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CHAIRMAN. HILLES GIVES SUMMARY OF CONTESTS AT 
CHICAGO:SHOWS TAFT DELEGATES HONESTLY SEATED 

Action of National Committee and Credentials Committee Summarized, Bringing Out That 164 of the 238 
Cases Were Wholly Without Merit; Remaining Contests Taken up by Districts and 

Evidence Given to Sustain Legality of President's Renomination 
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i J- Washington, D. C.. July 28.—A state-
^ ment, approved by President Tflft, de-
j& fending his nomination by the Chl-

cago convention, was made public at 
,/^the white house today. It reviews 
tw.-r' every contest before the republican na-
f ' - tlonal committee and the credentials 

committee of the convention and as
serts that each contest was settled 

*** logically upon its merits. The state-
t, ment was submitted to the cabinet at 

'ft recent meeting and received the ap-
v * proval of the president's official 
* 'family. 

The statement, which is a lengthy 
document of 144 printed pages, is a de
tailed denial of the charge that, the re-
nomination of President Taft was ac
complished by the seating of fradu-
lently elected delegates to the conven-

•' tion. It takes up individually the 238 
contests Instituted by the Roosevelt 

> lorces against Taft delegates who 
•were seated, and presents evidence in 

•i each of these cases to Bhow that the 
| Taft delegates were regularly elected. 

Contests Not In Good Faith. 
; A resume of the statement, prepared 
fcy Charles D. Hilles, formerly Presi
dent Taft's secretary, and now chair
man of the republican national com
mittee, takes up each contest briefly. 

This resume opens with the declara 
tlon that the Roosevelt 
originally filed before the national 
committee, were not instituted in good 
faith. 

Full Text of Resume. 
The full text of the Hilles resume is 

u follows: 
The total number of delegates sum

moned to the convention under its call 
was 1,078, with 640 necessary to a 
choice. Mr. Taft had 561 votes on the 
first and only ballot and was declared 
the nominee. There were instituted 
against 238 of the delegates regularly 
elected tor Tafttj contests on behalf of 
Roosevelt These contests were 
avowedly instigated not for the pur
pose of really securing seats in the 
convention, not for the purpose of ad
ducing evidence which would lead any 
respectable court to entertain the con
tests, but for the purpose of deceiv
ing the public into the belief that Mr. 
Roosevelt had more votes than he 
really had, as the conventions and pri
maries were in progress for the selec
tion of delegates. This is not only a 
necessary inference from the charac
ter of the contests, but it was boldly 
avowed by the chief editor of the 
newspapers owned'by Mr. Munsey, 
who has been Mr. Roosevelt's chief 
financial and newspaper supporter. 
The two hundred and thirty-eight con-: 
tests were reduced by abandonment, 
formal or in substance, to seventy-four. 
The very fact of these 164 frivolous 
conteets Itself reflects upon the gen
uineness and validity of the remainder. 
The seventy-four delegates include six 
at large from Arizona, four at large 
from Kentucky, four at large from In
diana, six at large from Michigan, 
eight at large from Texas, and eight 
at large from Washington, and also 
two district delegates each from the 
Ninth Alabama, the Fifth Arkansas, 
the ifclrteenth Indiana, the Seventh, 
Eighth and Eleventh Kentucky, the 
third Oklahoma, the second Tennes
see, and from each of nine districts, 
the first, second, fourth, fifth, seventh, 
eighth, ninth, tenth and fourteenth of 
Texas. 

Contested Delegates-at-Large. 
Arizona. 

In fte Arizona convention there 
were ninty-three votes. All the dele
gates—six in number—were to be se
lected at large. The counties were en
title! to select their delegates through 
their county committee, or by primary. 
In one county, Maricopa, a majority 
of the committee decided to select its 
delegates, and a minority to have a 
, primary. In other counties there were 
some contests, and the state commit
tee, following the usage of the Nation
al committee, gave a hearing to all 
contestants In order to make up the 
temporary roll. There was a clear ma-
ijority of the Taft delegates among the 
uncontested delegates. The commit
tee made up the temporary roll, and 
then there was a bolt, sixty-four re

gaining in the hall and twenty-five 
withdrawing therefrom. The case of 
the Taft majority was so clear that it 
Is difficult to understand why a con
tact was made. 

