
MASONIC ORDER 
HISTORIC LODGE 
IN BROWNSVILLE 

‘ 
__ 

Local Charter It Oldest 
South and West of 
San Antonio and on 

t Rio Grande 

BY DR. C. H. THORN 
In the year of grace, eighteen hun- 

dred and forty-nine two beneficent 
orders appeared in Brownsville and be- 
came permanent institutions. 

One was the O. M. i. generally gnown 
as the Oblate Fathers. These consec- 
rated men who freely offer themselves 
for any service required by their 
church, soon erected a cathedral that is 
a noble structure and a monument to 
the zeal and devotion of those who 
constructed it. They have ever been 
leaders in the progress of Christianity 
and civilization. The seventy-fifth an- 

niversary of their advent here was re- 

cently celebrated. 
The other order was that of Free- 

masonry. In November 1848, fifteen 
Master Masons residing in Brownsville 
and in Fort Brown organized a Mason- 
ic lodge and applied to the Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Lodge of Texas for a 

charter, or dispensation. They receiv- 
ed the dispensation February 26, 1840. 
Thus the oldest Texas Masonic lodge 
south, or west of San Antonio and the 
oldest on the long ‘Rio Bravo del Nor- 
te” was instituted. 

It is true that the soldiers of Gen- 
feral Taylor’s army had an army lodge 
at Point Isabel, but, while it really in- 
troduced Freemasonry in this part of 
the country, it existed only a short 
time and demised when the soldiers left 
Point Isabel. Josiah Turner, a well re- 
membered old pioneer, received the en- 

tered apprentice degree in that lodge. 
When the soldiers came to Fort Brown 
and with some civilians organized a 

lodge in 1848, they looked over to the 
xiver and. ouite naturally, called their 
lodge, Rio Grande. As such it has been 
known for three-quarters of a century 
and as such, we trust, that it will long 
continue to diffuse the light of brother- 
ly love, belief and truth on both sides 
of the river. 

For the first 50 years practically all 
the names of the leading families in 
this section (except a few Spanish and 
French) were entered upon the records 
of this Lodge. Some, of the third and 
fourth generations, are now members 
Some of the soldiers demitted to affili- 
ate elsewhere. 

Early Officers Unknown 
Because of lust records but little is 

known of some of the first members. Of 
wocrdiipful master John C. | 

ClenandTwho" presided in 1841, it is not 
known from vhence he came nor whith- 
er he wen* .id his name was found by 
the prese i secretary, only, among the 
records of the grand secretary at Wa- 
co. Of the first senior warden, John E. 
Gary, it is known that he was an of- 
ficer in the army and stationed at Fort 
Brown. Henry L. Howlett was the first 
junior warden and was the bookkeeper 
®f Jessy Galvan. He was master of this 
lodge several times, was district dep- 

MASONIC TEMPLE—LIFE MEMBERS 

Pictured $bove is the perma- 
nent home of the local Ma- 
sonic bodies. It formerly was 
the court house of Cameron 
county and was purchased by 
the Masons when the new 
county building was complet- 
ed. Below are J. Dominguez 

and J. J. Cocke, two life mem- 

bers of the local lodge. Mr. 
Dominguez received this hon- 
or after he lost his arm de- 
fending Fort Brown against 
the negro rioters in 1906. He 
was a policeman at the time. 
Mr. Cocke served 16 years as 

secretary of the lodge. 

uty grand master and was secretary of 
the lodge when he died in 1878. 

The secopd master of the lodge was 

Stephen Paveis. He was a colonel of 
a New VojtJi regiment in the Mexican I 
war. He was master two years, under I 
dispensations, renewed, and in January, 
1852, fr&de horseback to Austin, Texas 
and secured the charter for the lodge. 
In this chatter' Hiram Chamberlain is 
named as master, W. W. Nelson as se- 
nior warden and F. B. Scarborough as 

junior yarden. These wardens were 

probably both soldiers; Nelson was dis- 
charged from the army after the Mex- 
ican war and they both remained here I 
to become past masters. 

Rev. Hiram Chamberlain was a Bros 
byterian missionary and was well | 
known As an eloquent speker and a i 
man of ability. He was the most prom- 
inent Mason in this section for many 
years. His bodv rests in the cemetery of 
this lodge and upon his monument the 
square and compasses are inscribed. 

