
LAWS TO HELP 
CITRUS FRUIT 

Four Measures to Come 
efore Next Session of 

Legislature; None are 

Now in Force 

BY HARRY L. SEXTON 
The coming session of the legislature 

will he asked to pass at lou^t four meas- 
ures pertaining to the citrus industry 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Citrus 
fruit pioduction in commercial quanti- 
ties is a comparatively new industry in 
this state, and there are no laws upon 
our statutes applying directly to the 
needs of the industry, and it is the in- 
tention of the growers of the Rio 
Grande Valley to see that this condition 
is rectified. 

Both California and Florida have sur- 

rounded the industry with legal safe- 
guards which have been important fac- 
tors in promoting the development of 
the industry in those states. The time 
is now ripe for legislative action, and 
the Texas legislature will this year be 
called upon to pass at least four laws 
directly affecting the industry and sur- 

rounding it with the safeguards that 
Florida and California possess. 

Under existing laws there is nothing 
to prevent Florida and California from 
shipping infected fruit into Texas. 
Both of the older citrus growing sec 

tions have apparently taken cognizance 
of the fact that the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley, and in fact most of Texas, will 
in a year or two use none but Valley- 
grown fruit, and the inferior grades 
they are shipping into the state signify 
that they are making no effort to hold 
this territory on their marketing list. 
Texas is now regarded as a "dumping 
ground" by the shippers of those states. 
Practically all of the fruit shipped in 
is of the poorer grades, much of-it be- 
ing rated as culls. The fruit is covered 
with all varieties of scale, presenting 
a menace to the industry in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley which demands legis- 
lative action. 

Production in the Valley is still too 

limited to permit the passage of a gen- 
eral measure designed to place the en- 

tire state within the limits of an em- 

bargo area, but it is obvious that at 

least the southern section should be 1 

protected. The law now contemplate! 
would give to the commissioner of ag 

ricultufre the option of applying the 
nuarantine to such sections of the 
state as may be considered necessary. 
This law, however, will be designed 
merely to give temporary protection. 
By the time the 1927 legislature convenes 

production in the Valley will be suf-' 
ficient to fill all demands of the state, 
and the quarantine could then lie made 
state-wide, the same as in Florida or 

(California. 
* gnu * Immature Fr*iit Shipments. 

Both California and Florida have laws 

prohibiting the shipment of immature 
fruit, fruit that does not come up to the 

sugar and acid content test, and the in- 

dustry in the Valley demands the pass- 
age of a similar law in Texas. The 
Florida legislature this year will be j 
called upon to pass a more stringent | 
law than the one now in effect, a law j 

m 
which will absolutely prevent the flood- 
lug of the markets with immature fruit 
that does not come up to certain speci- j 
fied standards. Up to last season the 
law had never been strictly enforced in j 
Florida, but when the shippers pounded | 
down the markets in 1923-24 by shipping 
hundreds of thousands of boxes of im- 
mature or low grade fruit the state 
authorities were aroused to the im- 
mense injury being done to the state's 
leading industry. This season the an- 

nouncement .was made that the law ! 

would strictly enforced, but some of 
the growers considered the announce- 

ment u "bluff," with the result that 
thousands of boxes of immature fruit 
ready for shipment were confiscated. 
Florida growers and shippers were j 
aroused as never before. The industry j 
had sustained a loss of millions of dol- 
lars as a result of the operations of the 
"sooners" the previous year, and they 
gave the state authorities their full co- 

operation in suppressing the practice. 
The result of their activities has been 

to give tht» Florida fruit added prestige I 
on the markets. Consumers know that 
the fruit they purchase must come up to ; 
a certain specified standard and that 

GRAPEFRUIT GROWS IN CLUSTERS 
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The above picture is of iust 
an ordinary Valley grapefruit 
cluster—the often have almost 
twice as many fruits in a 

bunch. This fruit is gaining 
a reputation as the most deli- 
cious grown ifi the world and 
is spreading the fame of the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley to 

all parts of the Unite ! Spates 
and into foreign countries. 
The fruit linens at a season 
which gives it an advantage 
over that grown in Florida* 
and California. Clusters such 
en require props under the 
as the one pictured above oc- 
trees to hold them off the 
ground. 
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Florida gi’owers and shippers are almost 
unanimous in demanding that the stand- 
ard he maintained. 

