGTON, D.. C—An investiga
tion of the charge that led to the 
sensational removal of Adjutant 
General Ainsworth was authorized 
today by the house committee on 
military affairs. 

SAN FRANCISCO—A cablegram re
ceived here today from Yuan Shi 
Kai, newly elected president of the 
Chinese republic notified the' 
"Chinese of the world" of his elec
tion. He announced that his admin
istration would be republican. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—As a sequel 
to the interstate commerce commis
sion's decision in the famous "Spok
ane rate case" that freight charges 
to and from Spokane were unrea
sonable and exorbitants the shippers 
of eastern Washington metropolis 
today .made a demand on .various 

; northwestern and trans-continentfcT 
lined for $2,000,000 reparation. 

DES MOINES.—Plans are being com
pleted today for the Des Moines 
automobile show which it is said 
will be the largest in the history of 
the local association. The decorat
ing Alone will cost $5,000. It is plan
ned to hold the show March 29. 

DAVENPORT.—The first instance 
here of a national guardsman being 
Biied in a civil court for the payment 

• of a fine imposed by a court martial 
for non-attendance at drill occurred 
today when a judgment for $6 was 
secured against Private Harry J. 
Roege of Company B, Fifty-fourth 
regiment, I. N. G. The q>urt martial 
fined Roege and he refused to pay 
the amount. 

BURLINGTON.—The Men and Relig
ion Forward Movement convention 
of the southeastern Iowa district 
opened this afternoon at 2 o'clock 
and will continue over Thursday. 
About 200 delegates, ministers aild 
laymen are expected. 

HUTCHINSON, KAN—To prove that 
it would* have been impossible for 
Miss Edna Melson, the adopted 
daughter of-the late Dr. E. E. Rich
ardson to have shot herself without 
inflicting powder burns. Dr. W. H. 
Williamson, county coroner, today 
hung up a ham and fired revolver 
bullets at it from different distances 
and angles. "The test satisfies, me 
that the bullet which killed the' girl 
would not have been fired even from 
a distance of four feet without leav
ing powder marks." 

PITNEY BLAMED FOR 
FATHER'S DECISION 

Same Name Leads Western Labor Or
ganization to Object to New Jersey 

Man's Elevation to Bench. • 

Morristown, N. J., Feb. 21.—Mahlon 
D. Pitney, who was named for the su
preme court of the United States yes
terday by President Taft took notice 
of the opposition to his confirma
tion by the senate that has come from 
a labor organization in the west. 

"I wish simply to deny," he said in 
a statement last night, "that 1 am an 
enemy of labor. As to the decision 
mentioned, and whatever construction 
some may place on it, I have nothing 
to say, for the very good reason that 
it was not mine. The opinion was de
livered orally and on the spur of the 
moment by my late father, Vice Chan
cellor Pitney, in 1903, when I was the 
junior member of the supreme <court 
bench of this state." 

„,gai  -i--' i r vfi "V* Jr v,4s " 
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PALZER AND WELLS 
MATCHED FOR FIGHT 

San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 21.—A1 
Palzer, the young heavyweight who 
lias announced himself as an aspirant 
for Jack Johnson's title, and Bombard
ier Wells, the English champion, are 
to fight here in an open air arena on 
July 4, according to an announcement 
by Promoter Eddie Granny. Palzer 
has signed the articles and Wells haB 
accepted by cable. ., 
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STORM SWEEPS 

Texas, Louisiana and Missis
sippi Struck by Tornado-; 
.Central West Feels Drop 
in Temperature. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 21.—For the 
first time since the insurgent republi
cans broke away from the regulars in 
the fight on the petroleum duty in the 
Payne tariff bill in 1909, the republi
cans of the house, today presented a 
solid front against the passage of a 
tariff revision bill. All 'insurgents 
voted with the regular republican 
forces against the Underwood chem
ical tariff, which was passed, however, 
by a vote of 178 to 127. 

With the passage of the cheipical re. 
vision bill another democratic tariff 
measure was added to the senate cal
endar. The steel bill is pending in the 
senate, where only a coalition of pro
gressive republicans and the demo
crats can pass it. The intention of the 
senate finance committee is to grant 
ample hearings to all parties interest
ed in the tariff bills sent over from 
the house. The republican members 
of the senate finance committee have 
had but one conference. They have 
not definitely outlined their tariff pro
gram. 