Indiana. 
; In Indiana, the four Taft delegates 

at large were elected in a state con
vention to which Marion county, in 
which. Indianapolis Is situate, was en
titled to 128 votes. A primary was 

gate's seat was uncontested. The 
three contestants admitted they were 
not elected by the convention which 
sent the Taft delegates or by any oth
er. They only contended that if the 
Roosevelt forces had had a majority, 
they would have been elected. There 
were 2356 delegates summoned 
to the convention by its call. 
There were 449 of these whose seats 
were contested. If all of these had 
been conceded to Roosevelt, it would 
have made the Roosevelt vote 297 
votes less than a majority. The appeal 
to the committee on credentials from 
the decision of the national committee 
was abandoned, as it ought to have 
been. 

Michigan. 
In Michigan the state convention 

had in it about 1,200 delegates. There 
were only two counties in dispute or 
contest. One "was Wayne county, in 
which Detroit is' situated, and the 
other was Calhoun county. The evi
dence left no doubt that the Taft men 
carried by a very large majority 
Wayne county, but it was immaterial 
whether this was true or not, because 
leaving out both Wayne county and 
Calhoun county, the only counties in 

a usual total republican vote of 75,000. the vote carried. The Roosevelt men ]tho district convention under the call. 
The action of the chairman of the "com
mittee in attempting to add 131 pre
cinct men to the old committee was 
of course beyond his power. The reso
lution authorizing him to fill vacancies 
of course applied only to those places 
which became vacant after they had 
been filled, and clearly did" not apply 
to 131 new precincts. It could not in 
the nature of things apply to a change 
from the old system to a complete new 
system of precincts created by the city 
council because if they were to be 
filled, the entire number of 331 new 
precincts different from the old must 
be filled. One system could not be 
made into the other by a mere addi
tional appointment of 131 committee
men. No lawyer will say that such ac
tion by the committee thus constituted 
was legal. Therefore, the action which 
the lawful committee of 250 took in 
electing Taft delegates who made a 
majority in the state convention was 
the only one which could be recog
nized as valid. 

Contested District Delegates. 
Alabama—Ninth District. 

The ninth Alabama contest turned 

thus prevented a roll call and then 
bolted. 

Kentucky, Seventh District. 
In the 7th Kentucky district, the 

total vote of the convention was 145. 
There were contests from 4 counties 
involving 95 votes. According to the 
rules of the party in Kentucky, where 
two sets of credentials are presented 
those delegates whose credentials are 
approved by the county chairman are 
entitled to participate in the tem
porary organization. On the tem
porary roll the Taft chairman was 
elected by 98 votes and 47 votes were 
cast for the Roosevelt candidate. 
The committee on credentials was then 
appointed, consisting of one member 
named by each county delegation. The 
majority report of the committee was 
adopted unanimously by the conven
tion, no delegation whose seats were 
contested being permitted to vote on 
its own case. As soon as the ma
jority report of the credentials commit
tee had been adopted, the Roosevelt 
adherents bolted. There was not the 
slightest reason for sustaining the' con
test for Roosevelt delegates. 

Kentucky, Eighth District. 
The 8th Kentucky district was com

posed of 10 counties, having 163 votes, 
were 

One county, Rains, chose an uncontest
ed delegation, and that one was for 
Taft. The other four counties sent 
contesting delegations. The contesting 
delegations appeared before the con
gressional executive committee to pre
sent their claims, but the committee 
arbitrarily refused to hear anybody. 
Having exhausted every effort to se
cure a hearing, the four contesting 
delegations, together with the only un 
contested delegation of the conven 
tkJli, withdrew to another place and 
held a convention and elected Taft 
delegates to the Chicago convention. 
The congressional convention which 
elected the Taft delegates was com
posed of more than a majority, and, 
Indeed, of practically all the regularly 
elected delegates. The national com
mittee held the title of the Taft dele
gates to their seats valid by viva voce 
vote without calling for a division. 

Fifth District. 
The 5th district of Texas is com

posed of Dallas, Ellis, Hill, Bosque and 
Rockwell counties. Dallas county cast 
more republican votes than all the 
other counties of the district put to
gether. The call for the congressional 
convention allowed each county to send 
not to exceed four delegates, but made 
no reference to this basis of representa-

as to hardly merit recital 
Texas. 

