
THE OLD CROSS-ROAD

From “Down Country Larveo,” by Byron Williams

Como w ith me by the. old cross-road
That leads to Uncle Bill’s

Down thia wny through a dreamland filled
With peace that God Instills!

FoHow me by the winding rut
Where baby rabbits play,

Deep and far in the fragrant del!
With brook-splashed roundelay!

Come with me where the moo-cows drink;
Aye! drink unto their All—

Down the road, past the stubble field
Where pipe 6 the whip-poor-will!

Goldenrod and the sumac red
Are banked in bright array,

Bees, a-buzz, hum a drowsy strain.
Throughout the cross-road way!

Take mv hand o'er the rock-strewn gulch
And on to Uncle mil's —

This is life in a paradise

That thrills and thrills aud thrills!

Oh, for gift but to keep my heart
A-fUI with cross road Joy,

Incense pure of the days when I
Was just a country boy!

Characters in Cheeks.

Various faddists have instituted sys-

tems for reading character from al-
most every member of the human
body, and the latest is the young wom-
an who announces herself as a "reader

of cheeks.*’
Tho mature woman with youthful,

round cheeks is not necessarily Intel-
lectual, but her cheeks are an Infalli-
ble sign that she Is never afflicted
with nerves or stinginess. On the

other hand, the long, narrow, thin
cheeks mark tho pessimist who looks
always on the darkest side of life and
bo|>es for the worst. Full cheeks,
when not accompanied by an excess
of fat, denote long life, and If the
cheek bo fuller in the lower part It is
additionally indicative of hospitality.

High cheek bones do not necessarily
Indicate wickedness nnd avarice, al-
though a high cheek bone indicates a
cautious disposition, which frequently
accompanies‘•"the '•nvarldlous disposi-
tion.

Cheek reading promises to become a
fad, although to her intimates the
cheek reader admits that her decisions
a ro Influenced by a general study of
{he face rather than by the check ex-
cursively.

Work of Wood-Boring Bees.

**The other day I was watching a
' rung colony *of w ood-boring bees,

w hich arc not leaf-cutters. They wore
littlo bigger than grains of rice, but
much that they did was very Interest-
ing. For instance, when the hole was
Anlsfttod and stored, the bee closed it
over with a film something like that
which a spider spins. She then brought
one by one littlo crystalline pebbles,
which she glued, to the number of
about six. In the middle of the film,

and Just over the hole. 1 can only
imagine that this is done In order to
prevent other bees from boring the
post, just .in JltfUySppt. In that case, it
may either be a positive bar or by
way of a notice: 'Please don't dig
heie."’ —London News.

Dredging of the Rhine.
The dredging of the Rhino is al-

ready producing excellent effects in
tho upper reaches of the river. At
Au, in the Khemthal, the marshes are
disappearing, and the agricultural
lands of tho region are gaining enorm-
ously In fertility. Where quite recently
everywhere #.*B. inarch, p ltjch tended
to spread, the earth is becoming solid,
and giVos promise of becoming cultiv-
able. Some of the marshy tract has
boon already reclaimed.—London
Globe.

Kaiser to Erect Statues.
The Kaiser has decided to ornament

tho wild terrace of the Lustgarden
aide of his schloss by the erection of
four statues of princes of the House
of Orange namely. William of
Orange, his 6on Maurice Henry, Fred-
erick.of

Chinese Work for Christ.
Many Chinese Christians have giv-

en up their work at home in order to
go to the Transvaal to labor as evan-
gelists among the 40,000 Chinese
e .llcs there.

Juvenile Depravity.
Farmer Harrowfleld was passing

casually through his orchard, when an
unwonted dark bulk up in his best
apple tree caught his eye, and closer
Inspection revealed a guilty and tnx
ious-looklng urchin hugging the
branches. Naturally he roared out
the angry but unnecessary question:

"What are you doing there among
my apples, you young rascal?”

A whimper was the only reply.
”1 was on’y p-plckln’ em. sir!"

gasped the terrified urchin.
"Well, of all the cheeky young brats

I ever came across!” said Harrow
field. "And what right *ave you tc:
pick 'em?”

