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JAMES BLESSING DIES
SUDDENLY SATURDAY EVENING

Someone has well aald that "God
comet as silently as NishL" and cer-
tainly this was true when Saturday
evening, the Master claimed the soul
of James Blessing while he was alone,
hla family having come to town tor
the evening. Apparently Mr. Bless-
ing was In his usual good health when
be last visited with hie family, but
no man knows wiieu or where Lae
summons wall come and a short time
later he (ell in death, due to apo-
plexy.

When the family returned and failed
to find him in the house a search was
made and his body, life extinct, was
found at the rear of the home.

James Newton Blessing was born
in East St. Louis, on the 12th of July,

1867. On May 24, 1891, he was united
in marriage with Miss Mary Elizabeth
Mulady, and two years later the
couple came to Colorado, locating at
Paradox. l«aier they moved to FYuita,
and fifteen years ago came to Delta
where they have made their home to

this time.
Mr. Blessing was a member of the

Delta Camp Modern Woodmen of
America. He passed from life Sept.
15, 1923, at the age of 56 years 2
months and 3 days. He was a man of
high Ideals, honest and upright, a
truly good husband and father —a man

whom any man might be proud to
call his friend.

He is survived by his wife and five

children: Mrs. George Heckman. Mrs.
Royal Duggan. Miss Helen Blessing,

and James Blessing of Delta; Mrs. A.

W. Killen of Fullerton. California; al-
so a brother and a sister in Burling-

ton. lowa.
Funeral services were held from the

Christian church Wednesday after-
noon at 2:30 o'clock, conducted by

Rev. A. B. Parry of the Baptist

church, in the absence of Rev. B. F.
Stallings.

There were a large number of sor-
rowing friends and the casket was
banked with beautiful flowers.

Interment was in Garnet Mesa ceme-
tery.

HON. GEO. STEPHAN
ADDRESSES ROTARY

Qurutv of the Rotary at their weekly
meeting were Hon. George Stephan of
Denver and Warren McCord. Rotartan
at Greeley. Clyde Stewart preaided

and after a abort buatneaa aeaalon

turned the meeting over to the pro-

gram committee, conflating of C. E.
Blaine and N. W. Draper. Mr. Blaine
called on President Stewart for a re-
port of the executive aesaion he at-
tended at Colorado Springs, Mr. Stew-
art reaponding with a moat Intereating
and lnaplrlngreport of the diacuaalona
there.

The Stanfield brother* played a
couple of rollicking numbera on the
piano and violin which were much en-
joyed. Dr. Erich waa called upon for
a vocational ddresa, but he asked that
he might be permitted more time to

prepare hla addreav and will give It
at a later date. Mr. Blaine then
called upon Hon. Oeorge Stephan,

who gave an Intereating talk on Japan
telling something of their bualncaa
method* and what the recent disaster
will mean to them. Mr. McCord talk
ed on the subject of Inter-city meet-
ings which he stated are becoming

very popular.
The Delta Club will vend a member

to Montrose next Tuesday. Mrs. F.
W. Grove, accompanied by Mlsa Helen
Hillman, will sing for them at that
meeting also. The Montrose Ko'ar-
lana have said that they will send a

member of their club here at any de-
sired time.

MARKET REPORT

Through the courtesy of the Delta
Elevator, the Delta Fruit A Mercan-
tile company and Le Marr & Bell for
the wholesale prices and Delta Cash
grocery for the retail, we publish the
following market report:

WHOLESALE
Oats, per cwt —11.40
Wheat per cwt.

Turkey Red No. 1 1.80
Marquis No. 1 1.80
White No. 1 1.40

Potatoes, per cwt 210
Onions, per cwt. 2.80

Poultry—Young Stock
Leghorns and lights, per lb 13c
Heavies, per lb ..16c

Poultry—Old Stock
Hens under 3 lbs., per lb.— 10c
Hens, 4 lbs., and over, lb 14c
Old roosters per Ih. 6c
Ducks, per lb 10c

RETAIL:
Eggs, per doxen 30c
Ranch Butter, per lb 4Bc
Creamery Butter, per lb 30c

M. C. Coates returned this week
from Kansas and expects to work In
the Sugar factory through the cam-

paign. Mrs. Coatee expects to leave
about the first of Ootober for Odessa,
Missouri, for an extended visit with
relativse.