The illness of Senator LaFollette 
has interferred seriously with the for-
mulatfon of policy by the progressive 
republican senators, who hold the bal
ance of power. 

The insurgents opposed the measure 
on the ground t£at it was revision up
ward instead of downward. 

"This bill has no support from the 
independent voters in the house, be
cause it is a rank case of upward re
vision," said Representative. Victor 
MurdocK of Kansas, a leader of the in
surgents. "It would take scores of 
articles from the free list and put 
duties on them. It is indefensible." 

Representative Therone Aiken of 
New York, who was elected to con
gress as an Independent republican, 
voted for the measure, as^di^ also Mr. 
Hanna of North Dakota, "a. regular re-
Ku bllca^? fRep«*entat*ve Berger of 
Wisconsin, socialist, voted against it. 
All democratic members of the house 
voted for the bill. 

STRIKE IN ENGLAND 
MAY BOOST U. S. COAL 

Inquiries From British Companies Re
garding Purchases Here Give 

Basis For Increase. 

New York, Feb. 21.—Thf threatened 
cojtl strike in England has caused nu
merous inquiries to to made here from 
English companies' relative to the pos
sibility of obtaining America*1 coal: 
Four large steamers have .been char
tered by the British government to, 
load coal at Norfolk for Gibraltar. 

Should the' English coal strike ma
terialize. soft coal rates in this coun
try will rule high, coal trade men say. 

This situation is further complicated 
by the pending negotiations between; 
the bituminous operators here and the 
miners have given notice that they 
will demand an increase in wages. At coming, down steadily. Delay in 

Meridan, Miss;, Feb. 21.—A destruc
tive wind storm swept over this dis
trict last night destroying thousands 
of dollars worth of property killing 
herds of cattle add demolishing homes' 
in the surrounding country. Telegraph 
wires were prostrated, communication 
not being restored till this afternoon. 

Rev. W. T. Carroll was seriously in
jured when his home at Klondick near 
Meridian, was destroyed. A dozen 
other residences there were blown 
down. 

At ^ntioch a churoh was scattered 
in every direction and two houses 
blown down. At Bogda and Bally sev
eral buildings were wrecked. 

Reports from the storm area are slow 
in reaching here owing to the almost 
paralyzed condition of .the telegraph 
and telephone wires." J 

Eight Killed In Louisiana. 
,Shreveport, La., Feb. 21.—Eight per

sons are detad and about fifty injured 
as the result of a tornado which swept 
through the western outskirts of Shre-
yeport late yesterday. The dead are 
negroes, with the exception of the two 
months' old baby of A. J. Manheim, 
whose home was demolished. The 
baby's body was found a block from 
the Manheim residence. A number of 
negro claims were destroyed in the 
outskirts the city and on nearby 
plantations. 

The tornado approached Shreveport 
from the southwest, sweeping a path 
through two negro sections and cross
ing Red river, struck two plantations 
where negro cabins, barns and out
houses were destroyed. In the city 
proper no damage was done. . ? 

Damage Dona in Texas; 
Dallas Tex. Feb. 21.—'Heavy wind 

storms accompanied in some sections 
qt Texas, by heavy snow fall .did thou
sands of dollars worth of damage by 
wrecking buildings and demoralizing 
telegraph and telephone service today 
In the panhandle country the storm ac
companies by four inches of snow, 
completely disarranged railroad sched
ules. 

San Antonio and Austin, where the 
damage appears greatest, report a wind 
averaging 70 to 100 miles an hour 
which unroofed many residences, blow
ing down chimneys and uprooting 
trees., 

At El Paso much damage is feared 
from frost as fruit trees were in 
blossom. : " ;; : 

> Snow In Central States. 
•' Chicago, Feb. 21.—A snow storm 
blown by a forjty-two mile gale from 
the north visited Chicago and the cen
tral states today accompanied by a 
sudden drop pf the mercury. 