Blank silence for a moment, and
then a brilliant excuse flashed into the
detected raider's mind. He remem
bered something ho had rend In a
weekly paper a few days previously.

"I w-wanted 'em for the dipsomania,
sir!" he blubbered. "They ses apples
is good for dipsomania, nnd I'm one of
’em. I suffers from it very bad, sir."—
Loudon Answers.

Breaking It Gently.
He is a rather serious-minded boy.

who has more sense of responsibility
than many grown persons. So, when
he was sent to his grandmother's to
break the nows of her aged sister's
death, he did so with much gravity aud
no little self-importance.

"Now-, Alfred,” his mother said, "you
mustn't tell grnndmn suddenly be-
cause it might shock her, even though
she knew Aunt Marthu was ill. Toll it
to her gently."

"All right.” asserted Alfred, start-
ing out on his mission with mingled
solemnity and engerness.

Arrived nt his grandmother's house
he greeted her with a sober "Hello"
and then proceeded to "break the
news" by saying:

"Aunt Martha's dead, grandma! But
you mustn’t feel bad, 'enuse she w-ns
pretty old. anyway. You'll be the next
one, I s'pose."—Brooklyn Idle.

Mosquitoes Worry Hawaiians.
The mosquito, unintentionally im-

ported from America, has been making
such havoc with the Hawaiian Island-
ers’ idea of personal comfort that the
government has been vainly looking
for outside assistance to cope with it.
The introduction of the mosquito-ent-
ing Afrlcnn frog has done something.
But the mosquito still sings and the
once happy islanders are now hoping
that more complete results will follow
the coming of Mr. Alvin Scale of Ice-
land Stanford University, and his pro-
posed attempt to acclimatize a certalr.
mosqulto-eatlng American fish.—Bos-
ton Transcript.

Canada's "Wireless" Stations.
Canada now possesses twelve wire-

less telegraphy stations on the river
and gulf of St. and the At-
lantic coast. Of the twelve
which are under the direction of the
department of marine and fisheries,
nine are high power and three low
power. The former can communicate
with vessels up to a distance of 250
miles, while the radius of the latter >
about 130 miles.

care: of the: body
How to Acquire end Retain the Priceless Posses-

sion of Good Health

Nature’s Preparation for Winter.

In the fall. w ; hen the cold weather is
approaching, the fur of animals be-

gins to thicken. Trappers catch ani-

mals in the w-inter because of the su-
periority of their fur. at that season,

their summer fur being very poor and

thin. This thickening of the fur or
hairy covering is a protection for the

winter.
A corresponding change takes place

in the vegetable world,—in the trees,

plants, ’ bushes and shrubs. As the

cold weather approaches, they thick-

en their bark, draw in their sap. and
the clorophyl of their leaves and the
leaves fall off. Some little time before
the leaves fall, we see the green col-
or disappear. The clorophyl and tho

sap had been stored up for use in the

spring, and thus preparation is made
for winter.

Corresponding changes lake place
In human beings if they subject tliem-
selvos to natural conditions. A shrub
that is left standing out of doors gets
ready for winter. Ifit should be taken
up -in September and kept in a green-
house at a temperature of 70 degrees,

K would not make preparation for the
cold weather. Put an animal in a
warm building and keep him thero.
and his fur will not thicken for win-
ter.

Some interesting obselvations have
been made concerning Rheep. In the
tropiui they grow only thin hair, but
wheu taken to Siberia they began to
grow An© wool, which thickened with
each generation until they had a thick
woolly covering that wus ampte pro-
tection against tho severities of tho
climate to which they were exposed.
Leave a sheep out of doors and It gets
ready for winter. Bring It indoors
where It is not subjected to natural
conditions, and it is not affected by
mcterologlcal changes.

This sAmc thing Is true of human
beings. Many people, when cold
weathor comes, hide away In their
wind-proof houses, thoroughly barri-
caded against fresh air. Under such
circumstances, the powpr to make heat
diminishes, and they are afraid to
come In contact with cold air, because
they have coddled themselves too
much as the cold weather has coihe
on. When a person is In that condi-
tion, his vitality is lowered, his re-
sistance weakened, and lie is an easy
prey to disease.

