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Excess of Water Mustj 
Be Removed From 
Land After I trig a ioa, 
Is Claim 

B> Bruce Gentry 
Of course it is no new slate an ti. to: 

say that drainage is just as imnorta .1 j 
as irrigation to the Lower l:i« t.r :**1 

Valley. Drainage is absoluLd: e sou- 

tial to the successful eullivatic of all 

irrigated lands and uulur:;l ■ 'r .inage ] 
channels cannot take care of the -•’;ee--i 
that comes through the sa.ee.-,-i\, ap- 
plications of water to produ.-c crop J 
after crop. The planning of i i-u’.ionj 
and of drainage systems should go I 
hand in hand, and the drainage dii-hes 
should be constructed at the same time 
that the irrigation canals arc buiL. 

The topography of the Lower V Hey 
is rather flat. The land range- ii rlc 

vation, above sett level, from 125 feet 
near Mission to about 25 fee. i ear 

Brownsville, the air line distance being 
*15 miles. The Lower Valley is of a t ue 

delata formation and the banks of the 
Kio Grande are higher than tin sur-j 
rounding land, so that the river does 
not act as a drainage channel; tin same 

is true of the old river channels oi re- 

Bacas, many of which are little more 

than disconnected depressions. 1 lie At 

royo Colorado furnishes tne pr •>ri1 

drainage outlet. 
The soils of the Lower Valley range 

from light sandy to heavy black soils. 
Some soils are porous, other- veiy tight 
There seems to be no true alkali in 

these soils, only neutral salts. 
The average annual rainfall of this 

•«. targa is about 26 inches, though the an- 

nual precipitation has been as high as 

60 inches, while during a single storm 
f» inches of rain has fallen. To the pres- 
ent tinid most of the irrigation systems 
consist of unlined earthen canals and 
laterals. As it is necessary to keep mile 
after mile of these canals filled with 
water, during most of the year, there is 

an enormous amount of seepage con- 

stantly passing from the higher to the 
lower lands. The total amount of water 

entering the soil through the watering 
of crops, seepage and natural rainfall 

.. -*ls large, and the drainage system 
must be designed to remove this wat- 

er before the land becomes water log- 
ged or before an excessive amount of 
salts has been aceumlated in the soil. 

Ditches Form Problem 
Drainage is accomplished by dredg- 

inpf the main ditches along the low ly- 
ing-land between ridges, other smaller 

l ditches bringing the excess water to 

L these outlets. The maintenance of these 
ditches is quite a problem; as the, 
ditches become overgrown with vegeta-1 
tion’’which 'retards the flow of water,! 

k holds the sediment and prevents the; 
ditch from fulfilling its purpose. Much 

damage is often wrought by the care- 

less manner in which many land owners 

discharge their excess water into ditch- 

es, causing caving of the hanks and 

the washing in of loose soils from the 
fields. 

It is difficult for the individual farm i 
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STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM—IN DECEMBER 

Valley folks have strawber- 

ries with their Christmas din- 

ner. Just before the big tur- 
-j. 

key is taken from the oven 

they step out into the patch 
and pick a few ripe berries 

w 

like the ones pictured above. 
This happens more especially 
up around Pharr, where the 
berries are grown. 

to depend entirely upon the open ditch 
lor drainage. The open ditch presents 
such a handicap to cultivation and is j 
expensive to maintin; and furthermore,; 
only accomplishes a part of the drain- 
age. Tile drainage offers the most ideal | 
manner of draining the irrigated farm j 
and wherever salt, in the soil, ,is evid- 1 

ent, becomes an absolute necessity to j 
the successful cultivation or raising 
of crops or orchard. 

Few drainage districts have been or- 

ganized in the upper Valley, though nat-j 
urally as the acreage of irrigated land | 
increases, it will become necessary to; 
supplinient the -natural drainage. 