Back to Delta.
Mr. and Mrv. John Bever, w{xo have

¦pent the summer at Ophir, have re-
turned to their North Delta home and
ask to have their Independent sent
there.

Fairview Votes Down Bonds.
A vote taken in the Fairview school

district Wednesday on the question of
floating bonds for a new addition to
the schoolhouse failed to carry, the
vote being 29 ior and 4& against.

»

Hurt in Football Game.
Joe Boyden Is nursing a fractured

collar bone aw a result of a too lively

scrimmage in a practice football game
at Delta High Wednesday. It was
promptly attended to and is healing

nicely.

Autos in Mixup.
A Dodge car driven by James

Greenwood collided with a Ford driv-
en by Mrs. Young of Olathe near that
place Sunday, and while no serious
physical injuries were received by
any or the occupanta or the cars, both
cars were badly Incapacitated.

?

Attended Two Meetings.
Rev. B. F. Stallings, Pastor of the

Christian church, iar expected home
today from a trip covering the past
three weeks. During that time he at-
tended the National Convention of the
Christian Church at Colorado Springs,
and later attended a convention of
Delco Light dealers at Denver.

Back From California.
After spending seven months at

Long Beach. Mrs. Nora Sewell re-
turned Sunday to Delta and Is again
hack behind the dress goods counter
at the Golden Rule store. She says

she enjoyed her stay on the coast
greatly, but Is glad to be back home
once more.

Works For the Blind.
Mrs. Elva P. Kctrlng, of Denver,

waa In Delta the first part of this
week in the interests of the blind of
the state. She also visited Paonla
and Hotchkiss and raised a generous
sum to be used to buy reading ma-
terial for the blind. Mrv. Kctrlng

wishes to thank those who have con-
tributed eo liberally to this worthy
cause.

New Miller at Flour Mills.
C. G. Stanfield and family are re-

cent arrivals' here from Colorado
Springs, Mr. Stanfield being engaged
as miller at the Delta Floor mills.
The ramUy are occupying the J. E.
Farmer residence, Mrs. Fanner and
her two children being In Colorado
Springs for the school year. Ruth and
Raymond will attend echool there.

Attending Masonic Meetings.
Mrs. Milton R. Welch. Worthy Ma-

tron of Garnet Chapter No. 39. O. E.
8., le the delegate to Grand Chapter
In Denver this week, while W. R. Gale
represents Delta Lodge No. *5, A. F.
A A. M.. et the Grand Chapter meet-
ing of that order. Mrs. Welch, ac-
companied by her husband and Mrs.
A. L. Oerst, left Sunday for the cap;
ltol city. The meetings opened Tues-
day evening.

Attending Big Convention.
Leaving Wednesday evening for

Salt Lake was D. O. Tsylor. Manager

of the Delta branch of the Penney
Stores. He will do some buying for
thte store and also attend the con-
vention o| Penney Store managers,

which Is a usual custom of this firm.
The Penney people now have 475 es-
tablishments and each year the man-
agers -get together for the betterment
of business conditions In their own
particular tones. Mr. Taylor experts
to return In about ten days.

Still Pruning Whiskers.
A short note received this week

from S. M. Wright of Delta, who Is
visiting at Depsuvllle, New York,
says: “Just had a haircut from Man-
chester Whittier, the same man in
the same place and the same chair,
that cut my hair 42 years ago. The
place Is a little old hut. We had a
fine visit this morning. I play cro-
quet and pitch horseshoes with the
Methodist minister, then bid goodbye
to my birthplace for another three
day visit. Am having a fine time.
Cloudy weather every day. S. M.
Wright."