Thero is no tonic so good as con-
tact with cold air. The body rallies
its forces to repel the cold, and while
the forces of the body barricade them-
selves against cold, they are also bar
ricading themselves against germs.

AU the vital functions are affected
by the resistance of the body forces
to the contact of cold. The stomach
makes more and better gastric juice;
the blood-making process goes on with
greater rapidity, and more and richer
blood is produced. One who can re-
sist cold can resist pneumonia, con-
sumption, diphtheria. In fuct, he is pre-
pared to fight every disease.

This power of resistance can be cul-
tivated by dally exposure to cold air.
Go out of doors each day and get into
the fresh air more and more. At night
let the fresh cold air come in. Tho
one who sleeps In a tight room will
strive In vain to accustom himself to
cold, for he will undo during the night
all the good he has accomplished dur-
leg the day.

Unsanitary Wall Paper.
In view of the extreme danger to

health through unsanltury methods
of hanging wall paper, it should
everywhere be made unlawful to re-
paper a room until all the old paper
has been scraped off. The Master
Paper Hangers’ association of Phila-
delphia reported that in many in-
stances four or five layers of paper
remained on walls and ceilings. There
seemed to have been no attempt to
removo the old paper. Often this has
happened In houses which have beeu
Infected with contagious disease.

The simplest way to remove old
paper,- according to Good Housekeep-
ing. is to give it a good soaking with
hot water. Some papers, such as
cartridge papers, however, cannot be
removed in this way, as the water
will not penetrate. In such cases,
‘give the paper a liberal coat of hot
flour paste mixed to the consistency
of cream. The water in the paste will
then penetrate the paper, and it may
be tpeeled off without difficulty. Use
x square bladcd putty knife, and use
It vigorously.

Paste can be made antiseptic nr a
breeding place for disease germs.
Tho householder shoi'.l insist upon
having only sanitary paste used.
Especial care should be taken If the
walls are inclined to dampness, as is
frequently tho case near the floor on
a lower story, or at the celling of an
upper story. The careful housewife
cannot insist too strongly on having
tbe papering done right. It is about
as important a matter as plumbing.

Dyspepsia a Cause of Baldness.
There are doubtless many causes of

premature degeneration of the hair,
resulting In the loss of color and in
baldness; but by far the most fre-
quent cause is dyspepsia. Defective
nutrition Is the great cause of degen-
erations of all sorts and the general
pvlnciplo holds good of the hair a3

well as of other structures. Our ob-
servations on this subject fully accord
with those of a physician who, in an
article on the subject of premature
gray hair and baldness, in a foreign
Journal, attributes It to bad diet. Bad
diet causes dyspepsia, and this occa-
sions the defective nutrition upon
which degeneration of the hair de-
pends.

A Good Medicine.
A sour, morose, and despondent

state of mind stamps, to a certain ex-
tent, the same mold upon the activi-
ties of every bodily function; while
cheerfulness, hopefulness, and good
nature Impart a similar tone to the
work of every organ in the body, thus
emphasizing the Inspired truth that
"a merry heart doeth good like a
medicine."

Physical Reinforcements.
C*ne of the most sensible things a

person can do, whether he is sick or
we 1, is to reinforce his strength as
fast as posslb! by availing himself

I of all the assi ance that he can se-
em e by the en'li'isiastic and intelli-
geut employment of the various phys-
iological agenc - that are within his
rei.ch.

Vho most important trio of natural
reuedies is dietetics, hydrotherapy
anj proper exerclße. Ollier valuable
agencies are pur.- air. light in various
fotms, electric: > and cheerfulness.

