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(Cor.tlued from Page 4.) 
Then came the problem of persuading 
thd district manager at Houston to let 
her try her hand at selling Fords and 
trpctors- He is a mighty nicu fellow, 
that Houston manager, and a number 
one business man, but he couldn’t grasp 
the idea of a woman selling Fords to 
farmers. 

"It’s not a woman’s job," he objected, 
too much a matter of sitting on a fence 
and chewing tobacco with farmer Jones 
or Brown." 

At last he gave her four months to 

prove he was right. With one mechanic, 
and one salesman she went to work. 
Evidently tobacco chewing is not neces- 

sary to ForJ salesmanship, for in less 
than two years, the little sheet iron 

building in which she began operations 
was replaced by a handsome one of 
stucco and concrete, representing a per- 

manent investment of $10,000. This fall 
she built two filling stations, each cost- 

ing $3000. In last February’s sales cam- 

paign she won first place in the Hous- 
ton district, second in Texas, and 40th 
in the United States. 

"I paid back my first loan before it 

was due. At present I owe some money, 

but not enough to disturb my dreams 

at night. What I have done I consider 

just a beginning," she said. 

* * * 

Baby Store in Baby 
Town Woman-Owned 

Another Valley woman enjoys the 

distinction of opening the first store 

in a new town. Mrs. Zoe Brasher, is the 

woman, and Weslaco the town. Three 

years ago while Weslaco was so new 

born that it was still wobbly on its 

lege, Mrs. Brasher opened the Ladies 

Supply .Company, in a small frame 

building. The following year both the 

town and the business hud expanded so 

that the ladies Supply Company moved 
into a large building on main sLieet. 

Business has continued to increase un- 

til now this young store calls the err- 

tire Valley its territory. 

* * * 

Her Orchard Made 
Fortune This Year 

Mrs. H. E. Sumners of Hailing n 

ranks as one of the Valley’s most suc- 

cessful orchardists. And its l>y honest 
effort that she has earned these laur- 

els, for from her 19 acie orchard she 

expects by conservative estimate to 

gather $15,000 worth of citrus fruit. 

Eighteen acres of her orchard are 

planted to young trees coming into full 

bearing for the first time this >ear- 

Tdiir’dbes not dtvote all of her time to 

grapefruit and oranges, however, for 
she has superintended the farming of 

80 acres of cotton and truck, and rear- 

ed a family cf five. 
Still further she is president of the 

Paient-Teachers’ association, presidenr 
of the Study Club of Harlingen, and 

president of the school board. 

* * * 

Heart and Soul Ciitts 
Come From This One 

A thing not of dollar and cents 

value, but rather of the heart and 

soul ij5 the gift of Miss M. Flora Todd 

of San Benito, to the Valley, the M« s- 

siah, presented each Christn as by the 

-San Benito Choral Club. The rema- 

nents of a small jazz band, a few loyal 
amateur music lovers, and a dauntless 

spirit were the materials with which 

she had to woik. By super-human ef- 

fort, months, weeks and hcurs of drill, 

a 10 piece orchestra was created, and 

50 voices were taught to harmonize. 

Encouraged by the success of the 

Christmas program the Choral Club 
followed it with DuBoise’s “Seven Last 

Words’’ at Easter. That was three 

years ago. Each succefding year the 

same program ha9 been carried out 

with greater success.” We hope to 

•make this a Valley tradition,” said 

Miss Todd. > In addition to her work 

with the San Benito club, Miss Todd 
directs the music clubs of Brownsville, 
Harlingen and La Feria. 

■j, * 

They Enter Magazine 
Field in Valley, Too 

Another w^° has courageously given 
0f her talents to the Valley through 
the medium of journalism, is Mrs. Julia 

C» Montgomery, of Brownsville. .For 

six years she has been associated with 

her brother, P. E. Montgoimry in the 

publication of Monty’s Monihly, and a 

Colored supplement, The Citrus Tree. 