Fine Drainage Districts 
At present there is one drainage dis- j trict in Hidalgo County and four in 

Cameron County. These drainage dis-| 
tricts have accomplished a great deal 
and many miles of ditches are furnish-' 
ing drainage for a large tenitorv. Gen- 
erally speaking, the best drainage could 
be secured by a comprehensive drain- 
age system that would cover the Low- 
er Valley. Individual drainage districts 
are in the main good, but often one nr 

several districts must secure outlets 
through other districts, st\h outlets' 
often requiring larger mains than j 
would be necessary for the smaller 
drainage area of some single district. 
The situation is one that calls for co- 

operative construction along plans that 
are comprehensive enough to include all 
of the lands within a given area, and 
not the lands only which are bounded 
bv the lines that comprise a given drain-j 
age district. D'ainage districts often 
find it necessary to construct ditches 
on locations that are not most advant-1 

ageous, in order to stay within their 
boundary lines. The same condition tip- j 
plies to tile drainage; it is often dif- 

ficult tor a land owner to tile drain; 
his land without securing an outlet 
across one or more adjoining farms, and : 

in a measu.e must drain the lands of 
otheis at h.s expense. Tile drainage 
systems covering several farms can of- 
ten be constructed much more advant- 
ageously and at a much lower per 
acre cost. 

Many individual land owners are 

beginning to appreciate the importance 
of tight line irrigaton system and to 
realize the benefits derived by the elim- 
ination of the earthen irrigation laterls j 
in the fields. Tight line systems elimin-1 
ate the excess seepage of water thereby j 
aiding the drainage situation. A number! 
of tracts of land have been tile drain-| 
ed, greatly benefiting the land, some of 
these systems near Brownsville and 
San Benito were installed several years 
ago and results have been very satis- 
factoiy. Some lands have been reclaim-I 
cd on which it was practically impos- 
sible to grow crops. 

El Jardin Progressive 
The land owners of the El Jardin 

Tract near Brownsville in Cameron 
County are especially progiessive and 
appreciative of the value of tile drain- 
age. These owners are not waiting until j 
the ninth hou‘, hut are taking time bv, 
the forelock, so to speak, and are in-, 
suring the productive value of their; 
lands by the installation of compre- j 
hensive tile drainage systems. 

In conclusion the drainage situation , 

if; there is approximately a half mil 
lion acres of the most f«• i tile lands in j 
the world comprising the Lower Rio | 
Grande Valley; at the present time j 
there a e about a dozen main pumping 
plants discharging an enoimous amount 
of tlu- waters of the Rio Grande into a, 

network of canals, extending through- ! 

out the Valley. Added to this amount is 
the natural rainfall, which averages 25 
inches annually. All of this water finds 
its way to the lands. A small amount 

evaporates, the excess must be removed 
by drainage, as the natural drainage 
is insufficient we must plan and cons- 

truct adequate drainage systems and 
then maintain them in order to secure 

a succession of bountiful crops. 

INDIANA MAN ‘SOLD’ 
BY YOUNG ORCHARD 

Harlingen, Dec, 20—Although he has 
been an enthusiastic booster for the i 

Valley for the last four years, J. C. Tib- 
nia of ha porte, Ind., was “sold" all over 

again this week when he gathered a 

laige quantity of fruit from trees 

which he said he planted on his farm j 
when he was in the Valley three years 

i 
ago next spring. j 

Mr. Tibma, who is making his annual 
visit here to .look over property inter- 
ests near Harlingen, is convinced that 
the Valley offers almost unlimited pos- 
sibilities in citrus fruit growing and 
within a short time he will have 40 
acres of his land set in orchards. Re- 

cently he joined the party which tour-, 
ed Florida made by the Valley Horticul- 
tural Society and a result of observa- 
tions made during the trip he is more 

deeply impressed with the Valley than 
every. J. H. Rowlader who owns an ad- 
joining farm in the Briggs and Cole- 
man tract has already gathered more 

than 1,000 boxes of fruit from his or- 

chard of four year old trees covering 
five acres. j 
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Agar & Gentry 
^■1 HSi®; 

Contractors and Engineers 

San Benito, Texas 
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Twelve years ago the Valley was a land 

of opportunity, and while this opportu- 
nity has been realized, in its realization, 
bigger and better opportunities have open- 

ed. The Valley is a land of opportunity. 
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RAPID GROWTH 
MADE TO MEET 