Most people could very materially In-
crease their physical defense by sc-
cu *ing the reunion from a daily ap-
plication of cobl in some form. Care-
ful scientific ol,« rvations have shown
that such a
immediately the number of white
blood cells in the general circulation,
thereby increasing the ability of tho
body to capture germs os well as to
repair diseased structures.

k general who could so easily add
to the fighting strength of his army,
wayld certainly be regarded as a lun-
atl.: if he did not avail himself of the
opportunity. Yet thero arc thousands
of semi-invalids who do not concern
themselves in the least as to how they
may improve their weakened and wan-
ing life forces.

Thero are multitudes of these who
only need to adopt a wholesome and
rational dietary to be speedily emanci-
pated from their present state .of in-
validism. Others would in an amaz-
ingly short time bo able to shako off
the moss of disease If they would be-
come sufficiently aroused to cease
their sedentary life, and begin to en-
gage In active, stirring physical excr*

else. Of cour.se*. at first there would
be some rebellion on the part of the
unused Joints, and long-time-neglected
muscles.

The same sunlight that can place a
halo of glory on all nature, can put
color into the pale cheeks that havo
been so carefully shut away from ita
health and lifegiving beams.

"She will not l**t him in the house
t’ntll he w|p* s his feet.

Then she sulls out in her long-trainod
sown.

And w ipes up ah the street. ’

Things Out of Bight.
At this season of the year, w*icn

cellars are being filled with the pro-
visions for wirier, the utmost pj.ins
should be taken to provide against the
introduction of unnecessary dirt and
decaying substances. Tubers to be
stored in the food cellar should first
be either brushed or washed, that no
unnecessary dirt may ho introduced
Into tho room. Everything should be
so placed and arranged as to facili-
tate frequent cleanings, and to pre-
vent the accumulation of dust and
dirt in nooks and corners.

Each autumn and spring, the en-
tire contents t»f the cellnr should be
literally "turned out of doors," and
every portion of the room thorough-
ly disinfected with soap and water,
fresh whitewash or in some otter
practicable way. At nr.y time an
odor of siustiness in the collar should
be cor.s.! lored a signal of danger, to

be attenlcd to at once. If a careful
cleaning xnd airing does not remove
It. more rigorous measures should be
employed Examine the drainage and
the eonttmts of the cellar, and remove
the cause, it possible. If the cause
is not rti'cernible, the whole room
should be disinfected, or. as may be
reeded in some cases, reconstructed.

The basement or shed where fuel
is kept should in no wise be neglect-
ed; a floor of some sort is essential
to protect from dampness. Decompos-
ing matter of any sort is to be avoid-
ed if one (l* sires a henlthy home.

"The Call of the Wilderness.”
The "Return to Nature” cry, which

is bccominc so prevalent and Insistent
in these days of physical degeneracy
is, according to Richard A. Haste, an
effort of nature to preserve the race.
"We are.” he says. "becoming over-
civilized. The red blood is thinning in
our veins, and the marrow of our
bones is drying up. The world Is too
much with is. Wo are wasting our
powers and losing sight of our origin.

“But thero are times when we are
reminded of our inheritance—the free-
dom of unlimited space, and our kin-
ship with the life of the wild. In the
midst of our -druggies to get on. when
surfeited with books or brain-fagged
with too much thinking, when the fin-
gers have grown numb with the han-
dling of ledgers, and tho eyes dim
with gazing at the ever-present dollar
sign; in the agony of soul-repression
that attend- this eternal strife of get-
ting and spending, there comes to
every one. like the echo of a memory,
the distant call of the wilderness. The
call is Insistent—the Impulse to heed
instinctive. it is at onco a promulga-
tion and a recognition of the great
law of race preservation.

Talk Haalth.
Talk health; the dreary, never-ending

tale
Of mortal nnlndies Is worn and stale;
You cannot . harm or Interest or please
By harping on that minor chord disease;
Say you ar• well, or all Is well with you.
And God si i hear your words and make
them* true.

—Ella .Wheeler Wilcox.

The Blood.
The most wonderful thing in the

animal hotly, one of the most marvel-
ous in the universe, is the red blood.
“The blood is life.” The blood cre-
ates; it builds tissues, organs, cells,
fibers, fluids. It creates, repairs heals.
It is a miracle-working agency that
labors silently, ceaselessly, mysteri-
ously, intelligently, performing for the
body each moment tasks upon which
life and health absolutely depend.