Their great purpose has been to give 
t)ie Valley world w;de publicity. 

Valley Week in Houston in the fall 

of 1922, which was brought about 

through her efforts; followed the next 

year by a gigamic citrus fruit exhibi- 
tion at the Houston fair staged by 

Monty’s Monthly, were effective pieces 
of advertising which opened the eyes 

of thousands of Texans to the citrus in- 

dustry of the Valley. 
This was immedia'ely followed by the 

publication of 50.900 booklets contain- 

ing 74 cuts of Valley homes and or- 

chards in beautiful three color work. 

That is only part of what Mrs. Julia 
C. Montgomery has done for the Val- 

ley. 
* * * 

^lade Old Hotel Help 
To Build New One 

A fitting--conclusion to this chronicle 
of woman’s par! in tht Valley’s march 
'of progress is the stoiy of Mrs. C. H. 
More of Brownsville and the new Trav- 

; olers Hotel. 
There was urgent need for greater 

-hotel accommodations. Local business 
inch and the traveling public were loud 
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MONUMENT TO WOMAN’S ABILITY 
her to try her hand at raising feed. 
A man at Donna suggested cane. Re- 
solving to have enough to iast through 
the season, she planted all the land 
she had cleared at that time, 125 acres. 

"When I started cutting that cane, 

the neignbors would come over and 
offer to rent me an extra 40 acres to 
stack it on. I began to think I would 1 

have to take up their offer. Rut it net- 

ted me $85 per acre, in spite of my 
tenderfoot methods of farming, so I 
figured that cane wasn’t such a bad 
bet. But,” she a^ded. "I haven’t plant- 
ed quite that much since. 

Mrs. Nickel has since traded *rcsc of 
her original holding in on a tret 
which she purchased in the Raymond- 
ville district. She has 3d head of fine 
dairy cattle, and raises grapefruit, cot- 

ton, and cabbage as well as cane, these 
days. 

* * * 

‘Food Lilje Mother 
Made* Wins for Her 

“The kind cf food mollier cooks” 
has given Mrs. J. A. Ly< ns of the San 
Benito hotel • circle of friends which 
extend far in o the highways and by- 
ways of Texas. 

She came to the Valley 14 years ago 
w th her husband. Shoitly ufter ar- 

riving they had an opportunity to take 
ovi r the management of the hotel. Six 
yeats later when her husband died, 
Mrs. Lyons ccniinued with the work 
and has put so much of herself into it, 
that it has become an institution rath- 
er than a mere hotel. 

♦ * * 

Cameron County 
Woman Is Treasurer 

Petitioned to run for the office of 
county treasurer of Cameron county six 
years ago, Mrs. A. W. Cocke, has been 
elected three times successively; in the 

last election polling more votes than 
any single candidate of the county:- 

M:s. Cocke has been on her own re- 
sources since her husband’s death 25 
years ago. She moved to San Benito in 
1913, was auditor of the water and im- 
provement district for a nqpnbdr of 
years. During the war she assumed the 
duties of city secretary. 

She was going quietly about her work, I 
when a petition from the powers that be 
in Cameron county was presented to 
her wirh a request that she file her 
name as a candidate. After much urg- 
ing she consented: and witout making a 

single cumpaign speech was elected 
treasurer. The folks about the court 
house say that she is one of the hardest 
workers there; and he* opponents de- 
clare that she can’t be beat. 

