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THE CHARGE TO THE GRAND 
JURY. 

The other day the president of the 
United States, in an address to the 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, said that we ought all to re- 

read the constitution anT? the his- 
tory of our institutions, it was well 
said. At times all of us appear to 
be |n danger of forgetting some 

things that should be constantly re- 

membered. Just because this is true 
of most of us. The Herald recom- 

mends the people of Brownsville to 
read the charge delivered to the 
grand jury yesterday by Judge Hop- 
kins. It is good to read. 

Judge HopKins has placed the 
whole question of the purity of the 
ballot so high above the level of par- 
tisan politics; tlie document is so 

eminently wise, just, sane and rea- 

sonable, that it must meet with the 
hearty commendation of all good 
citizens, irespective of political af- 

s. filiations. Read it. The reading will 

amply repay you for time and trouble. 

WOMAN FOR SCHOOL SUPERIN- 
TENDENT. 

The announcement of Miss Maude 
Douglass of Austin for the office of 
school superintendent of Travis 

county brings prominently before the 

people of Texas the growing interest 
of women in the state’s educational 

affairs, and the growing importance 
of woman’s work in behalf of the 

Pl^blic schools. While the Herald 

dufef not wish to see women in po- 
illatJkl life, yet it feels that, if there 
be any elective office which a woman 

might fill with fitness, it is that ot 

county school superintendeTTT. lTn- 

doubtedly 'there are many women 

who are fully capable of performing 
the duties of this office. Bee county 

(furnishes a very notable example 
to prove that a woman can make 

good as school superintendent, Miss 

Lida Dougherty having filled this of- 

L flee in Bee county for several years 
with pronounced success. Miss 

Dougherty has gone into her work 

with a vim and enthusiasm, devot- 

ing her entire time to it. The result 

has been the elevation of the country 

schools of that county to a very high 
standard of excellence. Reports of 

Miss Dougherty's work which have 

been published rrom time to time in 

the phtis have been of the most fav- 

orable nature and encourage he be- 

lief that the office of county super- 

lntcdent is one which may be filled j 
most acceptably by a woman, pro- 

vided the right woman be elected. 

WANTED—A HUMANE SOCIETY.! 
40* i I 

Any thoughtful persons who Is 

much about the streets of Borwns- 

vlUe must often have been impressed 
with the fact that we need a humane 

society. It is a pressing need. Tin- 

treatment sometimes accorded to 

dumb brutes, especially to horses and 

mules, ui>on the thoroughfares of our 

city is something that no civilized 
community should tolerate. 

Brownsville lias reached that stage 

in her development when cruelty to 

living things, men or beasts, ought 
to meet with prompt and severe pun- 

ishment. 
Texas has on her statute books 

laws for the punishment of cruelty' 
to animals. If these laws were on-1 

forced, there would be little need of 

a humane society. But, since they! 
are not enforced, the people who are 

really humane should organise a so- 

dety and see that they are. 

C l 

It Is not pleasant to read all the i 

vile things that are charged against < 

the house fly. but k more distress- ; 

Ing by far to read obituary notices ! 

of loved ones who may have fallen ; 

victims to the deadly diseases for f 

which these dangerous insects may t 

be responsible. Remember, the fly's < 

feet are especially adapted for con- i 

veying typhoid or tuberculosis germs ji 

SPLENDID CHARGE 
BY JUDGE HOPKINS 

(Continued from page one.) 

shall be entitled to vote without be- 

ing required to pay a poll tax pro- 

vided, however, he has obtained his 

certificate of exemption. 
Every male person who will be 

ill years old on or before the day of 
election and who by reasons of his 

minority would not be liable to the 
payment of a poll tax, and who pos- 
sesses the other qualifications of a 

voter, shall be entitled to vote, if he 
has obtained a proper certificate of 

exemption. 
Duties ofElection Officers. 