The blood is constantly renewed;

eighteen million blood cells are creat-
ed in our bodies every second of our
lives. Thus the life which is in the
blood is constantly renewed and life
is maintained.

Doctors do not cure sick folks;
they only interpret the symptoms,

rame the disease, point out It's causes
and tell how to remove them, i is
the blood that heals.

RATHER LONG PERIOD TO WAIT.

Joshua Wanted Boiled Wheat, but He
Was No Cook.

"Lucinda,” said Mr. Melstrum, who
had just returned from a visit to a
farmer friend in the country, "while
I was at Longley’s I ate some whole
wheat, boiled. I like it better than
anything I ever tasted. He gave me a
small paper sack of the wheat, so we
could cook some ourselves. How long
will it be before supper is ready?"

"About half an hour," answered Mrs.
Melstrum.

"Well, we’ll have some boiled wheat,
if you please. Here’s the paper sack."

"But, Joshua, it will have to be
cooked In a double boiler, and

”

"I don’t care how you cook it. I’m
hungry for some more boiled wheat."

"But see here, Joshua! It will
take ”

"It will take a lot of cream and
sugar; I know that. But we’ve got
plenty of both. Put it on right away,
will you?”

Without another word Ills wife took
the wheat, washed it, emptied it into
the “double boiler," and set it ou the
fire.

At the end of half an hour Mr. Mel-
strum became impatient.

“Lucinda," he called out from the
sitting room, "isn’t that wheat ready
yet?”

“Not yet," responded Mrs. Melstrum.
"How much longer is it going to

take to cook it?”
“About eleven hours and a half.

That’s what I was trying to tell you.
but you wouldn’t give me a chance. I)o
you w-ant to wait for it?”—Youth’s
Companion.

KNEW NOTHING ABOUT COFFEE.

Hotel Keeper’s Bhrewd Evasion of His
Complaining Guests.

George O. Stacy, proprietor of a
well known hotol at East Gloucester,
Mass., possesses a ready wit which
has often enabled him to easily cast

aside worries frequently arising in
connection with the managemet of a
large summer hotel.

On one occasion during a change
in the regime in the kitchen, although
everything else wont along satisfact-
orily, it seemed almost impossible for
the new cooks to :rhake good coffee.
While an endeavor was being made
by the chef to have this defect reme-
died several old maids, who were
guests, took it upon themselves to
have tho matter corrected by com-
plaining to Mr, Stacy personally about
it.

Getting together in a body, and en-
tering the proprietor’s private office,
one of them opened up the subject by
saying:

“Mr. Stacy, the coffee at breakfast
this morning was so bad that we
couldn’t drink It.”

Without giving the others time to
say anything, Mr. Stacy quickly re-
plied: "Well, is that so? I’m glad
I took tea this morning instead,"
which ended the interview, as the old
ladies had nothing further to say and
made a hasty exit, to the great amuse-
ment of the other guests. The coffee,
however, immediately improved.

A Game.
Spinning the thread of the stars—

I>o you know*, little ulrl. how it's done,
When tho daylight has gone with Its

jars
And the stars blossom out—every one.And, sitting so silent, you raise

To tho sky whero they glisten your
gaze ?

It's simple! Close both of your eyes.
Not tightly, till lashes do touch.And then look at a star in the skies
(Xtemombrr! Don’t close them toe

much!)
And see what a sluht you will win.
»V hat a thread all of gold you will spin!

Oh. It’s pleasant to sit In the gloom
...Of the long old varnnda at night,
** Ith mother near by In a room.

Or at hand, lest the shadows affright,
\\ hen naught the vast silence mars.And spin tho gold thread of the stars!

Oh. grandma was wonderotuly skilledWith the distaff and spindle, no doubt;
But she couldn't, although she ha«J

willed.
Have spun such a miracle out

As you by half closing your eyes
When you look at a star In the .skies!

—Newr York Tlmcs-Domocrat.