The snow belt reaches south to St. 
Louis, west to Central Iowa, north a 
short distange into Wisconsin and east 
into Ohio. Not more than an inch of 
snow has fallen in any section but it 

this moment the negotiations are said 
to be progressing favorably. , » 

Strike Feared in England. 
London, Eng., Feb. 21.—Conditions* 

throughout Great Britain, particularly 
in the manufacturing districts of the 
north of England, are becoming rapid
ly worse as a result of the threatened 
coal strike, which if it occurs a,t the 
end of the month \fllj throw 800,000 
miners besides workets in other trades 
out of employment. -

At many of the iron works- and oth' 
er big factories the men today receiv
ed notices from the employer* that 
their services would not be inquired 
alter Feb. 29 should the coal strike be 
decided on. Most of the factories: have 
supplies of coal sufficient JprJh^ most 
urgent work in hand. Vy t 

In London and other*'* cities "the 
price of coal already has reached $8.a 
ton, and the poorer classes, ^.people 
are paying almost. double thttf fate, &s 
they purchase only in small quantities. 

The coal owners met in conference 
today to consider the general situa
tion in the trade and also t6 discuss 
the invitation of Premier Asquith? 
who has requested them to meet hinS' 
and some of his colleagues at the for. 
eign office tomorrow to endeavc*' t<4 
arrange a ba8is/ of settlement 

hog shipments caused the market to 
go up from five to ten cents here' at 
the opening. 

Two Feet of Snow at Springfield.. 
Kansas CityyMo., Feb. 21.—With the 

clearing of the Skies in Kansas, Okla
homa and northern Texas today rail
way tiaffic impeded by heavy snows 
ytesterday assumed semblance of regu
larity. 'Snow continued falling today 
in southern Missouri kind northern 
Arkansas. Two feet/of snow has 
fallen at Springfield, Mo. 

^ Trains Held Captive. 
' Wichita, Kan., Feb. 21.—Snow, drift
ed in deep cuts, held three Missouri 
Pacific passenger trains captive, two 
at Reece, Kan., and'one near Hooser, 
Ken. Men have been sent from this 
^tpvto dig them out. 

$50,000 FIRE IN ^ 
y; FLOYD, IOWA, TODAY 

m 
EXPECT ARREST OF > 

BANK DEFAULTER 

"Charles City, Feb. 21.—Fire swept 
the business section of Floyd, six 
mites north of here this morning, de
stroying seven store buildings, includ
ing the postofflce. The loss is estimat-

J ed at $50,000. The fire originated in 
% f i a meat market but the cause has not 
^sSrVBen ascertained. A bank building 

across the street was saved by chem-
icals^ 

Los Angeles, Cal., Feb. 21.—Earl; 
Standard, the missing bookeeper of 
the American National bank of Pom
ona, whose alleged defalcations were; 
found yesterday to amount to $149,000 
is said to be in hiding here, flis ar
rest is expected soon. 

The entire surplus and half the cap
ital stock of the bank are said .'to have 
been swept away by the .shortage, 
which amounted to one-fourth of its 
total deposits. 

48 STARS NOW ON FLAG. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dodd Dies.-
Belknap, Feb. 21.—Mrs. Elizabeth 

Dodd, wife of William Dodd, passed 
away last night about 1 o'clock from 
a complication of diseases. She was 
well liked by all and will be greatly 
missed in the home circle. 

* * 

^•c 

Order Given for Changing National 
it* . Ensign and Union Jack — 
'Effective November 4. 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 21.—An of
ficial order for changing the stars of 
the national ensign and the union jack 
in u^e by the navy to show the addi
tion of two new states to the union 
has been Issued by the navy depart
ment. ' 

The change,- which takes place No
vember 4, provides for forty-eight 
stars to- be arranged In six rows of 
eight stars each, with the correspond
ing stars of each row in a vertical 
line. This arrangement is the one 
recommended by the joint board of the 
army and navy, and approved by Pres
ident Taft. 

eattle Mayor, Recalled 
a Year Ago) Nominated 

Again by Big Majority 
• • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ^  
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Seattle, Wash., Feb. 2L—Former Mayor Hiram C. Gill, removed 
from office in disgrace a year ago by the recall election, was given 
an overwhelming plurality over his rivals for nomination for oince 
yesterday at the municipal primaries. _ " , 

Gill received nearly ten thousand more votes than his nearest 
competitor, George F. Cotterill, single tax candidate, who will oppose 
him at the election in March. Thomas A. Parrish, business men s 
candidate, ran a close third and .Hulett M. Wells •socialist, fourth.-

Gill campaigned under an ' open town" slogan and the resmt; 
yesterday is said to indicate his probable election over Cotterill in 
March. .. 