* * * 

Younger Generation 
Has Successes Also 

Miss Zoe Drummond of Mission is 
an example of what the much talked 
of young.r generation will do if left 
to their own devises. Although she 
looks alicut sixteen, and can’t be much 
older than that, she is not only a lull 
fledged attorney, with her shingle 
hanging out, backed up by a couple of 
d> grees from the Univers* y of Texas, 

j but is now serving her second term as 

city attorney for Mission. „ 
"* 

$ * * 

Hats Changed in 20 
Seasons; Women, Too 

For 21 seasons Mrs. M. K. Li.cbeiidge 
of Hatlingen has been selling hats to 
Valley women. Hats and women have 
both changed, mightily since the day 
wh> n the brought her first millinery 
store in a. tmall town in the northern 
part of the state, 31 years ago, she 
declared, but r.ctner have changed 
more than has the Vallty in the 11 

TELEGRAPH IN 
CITY GROWING 

Brownsville Office Is 
Eighth in District in 

Business 

From a small shop with seven em- 

ployes, handling only a limited business 
in a section of the country that was 

sparsely settled, the Western Union 
telegraph office at Brownsville has 
grown to its present size in the past ten 

years, employing 30 persons, and relay- 
ing messages to and from every point 
in the Valley including Rio Grande City, 
on the west and as far north as Kings- 
ville. 

| Established back in the days imme- 
diately following the civ 1 war, the local 
office was for inar.y years the only tele- 
graphic point in this section, and when 
other stations were opened the office 
became a relay point in November, 1919. 

In 1912 A. W. ReeJ, the present man 

ager, became manager of the office in 
Brownsville, and has witnessed most of 
its growth. Last June multiplex tele- 
graph machines were put in, placing 
tty. The Brownsville office ranks 
this office in the same class with of- 
fices in the largest cities af the coun- 

years she has made it her home. Paved 
roads, electric highlints, have been 
built, and new cities have spr ng up. 
"Hats aren’t nearly so important as 

they were back in t'.e goed o.'d days, 
for now a woman will pay $5 lor a hat 
to wear with a S20 pair of shoes,” 
\Irs. Locherjdge said. 

eighth in the Gulf Coast district, which 
includes the states of Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas and Louisiana. 

“The office here is one of the fast- 
est growing in the United States”, said 
Mr. Reed. “We have experienced a large 
increase in business this year over last 
year, the growth of business in the te- 
legraph office being a pulse of the busi- 
ness development in general. 

“In the past ten years the business 
of the office has increased more than 
300 per cent. At present our delivery 
extends to the city limits of Brownsvi- 
lle in all directions, whereas it former- 
ly extended only a half mile f om the 
office. We have made other improve- * 

ments in the service of the office in 
Brownsville all looking toward better 
accommodations for our patrons.” 

The office of the local station, locat- 
ed at the corner of Thirteenth and Eliz- 
abeth streets, is well equipped with all 
of the machines and appliances found in 
other first class offices of the country, 
and with an efficient corps of operatais, 
clerks, etc. L. A. Pryor is chief operat- 
or of the local offica. 

Mr. Reed, local manager, who has 
been with the Brownsville office for 
more than ten yea»s in that capacity, 
has witnessed lhc rapid growth of the 
office, and attributes it to the develop- 
ment which has taken place in the Val- 
ley in general. 

j WAR BREAD EATEN 
SOFIA.—Owing to the shortage of 

wheat, war bread is the rule in Bul- 
! *;aiia. White bread is almost prohibi- 
S five in price. Under the dine'ion of 
! the food dictator, re-e?tabli)»hed in. 

Bulgaria six years after the war, the 
black bread is a mixture of wheat, rye 
s.nd corn. 

'-,---J 
WILL GET RADIO 

DUBLIN—A B.ifast committee is 

lai.ing $5000 10 provide the hospitals 
of the oily with radio i receiving sets, 

and the project, ii successful, will be 
extended to orher northern towns. 

% 

“The above building is a mon- > 

ument to the determination 
and ability of Mrs. H. Bollack 
who personally managed the 
business housed in it, The 
Bollack Store, for many years. 
She bulit this building in 
1910. A story of her determi- 
nation and enterprise appears 
in this edition of The Herald. 

in their demands. Hotels and hoarding ! 
houses weie turning people away. 