No Occasion for Mincing Matters.
"Theodosia, I do not wish to say

anything harsh or uncharitable of your
uncle Geoffrey. I will not go so far
as to charge him with penuriousness,
but he certainly carries the idea of
economy to an extreme. He hesitates
to make the most trifling expenditure
unless assured that It will redound ul
timately to his own financial advan
tage. While not wishing to be un-
just to him—l cannot refrain from
expressing the opinion that he is al-
most too frugal, as it were, too—toe ;
cautious ”

"Mamma, what’s tho use of all that ,
fine talk? You know as well as I do <
that he's a stingy, niggardly, mean
shabby, miserly, avaricious old tight j
wad! ”

"Thank you, dear.”—Chicago Tril> j
une. ,

Paid the Wrong Man.
A builder in Pennsylvania, having

heard that the men did not start work
at the proper time, thought he would
drop down about 6:30 one morning
and see. Going up the yard he caught
sight of a joiner standing smoking,
with his kit not even opened. Simply
asking his name, which he found to be
Jake Robertson, he called him into
the office, and handing him four days'
pay told him to leave at once.

After having seen the man clear ol
the yard, he went up to the foreman,
and told him he had made an example
of Jake Robertson by paying him off
for not starting to work at the proper
hour.

“Jumping Jupiter, sir!" ejaculated
the foreman, "that chap was only look-
ing for a job.”

Elected by His Initial.
A very amusing incident happened

in Providence a few years ago at an
election. It was known that the elect-
ion would be closed, and no effort was
spared to bring out the entire vote.
The candidates were William W.
Whipple, Democrat, and John O. Dar-
ling, Republican.

Toward the end of the day an Irish
man strolled into a voting place. He ,
could neither read nor write, and ask-
ed the names of the different candi-
dates.

“Ah!” said he, "that name O'Dar-
ling is good enough for me. Please ,
mark my ballot for him.”

Mr. Darling won by a single vote,
and is very thankful that his middl* 1
initial was O.

POULTRY
How Many Varieties?

The number of varieties of fowl that
a farmer should keep will depend a

• groat deal on what ho wishes to do
with his fowls. There are three dlf-

; fe.*cnt procedures looking to three dif-
ferent ends. The ordinary farmer that
wants poultry as a side issue, and who
intends to sell a good many birds and

\ eggs in the market, and has nothing
but revenue to look for from them will
do well to confine himself to one kind
of fowl. Ifhe has but one variety and

are kept pure, he will find it.pos-
sible to produce birds of a uniform

- si:re, and now and then ho willfind it
vury easy to sell some at more than
01 Oinary prices. His eggs, too, will

' bo of one size and one color. On the
other hand, if he wishes to have a
flock to supply himself and his family
and does not expect to sell dressed
poultry or eggs, then ho can Just as
w?ll have a mixed flock, or even non-_
dnjicripis. The advantage of this is
that some of these birds will lay at
different times of the year, and a

1 mixed flock well fed will give eggs
during much of the winter months
an well as tho summer months. The
infen that wishes to keep a number of

' varieties Is generally a man who has
1 either a scientific leaning toward in-

vestigation, or is building up a trade
in breeding stock. Sometimes one
farmer will keep forty or fifty va-
rieties of land and water fowls. The
only difficulty about this is that some
buyers prefer to purchase from a man
that keeps but one variety, sb there Is
less likely to be a mistake made in
tlie breeding of the birds, and the eggs
that he buys for setting purposes.
Thus, the man that wants to buy pure
Plymouth Rock eggs is more than
likely to send to the man that has
Plymouth Rocks only than to the man
that has a dozen varieties of land
fowls, for he rightly judges'-that in the
latter case it is very likely ’that a mis-
take w ill be made somewhere along
the line from the time the eggs are
collected from the nests until the time
they are shipped.

Slyvanus Banks.
Champaign County, 111.