'Eariy Shipments From Valley 
Florida'grapefruit ripens from three 

to four weeks ahead of the Valley, but 
there are some Valley growers and ship-! 
pers who apparently nave the idea they I 
should beat Florida onto the market j 
regardless of the quality of the ftuit ■ 

they ship, and it is this proclivity on the \ 
part of a few that makes the passage) 
of a law similar to that of Florida im-’j 
pe’ative, if the industiy in the Valley 
is to he developed. 

This season some of the Valley grow- 
ers and shippers began to place their 1 
grapefruit on the market early in Oc- 
tober. Florida shippers had refused to 
handle fruit prior to October 10, but 
this did not deter some of the Valley 
growers. Hundreds of boxes of im- 
matu:e fruit were shipped out much of 
it artificially colored, and in less than 
two weeks the "soonefs” had .pounded 
the Houston market down from S'J per 
box to $3.50. For the first t me in the, 
history of the industry Valley grape-" 
fruit sold at a lower price on the Hous- 
ton market than Florida fruit. 

The aim of the bill to be presented at 
the coming session, which will be along 
the same lines as the more stringent 
law Florida will pass this year, is to 

prevent the shipment of immature fruit 
and the consequent demoralization of 
the markets. 

Valley grapefruit is far superior to 
that of either Floiida or California—a 
fact which is generally conceded by the 
growers of those states, and in order-! 
to maintain the Valley quality it may b* 
necessary to fix hiahe- standards than 
are provided in the Florida measure, and 
to impose st’i.t penalties upon growers 
or shippers who violate the law. The 

shipment of fruit which does not come 

up to the standard in sugar and acid 
( 

contents anft coloring tends to injure 
the industry 'by lowering the standard 
and demoralizing: thcjnaikets, and glow- 
ers and shippers who desire to see tbes 
industry developed upon a profitable 
basis are almost unanimous in demand- i 

ing that these t mdurds be fixed by 
law ami the law rigidly enforced. 

Marking <*f Tirades 
Another standard Pf grades in Texas,1 

injure the Valley industry and which 
can be remedied by legislation is the in- 
conect ma king of graSes. There is no 
established standard of grades in Texas, and distributors in the market centers 
ieport that many consignments have not 
ncen properly maiked. Rusted, scale- 
covered 01 thrip-scarred fruit has been 
shipped out as "brights," when in real- 
ty it should have gone as "seconds" or! 
"thirds.'• This practice has not been' 
genetal, but there have been sufficient 
shipments of this class to seriously 
menace the Valley’s markets. 

Certain standards must be fixed and 
•inhered to; and inspectors must be ap- 
appointed to see that those standards 
are maintained. In either California or 
Florida the incorrect -marking of fruit 
results in a heavy fine, and the Valley ne^ds a law which is equally sjringent. 
1 he output of every packing -plant 
should be inspected in order to protect 
th<- great mass of growers against those 
who either wilfully or through ignor- 
ance fail to turn out a pack which com- 
plies with the box markings. 

California's Stringent Law 
alifornia has practically eliminated; the s-eali- g of fruit by the passage of a j law which mases it a felony for any per- 1 

son to enter an orchard and take fruit! 
the>efrom. and Florida is also taking] 
Kps along this l.ne. No Californian j thinks of entering an orchard without 

obtaining the permission of the owner,! 
and tnis permission ;s seldom granted 
except for good cause. Primarily this 
law was designed to prevent the theft 
of fruit, but it has also acted to prevent 
to some extent the transmission of 
various infections. 

Valley growers this year lost heavily 
through the depredations of sneak j 
thieves who have entered orchards and I 
taken or destroyed large quar.tites of 
fiuit. Penalties imposed under present j 
laws foi trespassing are not sufficiently I 
Stringent to properly handle the situa- 
tion, and the passage of a law similar! 
to that in effect in California should 
1’iove a great boon to the growers. 