Mathodist S. S. Board Meets.
The Sunday School Board or the

Methodist Church met In the church
basement Tuesday evening for their
annual supper and election of officers.
After a delightful chicken supper, a
business wesslon was held and officers
elected. Mrs. W. W. Warner waa
elected Superintendent of the school
with Mrs. Zells Flores. Mrs. G. H.
Henry, Mrs. J. E. Chalmers nd Miss
Ruby Stanford as superintendents of
the Young Peoples Junior, Primary
and Beginners departments' respective
ly. M. P. Weeks wav elected athletic
director for the school.

WATER USERS’ BOARD
HOLDS LIVELY MEETING

The Uncompaghre Valley water

users’ board of directors met in Mont-
rose Monday afternoon for their reg-
ular monthly business session. Mr.
Biesem, representative of the Federal
Farm Loan Bank, was present and
discussed with the board the report
made by him in March in regard to
extension of loans on this project. Mr.
Biesem has made an adverse report

to headquarters because the project
was on the lineal foot basis, but in
consideration of the fact that In April

the acre-foot system was adopted and
put into operation the board askedhim
to come back and go over the ground
again. A committee consisting of W.
Ruel Johnson, G. H. Brown and Chaa.
Raieh, together with Project Manager
Foster, was appointed to go over the
situation with Mr. Biesem.

One objection raised by the board
was that In his report Mr. Biesem had
used an original plan of zoning the
project in regard to valuation instead
of the government classification,
which divides the lands Into three
classes according to value. In mak- 1
ing this new report, the bank repre-

sentative agreed to use this classifica-
tion.

As* a matter of Information, Mr.
Biesem reminded the board that the
Federal Loan Banks are no longer in
the hands of the government. They
were founded by private individuals
materially assisted by the goverment
but have now practically repaid that
amount so are now individually owned
as the national banks are.

A commission of seven nationally
prominent citizens has been formed
under the direction of Secretary of
the Interior, Hubert Work, with the
purpose of Investigating the entire
system of government methods in re-
claiming arid and eemi-arid lands by
irrigation. In outlining the situation
Dr. Work states that “it is generally
reported that relatively few of the
original settlers on projects now re-
main on them as water-users.” He
also cites the fact that of the millions
that have been expended for reclama-
tion. only a small per oent has been
returned.

Thin committee has been invited to
visit the Uncompahgre and High Line
projects thds fail and in preparation
for them, it was decided to appoint a
committee to prepare data and meet
the committee when they arrive.

REV. PARRY’S RESIGNATION
RELUCTANTLY ACCEPTED

The resignation of Rev. A. B. Parry,
which was tendered to the Baptist
church several weeks ago. was finally
accepted by the congregation Sunday
morning, when it became known that
Mr. Parry's health is such as to make
It almost Impossible for him to carry
on the work any longer. The con-
gregation feels very sorry to see Rev.
Parry go and as an expression of their
deep regret passed the following re-
solution:

Resolved, that in consideration of
the resignation of our pastor. Rev. A.
B. Parry, this chnrch accept Bald re-
signation on the ground of his need
of a change of climate, owing to a
threatened nervous break-down. We
wish to express our appreciation of
his services during the past eight
years. He has most acceptably filled
the pulpit; his spiritual and helpful
exposition of the Scripture have re-
sulted In bringing many to our Sa-
viour, and In strengthening and build-
ing up the Christian life of all who
have come under the influence of his
teaching. We deplore his leaving,
and It Is with sincere regret that we
accept his resignation as pastor of
this church. Brother and sister Parry
have endeared themselves to the
hearts of the people here, and will be
sorely missed by the church and com-
munity. Our prayers and best wishes
go with them.

DELTA COUNTY OVER THE
TOP ON JAP RELIEF

The Red Cross of Delta County has’
gone well over the amount allotted to
them for the Japanese relief fund.
Delta came to the front Saturday
when a tag day was put on by the
Red Cross*, bringing the total amount
raised in the city up to $503.68. Jap-
anese in and near Delta raised $352.00
which is included in the above sum.