In Texas there were 249 counties, of 
which four have no county govern
ment. The 245 counties under the call 
of the convention were allowed to 
have something over 1,000 delegates 
representing them, who were given 
authority to cast 248 votes. Of the 245 
counties, there were ninety-nine coun
ties in which the total republican vote 
was but 2,000, in fourteen of which 
there were no republican voters, in 
twenty-seven of which there were less 
than ten each, and in none of which 

(On the question whether the chairman 
contest, the Taft delegates outnum- j 0f a district committee had power to 
bered by several hundred the Roose-jfjjj vacancies, whether a committee-^ 

contests, as velt delegates, and they had a clear man wjj0 j,ad sent j,js resignation to of which 82 were necessary to a 
majority out of the total^number of take effect only in case he was not choice. There was no contest In five tion of the respective counties compos-
votes that should have been in the, present, being present, should be pre- of the counties, and although the ,jng the district. There was a contest 
convention. The contest was so weak vented from acting a3 committeeman, Roosevelt men claimed that there was from Dallas county, but the Taft dele-

and, third, on the identity of another .one in Spencer county, no contest was 
committeeman. The written resolution J presented against the seating cf the 
under which the right of the chairman; regular elected Taft delegates from 
to appoint vacancies was claimed!that county. This gave the Taft dele-
showed on its face that the specific j gates 84 votes or 2 more than neces-
authority was written in in different. sary for a choice. In other words as-
-wrlting and different colored pencil j suming that the Roosevelt men were 
between the lines. A number of affi- entitled to all the delegates from the 
davits were filed by committeemen counties in which they f)led contests 
who were present when the resolution in the district convention, there re-
was passed, to show that the resolu- mained a clear majority of uncontest-
tion contained no such authority. This 
gave rise to a question of fact upon delegates to Chicago. 
which a very large3 majority of both Oklahoma, Third District. 

. the national committee and the com- j In the 3rd Oklahoma district, the 
was there any republican organization, | mittee on credentials held that the auestion of the validity of the seats of 
and in none of which had a primary or jea<j pencil insertion was a forgery, the delegates turned on thie constitu-

that the chairman did not have the I tion of the congressional committee 
authority therefore to appoint to the which was made up of 12 Taft men and 
vacancies,'and therefore the action of 7 Rcosevelt men. The chairman, Coch-
his committee was not valid. This Iran, was a Roosevelt man, and at-

ed delegates who voted for the Taft 

convention been held. It was shown 
Colonel Cecil Lyon, to whom had been 
assigned as referee the disposition of 
the patronage of the national republi
can administration for ten years in 
the state, had been in the habit of con
trolling the republican state conven
tion by securing from two federal of
fice holder's in each of these ninety-
nine counties a certificate granting a 
proxy to Colonel Lyon, or a friend of 
his, to represent the county, as if regu
larly conferred by a republican county 
organization. The national committee 
and the committee on credentials and 
the convention, after the fullest inves
tigation, decided that these ninety-nine 
counties in which the republican vote 
was so small, and in which there was 
no republican party, no convention, no 
primary, no organization, was not the 
proper source for a proxy to give a 
vote equal to that to be cast by the 
other 146 counties in which there was 

republican organization, and in 
which primaries or conventions were 
held. The two committees therefore 
held such ninety-nine proxies to be 
illegal and not the basis of proper rep
resentation. The two tribunals who 
heard the case decided that they 
should deduct the ninety-nine votes 
from the total of 245 and give the rep
resentation to those who controlled 
the majority of the temainder. The re
mainder was 152 votes, and out of that 
the Taft men had carried eighty-nine 
counties, having ninety votes. This 
gave to the Taft men a clear majority 
in the state convention, and with it 
eight delegates at large. 

