
1 i 1 1 1 * *> •• » i «i«» 3 v > i "J.* v... **> " > ; ' ? " * » 
I i 

j t f«?^ 

i-V 

P; 

^ 

!• 

F* . 

i' 

£i 

PAGE TWO T $ THE BEMIDJI DAILY PIONEER FRIDAY EVENING, NOV. 17, 1922 

DESERT GOLD 
* » . 

«H*W rf Riders of the Purple Sage. 
Wldftre.Etc. 

Illustration? fy 
Irwin My*** 

COPYBlftMT H A t n i AMD BROTHftK*. 
o 

/Cnptimiffl from hurt I w n l 

"Why, mother!" Gale coukl say no 
more. He put his arm around her. In 
another moment she had gained com
mand over herself, and, kissing him, 
she pushed him out of the door. 

•There! Go tell her, Dick. . . . 
And have some spunk about it!" 

Gale went thoughtfully back to his 
room. Then remembering the hope 

t Mrs. Belding had given him, Dick lost 
his gravity in a flash, and something 
began to dance and ring within him. 
Be simply could not keep his steps 
turned from the patio. Every path 
led there. His blood was throbbing, 
his hopes mounting, his spirit soaring 

"Now for some spunk!" he said, un
der his breath. 

Plainly he meant his merry whistle 
and his buoyant step to interrupt this 
first languorous stage of the siesta 
Which the girls always took during 

the hot hour* But neither girl heard 
Mm. Mercedes lay under the palo 
verde, her beautiful head dark and 
still upon a cushion. Nell was asleep 
In the hammock. Her sweet, red lips, 
with the soft, perfect curve, had al
ways fascinated Dick, and now drew 
him Irresistibly. He had always been 
consumed with a desire to kiss her, 
and now he was overwhelmed with his 
opportunity. It would be a terrible 
thing to do, but if she did not waken 
at once— No, he would fight the 
temptation. That would be more than 
spunk. It would— She stirred—he 
feared she would awaken. 
* He had dropped back erect when 
She opened her eyes. They were sleepy, 
yet surprised until she saw him. 
Then she was wide awake in a second, 
bewildered, uncertain. 

"Why—you here?" she asked, slowly. 
"Large as life!" replied Dick, with 

unusual gayety. 
> "How long have you been here?" 
| "Just got here this fraction of a sec-
lond," he replied, ljing shamelessly. 
f "I thought—I was—dreaming," she 
said, "and evidently the sound of her 
voice reassured her. 

"Yes, you looked as if you were 
having pleasant dreams," replied Dick. 
"So sorry to wake you. I can't see 
how I came to do it, I was so quiet. 
Mercedes didn't wake. Well, I'll go 
and let you have your siesta and 
dreams." 
! But he did not move to go. Nell 
regarded him with curious, specula
tive eyes. 
I "Isn't it a lovely day?" queried Dick. 

"Yesterday was finer, but you didn't 
notice it." 
' "Oh, yesterday was somewhere 
back In the past—the Inconsequential 
past." 

Nell's sleepy eyes opened a little 
"Wider. She did not kaow what to 
make of this changed young man. 
Dick felt gleeful and tried hard to 
keep the fact from becoming manifest. 

"What's the inconsequential past 3 
You seem remarkably happy today." 

"I certainly am happy. Adios. 
Pleasant dreams." 

Dick turned away then and left the 
patio by the opening into the yard. 
Nell was really sleepy, and when she 
had fallen asleep again he would re
turn. He walked around for a while! 
Presently, as If magnet-drawn, he re
traced his steps to the patio and en
tered noiselessly. 

Nell was now deep Jn her siesta. 
,She was inert, relaxed, untroubled by 

Nell Was Now Deep In Her Siesta. 
She Was Inert, Relaxed, Untroubled 

J by Dreams. 

dreams. Her hair was damp on her 
brow. 

Again Nell stirred, and gradually 
awakened. Her eye1* unclosed, humid, 

shadowyT unconscious'?" They" rested 
upon Dick for a moment before they 
became clear and comprehensive. He 
stood back fully ten feet from her, 
and to all outside appearances re
garded her calmly. 

"I've interrupted your siesta again," 
he said. "Please forgive me. I'll take 
myself off." 

He wandered away, and when it 
became impossible for him to stay 
away any longer he returned to the 
patio. 

The instant his glance rested upon 
Nell's face he divined she was feign
ing sleep. Dick dropped upon his 
knees and bent over her. He wanted 
more than anything he had ever want
ed In his life to see if she would keep 
up that pretense of sleep and let him 
kiss her. She must have felt his 
breath, for her hair waved off her 
brow. Her cheeks were now white. 
Her breast swelled and sank. He 
bent down closer"—closer. But he 
must have been maddeningly slow, for 
as he bent still closer Nell's -eyes 
opened, and he caught a swift purple 
gaze of eyes as she whirled her head. 
Then, with a little cry, she rose and 
fled. 