No judge or clerk of an election 
-hall make any state nor give any 
information in any manner of the 
number of votes nor any other fact 

regarding their opinion of the state 

of the polls, except as provided by 
law; neither shall any officer of elec- 

tion unfold or examine the Taoe of 

a ballot when received from an elec- 
tor nor compare it with the list of 
voters when the ballots are counted, 
nor permit it to be done, nor shall he 

examine nor permit to be examined, 
the ballots after they are deposited 
in a ballot box except as provided 
for in canvassing the votes, as pro- 
vided by law. All candidates are 

required within ten days after the 
election to file a written, itemized 

(statement, under oath with the eoun- 

{ tv judge, of all expenses incurred 

during the canvass for office, includ- 

ing amounts paid to newspapers, 
travelling expenses, etc., and such 

statement shall be sworn to and 

filed, whether the candidate was 

elected or defeated, which sta’ement 
shall at all times be subject to the 

inspection of the public. 
Any person who, while holding a 

public office or seeking a nomina- 
tion or appointment thereof, cor- 

ruptly uses or promises to use, di- 

rectly or indirectly, any official au- 

thority, or influence possessed or an- 

ticipated, in any way to aid any per- 
son in securing an office or public 
employment, or any nomination, 
promotion, appointment or increase 
of salary, upon consideration that 
the vote or political influence or ac- 

tion of the person so to be benefitted, 
or any other person, shall be given 
or used in behalf of any candidate, 
officer or party, or upon any other 

corrupt consideration, is guilty of 
a violation of the law, and ought to 
be punished. 

Oath of Officers. 
In investigating the conduct of 

. tlie election at the different polling 
precincts, it would be well for you 
to keep in mind the oath that each 
and every officer concerned in the] 
conduct of the election had to, and 
did assume, and then ascertain 
whether that oath has been violated 
either in letter or spirit, and wheth- 
er the election was carried on in ac- 

cordance with that oath which is as 

follows: 
"I solemnly swear that I will not 

in any manner request or seek to 

persuade or induce any voter to vote 

for or against any particular candi- 
date or candidates, or for or against 
any proposition to be voted on; that 
I will not keep or make any memo- 

randa or entry of anything ococur- 

ing wilthin the booths or polling 
places, as the case may he, nor dis- 
close how anyone whom I am per- 
mitted to assist in voting has voted, 
except l lie called on to testify in 
a judicial proceeding; and that I 
will faithfully perform this day mv 

duty as an officer of the election, and 
guard as far as 1 am able the purity 
of the ballot box. so help me God.” 

Any violation of this solemn o/th. 
gentlemen, is a violation of the laws 
of this state, and should be punished 
as provided for by law. 

No Time for Quibbling. 
I could go on indefinitely and re- 

cite to you each and every provision 
of our election laws, but having al- 

ready covered the main points in 
them I can now do no better than to 

instruct you to take the Terrell elec- 
tion law and examine it secrion by 
section, line by line, and ascertain 

what, if any. of iys provisions have 
been violated, and when you have 
done that, it is your sworn duty, 
gentlemen, to present such party or 

parties who may have been con- 

cerned in it. 
This is no time for quibbling, for 

it is a solemn and sacred obligation : 

resting upon you You can not af- 
ford to act in any manner that would i 

ar might be classed as a spirit of i 

compromise or patrisanship. Gen- 

tlemen. there is no place in your i 

!>roceedings for such a thought to 

■titer; you are face to face with the 

(tern proposition of impartiality and I 
earlesslv carrying out the terms of t 

he oath that you have just ass'uni- a 

>d; of laying aside passion and pre- j 
udice; of disregarding ties of t 

Headship or enmity; of not being a 

ictuated by love, fear, favor, nor r 

lope of reward, of presenting things a 

ruly as they come to your know]- f 

dge: of either doing your full duty 1 
n the premises or of cowardly evnd- 
tig it. There can be no middle p 

f 

i 

( 

ground upon which you can plant 
yourself. It is up to you fairly and 

squarely to do your duty as men, 

or shrink from it as cringing 
cowards. I believe you will take the 

horn of the dilemma tha- will lead 

you in the right and lawful direction, 

and that you will sedulously avoid 

being led off into the other path. 
Your duty is plain as given in 

these instructions and as embraced 

within the laws of our state. You 

can not afford not to do it, much 

less can you afford to allow- your- 
selves to be led oft by any considera- 

tion of favoritism or fear of personal 
friendship. 