Washington. 
The contest In Washington turned 

on the question whether the Taft dele
gates appointed by the county com
mittee In King county, in which 
Seattle Is situated, were duly elected 
to the convention, or whether a pri
mary which was subsequently held, and 
at which Roosevelt delegates were 
elected, was properly called, so that Its 
result was legal. Under the law, the 
county committee had the poWer-' to 
decide whether It would select the 
delegates directly or should call a 
primary. In some counties of the state, 
one course was pursued, and in other 
counties the other. In King county, the 
committee consisted of 250 men, the 
majority of whom were for Taft, and 
that majority, acting through its 
executive committee, selected the Taft 
delegates to the state convention. 
Meantime, the city council of Seattle 

? * f "w. 

r^o^o^ifQ l/'-Th I bad redistricted the city. It before had held In Indianapolis, at which Taft 25Q preclncts Now 8ub8tantially. the 
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polled 8,000, and Roosevelt 1,400 votes. 
This gave Taft 106 delegates in the 
state convention from Marion county, 
and If they were properly seated, the 
control of the convention by a large 
majority was conceded to Taft. At
tempt was made to Impeach the re
turns from Marion County by charges 
of fraud and repeating. These charges 
were of a general character, without 
specification, except as to one ward, 
out of fifteen wards, and then the im
peaching witness admitted he could 
not claim fraud enough to change the 
result In that ward. The national 
committee upon which there were flf-

same territory was divided up into 381 
precincts. The chairman of the county 
committee was a Roosevelt man. He 
had been given authority by general 

made it necessary to reject the con
testants. The committee decided the 
two other issues of fact before them 
In favor of the Taft contention, al- substituted, and thereupon the conven 

tempted to prevent the majority of the 
committee from taking action. The 
Chairman was removed, and another 

though the first decision was con
clusive. 

Arkansas—Fifth District. 
In the fifth Arkansas*, the question 

was one of the identity of one faction 
or the other as the republican party. 
This convention followed the example 
of the convention of 1908 in holding 
that what was known as the Redding 
faction was not the republican party, 
that it was a defunct organization, and 
had only acquired life at the end of 
each four years for the purpose of 
using it in the national convention. 
The contestants were therefore re
jected. It was shown that the other 
or Taft had been in active existence, 
as the republican party, had nomi
nated a local ticket and had run a 
congressman. 

California—Fourth District. 
The fourth California presented this 

question: Under the state law, the 
delegation, two from each district, was 
elected on a general ticket, in a £roup 
of twenty-six. Each delegate might 
either express his presidential prefer
ence or agree to vote for the presi
dential candidate receiving the high
est number in the state. In the fourth 
district the two candidates from that 
district on the '"aft ticket expressed 
a preference for Taft, but did not 
agree to vote for the candidates hav
ing the highest state vote. These Taft 
delegates in the fourth district re
ceived a majority of 200 more than the 
Roosevelt delegates in that district. 
The national call forbade any law or 
the acceptance of any law which pre
vented the election of delegates by dis
tricts. In other words, the call of the 
national convention was at variance 
with the state law. The state law 
sought to enforce the state unit rule, 
and required the whole twenty-six 
delegates to be voted for all over the 
state, assigning two to each district 
on the ticket to abide the state-wide 
election, while the republican national 
convention has insisted upon the unit 
of the district since 1880. That has 
beeu the party law. This convention 
recognized the party law and held it 
to be more binding than that of 
the state law, and allowed the two 
delegates who had received In the 
fourth district a vote larger than 
their two opponents assigned to that 
district, to become delegates in the 
convention. This was clearly lawful, 
for a state has no power to limit or 

resolution to fill vacancies occurring control the basis of representation of 
in the committee. A general meeting 
of the committee had been held after 
the city council had directed the re-
districting of the city, in which it was 
resolved, the chairman not dissenting, 
that representatives could not be 
selected to fill the 131 new precincts 
until an election was held in Septem
ber, 1912. Thereafter, and in spite of 
this conclusion, the chairman assumed 

teen anti-Taft men rejected the Roose- the right by his appointment to add to 
velt contestants and gave the Taft the existing committee 131 precinct 
delegates their seats by a unanimous 
vote. Senator Borah and Frank B. 
Kellogg, both Roosevelt men, made 
speeches In explaining the votes in 
which they said that the case turned 

committeemen, and with these voting 
in the committee, it is claimed that a 
primary was ordered. There waB so 
much confusion in the meeting that 

a voluntary national party in a na
tional convention. The fact that Presi
dent Taft by telegram aproved all the 
twenty-six delegates as representing 
him is said to be an estoppel against 
his claiming the election of two of 
those delegates in their fourth district. 
What is there inconsistent In his ap
proving the candidacy of all his d^le- ( 
gates and the election of two of them? j 
Why should he be thus estopped to' 
claim that part of the law was inopera
tive because in conflict with the call 
of the convention? 