Others of the old masters and mem- 

bers whose names are conspicuous on 

the records are Edward Downey. Louis 
Cown, William Kelly, John McAllen, 
Robert Dalzell, E. j. Kenedy, PL H. ! 
Goodrich and Louis ar.d Benjamin Ko 

1 

walski. P’our members of the Kowalski j 
family have been masters of thm lodge j 
and one was it’s treasurer for 25 years. I 

Past master G. M. Paphael probably 
prevented the lodge from sending up 
the charter as a committee had been ap- 
pointed to decide the question. Brother 
Raphael came in just then and, giving 
the secretary the money to pay the 
grand lodge dues, said there could be 
no question of surrendering the chart- 
er, but, that this lodge would carry on. 
Those who remember him know that he 
did things that way. His nephew, Sam- 
uel L. Dworman, was also a past mast- 
er. He assisted in buying the present 
home of the lodge and left to this j 
lodge, in his will, ten shares in the 
Masonic temple association. 

Lodge Buys Home 
Before the Brownsville Masonic Tem- 

ple association bought the old Camer- 
on county court house and made it the 
Masonic temple, Rio Grande Lodge had 
great trouble in securing suitable rooms 

for a lodge. During ten years prior to I 
1915 it had to move five times. In 1806 
it paid $100 a month for hall. Iti the lat- 
ter pail of that year the third floor of 
Maltby and Kinney’s new brick building 
was leased at $720.00 a yea-, to be paid 
monthly. Doubtless the members expect- 
ed to remain in that building a long 
time. However, in less than one year 
hey were literally "blow ou.." Oct- 
ober, 1867, the lodge had a stated meet- 
ing anil after that meeting the lodge 

I room never was seen again. That third 

story was demolished by a terrible 
storm and furniture and books were 

badly damaged, or destroyed and the 
charter disappeaied. It had been framed 
and hung on the wall of the lodgcroom. 
It was over one month before the lodge 
met again. They could not meet without 
a chaiter. About three weeks after the 
storm, a man was walking near the 
rivet, on the Mexican side, and picked 
up a large piece of paper, partly buried 
m the Sana, and discove ed that it was 

the charter of Rio Grande lodge. It had 
been blown out of it’s frame and across 
the river. 

The then new br.ck building of Malt- 
by a .d Kinny still stands, “a ragged 
begger sunning”, but it has remained a 

two story building irom the long re- 

membered night of the terrible storm 
to the p.esent time. It ,s the last brick 
house on Elizabeth Street on the right 
approaching Fort Brown. 

Many Soldiers Members 
Just what records wgre lost in this 

storm ik not known for many books and 
valuable records were burned by the 
wife of one of the officers of the lodge. 
He was said to be very ill and 
because of that and, also, because 
he had lkeumatisnr and was crippled by 
it, this officer carried many books and 

papers of the ladge to his house. When 
he suddenly died, this poor woman took 
all the papers and books out in the ] 
yard and burned them. Yet, through the 
records of the grand secretary we have 
the names of all the masters of this 
lodge irom 1849 to the present time. 

The members are largely soldiers and 
former soldiers and they are scattered 
nearly all over the world. They have 
ranked from corporals to brigadier gen- 
erals (retired.) Many ministers, judges, 
legislators and one governor of the 
state of Texas have been members. 

There have been 26 life members 
(who pay no dues) and just half of 
them have been called to the grand 
lodge above. Only three of these were 

elected life members for long and faith- 
ful service. These were Benjamin Ko- 

walski, J. J. Cocke and M. Y. Domin- 
1 
guez. Last year, Benny Kowalski an- 

I other life Mason died. 
Many inteiesting 'incidents in the 

lives and deaths of members of this 

lodge afe in its’ records and many such 
incidents not on record are knorvn to 

! me, but, it would take too much space 

j to give them here. 
We have many past masters of this 

I lodge yet living. 
The present officers are 

Wni. W. Ball, worshipful master; R. 

D. Howard, senior warden; W. A. Darl- 

ing, junior warden; A. E. Munday, 
Treasurer; C. H. Thorn, secretary; S. 

Z. Abelow, senior deacon; R. W. Slog- 
get, junior deacon; H. W’eber, senior 

steward; A. Escalante, junior steward; 
\¥.- J. Vertrees, tiler. 

Deer Hunt in Mexico 
Brings Seven to Valley 

Claud Macey, of El Jar* n. and seven 

other friends, went through the Valley 
about four years ago on a doer hunt 

in Mexico. Mr. Macey is a soil ex- 

pert and had examine! the possibilities 
of every iiligated ser,ti''n :n the Unite,! 
States except in New Mexico. 