The amounts raised in the different
towns of the county are as follows:
Paonla, $100.00; Hotchkiss, $51.26;
Cedaredge, $67.70; Austin, $42.25;
Delta #>03.68, making a total of $767.-
89. The amount asked was $750.00.

L. A. Dowd, president of the Delta
chapter of the Red Cross expressed

himself as well pleased with result
of the campaign and wishes to thank

the public for their cooperation.

WILL HAVE RECEPTION
FOR RETURNING MINISTER

The members and congregation of
the Methodist church have arranged
to hold an old fashioned house warm-
lng at the church parlors this eve-
ning as an evidence of their pleasure
over the return of Rev. F. W. Plmlott
for another year.

All members nd others who wish to
assist in giving Rev. Pimlott and his
family a hearty welcome home are
cordially Invited- to come to the
church this evening.

DELTA COUNTY CREDIT MEN’S
ASSOCIATION FORMED MONDAY

The Delta County Credit Men’s
association was officially launched at
a meeting of business men of the
city, following a dinner given Mon-
day evening at the Community rooms.

C. O. Stiles, of Pueblo, who was

here a few weeks ago, was present,
and assisted in the organization of
the association here. Arthur Fair-
banks, C. B. Adams, R. C. Egnew. Geo.
Seabourn, Wayne Brenton. W. J.
Hollands and F. W. Grove were named
directors for the first year and to
take neoassary steps to incorporate
under the state law.

Busfae sn men over the United
States are organizing similar associa-
tions for their mutual protection. It
la not the intention of the association
to refuse credit to those who are de-
serving, but rather to check the un-
worthy person from obtaining credit.
Thousands of dollars are thrown away
on unworthy persons every year,

while the person who pays his bills,
or makes an honest effort to do so.
Is in some instances refused credit
owing to the burden upon the merch-
ant being so heavy by extending cred-
it where they should not.

Mr. Stiles cited instances where
persons coming from one section to
another, especially the fellow who Is
is very slow in paying, and obtain
credit In hla new location. If an

association was in existence in the
town where the party came from his
record could be quickly obtained and
ascertained as to his standing. If
worthy It would be a help to the new-

comer and to the merchant of a town.
If unworthy it would be a protection

to the merchant.
Another logical statement advanced

by Mr. Btlles In this regard was the
fact credit associations have a ten-
dency to help the creditor live within
his means. Hundreds of people buy
things on credit when they could get
along without the article. Hardships
on the merchant extending credit and
upon the citizenship endeavoring to
meet their obligations which have an
inflated extension upon the creditor’s
ability to pay are largely removed.

A movement is on foot to extend the
association to every section of the
county. A paid manager and office
assistants will be steady employed.

Miss L. I. Doughty and Miss Mar-
guerite spent Sunday in Montrose.

LEG BROKEN BUT HOLDS
TEAM THREE AND HALF HOURS

An act of heroic endurance seldom
rivaled was that performed by J. I.
Barber when, though lying with a

broken leg held down by a load of

green lumber which be was hauling
from Darling’s sawmill. The wagon

struck a stump and was overturned,
part of the load catching the unfortu-
nate man’s leg. Though suffering in-
tensely, he held tightly to the lines
and succeeded in preventing a run-
away in which he would doubtless
have been dragged to death, and waa

almost exhausted when finally help

arrived.
He was brot to the Delta hospital

and it was found that the limb was

broken in two places. His* condition
is regarded as serious. Mr. Barber’s
family resides on Columbia street,
this* city.

SUIT FILED FOR $24,944.60

BY CONTRACTORS VS. CITY

Claybaugh and Simpson, contractors
for the street improvement district
which was held to be illegal by the
supreme court have brought suit
which totals $24,944.60. The con-
tractors allege this amount to be due
them upon the contract.