Indiana. Thirteenth District. 
In the 13th Indiana there was no 

wholly on the Marion county primary! that the Taft men protested against 
and as there was no evidence to im-1 any action by a committee so consti-
peach the result certified, the title of ituted, on the ground that the chair-

thls is doubtful. However, the fact is • question about the victory of the Taft 
men, -because the temporary chairman 

the Taft delegates was clear. This 
Is the convention whose proceedings 
called forth such loud charges of 
theft and fraud from Mr. Roosevelt. 

Kentucky. 
In Kentocky, a contest was filed 

against only three of the four dele
gates *4 ttThe fourth Taft dele-

I S 
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man had no authority to appoint the 
131 new committeemen. They refused 
to take part in the primary, and so did 
the LaPollette men. The newapapers 
reported the numbeT of votes in the 
primary to be something over 3.000. 
The Roosevelt committee showed by 
affidavit the number to be 6,000 out of 

representing the Taft side was con
ceded to have been elected by one-half 
vote more than the Rcosevelt candi
date. This one-half vote extended 
through the riotous proceedings, and 
although it was not as wide as a barn 
door, it was enough. The chairman 
put the question as to electing the 
laft delegates, and after continuous 
objection lasting three hours, declared 

, 1,5, if 

tion was duly called to order on the 
temporary roll prepared by the con
gressional committee, which was made 
the permanent roll and the two Taft 
delegates to Chicago were duly select
ed. Every county in the district had 
its representation and vote in the 
regular convention, and no person 
properly accredited as a delegate w'as 
excluded or debarred from participat
ing in its proceedings. Cochran and 
his followers bolted after his deposi
tion. Assuming that all the committee 
who went out with -him had the right 
to act on the committee, it left the 
committee standing 12 for Taft and 7 
for Roosevelt, so it was. simply a ques
tion whether a majority of the com
mittee had the right to control its ac
tion or a minority. The bolting con
vention which Cochran held was not 
attended by a majority of the duly 
elected delegates to the convention. It 
did not have the credentials from the 
various counties, and its membership 
was largely made up of bystanders 
who had not been duly accredited by 
any county in the district. Its action 
was entirely without authority. 

Tennessee, Second District. 
In the 2d Tennessee district there 

were 59 delegates uncontested out of 
a possible total of 108 In the conven
tion. There were 49 contested. The 
Roosevelt contestants in the 49 re
fused to abide the decision of the com
mittee on credentials, and withdrew, 
leaving 59 uncontested delegates. 
These 59 delegates, part cf whom were 
Roosevelt men, remained in the con
vention, appointed the proper com
mittees. settled contests, and pro
ceeded to select Taft delegates. There 
can be no question about the validity 
therefore of their title. 

Texas, First District. 
The only remaining districts are the 

nine districts from Texas. Of these, 
the first district was composed of 11 
counties, each county having one vote, 
except Cass county, which had two. 
The executive committee, composed of 
one representative from each county, 
made up the temporary roll, and in 
the contests filed from two counties 
seated both delegates with one-half 
vote each. The convention elected 
the two Taft delegates, giving them 
10% votes. Each county was repre
sented in this vote. A minority rep
resenting 1% votes bolted the regular 
convention, and held a rump meeting. 
The National committee by unanimous 
vote decided the contest In favor of the 
Taft delegate. 

Second District. 
In the 2nd Texas district there were 

14 counties. Two counties were found 
not to have held conventions, and one. 
county to have no delegate present. 
The convention was then constituted 
bv the delegations that held regular 
credentials. The report of the com
mittee on credentials was accepted 
upon roll call and then the representa
tives of five counties withdrew from 
the hall. The representatives of four 
of these counties held a rump conven- J 
tion. The regular convention remained 
In session several hours appointed the 
usual committees, which retired and 
made their reports, which were ac
cepted, and elected two Taft delegates 
to the national convention, and certi
fied their election In due form to the 
national committee, which without 
division asked for, held them properly 
elected. 