When the party left he is not one of 
them had any idea of cc ning to the 
Valley to live but before i'.iey returned 
seven out of the eight h i bought land 
The original purchases v 3 only smait 

blocks but all of them have increased 
their holdings since then, Mr. Macey 
said. 

READ THE CLASSIFIED ADS 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS I 
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
A ■£• Vf- ^y>r >;• 

To Our Many Friends 

I We have been in the Cafe and Restaurant business long- j 
I er than any one in Brownsville, and have built a reputa- 
1 tion for serving good food at moderate prices. • 

I EAT YOUR XMAS DINNER WITH US 

—HOUSTON CAFE— 
I BROWNSVILLE TEXAS 

iTv-•*!> A_ •;-v .-*■ .. .' ^ -5.-4SL .> 

VALLEY FARMER 
WOULD LEAVE 
-AFTER DEATH 
_ 

| 
(Continued From Page 11 

his experience in the Valley and had 
his business to learn awhile he was 

making a success cf it. 
In 102:1 he- raised almost $5000 werth 

of cotton, mere than $1390 of it eff 
his original ten acres and later sdd 
a valuable cabbage crop off the same 

ground. Hr also go., a considerable 
quantity of fruit off Itjs trees that 
year. 

S me member of his family of five 
almost always was ill in Louisiana, ho 
said, and doctors’ hills were a constant 
drain on his income. Since moving to 
the /Lower Rio Giande he has paid 
doetois $1.50 and feels sorry for that 
profession for he says he does net see 
hew they keep from starivng to death 
unless they do a little farming on the 
side. 

“The Valley is the greatest place on 
the earth for the man who wants suc- 
cess bad enough to work for it.” he 
said. 

STORMS GIVE WARNING 
From the Creek ••Keraunos"— mean- 

ing thunderbolt—comes the name ••cer- 

aunograph." which has been given to an 

instrum* nt installed in Blue Hills. Mass. 
This device is an adaptation of the wire- 
less receiving station in ordinary use. 
but is "tuned up" to catch messages of 
immense wave length from the skies— 
wave lengths treated by lightning. 

The «eraunograpb announces the com- 

ing of a thunderstorm, snowstorm, or 

any electrical disturbance while it is yet 
a hundred miles distant, for it catches 
the concentric electrical wav*s given off 
by the coming storm and makes them 
audible by means of an adaption of the 
wireless telephone headpiece. By tli* 
kind of wave received at this station it 
is possible to determine precisely tilt na- 
ture of the coming storm and its dis- 
tance away from tile Blue Hills station. 

This device has also been connected 
up with an automatic recording d* vice, 
which allows it to he left by itself ex- 

cept for inspection periods. To secure 

this conutinuous record a pointer which 
makes a record on a revolving drum is 
* in ployed. 

NAMES OF MANY PIONEER 
BROWNSVILLE FAMILIES 
ON LOCAL MASONIC ROLL 

Some memotr cf each cf the 

pioneer families named below at one 

time has been on the rosttr of Rio 

Giande Locge, No. 81. A. F. & A. M'. 
Alexander. Anderson. Ainsworth, i 

Alsbach, Arthur. Altman, Aragon. 
Brown. Btll, Bass, Barthclow, 

Basse. Bacnman. Bixby. Blum, Best. 
Burris, Baer. 

Catscl, Chano. Clark. Carvajal, 
Oliver. Campbell. Castillc, Cummings, 
Cow n, Cox. 

Dirgan. Davis. Dean, Deh'as, 
Dcughcity. Dcwd. Dodridge. Dalzell, 
Dye, Davis, Downey. Dennett. 

Ephraim. Evans 

Fessenden, Fostej. France. Frank- 
lin. Fernandez. 

Glavecke, Grace, Gary,. 
Howard. Hewlett. Hoyt. Hill. Hep- 

worth, Hilton. Hastings. 
Joseph, Jacobs. Jagou. 
King. Kenedy. Kean. Keppel, King. 

Kottinan, Krausse. Kahn, Kidder. 
Lewis. Lawler, Langstroth. Levy, 

Latham. Lafargue, Leaucadou. Linton. 
McAllen, Martin. Mitchell. McClus- 

key, McFadden. McKenna. Mohr, 
Mauk. Marks. Maltby. Melody, Miller. 