Clean Eggs.
The eggs from some (aims are al-

ways clean, and from other farms are
always dirty*. We know of poultry
houses where at least half the eggs
gathered arc stained with mud. This
is because the hen yard is small and
the situation low. Water gathers in
front of the poultry house door, and
when the hens go out and In they nat-
urally beat the soil into a mud. A
single hen going onto a nest of eggs
will stain nearly every egg. As poultry
raisers know, it Is practically impos-
sible to wash theso stains off. The
glutinous substance on the outside of
the egg shell seems to catch and hold
the dirt, and it is no easy task to re-
move IL It is perfectly easy to keep
the eggs clean by keeping clean the
surroundings of the poultry house. If
any farmer will notice the market quo-
tations, he willsee that dirty eggs sell
at a very much lower price than clean
eggs. The difference in the prices is
what the farmer loses by permitting
his eggs to become dirty. This loss is
the more inexcusable as It is an un
necessary one. It is easy euough to
keep the hen yard clean and the nests
clean.—Peter Graham, Bourbon Co.,
Kan.

Wildness of the Turkey.
Tho wildness of the turkey has

never been bred out of it. except in a
minor degree. Breeding the turkey in
confinement has seldom been at-
tempted by farmers that have
made a business of raising tur-
keys. They have recognized the
fact that the turkey requires free-
dom and a considerable territory
to roam over. • Instead of attempting
to breed out this quality, they have
catered to it. The work of breeding
out the wildness has hardly begun.
The wild Instincts arc also retained
by the use of new turkeys captured
from the woods. The elimination of
the instinct for roaming would greatly
Increase the number of turkeys being

raised in the country.

Birds Injured by Confinement.
Exhibitors of poultry say that birds

are injured for future use by long con-
finement in show rooms. Some of these
are taken from place to place and are
never out of their cages for months.
Naturally they lose much of their
stamina and vitality. The man that
buys them is often disappointed in not
getting the returns from them that he
expects.

Brightening the Combs.
People that visit show rooms fre-

quently wonder at the brightness of the
combs and wattles of the birds. Those
in the secret know that these combs
and wattles have been dally rubbed
with a mixture composed of two parts
of alcohol and one part of glycerine.

Cleaning the Fence Corners.
It seems a shameful waste that on

so many farms the fence corners are
used as catch-alls for all sort 9 of rub-
bish and worn-out machinery, and
sometimes even for good machinery
which should be under cover if it is
expected to do the service that is re-
quired of'lt. On some farms there is
enough land going to waste in these
neglected corners to support a fam-
ily. If anything at all Is raised on
them it is usually a crop of weeds.
Now I would suggest that farmers
who have been negligent or thought-
less in this respect place it upon
themselves as one of their fall tasks
that they will have all rubbish corners
on their land cleaned out and the land
used to some purpose. Not only will
they then be getting an income from
all the land in which they have in-
vested money and on which they are
paying taxes, but their farms will take
on a neat, well-cared" for appearance
which they have not known for a long 1
while.—E. V. Ragan, Oneida Co., Wis.

There is a difference between roup
and cold, but poultry should not be
allowed to take cold. The cold makes <
the roup mere possible as the germs
of the disease can then find a chance \
to develop. \

LIVESTOCK
The Horse Importing Business.
Dr. D. E. Salmon, chief of the Gov-

ernment Bureau of Animal Industry at
Washington, D. C., has come out iu
print as opposed to the wholesale Im-
portation of stallions for purposes of
speculation only. He thinks that

horses of the best quality and known
purity of blood, animals that will'be
the most likely to benefit cur horse
stock when used for breeding purposes
should be brought over the water
freely, but that hundreds of other

stallions, not of the best quality or
breeding, had better be left in their
native countries. This at least is the

purport of what he has said to one

who reads between the lines under-
and in our opinion there

is need for Just such opposition as this

and for action also looking to the im-
provement of the character of the

horses imported, writes A. S. Alexan-

der in Farmers’ Review.
Lr. Salmon points, out that while

stations are imported in great num-

bers few marcs are brought over, com-
paratively speaking. This Indeed has

beta tho case, and the reason appar-
ently is that a mare cannot be sold to

a company of farmers for a price far
exceeding her value. The mare has

to be bought by one man or a firm and

not more than a fair price. Including

expense of importation, will be paid

for her. On the other hand the stal-

lion will make money for the owneT,

and for that reason a company buys

him at a very high price, which does

not seem so high after it has been

divided among twenty -partners. 8o

brisk has beeu the demand for stal-

lions of late that importers have

broight them In by the hundred and

have sold most of them to companies.