Fourth District. 1 

The 4th Texas district consists of 
five counties, each having one vote in 

gates were seated. Taft delegates 
were seated on the temporary roll from 
two counties, and Roosevelt delegates 
from the three counties, and the rep
resentation in the convention was fixed 
at one vote for each county 
without regard to the number of 
delegates in the convention or the 
number of republican votes cast 
in such county. A minority report 
of the district committee was pre
sented, protesting- against the 
ratio of representation adopted. The 
chairman of the convention objected 
to the presentation of this minority re
port. Failing in this he abandoned the 
platfo*m and left the hall. 

The convention thereupon elected a 
new chairman and a new-secretary, ap
pointed a committee on credentials, 
which recommended the seating of the 
Taft delegates from Hill county and 
the adoption of the minority report of 
the district committee as to the basis 
of the representation In the convention. 
Both these recommendations were ad
opted, and Taft delegates to the na
tional convention were thereupon elect
ed bj^a vote of eight to three. The 

Roosevelt men thereafter retired to the 
south end of the hall where they or
ganized a meeting at which it was 
claimed the Roosevelt delegates to the 
national convention were elected. The 
republican vote for the district for 1908 
was as follows: Dallas county, 2,068; 
Ellis, 594; Hill, 414; Bosque, 266; Rock
well, 38. Both the national committee 
and the committee on credentials sus
tained the Taft deegates. 

8«venth Distriot. 
The seventh congressional district of 

Texas is composed of the following 
counties: Anderson, Chambers, Gal
veston, Houston, Liberty, Polk, San 
Jacinto And Trinity were without 
proper party organization. In Texas, 
county chairmen must be elected by 
the voters in each party. No such elec
tion was held in any of these three 
counties. In two of them Colonel Lyon 
assumed to appoint chairmen, which 
he had no right to do. Lyon himself 
had classed these three counties as un
organized and without party organiza
tion. v 

The convention met in Galveston. 
The executive committee met prior to 
the meeting of the convention to make 
up the temporary roll of delegates. The 
executive committee had before it the 
question of having the three unorgan
ized counties represented in the con
vention. The executive committee re
fused to recognize them. When this 
action was taken by the executive com
mittee, a delegate from Houston coun
ty and the alleged representatives from 
the three unorganized counties with
drew from the meeting and proceeded 
to. organize another convention, and 
upon this Is based the contest, which 
was rejected by both committees, the 
national committee, and the credentials 
committee. 

Eighth District. 
In the eighth congressional conven

tion a split occurred over the majority 
and minority reports of the executive 
committee as to the temporary roll. 
The Roosevelt followers controlled the 
executive committee, but did not have 
a majority in the convention which 
adopted tho minority report and gave 
Taft 5% votes and Roosevelt 2% votes. 
This resulted in the election of the Taft 
delegates, who were seated by both the 
national committee and the credentials 
committee. 

Ninth District. 
In the ninth district ,the district 

committee was called by Mr. Speaker, 
a member of the committee, and not 
by the chairman. The chairman re
fused to convene the committee be
cause he claimed that all the delegates 
from Texas to the national convention 
must be elected in the state convention, 
that Colonel Lyon his superior had 
thus directed him. The district com
mittee was called. Seven members at
tended the meeting. The district con
vention was called on the 15th of May. 
Eleven counties out of the fifteen re
sponded and took part in the conven
tion. Three counti^ were not repre
sented, and in one of these there was 
no election. After this convention had 
been called, the chairman of the dis
trict committee changed his mind and 
called a meeting of the committee for 
April 17. This committee called a con
gressional convention to be held on the 
18th of May. But there was no publi
cation of the call, which had to be 
thirty days before the convention, un
til April 21. The Taft convention 
seems therefore to have been duly and 
regularly convened, while the RooBe-
velt convention was not. The Taft dele
gates were seatr I. 