CHAPTER X 

Rojas. 
No word from George Thorne had 

come to Forlorn Rl\er In weeks. Gsle 
grew concerned over the fact, and 
began to wonder If anything serious 
could have happened to him. Mer
cedes showed a slow, wearing strain. 

Thome's commission expired the 
end of January, and If he could not 
get his discharge Immediately, he 
surely could obtain leave of absence. 
Therefore, Gale waited, not without 
growing anxiety, and did his best to 
cheer Mercedes. The first of February 
came bringing news of rebel activities 

and bandit operations in and around 
Casita, but not a word from the cav
alryman. 

A dozen times Gale deciared he 
would ride In to Casita and find out 
why they did not hear from Thorne; 
however, older and wiser heads pre
vailed over his impetuosity. Belding 
and the rangers and the Yaqui held a 
consultation Not only had the Indian 
become a faithful servant to Gale, but 
he was also of value to Belding. 
Yaqui had all the craft of his class, 
and superior intelligence. His knowl
edge of Mexicans was second only to 
liis hate of them. And Yaqui, who 
had been scouting on all tne trails, 
gave information that made Belding 
decide to w.iit some days before send
ing anyone to Casita. 

It was upon Gale's coming from this 
conference that he encountered Nell. 
Since the interrupted siesta episode 
she had been more than ordinarily 
elusive, and about all he had received 
from her was a tantalizing smile from 
a distance. He got the impression 
now, however, that she had awaited 
him. When he drew close to her he 
was certain of it, and he experienced 
more than surprise. 

"Dick," she began, hurriedly. "Mer
cedes is dying by inches. Can't you 
see what ails her? It's more than 
love or fear. It's uncertainty—sus
pense Oh. can't we find out for her?" 

"Nell, I feel as badly as you about 
her. I wanted to ride to Casita. Bel
ding shut me up quick, the last time." 

Nell came close to Gale, clasped his 
arm. There was no color in her face. 
Her eyes held a dark, eager excite
ment. 

"Dick, will you slip off without 
Dad's consent? Risk it! Go to Ca
sita and find out what's happened to 
Thorne—at least if he ever started 
for F'orlom River?" 

"No, Nell, I won't do that." 
She drew away from him with pas

sionate suddenness. 
"Are jou afraid?" 
This certainly was not the Nell Bur

ton that Gale knew. 
"No, I'm not afraid," Gale replied, 

a little nettled. 
"Will you go—for my sake?" Like 

lightning her mood changed and she 
was close to him again, hands on his, 
her face white, her whole presence 
sweetly alluring. 

"Nell, I won't disobey Belding," pro
tested Gale. "I won't break my 
word." t 

"Dick, it'll not be so bad as that. 
But—what If it is? . . . Go, Dick, 
if not for poor Mercedes' sake, then 
for mine—to please me. I'll—I'll . . . 
you won't lose anything by going. I 
think I know how Mercedes feels. Just 
a word from Thorne or about him 
would save her. Take Blanco Sol and 
go, Dick. What r^bel outfit could ever 
ride you down on that horse? Why, 
Dick, if I was up on Sol I wouldn't 
be afraid of the whole rebel army." 

Gale could only stare at this trans
formed girl._ _ 

r't ^Continued m Next Issue) 

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE PIONEER 

\ 

BEMIDJI, 
MINN. 

WORLD'S 

LABGESJfc 

CHAIN 

DEPARTMENT 

STORE 

ORGANIZATION 

BUYING 

FOB OUR 

371 STORES 

ASSURES 

incorporated LOWEST 

DEPARTMENT STORES 1™" 

413-415 
Beltrami 

Avenue 

CUT DOWN YOUR FAMILY SHOE BILLS! 
Our Shoe Department Will Save You Many DollmrsI 
THINK of Your Opportunity to Buy Your Shoes in a SHOE DEPART

MENT that Will Sell This Year Approximately 

NINE MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF GOOD SHOES 
THIS is just the advantage you enjoy when buying your shoes in any one of our 371 

Stores 
SHOES for our entire 371 Stores are purchased by our own Shoe Buying Organizations, 
just as if they were for one big department or store, then distributed to our 371 stores in 
29 states. 

YOU can realize the tremendous savings we make and what a big factor we a re in the shoe markets 
YOU can realize why we buy cheaper an d therefore can sell cheaper than ethers. 

Women's Comfortable Shoes 
Good Shoes—Low Price 

Many women desire shoes that give thorough ease. 
They're well pleased to know we can supply such quality 
footwear at a small cost. 

Comfort in footwear is a matter of workmanship—the 
skill with which the shoes are made I 

Our Shoes Have a WeH-Earned 
Reputation for Superiority! 

"We picture only one number. 
&n exceptionally good shoe. 
All black kid leather, plain toe, 
rubber top lift on heel, turn 
soles, comfortable last. Only 

Remarkable 
* Footwear Value j 

% at , Pair , 

$2.98-

WomesTs Black Kid Oxfords 
Neat and Comfortable 

Ton can almost feel tbe comfort 
In these oxfords by looking at tbe 
picture. They're circular vamp, 
plain toe, rubber top lift on heel, 
McKay sewed. 