Many of the stallions have been

po< r specimens and many of them un-

soi nd, while as many more have been

so Bhort* in pedigree that they couM

• not be' expected to do the best of work,
in 'breeding, although they “were elig-
ible to entry free of duty. At the

same ttJnc it must be conceded that a
treat many finely bred and indlvidual-

I ly excellent and cound stallions have

been imported, and these animals will

have a grand effect upon horse
stock of the districts ih which they

happen to Uc used. Many horses of
this class, however, have gone into*
the northwest territories of Canada,
where there are many capable Judges
and where great attention Is being
paid to tho breeding of heavy draft
horses. There they will be used in-
telligently, and it will not be long
until the districts in question are fair-
ly well provided with home-bred stock
of fine quality and utility. There it
will be possible to find home-bred stal-
lions fit for use on high-grade and
even puro-bred mares, and tho work
now being done is hastening the time
when importation of stallions will no
longer be necessary.

Dr. Salmon thinks it will be well
when we can do without the Imported
stallions, and there is a great deal or
common sense in his arguments In
that direction; but in our opinion it
will be very many years before we can
manage to got along without imported
stallions. The chief reason is that
we are not using the stock wo Import
in an intelligent manner, in that we
mix breeds yearly and continue to fill
the country with mixed-bred and mon-
grel horses. The next reason is that
pure-bred marcs are scarce and that
It is no longer possible to grade up
ail horses to rccordablo purity of
blood. If we at onco are to supply
oui breeders with the stallions they
require it must be done by men who'
own large bands of pure-bred mares
bred intelligently year after year
to the best of stallions for the produc-
tion of stallions good enough to use
in place of Imported stock. Unfor-
tunately, however, success has been
rare where mares were banded to-
gether in large herds for breeding
purposes. Greatest success comes from
each farmer breeding one or two pure-
bred work mares. Work Is necessary
to prolificacy and strong constitution.
We want to encourage as much as
possible the breeding of a few pure-
bred marcs of heavy draft or other
useful stock by "common farmers'
rather than many mares by large firms
of capitalists. When this Is brought
about there, will be plenty of good
stallions in the country without going
abroad for them, but our farmers will
have to be educated to breed horses
intelligently and feed them generous-
ly before the present state or affairs
can be chunged.

Value of Shelter.
In the northern states shelter Is

necessary for most animals, at least
during some parts of the year. They
must have shelter from the very hot-
test days of summer and in the cold-
est days of winter. There is a line
of comfort below which animals suf-
fer if not protected. It Is doubtless
true that the degree of temperature at
which a beef steer will be comfort-
able is very much lower than we have
supposed. Nevertheless, that degree
exists, and below it the animal must
be sheltered. The latitude will deter-
mine largely the kind of shelter to be
given. In the southern part of the
temperate zone most farm animals re-
quire no more shelter than is made
possible by an open shed, but in the
northern part of the temperate zone
the animals need to be sheltered
from the cold coming from ail sides.
The animals that are nol sheltered
when they should be sheltered expend
a vast amount of food in keeping
warm. Not only this, but there is
loss in vitality in the increased diges-
tive processes required to elaborate
fuel to be burned up in the lungs.
Shelter is cheap where it is needed,
no matter what the cost may be.—
James Williams, Cass Co., Neb.

The Feast of Flowers.
A beautiful Mexican festival is the

Feast of Flowers. Originally it was an rf
Indian holiday. For many days before J
the feast flowers are brought by
loads into the city, where they are
used to* decorating the atreeta and
for sale purposes. Every person and
every vehicle Is decorated with flowers
and prizes are awarded for the most
artistic carriages and the most beau-tiful coat*. >