Nickels, Nixon. Norris. Nelson, 
Nesmith. 

O’Neal, O’Conner. 
Powers. Palmer. Pendleton. Pass- 

more, atterson. utegnat. # 
Racia. Reeves, Rodgers, Roberts. 
Serra. Schreck. Smith. Siemens. Sie- 

bert, Storms. 
Taylor, Thomas, Thornton, Thomp- 

son. Tippett. 
Verbaum. 
Ward. Weyman. Weilman, Willman, 

Whiting. 
Young. 
Zagony. 

REDCAR. YORKSHIRE. Oct. 21—A 
toad brought a new problem to the golf- 
ing world the other day. 

During a match between amateurs and j 
professionals on the Redcar course \V.1 
Loveridge landed his ball in the rough. | 
As the players approached a large toad I 
jumped up and the ball, whieh had ap- 
parently rested on its back, disappeared 
into a hole. To play the ball Loveridge 
pushed the toad away, but it jumped 
into tin hoi*, where ilie ball bad lodged, 
rendering it unplayable. 

The point at issue was whether in lift- 
ing it to play the second shot. Loveridge 
should be penalized. It was ruled that 
as the ball bad been moved by an ag< ney 

I outside the game no penalty should be 

I incurred. 
| 

DONNA CENTER 
city; is past 

BOON PERIOD 
(Continued from Page One, 

the Donna News, is an institution of 
which the town is justly proud. Here 
the tourist newcomer finds a readj 
welcome and receives a favorable im- 
piession of the Valley and of Donna and 
the “editor-lady” is able to put in some 

telling work for the development of the 
section. 

Live Rotary Club 
At the time the Donna Rotary club 

was organized that town had the dis- 
tinction of being the smallest town in 
the world with such anorganization. 
This honor has since been wrested from 
it by a town in Arizona but Donna or- 

ganization still is alive and working for 
its own. The club now has 28 members. 
C. D. (Chet) Dickey is president and 

Emery Watts is vice-president, L. A. 
Bauer is secretary-treasurer. 

A large park site, located in the center 

of the town and well cared for, greets 
the new arrival in Donna by rail or by 
concrete highway and gives a first im- 

pression of beauty which means much to 

the town. The site was given to the city 
at the laying out of the townsite and 
has been planted in beautiful palms and 
other tropical plants. 

Donna people love the Valley and are 

boosters for it to a man. "It is the fin- 
est place on earth,” they all tell you, 
and Donna is the best spot in the Val- 

ley." A spirit of that kind builds 
cities and Donna will see a wonderful 

development in the years just ahead. 

THE FOOLISH THING 
••Don't kill the birds, the pretty birds, 

that sing about your door. ptad to be a 

very pretty sentiment, but now it is 

practical, hard, common sense, since 
birdie has demonstrated his insect-eating 
ability. The birds of Alabama are prov- 

ing their right to live as the able assist- 
ants to man in digging wealth out of the 
soil. The man who kills a'song bird in 
tlii' enlightened day is not* only a law- 
breaker but just a plain, long fool, with 
a few confounds, a doggone or two. and 

maybe a cuss word thrown in for good 
measure.- Demopolls Times. 

CLASSIFIEu ADDSBRING RESULTS 

The Gift for Everybody-- 

k 

I 

A Savings Account 
4 

Most Christmas presents give their greatest joy on 

Christmas Day. From then on they are of less and less 

use. How many Christmas presents did you ever receive 

or give that were worth more onjhe following July? 

There is one present you can give this Christmas that will 

definitely increase in value every day of the year. It’s 

the present for anyone—a Savings Account in this Bank. 
> 

; 9 *■ 

STATEMENT OF THE CONDITION AT THE CLOSE OF 

BUSINESS, OCT. 10, 1924 

I Resources 
Loans and Discounts and 

Overdrafts $435,851.81 
Stocks and Bonds 10,950.00 
Banking House, Furniture 

and Fixtures .. 27,938.55 
Other Real Estate. 25,861.08 
Guaranty Fund ..!_ 26.407.21 
Cash ana Exchange 197,332.11 
Bills of Exchange .. 9,005.85 

Total $733,346.61 

Liabilities 

Capital Stock $ 90,000.00 
Undivided Profits .-. 2,690.01 
Bonds Deposited ... 5.600.00 
Deposits .... 635,056.60 

Total .. $733,346.61 

✓ » 4 
__ 

SAN BENITO, TEXAS 4 