With 221 out of 281 precincts counted, the vote for mayor stood: 
Gill, 181998; Cotterill, 10,862; Parrish, 9,913; Wells, 7,780. 

About forty per cent of the 74,602 registered voters in Seattle 
are women and observers of the primary election estimated that 
women voted yesterday in about the same proportion. In the recall 
election of last year, the. women voted almost solidly against Gill. 

+ • * * •••••••••• 

+ 
•+ 
* 
+ 
• 
* 

• 
* 
• i 
• ' 
* 

+ 
+ 
• 
* 
* 

LAST WILL OF 
WASHINGTON 

01 VISION OF FIRST PRESIDENT'S 

ESTATES SUBJECT OF STORY 
FOR TOMORROW 

It is usual to see a story featuring 
some of the characteristics of eGorge 
Washington as the anniversary of his 
birth recurs each year, and it is ex
pected that there be such a tribute 
paid the memory of the nation's first 
president and great general. The story 
of the cherry tree has been told and 
retold as well as other incidents of bis 
life, and some have treated the roman
tic side of the country's father, but it 
remains for an Ottumwa woman to 
produce the most unique document of 
all—the last will and testament of 
George Washington. This document of. 
great historic value, is a precious helrA 
loom in the family of Mrs. Ella 
Sprague, 102 South Schuyler street. 
This very Interesting and lengthy 
document will be given ap lace of its 
own tomorrow in the regular issue of 
the Courier. > ^ 

GIRLSSTSSHEWAS 
ft; STOLEN FROM HOME 
Essie May Foster of Denver, Declares 

She is Daughter of Rochester 
• : Millionaire. 

Denver, Colo., Feb. 21— MISB Essie 
May Fowler, who says she was kid
naped from her home when a few 
months old, and always supposed that 
she was the blood kin daughter of 
Mrs. Hannah Foster, has learned, ac
cording to her claim, that her real 
name Is Inez Axelhetmer, and that her 
father, who is reputed to be a million
aire, is living^in* Rochester, N. Y. 

According to Miss Foster it was not 
until shortly before the death of .an 
old negro woman that she learned her 
true Identity. 

"This negro woman, whose name 
was Ellen Monroe, picked me up in my 
father's' yard In Rochester one day," 
said Miss Foster. "I was taken from 
the city, and as I was too young to 
remember .the Incident, I always 
thought Mrs; -Foster was my mother." 

Miss Foster said that for two or 
three years she wore boy's clothing 
and that a dermatologist changed the 
shape of her nose that she might not 
be recognized. 

KICK BROKE NOSE. 

Horse Kicked P. E. Linehauser.in Face 
. . Severely Injuring Well j^nftwn 

Horseman. 
Kicked-in the face as he was feeding 

his horses yesterday, P. E. lielnhauser, 
corner Williams and Milner streets, 
sustained severe injuries ttmong which 
were a break of the nose ip three 
places. Today Mr. Leinhauser although 
still enduring considerable pain from 
his injury, is greatly improved over 
yesterday. He was working among his 
horses, of which he is a fancier, and 
while feeding and otherwise attending 
them, one of thje afllmals kicked back
ward strikihg hinri in the face with 
much of; the force cente^lnfc on the 
nose. Two doctors were called to give 
medical aid to the. injured man. 

, JURY RETURNS VERDICT. 

Suit For $3,000 Draws Down But $15 
Judgment—State C^ate is Now 

In Hearing.';':" ':;.y 
An award of $15 in a suit for $3,000 

was the verdict brought in yesterday 
afternoon by the jury In thi- Skiner-
Rimes damage case. The cost, of 
course, follows the judgment and the 
defendant will have considerable court 
expense as the witness list was large 
and the trial hard fought. 

Through a default of the defendant, 
who accepted service in thfc action, 
Helen E. Myers was granted a decree 
of divorce from Ralph B. Myers today 
in the district court. v 

FARMERS TO MEET HERE.t 

Wapello County Institute . Members 
Will Hold Business $0*slon 

Saturday. 
The Wapello County Farmers' in

stitute officers will meet in the com
mittee rooms of the Courier Saturday 
afternoon at 12:30 o'clock. Some very 
important business will come up for 
disposition and all the officers are ex-
oected to be present 