\ 
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(Continued from Page One) 
& M.. Mississippi college. (leorgiu Tech., 
University of Georgia, lllincins. Michi 
gan Wisconsin. Ohio State. Tulsa. Cal- 
ifornia, Ltiand Stanford. Boston Tech., 
Princtton and Columbia, (Tub directors 
are: M. P. Armstrong. J». E. p. Wil- 
liams. K. Thompson. T. L. Hughes 
an.l Ed. Rendnll. i 

A football team composed of ex-ccl- 
!ego stars !$ another unusual feature ol 
thi town. Until the end of the season 
had met seme of the strongest 'city 
teams of the state and were undefeat- 
ed. 

Rig Building Concern 
Tfrt* Texas Builders and Supply com- 

pany. a $50,000 corporation, has just 
been formed to take over the Weslaco 
Planning Mill, recently destroyed by 
fire, according to an announcement of 
Albert S. Wright. It is the plan of the 

I company to handle a complete stock of 
| builders supplies, including plunrb- 
i ing fixtures, hardware, electrical ap- 
pliances, mill work, roofing .sheet met- 
al paints, oils, store fixtures and cab- 
inet work. The firm will design, erect, 
and furnish materials for any type of 
building. A $17,000 fireproof building 
to house the enterprise is to be erect- 
ed at once. Incorporators of the firm 
are Harry L. Stebbins, T. E. Stone, J 
S. Phillips and nine others. 

More than 50 residences of all types 
have been built inside the city limits 
during the past year, all of them sub- 

j stantial buildings and many of them 

| fine homes. There are several homes 

j under construction now and tly> total 
| of building projects for the year is ev- 

| expeted to almost reach 100. 
This growth is not a boom, according 

| to Leslie Neal, secretary of the Cham- 
her of Commerce, but the town is mere- 

ly building to meet the demands of 
the surrounding territory for an ade- 
quate tiading center. Development of 
the land about Weslaco has been so 

rapid that the town had fallen behind 
and has just been catching up. “There 
is not a building nor a business in the ■ 

town that there was not a real need for ! 
long before it was supplied Mr. Neal j 
said. 

Weslaco has an adequate water works i 

system and plans are being made for 
a sewerage system to cover the town. 
A special election likely will be call- 
ed in the near future to vote bonds 
for this purpose. A survey of the town 

already has been made and estimates 
of the probable cost of such a system 
are being prepared. 

This and many other projects for the 
advancement of the toifrn are being 
backed by u live Chamber of Commerce 
of which E. C. Couch, banker, is presi- 
dent and Leslie Neal, secretary. 

Although the town is only 5 years 
old. a wonderfully efficient school sys- 

tem has been built up in that short 
time. The district has five modern build 
irgs which cost approximately $175,000 
to build and equip; and a faculty of 30 

teachers is employed. 
Fine School Buildings 

R. A. Deen is superintendent of the 
system; W. T. Barbee, principal of the 

high schools; It. H. Brandon; principal 
of Stephen F. Austin grammar school; 
Miss Bessie Emery, of the Ehouy 
Heights school; and Miss Olivia Hay- 
wood of the school for Mexican c-h.ld- 

ren. 

The enrollment of the entire system 
is 1050 this year, an increase of 300 
over the enrollment of 750 last year. 
New buildings have provided for this 
big enrollment but a like increase next 

year will require still more room. 

The high school building was erected 
and furnished in 1923 at a cost of 
$110,000 and is one of the most modren 
and completely equipped in the Valley 
containing a fine auditorium, neces- 

sary laboratories for teaching vocation- 
al subjects and study rooms, in addition 
to the regular class rooms. Ten teach- 
ers are employed in this school, all but 
three of them holding a degree from 
an accredited university. Vocational 
home economics and agriculture are 

taught and the school offers a com- 

plete course in Commercial art. The 
equipment for the last- named course 

is especially complete. 
The high school has 19 credits of af- 

filnation and is offering six additional 
units this year. 

A new grammar school erected at a 

cost of $25,000, is ju=t being complet- j 
ed. This building embodies all the lat- j 
est ideas for the itrodern school and 
will be first class in every way. 