The suit was* filed in the District
court September 18, 1923. and bears
No. 1894 and attested by Gus Schlapp,

clerk.
According to the complaint the City

of Delta acting thru its officers form-
ed an improvement district prior to
May 1, 1923, according to law under
and by virtue of the city charter or
the city of Delta. That a contract
was entered into between Messrs.
Claybaugh and Simpson for gravelling
and grading of certain streets within
said improvement district. That there
became due and payable on June 16.
1923, under the terms of the contract
the sum of $10,594.60. That on June
12, an agreement was entered into
which the City of Delta has failed to
perform. The agreement being for the
work which had been performed and
also for SSO per day, according to the
terms thereof. The default upon the
payment for work, done being caused,
according to the agreement "because
of litigation pending which has delay-

ed the party of the first part in the
realization of moneys on the bonds
authorized for the payment of the im-
provement, etc."

The summons requires the City to
appear in the district court of Mesa
county. Colorado, and answer the com-
plaint therein within twenty days aft-
er the service thereof.

a

Visiting in Montrose.
Mrs. John W. Davis* went to Mont-

rose Wednesday for a few days’ visit
with Mrs. E. J. Carrington and family.

Miss Lucile Davis, who returned Sat-
urday from a vacation at Glenwood
Springs*, remained with the Davis
children and served in the capcity of
housekeeper during Mrs. Davis’ ab-
sence.

Visiting Brother’s Family.
E. S. Day. who for the past seven

years’ has made his home at Fessen-
den, North Dakota, is visiting his
brother. Dr. W. A. Day and family.

His stay is indefinite and may cover
a period of several months. Mr. Day
for several years* made his home here
and has ranch property on Garnet
mesa.

Famous Musician at Montrose.
Clarence Eddy, one of the world’s

greatest pipe organ performers*, will
give a recital at Montrose, at the Con-
gregational church this evening, Fri-
day, September 21. Seats SI.OO. Mr.
Eddy has been giving concerts in Cali-
fornia. hut it is said is making Mont-
rose on account of a promise made to

Miss Edwyl Reading, a Montrose
young lady who was for some time
one of his pupils.

New Motor Agency.
Wilson P. Davis has taken over the

agency for the Dodge Bros, motor car

for Delta County and will make his
headquarters' here. At Paonla, Earl
Halloway has a sub-agency and at

Hotchkiss George Dove will handle
the Dodge for Mr. Davis. Mr. Davis
is also selling the Chevrolet just for
the present. Watch the Independent
for announcement.

Miss Atchley Marries.
The marriage of Mies Eva Atchley,

daughter of Mr. and Mrv. Hugh Atch-
ley, and Mr. Hobart Raymond Smith,
of Smuggler, wae solemnized Tuesday

afternoon at six o’clock at the home
of the bride's sister, Mrs. John Potter,
Rev. A. B. Parry officiating. Only

members of the Immediate family
were prevent. The ceremony was fol-
lowed by a bounteous supper. The
bride Is well known In Delta, and Is a
graduate of Delta High School. The
young couple, after a- short honey-
moon trip, will make their home at
Smuggler, followed by the good wtsll-
es of their many friends In and near
Delta.

HERBERT R. HILLMAN CLAIMS
CHILDHOOD FRIEND AS BRIDE

A wedding beautiful for its quiet
simplicity was solemnized at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Mower yester-
day at high noon when their daugh-
ter, Laura Lois was led to Hymen's
altar by Herbert R. Hillman, only
child of Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hill-
man.

Promptly at the appointed hour the
bridal couple entered the parlor to

the strains of a wedding march exe-
cuted by Mrs. W. C. Peterson, and
took their places before Rev. R. EL
Sherman, who performed the cere-
mony, the ring service being employ-

ed.
The bride was very attractive in

her wedding dress of white crepe with
pearl trimming, enhanced by a shower
bouquet of white roses, while the
groom, always fine looking, was never
finer looking than in his suit of navy

blue.
Immediately after the ceremony a

delicious breakfast was served, the
Misses Lois White of Delta and Fern
White and Caroline Bruce of Montrose
assisting with the serving.

The newlyweds left at once for a

few days’ honeymoon trip to Glen-
wood, after which they will be at
home in Olathe, the groom having
accepted a situation with the First
National Bank of that place.