You have qualified yourselves, and 

have just subscribed to an oath that 

is as sacred and binding as the law- 

can make it, that you will not. * 

Friendship Must Cease. 
You have now assumed a position 

where friendship must cease. A 

grand juror, as such, has no friends, 
neither has he any enemies. But you 
have a soul and a conscience, and 

have invested yourself with an oath, 
all of which together ought'to, and 

I 
will, compel you to act promptly, 

i vigorously, impartially, and with no 

I fear but that of God himself before 

I your eyes. 
As General Lee once said: “Duty 

! is the sublimest word in the Eng- 
lish language. Do your duty in all 

things. You can not do more; you 
should never wish to do less.” Let 
these words ring in your ears from 

this time throughout all of your de- 

liberations and until you have made 

your final report, and keep them 

constantly before you as your guide. 
In the investigation of these po- 

litical matters, the sole and onlv 

questions for you to consider are the 

violations of our laws and those 

guilty thereof. You are not to be 

actuated by your personal like or 

dislike for any candidate or candi- 

dates gefore the people for their suf- 

frage, nor are you to consider the 

political fortunes of any man or set 

of men. There is a great deal more 

at stake than any such issue. It 
is immaterial to you as grand puror 
what man, or set of men. was elect- 
ed but a much more grave question 
does concern you and that is the 

right to have a fair election conduct- 
ed where your citizens may and can 

vote as they please, and having done 

so, have the inalienable right of 

having their ballots counted for the 

candidate of their choice. Hence it 

resolves itself into the question, not 

so much of the rights of respective 
candidates, but the rights of the peo- 
ple themselves as guarantted by our 

constitution and laws. Under our 

republican form of government, 
which is based upon the principle 
that the people rule, the sacred right 
of the i^ailot i?, and ought to be, 
supreme, nor should it be permitted 
to be abridged in any manner, 
either through fraud, corruption, 
enmity or favoritism. 

Rights of the People. 
The rights of the people to rule 

is one of our guarantees, anil when i 
they are deprived of doing so by any 
means, then are our ideals of true 

government shattered, and the very 
foundation stone upon which it is 
built trembles. 

Whenever it gets so that the citi- 
zen can not go to the polls untram- 

melled, cast his vote as his own mind 
and conscience dictates, and have 
his will as expressed by the ballot 

properly registered, then, indeed, it 
is high time to call a halt, for, gen- 
tlemen, such a state of affairs is 

scarcely less than anarchy and law- 
lessness run riot. 

The purity of elections, the hon- 

esty of election boards, and the 

aequiesenee in the will of^he ma- 

jority as fairly and legitimately ex- 

pressed are the very foundation of 
all good governments, and any gov- 
ernment that does not adhere to it 

necessary becomes shattered and will 
eventually fall. 

No higher privilege is granted 
the American citizen than the power 
conferred by the ballot, and I know 
af no more heinous crime than the 
>ne that, deprives the citizen of a 

■free ballot and a fair count.” No 
matter how little weight we might 
>e willing to accord the judgment of 
the individual voter, yel when he 
xercises his high privilege and 
asts his vote, he is entitled, under 

the law, to have it reflect his judg- 
ment. his opinion or his choice, and 
myone who distorts it. who tampers 
»ith or changes it in any manner, 
•obs him af a right guaranteed him ' 

is a citizens and steals away from 
iim that which is more valuable 
han personal property. 

Gravity of Situation. 
I could go on, gentlemen, for 

lours and discourse further upon 
hose matters, but I feel that I have 
lready said enough to impress upon , 

ou that l am in earnest about these 
hings tba: I have called to your 
tteniion. 1 have tried fo make you 
ealize the gravity of the situation, 
nd the importance of you going 
ally into it, and meeting the issues 
ike men. 

It is no excuse to say that such 
rai’tices have been indulged in 

heretofore. That is simply begging 
tbe question. You are now brought 
face to face with a condition; it is 
no mere theory that confronts you; 
it is a condition that demands at 

your hands an earnest^ fearless, 
faithful investigation. 