Big Shipping Center 
Weslaco is one of the leading ship- 

ping centers of the Valley and there 
are 11 cash buyers of produce who 
maintain offices in t>he town, the Tex- 
as producers Union, and Richmond- 
Samuels Co., having located offices 
there this year. 

There were 1517 cars of vegetables | 
and fruit shipped from this station dur 
ing the season of 1923-24 according to j 

... 111 » * "■■■■■ ■ —V' ■■ .. 

S. W. Yarbrough, agent of the Gulf 
Coast lines. Almost 7,00(1 bales of cot- 
ton were shipped from the 1924 crop. 

Lands Fertile 
Two thousand acres of land were de- 

voted to the raising of truck in the dis- 
i triA last year, it is estimated, and this 
has been enlarged almost a third this 
year. It is estimated that there will be 
at least 2,500 cars of produce shipped 
from Weslaco during the present sea- 

son. The principal crops' are cabbage, 
beets, carrots and beans, but small ship 
meets of seveial other crops will be 
made in addition to the shipment of 
citrus fruit. 

Thirty-thousand ac*es of fine land 
are in cultivation in the Weslaco dis- 
trict, irrigation being furnshed by the 
American Rio Grande Land and Irriga- 
tion company system, on whose tract 
the town was established. 

Here, as in all other parts of the 
Valley, citrus fruit growing is coming 
to be the leading industry and white 
there are not many bearing orcharrfs 
in the immediate vicinity just now 
there are a number of young orchards 
and others are being planted at a rapid 
rate. 

Although Weslaco was started many 
years after* most of the Valley towns, 
it already has come to he one of tht 
lcadng industrial centers of this section 
and if it continues to grow at its present 
rate soon will distance many of its 
competitors in size, for it has the spir- 
it of youth and enthusiasm which will 
carry it far. 

Valley Must Be Seen 
To Be Appreciated 

* 

“The wonders of the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley must be seen to be ap- 
preciated,” says R. F. Stewart of Tiskil- 
wa, III., salesman of road machinery*, 
who has been here for the past several 
weeks on business. “I will not be able 
to tell all of the story of the Valley 
when I get back home for it is beyond 
belief,” he continued. 

Mr. Stewart has seen the fine or- 
chards fertile farms .beautiful homes 
and thriving towns from Mission to 
Brownsville and although he had heard 
many good things of this section before 
he came here, “it all has been amazing” 
he said. 

“I have traveled through 17 states in 
the past few months, but nowhere have 
I found such wonderful development, he 
concluded. 
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Coats and Dresses 
25 PER CENT REDUCTION 
Our entire stock of Fall and 
\\ inter Coats and Dresses— 

25 Per Cent Off 
Of original marked price 

Hosiery 
j | Ladies’ silk hose, pure thread 

silk in black, white and colors, 
pair.$1.95 
Men’s sox, all colors, prices 
ranging from.20c to $1.50 
l hildren’s sox, sport ribbed lisle, 
fancy cuffs, priced per pair 50c 

Bags 
Leather bags, underarm bags, 
in plain, fancy and tooled leath- 
er in gray, tan, black and brown, 
each .. /. $7.98, $5.98, $3.98, $2.98 

Handkerchiefs 
Ladies* linen handkerchiefs, em- 

broidered and Venice edges, each ! i 

$1.25, 95c, 75c, 50c and 25c 

Ladies' box handkerchiefs, em- 

broidered corners, three in box, 
$2.50, $2.00, $1.50 and $1.00 box 

% V* » 
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Scarfs 
Crepe de chine and knitted 
scarfs, solid colors and*stripes, 
priced each .. .$6.00, $4.98, $2.98 

Shoes 
t 

Every shoe in the house at a 

discount. Latest styles in pat- 
ents and satins— 

20 Per Cent Off 
i» V V 

the regular price j 
• 

• 

Jewelry 
Earrings, jeweled barrettes and combs, cuff links, bar pins, tie 

clasps, lingerie pins, baby pins, pencils, neck beads, pearls, van- i 

ity cases, ranging in price 29.75 nd as low as .... .25c I 

Mercedes - - - Texas 