Both these young people are too
well known to need any word of
commendation on our part. Suffice it
to say that they were reared here and
are among our most beloved girls

and boys. Hearty congratulations are
here extended.

SUGAR FACTORY OFFICIALS
ON INSPECTION TRIP SOON

A. E. Carlton, President; W. L.
Lawson, General Manager; G. J.
Daley, General Superintendent of
California Division; and G. M. Drom-
ond, General Superintendent of the
Colorado and "Wyoming Division of
the Holly Sugar corporation, are ex-
pected here within the next few days
on a general inspection trip of the
company’s affairs, preparatory to the
opening of the fall campaign.

DELTA TO HAVE STATE
FEDERATION WOMAN’S CLUBS

The 1924 State Federation of Wo-
man’s clubs is* to be held at Delta, ac-
cording to a recent decision reached
by the state officers. This meeting
will be held early next fall, the date to
be set by the local club.

The meeting this year was held at
Trinidad and some other cities ex-

tended an invitation for the 1924
meeting, but Delta signified her will-
ingness to have the next federation
meeting and was selected in order
that this one might be held on the
western slope.

This is a big undertaking and will
require the hearty co-operation, not
only of the Delta club women and
other Delta citizens, but of other club
women of Delta county.

There will be from three to four
hundred delegates and visitors, all
parts of the state being represented.

GRAND JUNCTION FIRM
AWARDED BRIDGE CONTRACT

The contract for the building of the
new steel bridge to North Delta
has been awarded to Winterburn &

Lumsden, Grand Junction firm of
contractors and builders, the contract
price being $109,460. This is one of
the largest bridge contracts let in
the state this year.

It is expected that the work will be
commenced within a few days, the
contractors planning to do the neces-
sary excavating and concrete work
for the construction of the huge piers

while awaiting the delivery of the
steel of which the bridge will actually

be constructed. 75.000 pounds of steel
will be used in the construction of
the bridge.

The bridge will be 600 feet in length

and will consist of four 150 foot span
steel trusses, 20 feet wide and sup-
ported by concrete piers and abut-
ments. The piling of the three piers

and both ends of the bridge will be
driven to solid blue shale. The south
abutment will be 39 feet high and
the north abuttment. resting on 16
foot piling, will be 2S feet high. The
central piers will each rest on 14 foot
piling and will be 25 feet high. The
floor of the bridge will be of rein-
forced concrete and will allow for
pedestrians and for the steel water
supply pipe for the city.

Materials used for the bridge will
include about 1.300 cubic yards of
concrete; 750,000 pounds of struct-
ural stoel; 175,000 pounds of relnforo-
tng steel and sf>o lineal feet of wooden
piling.

—#¦
Miss Horton to College.

Mise Elizabeth Horton, a member of
D. H. S. ’23, left yesterday fop Peter*
burg. West Virginia, and will enter
Southern college, a regular
collegiate course.

CONDITION OF DELTA COUNTY
BANKS ON SEPTEMBER 14, 1923

Pursuant to the request of the Comptroller of Currency for s statement
of condition of all hanks, the Independent, following Ito usual custom,
made request on the nine Dolts county banks for a statement of Deposits
and Total Resources, and through the prompt and kindly assistance of
the Co-Op. girls, secured the following:

Deposits Total Resources
Colo. Bank A Trust Co., Delta $ 617,007.12 f 661,948.87

First National Bank, Delta 524,695.52 747.485.72
First National Bank, Paonla 344,483.19 405,687.02
Fruit Exchange, Paonla 234,837.01 314,040.07

First National Bank, Csdsrodgo 151,498.27 261,619.54
First National Bank, Hotchkiss. 149,452.12 256,158.64
North Fork State Bank, Hotehklaa..- 136,992.50 161,819.21
State Bank of Austin, Austin 62,032.58 81,737.82
Crawford State Bank, Crawford 69,936.13 80^52,04

*2,971,346.73