Mrs. More rose to the occasion by 
making a $100,000 additii n to the old 
Travelers Hotel, thus giving Browns- 
ville the largest hotel in the Valley. 
There are 87 rooms in all 33 of these 

biing new, a beautifully furnished lob-- 
by, and a roof garden. The entire 
building is steam heated, and modern 
in every respect. 

The Travelers Hotel is part of th* 
More estate, the management of which 
Mrs. More assumed on the death cf 
her husband in 1918. 

And thus if is the wcmm of the Val- 
ley are doing their part. More than 
fifty of them successfully managing ! 
business of their own. 

* * * 

The se Th ree Have 
‘Service’ for Motto 

Service is the key-note of the work 
being done by three young women of 
the Valley. Miss Mildred Van Every.. 
secretary of the Girls Reserve, is liv- 
ed and welcomed info homes frem Mis- 
sion to Brownsville. Her work is to 

develop the girl power of the Valley. J 
The most outstanding of her achieve- t 

nients during the past year was the' 
girl’s camp which she conducted {■ r j 
waeks last summer. One hundred and | 
thirty one girls attended, and learned 
something of camp discipline, wood 
lore and team spirit. 

Mrs, J. C. Easton, county nurse of 
Cameron county, devotes most of her 
time to the better babies movement, 
while Mrs. Jewel Smith, county de- 
monstration agent of Cameron county, i 

is teaching the girls and women to 
be more efficient home maktrs. 

* * * 

Make Sisters Pretty 
To Gain Success 

Mrs. C. H. Peavy and her daughter. 
Esther, of McAllen are shining ex- 

amples of what faith in one’s self and 
boundless energy will accomplish. Three 
years ago with a cap tal stock of $25 
they started a small beauty parlor in 
the corner of a millinery shop. Today 
they own a smart ready-to-wear shop 
of their own. and h ive expanded the 
biaut.v parlor until three operators are 

kept busy. The Valley Beauty Parlor 
and the Band Box Millinery is the 
double name of ti.eir establishment. 

$ :): $ 

Proves to Hubby She 
Can Sell Paints 

One of the newts' ven urers into the 
Valley’s business vcorld is Mrs. Harriet 
Taber of San Benito. Seeing paint 
and wall-paper is her business, hut 
framing and selling pic- ures is her hob- 
by, .and the hobby ho.as sway these 
days. 

About six mon ths ago her husband 
who is occupied with other interests, 
found himself with this st.re on his 
hands but no time to give it. He was 

preparing to sell, v hen his wife per- 
suaded him to let h.r try her hand at 
managing it. A peep at the books 
which show that she has doubled the 
business of each month as compared 
with the same months last year, has ! 

satisfied any doubts which friend hus- | 
band may have entertained. 

* * * 

Here's Woman W ho 
‘Raised Cain’ 

On November 6, 1919, Mrs. M. M. 
Nickel, of Indiana, started "raising 
cane” in the Valley. The first year she 
planted cane on 125 acres of her 200 

acre ranch, located west of Weslaco. 

City born and reared, she came to the 

Volley to give her 13 year obi son the 
advantages of country life. After pur- 

chasing the land she bought four little 

mules, and two cows and calves. Hav- 

ing to pay $35 a ton for hay, determined 

\ 
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Some Reasons Why Land 
Investments in Lyford 
Vicinity Are Profitable 

For 15 Years Dry Farming Successful 

Best for Successful Poultrying 

T FARM eighty-five of my 1G5 acres five miles south of 
* Lyford in the Sebastian neighborhood. I put in 40 acres 
to cotton this year (1920) but Mexican labor planted five acres 
too deep for production. From the other thirty-five acres I have 
taken off twenty bales and estimate there is at least one bale 
yet in the field. This cotton I sold from 34 to 38 cents per 
pound because I got it on the market early. I put the first 
bales in the gin in the middle of July. Getting our cotton off 
early has resulted in us getting theh igh market price of the 
season each year. I also have thirty-five acres in corn that 
will make an average yield of 25 to 30 bushels per acre, and 
it is of good grade. I had norainduringthe growing season, but 
found that by proper cultivation I could retain the moisture 
in the ground from rains that fell before planting time. I 
am well satisfied with the results obtained from farming in 
the non-irrigated section of the Rio Grande Valley of Texas 
and feel that the return on investment and labor here would 
be hard to beat in other sections of the United States. 