ESCAPES FROM . 
" RAIL DISASTER 

BURLINGTON FAST MAIL DERAIL
ED BY BROKEN TRUCK—NO 

v ONE WAS INJURED. ..,1*4 

The breaking of a flange on one of 
the wheels on a mall car this morning 
caused the fast mall train, Burlington 
No. 7 to be more than three hpurs late 
in arrival in Ottumwa. It also threat
ened the lives of the men employed on 
the train when the broken flange de
veloped into a complete shattering of 
the rim around the wheel, broke the 
truck and derailed the train. The fol
lowing dispatch from Burlington tells 
of the accident and wher it occurred: 

Burlington, Feb. 21.—A truck on one 
of the cars of Burlington rdute fast 
mail train No. 7 broke down in the 
Illinois bottoms about five miles east 
of Burlington this morning, derailing 
two pars. The cars bumped along over 
the ties for several hundred feet but 
did not turn over. The train was run
ning about 40 miles an hour. 

CHAMP CLARK GETS = 
i ̂ iVOTE OF MISSOURI 
Demoorst«'«t Joplirt: Name DetVgtftSs 

—Edward F; Ooltra «f St. Louis, 
. v ' V ' •  ' *  f t e e l e c t e < J . ? v ; ; ; - :  ^  

Joplin, Mo., Feb. 21.—After an all 
afternoon fight on the floor of »the 
convention caused by a futile effort of 
David A. Ball of Bowling Green, a 
candidate for the gubernatorial nomi
nation, to oppose the slate agreed on 
by party leaders, the democratic state 
convention late yesterday elected the 
following delegates-at-large to the Bal
timore convention each with half a 
vote; 

United States Senators W. J. Stone 
and James A. Reed; former Governor 
A. M. Dockery, of Gallatin; Lon V. 
Stephens, of St. Louis, and David R. 
Francis, of St. Louis; William T. Kem
per, Kansas City; Gilbert S. Parbee, 
Joplin, and Judge Virgil Rule, of St. 
Louis. 

The delegation was instructed to 
vote for Champ Clark for president 
on every ballot. 

Edward F. Goltra, the St. Louis mil
lionaire, was reelected national com
mitteeman by acclamation. In a 
speech accepting the nomination, Mr. 
Goltra pledged his allegiance to Mr. 
Clark's candidacy. \ , 

ELDON CAUCUSES 
SELECT TAFT MEN 

Eldon, Feb. 21.—Two of the four pre
cincts in Washington township selected 
Taft delegates to the county conven
tion at the caucuses here yesterday. 
Washington 1st and Washington 2nd 
will hold their caucuses later in th« 
week. The third precinct selected the 
following delegates:, J. E. Varnum, H 
C. Yass, Dr. D. A. Jay, Adelbert Christy 
and C, *'A/ Owen, Jr. Washington 4th 
will be represented at the county cof»-
vention by the following Taft dele
gates: Fred Manro, George W. Creatto, 
John Warren, Ed Stewart and James 
Acton. 

c.*M 
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< DAY WILL BE OBSERVED. 

Banks and Postofflce Will Close To-
' morrow; Nimocks Issue? 
V;)j;:'.Notice to Patrons. 

Tomorrow, Washington's birthday, 
will be observed tomorrow as a legal 
holiday. The banks of the city will 
close, and special hours will be in 
force, at the Ottumwa postofflce. The 
.following notice has been Issued by 
Postmaster Nimocks: 

The Ottumwa post office will 
pbserve Washington's birthday, Thurs
day February 22, as a holiday. 

On that date carriers will make one 
business delivery at usual time for 
first business trip, and the carrier win
dows at the post office will be open 
from 9:45 a. m. to 10:46 a. m. for the 
delivery of all mail. 
.The money order, registry, postal 

savings bank, stamp and general de
livery windows will open at usual time, 
(7:30 a. m.) and will close at 10:45 
a. m. for the day. 

Regular collection service will be 
made in the evening at the regular 
time, no change. 

At the South Side station, the car
riers will make one business delivery, 
and open carrier windows at office at 
10:30 a. m. and close at 11:30 a. m. 
The stamp and general delivery win
dow at the station will open at 7:30 a. 
m. and CIOBO at 11:30 a. m. for«the day. 

SWEPTBYFIRF 
From Six to Ten 

Million Caused by Blaze 
That Stretches for a Mil* 
and a Half. i**1. 