Tenth Distriot. 
In the tenth district, the decision 

m 

which two members of the district 
committee voted in the Seating of deU 
egates and upon the bad faith with 
which one of them used the proxy in
trusted to him. The Taft delegates in 
this case bolted and left the hall and 
Immediately in the same building or-
ganized another convention which con- pM' 
sisted of delegates from six counties, ssss 
Proceedings were regularly held; a' 1 

permanent organization affected, the i'isi' 
report of the committer on resolutions $jgi: 
adopted, and delegates pledged to Taft 
were elected. The undisputed evidence ||f| 
Indicated that a flagrant attempt had " , 
been made to deprive Taft of this dls- -'I 
trict, to which he was justly entitled. 
The national committee sustained the 'Si 
title of the Taft delegates and alter- h? 
nates by a practically unanimous vote, 

Fourteenth Distriot. U-** 
In the fourteenth district there were V" 

fifteen counties in the district. When 
the executive committee met at San aSt4* 
Antonio to make up the temporary roll, 
there were ten members of the com
mittee present whoBe right to act was 
undisputed, of whom six were for Taft 
and four for Roosevelt There were 
four other Roosevelt men present 
whose right to vote was disputed and 
who were clearly not entitled to rep
resent their county at that meeting. 
One of them held the proxy of the com
mitteeman from Kendall county, who 
was dead, and the proxies from three 
other' counties were held, two by post
masters and one by an assistant post
master, while under the election law 
of Texas no one who holds an office of 
profit or trust under the .United States 
shall act as a member of an executive 
committee either for the state or for 
any district or county. The temporary 
roll was made up by Taft members, 
having a clear majority without per 
mitting these men to act under their 
proxies. There was a contest over the 
delegation from Bexar county which 
contains the city of San Antonio. Fult< ^ 
consideration was given to this con-.gpi$"' 
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test, but the testimony was over
whelming that Taft carried the count}' 
by a vote of four or live to one. On the 
proper basis thfe total vote in the dis
trict convention was sixty-seven, of ' 
which the number instructed or voting 
for Taft was 37%: the number voting 
or instructed for R.oosevelt 28%; not f 
voting 1. The Taft delegation was . 
therefore seated at Chicago. ^ 

Conclusion. 
The purpose of this resume of the ^ 

contests in which there was any 
shadow of substance has been to in- v 

form those who'have not time, or in
clination to read the longer and more $ 
detailed account of them in "the larger -
pamphlet. It is not essential to make „ 
Mr. Taft's title Indisputable that all * 
men agree on every one of the issues > 
raised. They were decided by the v 

tribunals which uniform party usage ^ 
had made the proper tribunals to de-
clde such contests. If those tribunals 
acted In good faith, a mistaken judg- , 
ment would not invalidate their de
cisions. As a matter of fact, an exam-
lnation of the facts show that tho *. 
tribunals were right in every instance ' 
There is not the slightest evidence that 
they were moved by other than a-mer« 
desire to reach a rifcht. conclusion. On 
the other hand, the action cf tm; 
Roosevelt men in bringing 160 contests 
that they promptly abandoned strong
ly tended to show a lack of good fait.i 
in the prosecution of all of them. Th 
who support President Taft 

i 

afford to stand on the record 
case, and to asseverate withoul 
s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h * -

v e ' 
thM '3 

eates whose seats were contested-wero 
as fairly seated in this convention a* in ine tenm district, IM decision a» .7 L7 *v,a nUrtv 
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Great Cleanup Sale i 
We go about this business of cleaning up in a clean-cut, de

cided fashion. We have 

no middle way. 
We have neither the patience nor the desire to make slight 

reductions and then hope that the public will think that the 

values are great. 

"When clearance time comes, 
we consider no motive and regard no other methods than those 

that will quickly accomplish our end. The prices at which we 

offer you these Cramblit & Poling Clothes now are almost 

half their former regular prices. The values are so great that 

you can ill afford to miss them. Every suit in the house, in

cluding blacks and blues are embraced in this clearance move-
None sent on'approval or charged. Alterations charged for. 
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ment. 

$12.50 and $13.50 Suits now— $ 8.50 
$15.00 and $16.50 Suits now— $ 9.95 
$18.50 and $20.00 Suits now—$11.85 
$22.50 and $25.00 Suits now— $14.95 
$27.50 and $30.00 Suits now.... $21.00 

Boys' Wash Suits % price. 
Boys' Wool suits almost V2 
price 
Men's Straw Hats V2 price 

3 Shirts for $1.00 

CRAMBLIT & POLING, Clothiers 
The Store of Greatest Values 
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