IJo not be appalled at the enormity 
either of the offense, nor at the 
work neecssary to properly examine 
every detail of it. You have the 
entire term of the court within 
which you may remain in session, 
jlf after having thoroughly investi- 
gated all of these matters, you find 
that the law has been violated and 
can find those engaged in it, do 
your duty, gentlemen, and present 
them to the court by bill of indict- 
ment, no matter who may be affected 
by it, aqd no matter in what walk 
of life you may find the offender, be 
his estate of high or low degree. 
If on the fc^her hand, you can con- 

scientiously say in your minds and 
hearts that all these rumors of fraud 
and corruption are without founda- 
tion, and that the law has not been 
violated, then say so like men who 
are not afraid of public criticism. 

Homicides and Shootings. 
Sim e the last term of this court, 

there seem to have been an unusual 
number of homicides and shooting 
or assault scrapes in this county, 
and, gentlemen of the grand jury, 
I want to ask you, and through you, 
the citizenship of this county, where 
is this thing leading, and when is 
it going to stop? 

I can tell you to where it is lead- 
ing—it is leading to lawlessness and 

anarchy. When men get so bold, or 

so careless, that they value a human 
life at a less rating than they do 
that of an animal, and they regard 
the punishment for the latter more 

seriously than they do the former; 
when they are more afraid of the 
law that forbids cattle or horse steal- 

ing than the one that prohibits the 

taking of a human life; when they 
think that they can snuff out the life 
of a fellow being and rely upon 
their friends to get them out of it; 
then, indeed, is law, and the admin- 
istration thereof, a mockery, and 
such a thing as jvistice and well or- 

ganized society is a laughing stock 

Laws Not Respected. 
I do not recall, but the number is 

quite large, the various homicides 
and assaults that have taken place 
since the last term of this court. It 
has been said that in a new country 
that has just began to develop we 

naturally expect such things. That 
may be true to a certian extent, but 
we are getting by far too large a 

proportion of our share of shame, 
and I tell you now that it is, in my 
judgment, largely due to lack oi 
respect for the law and for lawful 
authority, and until these conditions 
change we can not hope for much 
better permanent results. This leads 
us to the second question to \bhich 
I answer: 

That whenever the law abiding 
citizens make up their minds that 
these things must stop, and then res- 

olutely determine that they are 

going to stand shoulder to shoulder 
as one man and put a stop to law- 
lessness and crime, and prosecute 
and punish those guilty of it, then, 
and not until then, will crime be 
suppressed, and law and order will 
reign supreme. 

Deliberate Judgment Required. 
The conditions are such as call for 

deliberate judgment and wise coun- 

sel. 

Political alliances, past friend- 
ships or associations, must necessar- 

ily be cast aside, and matters must 
be viewed calmly and dispassionate- 
ly. I believe that there are enough 
law abiding people in Cameron 
county, who want to see the laws en- 

forced and the right prevail, who 
can, by s anding together and work- 

———————■■ 

r ing in unison, bring about such a 

condition. The question is, will 

, they do it? I believe they will 
when once properly aroused. 

But I now call upon you as grand 
jurors to set the example. You hsfve 
a sworn duty to perform and are 

hound to do so by a solemn obliga- 
tion. 

This duty must be done calmly, 
dispassionately ...id impartially. 

Determine the Facts. 
It is no concern of yours as to 

what political creed, religious con- 

viction or official or business stand- 

ing of one who is charged with a vio- 
lation of the law. The only ques- 
tion for you to determine is, do the 
facts and circumstances justify you 

in presenting such a party, and will 
the evidence reasonably establish 
the guilt of such a party before a 

petit jury? If it does, your duty is 

plain under your oath, and you can 

not flinch from it. 

I, therefore, instruct you to look 

well and carefully into all the homi- 

cides and assault eases that have 

taken place since the adjournment of 
the last grand jury, and if the evi- 

dence warrants it, present ail such 

parties as may have been concerned 

in them; if the evidence does not 

warrant such action on your part, 
then your sworn duty is to ignort 
the case, and say so like men. 

Unsavory Notoriety. 
Brownsville has achieved a great 

amount of notoriety throughout the 

state on account of its recent elec- 

tion and subsequent events, but the 

notoriety has been of an unsavory 
nature. It is up to you as grand 
jurors to give back to it Tts fair 

name, and say to the state, and the 

world at large, that so far as your 
branch of the judiciary machinery 
is concerned that the law is supreme 
and must be enforced, and that yom' 
duty as grand jurors has been faith- 

fully observed. A small paragraph 
of such an advertisement would be 

worth more than a whole page of 
of the other kind. 