-4 ' 

FLAMES CHECKED 
ON BANKS OF STREAM 

- ' 

pf HlCit> 
s Firemen 

•m; 

Principal, Parts 
Saved >; When 
Concentrate at One Point* 
Homeless People Suffer, i 

Houston, Texas, Feb. 21.—Impeller 
by a gale that swept In with one of the 
coldest northers of the winter, flames' 
swept through the eastern section of. 
Houston, early today, ' wiped out 
twenty-five blocks of the city and 
caused a loss from six to ten 
million dollars. 

Scores of cottages were destroyeu 
as well as a number of big manufactur
ing plants and .thousands of . persons 
were made homeless. • ^ 

Th'e greater part of the'loss lfi^coh-
fined to the lumber' and cotton' In
dustries. Forty-five thousand bales of 
cotton stored In warehouses and com-' 
presses were burned. This, estimate 
alone represents a loss of $2,000,00c,'^' 

The fire started in a cottage neat" 
the Southern Pacific railroad tracks 
soon after midnight, its origin has not 
been definitely established., A heavy; 
wind picked up the flames and hurled 
them to neighboring cottages* and; 
boarding houses, in a flash they 
ignited,,; spouting great columns of 
sparks. Seising these, the forty-mile 
gale carried tttejoi tblocka away," and 
within., ha lf-JHt-bOttfl" after the^tt# 
broke out a great area of small resi
dences was in flames; 

The fire spread rapidly to manu
facturing plants that bordered on cot
tages and boarding houses where hun
dreds of working men lived. The fire V 
spread so rapidly that firemen for the 
time abandoned attempts to check the 
flames, instead devoting their energies, 
to warning householders. Possible loss -
of life wasi thus averted. 

At the big manufacturing plants and = 
cotton compresses city firemen and 
volunteers, had organized to fight the 
onrushing flames. Walls and roofs of 
the plants were watersoaked. This • 
water was licked up In the flash of ?n 
eye by the advance guard of, sparks, 
and when the great columns of flams * 
reached the factoHes they succumbed 
as easily as the rows of cotages. ||| 

Lasf Stand on Bank of Stream.!^*1 

An hour after the flames began their 
advance, the firemen organized for a ", 
final stand at Buffalo bayou, a small 
stream that divides the eastern part 
of the city from the main section ana 
every piece of fire fighting apparatus 
was stationed along the banks of this1 

stream. If t,he fire leaped the bayou, 
It meant the destruction of the entire 
dty. 

As the advancing towers of flames, 
began to hiss toward the "bayou banks ' -
hundreds of streams of water were 
hurled Into them, checking, little by ' 
little, their progress, At some of the 
narrower portions of the stream the ' 
flames leaped across, but. the more 
substantial buildings they reached did ' 
not afford the tlnder-like fuel hereto-' ^ 
fore encountered, and the spread of 
the fire was prevented. t. 

Thousands of persons were driven 
from their homes. In the cold of the 
norther they suffered slightly from ex- 7 
posure. Relief work was at once set 
under way, however, and food hnd , 
clothing provided tor the refugees.' 
Many persons were hurt, during the -
fire, but so far as can be determined, 
there" were no casualties. 

The burned area is at least a mile . 
and/a half long, and at points a quar
ter of a mile wide. It embraces the 
ashes of the long rows of cottages and > ' 
solid streets of manufacturing plants.- < 
It was swept clean by the fiames. ^ 
Nothing was saved. V v '. . 

One of the first of the more preten- " 
ious buildings attacked was the brick' 
Star and Crescent hotel. Inmates had1 

been warned of the on coming flames ; 
and all escaped without Injury, * 
, Hundreds, Homeless, Are Cared For. Pf?'" 

The flames' roar gave warning or*"', 
the coming, and hundreds of persons, ' 
giving no heed, to the chilly wind fledt *V 
from their homes clad only In that/^; 
night clothes as they heard it. Wom- ^' r ' 
en, carrying babies; women st whose^ 
skirt small children clung, gathered in«^y 
homes of nearby neighbors for refuge,5if 
only to be driven out a few minutest 
later by the further progress of th«s?.# 
fire. \ • 

Firemen appointed leaders among 
men of the flame-swept district and 
they, marshaling the refuges, led them 
to the rear of the flames and out of 
danger. Homes were quickly provid
ed for the stricken people In other 
residence sections of the city. Cloth-, 
ing and food was prepared by a relief ' -

(Continued on Page 10.) 
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