Compulsory Spraying 
At the last session of the Texas legis- I 

luture a compulsory spraying laiv, de-, 
signed to meet the Valley requirements, 
w is introduced by Representative Lewis 
of Cameron county, but was sidetracked j 
-——.—-- 

during the last days of the session. This 
half 'gave-, to the county commissioners’ 
courts the option of making the law ap- 
plicable jn theiy respective counties, 
thereby removing any possible objection 
whi«4i*.iw»ukfpnnse to a general measure. 
The- -fiitiere- of the b'll was greatly re- 
gretted by the Valley citrus interests 
and its tesubmission at the coming ses 

sion is being generally advocated. 
Under present conditions there is no 

way in which the spread of infection 
can be curbed. Growers who have spent 
time and money in spraying and clean- 
ing their groves are,menaced by the in 
rcction from some neighbor’s orchard 
which htls bgen ■ neglected. Every grow 
or of citriip’f'uit .realizes that his trees 
ire too valuable to permit this menace 

to exist, and it is evident that the only 
way a general eleun-up of valley groves 
can be effected is through the passage 
of measure .of this character.. 

Growers point out that the citrus 
industry in the Valley has entered its 
* oninu*rcial,;‘'pfiase, that many millions of 
dollars have been invested, and that 
those who are devoting their capital and 
erergy to the industry are 'entitled to 
nro’ection against the individual who is 
caiclesst-or who is merely raising a few 
itrus trees rs a novelty or for honv? 
cffstiion. They state that the com 

ncToial groves; practically r.ll of which 
are .kept clgan, trie menaced, and that it 
is tile duly" of the legislature to give 
them protection. The county option j 
feature of the mer-sure would make the \ 
law applicable only to the fruit g owir.gj sections, and there is no logical reason! 
why the other sections of the state 
houlci object to its passage. 

Support of Growers Sought. 
The,-. Valley Horticultural Society is 

faking the -lead in advocating legislation 
of interest to the citrus industry in the I 

Valley, but the efforts of all the grow- ; 
ers will be needed to secure the pas- ! 
cage of the bills upon which the future 
of the Valley’s greatest industry de 
pends. The indifference in :egard to 

the compulsory spraying manifested at 
the session, makes it obvious that the 1 

* I 
Valley cannot-expect to securp legisla- 
tion a'ong these lines unless it is well 

ngan zed and sufficient pressure is 
brought ’o’bear to make the legislators 
realize the necessity of giving protec- 
tion t-o* the state’s newest industry. If 

i the membership of the Valley Horti- 
cultural Society included .a majority of 
the growers,, that organization would be 
in position to make the fight, but it is 
still handicapped by reason of limited 

membership. However, ^this ha-ndicap 
can be overcome if the growers w-ill 
manifest their interest in the necessary 
legislation by either joining and baek- 

| ing up the organization a representative 
committee which will be. authorized to 

present the situation of the Valley | 
t growers to the legislative committees. 

INSTIGATE MURDERS 
Selecting at random 14ti American 

murders. >| tropolitan I.ifh Insurance* 
Company followed them up and found 
only one execution. In 22 eases, the as- 

sailants copiinitted suicide, tb.it of 140. 
there wen* only <19 indictments. Thirty- 
two oth* r cases were so-called "justifi- 
able homicides”—such as self-defense. 

Thiity-five were sentenced to do time 
in penit entiarli s. 

In a iliird of the cases, assailant- still 
are at large. The police rounded up 
two-thirds, a good record—far better 
than can he claimed for the judicial sys- 
i < in. 

FRENCH SILVER STOCKS 
Franc's stork of silver increased by 

more than 2.00<).<MlO kilograms (one j 
kilogram eipials 2.20-1 pounds* during 
tlie period 1010 to 1922. according to 

statistics recently received by the Hank- 
ers Trust Company from its French In-1 
formation Service. These figures show ! 
._I 

■ 

tlu total imports of raw silver in this 
peril <1 to have been o.fHi.S.tK10 kifograms 
and of silver coin .i.2S’i,0(HI kilograms, 
a tola! of 11,25.‘{.0OO kilograms, while 
exports of raw silver amounted to 1.- 
71 IMM! kilograms and of silver coin to 
7. -Kid,000 kilogram', making total ex- 

port' of 9.17N.()00 kilograms. 