The occasion presents itself now 

for the grand jury of Cameron coun- 

ty not only to immortalize itself, 
but to make a name for the county 
from which it is drawn of which any 
community in this broad land will be 

proud. The question is will you do 
it? 

It does' not require any particular 
amount of moral stamina or back- 
bone for a juror to do his duty under 

ordinary circumstances, where the 
offense is one of ordinary every day 
life, or where the party being in- 

vestigated is one with whom we arp 

but slightly acquainted, but, gen- 

tlemen, it does require all of the 
stamina and moral courage that one 

can sum up to act impartially and 
enforce the law against those high 
up, either politically dr socially, or 

those with whom we have dealings 
in every walk of life. But the erraver 

the situation, the harder the task, 
so much the more necessary to meet 
it like men who have absolutely 
sworn to do their full duty, and 
without any mental reservations of 

any character. It is "up to you," 
gentlemen. 

The Sunday Law. 
We have a law upon our statutes 

know as the Sunday Law. This law 
means something. It is not written 
there for ornament. The lawmak- 
ers meant something when they 
enacted it. It was intended to bp 
enforced. It is immaterial whether 

you or I or anyone else individaullv 
think that if we had the making of 
laws we would not have enacted the 

Sunday law, but you can not brush 
it aside as so much chaff and say you 
do not believe in its enforcement, be- 
cause you have just taken an oath 
that binds you to uphold the laws, 

(Continued on page four.) 

FRONTIER LUHI I CO. 
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Metal Shingles 

I THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK jj 
< > it 

i: of Brownsville, Texas ij 
0 * 

jj United States Depository jj 

Capital $100,000.00 ij 
1 j SURPLUS AND UNDIVIDED PROFITS $115,000,000 i j ^ ____ 
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WE INVITE YOU 
To send your soiled and wrinkled 
clothing here to be Cleaned and 
Pressed. You will find the results 

satisfactory beyond your expecta- 
tions. Our system is superior to 

many and we are careful of every 
garment entrusted to our care. Goods 
called for and delivered, and charge* 
are very reasonable. 

THE MODEL LAUNDRY, 
Phene No. 1 

c 5ee 
West 

B rownsville 
YOU’LL LIRE IT 

Street car line under conduction to Country Club. 

INVESTIGATE 

J. B. Scott, Gen. Mgr. 
Brownsville, Texas 

*************** *************** 

1 The Pharr Hotel j 
* * 

* * 

* online Host-Mr. Linesetter * 
* * 

* THE BEST OF SERVICE * 

* * 

; PHARR, TEXAS; 
* * 

* * * +**###***#+# ****** X ***** * # '&# + 
* 

BRICK-BRICK 
When contempdlatlng to build your Residence. Business or Bank 

Building, specify our brick. 
Our plant Is up t° date. Dally capacity twenty thousand, locatsd three miles north of Brownsville on the main lln** of the Saint Louis 

Brownsville & Mexico milroad. Our facilities for laodlng from oar private spurs insures prompt shipments. 
Samples of brick will bs sent prepaid upon request. 

Office Suite 14 New Combe Bldg. Telephone 100, Brownsville Texas 
OFFICE J E. JOHNSON LUMBER COMPANY 

Gulf Goast Brick and Tile Company 
MANUFACTURERS OF BRICK 

E* F. JOHNSON, Manager 

***************** ***************** 

j The Miller Hotel l 
* * 

* The Largest and Most Modern Hotel * 

l in South-West Texas * 

£ jff 
¥ The Most Southerly Hotel in U. S. * 
k * 

l Paved Street * 

Street Car Tracks Pass the Door. * 
t *. 

i Brownsville, Ttxas. + 

**********************3fe***#**«***i 
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PINAFORE 
Friday, April 19th 

AT 

IWIER OPERA HOUSE 
BY 

TREBLE CLEF CLUB 
riCKETS ON SALE AT WILLMAN’S 

MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK i 
BROWNSVILLE. TEXAS \ 

Capital and Surplus, $209, , 

\ ! 
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