S. S. CALDWELL. 

* ■> 

ALTHOUGH the early developers of this section boosted it 
as a possible citrus country, not many people had faith 

„enough in them to plant orange, grapefruit and lemon 
groves. A few, however, took a chance and their pioneer- 
ing has proven the adaptability of the country to this pur- 
pose. Only a few producing groves exist at present, but 

many young trees are being planted. Among tine older groves 
that have proven successful are those of Deyo & Ray, W. A. 

Comp and T. C. Hood, at Lyford, the Harding & Gill 50-acre 

grapefruit grove and a number of smaller ones at Raymond- 
ville. The latter grove, which was set in 1917 and has just 
come into profitable bearing, is the largest in the country. 
The Deyo & Ray grove has been bearing for a number of 
years, and its fruit won a number of prizes in the county fair 
at Harlingen last winter, and at the citrus show at A. and M. 
College later. It includes oranges, grapefruit and lemons, while 
in most of the younger groves, grapefruit predominates. 

Sandy Loam Soil Adapted to Citrus Fruits 

Others Have Succeeded—So Should You « 

HERE again the climate is capitalized. The winter months 
being favorable for hatching chicks, the mild climate 

making it easy to broo^ and rear them without the expensive' 
and complicated equipment required further north, it is just 
as easy for Willacy County to have broilers in April as for the 
North Texan to have them ripe for. the annual Fourth of 
July picnic. Needless to say the city markets are by no means 
flooded with “spring chicken” so early in the season, and high- 
class Caterers who serve their customers the real thing are 

willing to pay considerably more for the quality they want if 
it is to be had. No keener disappointment is known to the 
man than that which follows the service of an order of “half 
a sprang chicken” when the dental evidence declares \ 
without peradventure of a doubt that the chicken “sprang” 
from a gone and all but forgotten year. This branch of the 
industry expects to develop. 

* 
9 * 
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THE DEYO and Ray Ranch contains 825 acres and is lo- 
cated six miles southwest of Lyford, Texas. This year 

(1920) we had 250 acres rented on shares to Mexican tenants. 
These tenants have to date had 142 bales of cotton ginned, and 
we estimate they will have from 12 to 16 more bales to gin. v.. 
From our rent lands planted to cotton, we will receive about 
$2j5 per acre in lease money. In addition to the rent lands 
we had 25 acres in cotton of our own that has,produced about 
20 bales. Sixty acres of our personal farming produced 1800 
bushels of corn this year. These crops are in addition to Kaf- 
fir, Sudan and other feed stuffs that grow abundantly on our 

soil for our own cattle and hogs which have proved to be a 

profitable investment. As a side line we have taken $240 in 
honey from our hives. We pay no attention to our bees, oth- 
than taking the honey. WTe also have 300 pounds of wool ; 

^ 

stored. We had our place farmed extensively between 1911 
and 1915 by Mexican tenants when we kept records of yields. 
These records show a lease return, (one-quarter of the cot- 
ton crop and one-third of the corn), of $9.69 per year for ; 
(Lhe five years. Since that time we have not kept such a 

close record, but taken all in all we receive approximately 
fifty per cent return upon our investment yearly. 

ROBERT RAY. 

* f 

WE CAN HELP YOU SECURE LONG TIME LOANS j 
j •* /U.'.' ** T-- 

LYFORD REALTY COMPANY ? 
^ ^* 

Lyford, Texas 
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