'14 ACRES EQUAL TO 
BIG DAKOTA FARM 

“My prrfits are as great from 14 
acres in the Va’lev as they were from 
320 acres in South Dakota'" gays Peter j 
Bentsen, who mcved to Mission from I 

i 

Brookings, S. D with his family oi 

four sons early in the fall of 1918. “If 
a man will come here* and go to work,” 
he said, “he can have a crop ready fer 
market in four months. 

Mr. Bentsen and his sons, who are 
his paitriers, farmed about 1400 acres 
in summer crops this year and are 

farming 300 acres in winter crops. 
Duiing bis first 14 months in the 

Valley this man raised and sold $10,354 
worth cf produce on 23 acres and he 
says it cost him $2005. These crops con- 

sisted of com. sorghum, broom corn, 
cabbage, and onions. Mr. Bentsen was i 
successful although he had had no pre- 
vious experience in irrigation farming. 

“I hav; pioneered in three sections 
but this one has none of the hardships 
of the other two and is being elevelop- 
ed four times as fast as either of 
them,” he said. 

Rustproof steel tableware made in 
• I'rmany is proving popular. 

Cooking bags, bottles, grain sacks and 
horseshoes, are* some of the most re- 

cent uses for paper. 
Colors of every tone anil shade, num- 

bering 1400, compiled from productions 
of dys makers. ar< displayed in an index 
recently issued. 

SNAVELY ORCHARD 
ONE OF PRETTIEST 

'•>. •* "4 
s 
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L. R. Snavely, owner of the finest 

citrus orchards in the Valley, came here 

from Oklahoma in 1909. His orchard 

consists of ISO acres of fine trees of 

various ages located #near Harlingen. 
From one, stt of four year old, trees 

last season. Mr. Snavely gathered an 

average of five and three-quarters box- 
es of fruit, which sold for $3.65 per 
box. Including their second and third 
year crops, the return from these 
trees at the end of their fourth year 
was $31.24. This is saidf to be a world’s 
record. 

“It is not possible to compare farm- 
ing here with farming in Oklahoma,’* 
Mr. Snavely said. “The soil, climate, 
certainly and diversity of crops here 
are too far superior to anything Okla- 
homa has to offer to make a compari- 
son possible.” 

Mr. Snavely says he was an invalid 
when he came to the alley but that he 
i» entirely well now. 

EXCEPT IN THE MOVIES 
On the scree® a hus’ky at a lumber < 

camp mess table had just pinched the 
new waitress 'on the cheek, and she 
had retorted by breaking a plate over 
his head. 

“Why, mamma,”a child’s voice pene- 
trated the darkness of the theater. 
“That’s no way to act at the dinner 
table is it?"—iCcuntry Gentleman. 
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Brownsville Bakery 
1232 Elizabeth St. 

Makers of 

“REAL BREAD” 
Cakes of Ail Kinds, Pastries for all 

Occasions 

WEDDING AND FRUIT CAKES 
A SPECIALTY 

I • \ 
Place Your Orders With Us for Your 

Christmas Needs 
\ * > } t; f 
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All Kinds, Especially Lettuce and Cabbage 
j. 
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CitrusFruit Boxes 
i 

! t j 
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High Quality Prompt Shipments 

REPUBLIC BOX CO. 
* -m • ^ 

Incorported 
OF TEXAS I 

Houston Texas I 
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EVERY VALLEY FARMER 
I 

IS INTERESTED IN 
✓ 

"i . — 0 

Water Gates, Suction-Pipe, Tanks, 
Tin Roofing And Guttering 

'i* (' V — 

We invite you to give us an opportunity for convincing proof of our ability to 
/* 
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Deliver Both Quality and Price 
1 ON EVERYTHING WE PRODUCE IN OUR SHOP. 

< 

We have She equipment, seasoned experience and ability to make anything 
that can be made of sheet metal, and will figure on work 

ANYWHERE IN THE .VALLEY 

Dependability is our watch word. 
And Your Troubles Will Vanish When You Entrust Your Work to the 

RIO GRANDE SHEET METAL WORKS 
' 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 
1023 Monroe Street Phone 114 
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