$3.49 nd $4.49 

Women's Kid Julietes 
For Comfort and Economy 

Very popular style black kid 
Juliet for women. Has patent 
leather front stay, rubber top-lift 
on heels, McKay soles, fat ankle 
last Sizes 2% to 8 wide. A re
markable value at 

$2.49 

Kid Button 
For Children 

Small children's shoe1 

\rants are well taken care 
of here. Delightful little 
ctyles at exceptionally 
low prices. This popular 
little button shoe Is but 
one of many good values 
here. 
Infants' Black Kid Button 
Shoe (illustrated above), 
whole quarter, plain toe, 
turn soles, low heels. 

Sizes 2 to » . . .. 
Sizes 3% to 8}£ .$1.89 

Girls' Shoes 
Dressy Styles 

Service 
Comfort 
Economy 

Women's Pumps 
New Stylish Models 

This new footwear Is 
purchased f o r all o u r 
stores through one office. 
Naturally we enjoy a big 
saving by our enormous 
quantity buying. These 
savings are passed on to 
you in our low prices. 

Patent one-strap button 
pump, pieced vamp, cellu
loid covered military heel, 
McKay Inst. 

$4.98 

Strap Pumps 
Women's Smart Stylet 

There's class and 
quality to these womv 
en's p a t e n t leather 
Pumps. One-strap but
ton style, c i r c u l a r 
vamp, plain toe, cellu
loid covered full Junior 
Louis heel, single Mc
Kay soles. Very smart, 

$4.98 

Black Gun Metal and 
All Mahogany Shoes, toi 
g;rls, misses and children 
lace style, imitation tip, 
half double McKay sole, 
English last 

11 to 2 $2.79 
2 to 8 $2.98 

Men's Shoes 
That Are Real Values 

Our shoe department Is 
a big money-saver for 
you. Here you get high 
quality shoes remarkably 
priced. Many styles to 
select from. 

Shoe pictured: Mahog
any, perforated seamless 
vamp and tip, half rubber 
heel, single welt sole. 

$6.90 

Kiddies' Turn Sole Shoes 
Big Value for Little Feet 

rA dainty little style for dainty 
little feet. Made of black kid 
leather, whole quarter button 
style, plain toe, soft turn soles, 
no heels. Unusual value. 

98c 

Blucher Shoes for Men 
A Big Value 

The picture tells you better 
than words, the comfort they 
give. Specially tanned leather 
in them—that's why they wear 
so long. 

*£fr 

$3.50 

Boys' and Youths' Shoes 
i Sturdy, Durable, Low Priced i 
, That's the kind of footwear 
the young fellows need for 
rough wear. ^ 

I Black box leather, Blucher 
tip, half-double sole. 

$2.25 t0 $2.98 

Dress Shoes For Boys 
A Big Value at This Price 

Neat shoes. The well-known 
J. C. Penney Co. high standard 
quality of footwear in every 
pair. 

Mahogany leather, seamless 
vamp, tip, half-double sole.' 

$3.49 $3.98 

Men's Shoes for Work 
They Wear and Wear 
And stand up extremely well 
under all the hard knocks. 

These army bluchers with 
soft tip and strong welt soles 
only 

$2.98 
Men's 8 incu 

WORK SHOES 

Brown, glove tann
ed, 8 in. outing shoe. 
An ideal shoe for 
winter 

$3.79 

Waterproof 

WOBK SHOES 

Men's heavy brown 
viscolized w o r k 
shoes, chrome sole 

$3.98 

Split Leather 

WOBK SHOES 

Men's brown 
leather, oak 
work shoe. . . 

split 
sole 

$1.98 
SEE OUR WINDOW DISPLAY 

Buckle Overshoes for the family 
Here is protection footwear built to withstand the hardest requirements and values that'will give the greatest pleasure. Made of pure gum 

rubber soles, wool jersey tops, with rubber inner linning and wool fleeced linned. 

Women's 1-Buckle Overshoe . . 

"Women's 2-Buckle Overshoe . . 

Misses 1-Buckle, sizes 11 to 2. 

.$1.79 

.$2.29 

.$1.59 

Misses 2-Buclcle, sizes 11 to 2 $2.19 

Children's 1-Buckle, sizes 4 to l0i/2 $1,39 

Children's 2-Buckle, sizes 4 to 10 $1.98 

Men's 1-Buckle snow excluder, heavy ^ 

white sole $2.69 

Men's 4-Buckle heavy rolled edge $3.69 

Our Line of Overshoes Will Be Found Complete 

Bov's 1-Buckle heavy rolled edge, sizes 
11 to 2 ' $1.79 

Bo>'s 1-Buckle heavy rolled edge, sizes 3 
to C '. $1.98 

Bov's 2-Buckle heavy rolled edge, sizes 
3 to C $2.39 
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