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Army Engineers Requested 
to Make Survey of Valley 

■ ■ -- 

Inspection Trip to Texas Gulf Coast 
Ports May Be Made Latter Part of 

January or First of February 

(Copy of tetter from Board of Engineers') 
WAR DEPARTMENT 

The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors 
2713 Munitions Building, Washington, D. C. 

November 29. 1927 
Mr. Louis Cobolini, Chairman, 
Brazos Santiago Harbor Committee, 
Brownsville, Texas 
Dear Sir: 

In response to your request in letter dated the 22nd inst., the time 
for presenting data in reference to Brazos Island Harbor, Texas, is 
hereby extended to February 1, 1928. It can not be stated at this 
time whether the Board will be able to accede to your request to make 
la personal inspection of the looality. If you should be ready to pro- 
ceed with your case before the expiration of the extension now made, 
it is requested that you promptly advise me. 

, For the Board: 
Very truly yours, 

DAN I. SULTAN, (Signed) 
Major, Corps of Engineers, 
Resident Member of the Board 

(Clipping From Houston Chronicle) 

U. S. Engineers to 

Inspect Ship Channel 
Entire Army Board plans Visit Here Late in 

January; 32-Foot Depth is Proposed. 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 1.—Unless some unforeseen development oc- 

curs the entire membership of the board of army engineers will go to 
Houston late in January to inspect the Ship Channel in connection with 
the proposal to deepen it to 32 feet and widen it from 150 to 200 feet, 
it was said at the war department Saturday. 

A hearing on the matter was held here on December 14. and the 
board at a meeting Thursday decided to postpone action on the mat- 
ter until an inspection could be made. 

Those expected to go to Houston are Brig. Gen. Herbert Deakyne, 
Col. Spencer Cosby, Mai. Dan I. Sultan. Col. Frank C. Boggs, Lieut. 
Col. R. C. Moore. Maj. Charles R.Tettis and Maj. Ernest Graves, mem- 

bers of the board and the executive secretary.—Houston Chronicle. 
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"(Copy of Western Union Telegram to Board of Engineers) 
Brownsville, Texas, January 3. 1928 

The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, 
2713 Munitions Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

We notice by press dispatches that the entire membership of your 
board will go to Houston late in January to inspect ship channel there. 
We now desire to renew request and invitation heretofore extended 
and to earnestly ask that you come to Brownsville and Point Isabel 
from Houston to make personal inspection of this immediate section 
and the Brazos Island Harbor. We most earnestly ask that you do this 
jand will appreciate your advising us you will accede to our request. 

Louis Cobolini 
James Bowie 
A. J. McColl 
Harry Seay, 
W. R. Montgomery 
Gordon Griffin 
R. B. Creager 

Brazos Island Harbor Committee 

\ 

r * TCopy of Western Union Telegram to Mr. Ja’dwin) * 

Brownsville, Texas, January 3. 1928 
Major General Edgar Jadwin, 
Chief of U. S. Army Engineers, 
Washington, D. C. 

J Noticing from press dispatches that Board of Army Engineers for 
Rivers and Harbors is planning trip to Houston, Texas, -latter part of 
Januaiy we have today telegraphed the Board an earnest request that 
they visit this immediate section and the Brazos Island Harbor com- 

ing here from Houston. We regard it as the highest degree important 
that the Board come here and we will deeply appreciate your good of- 
fices to this end. 

Corns Cobolini 
James Bowie 
A. J. McColl 
Harry Seay, 
W. R. Montgomery 
Gordon Griffin 

Subjects: Further Improvement of 
Brazos Island Harbor, Texas 
Brownsville, Texas, Nov. 22, 1927 

To the Honorable the Board of 
Engineers for Rivers nnd Harbors, 

Munitions Building, 
Washington, D. C. 
Gentlemen: 

On September 29, 1927, J. L’. 
Schley, Lieutenant Colonel, Corps of 
Engineers, U. S. A., District Engineer 
at Galveston, Texas, filed his unfavor- 
able report on the further improve- . 

ment of Brazos Island Harbor, Texas. 
On October 14, 1927, there was 

held in Mercedes, Hidalgo County, 
Texas, a meeting of representatives of 
the Chambers of Commerce of the en- 

tire Lower Rio Grande Valley of Tex- 
as, the delegates there gathered repre- 
senting more than 150,000 citizens of 
this immediate section. At this meet- 

ing, it was determined by resolution 
unanimously adopted that an appeal 
should be taken to your Honorable 
Body from the unfavorable report of 
Colonel Schley. A committee of sev- 

en citizens was appointed to repre- 
sent the entire Lower Rio Grande Val- 
ley in connection with this harbor pro- 
ject. the committee so appointed con- 

sisting of: L. Cobolini, Brownsville; 
W. R. Montgomery, Edinburg; Gor- 
don Griffin, McAllen: Tames Bowie, 
San Benito; Harry L. Seay, Mercedes; 
R. B. Creager, Brownsville; and A. J. 
McColl, Point Isabel. L. Cobolini 

(Ed*tor?a! from The Brownsville Herald, 
Oct. 31, 1927) 

Navigation District Necessary 
That the Valley's vision of a thirty-foct harbor at 

Foint Isabel cannot be materialized without the organ- 
ization of a navigation district is now generally con- 

ceded by Valley residents. For almost twenty years 
leaders in the deep water movement have tried other 
avenues to secure a port. As a result of their effort* 
the 16-foot channel is now nearing completion, and will 
doubtless prove of great value to the Valley, but the 
real goal—a thirty-foot channel—will r.ot be achieved 
until a navigation district is organized and functioning. 

There is a growing belief among farmers, business 
men and developers that further extensive develop- 
ment of the Valley s natural resources is virtually im- 
possible without lower freight rates which a deep 
water port at Point Isabel would assure. The Valley i« 
fully cognizant of the fact that along the Atlantic 
seaboard are immense markets for Valley production, 
markets which could consume all the fruit and vege- 
ables the million and more fertile acres of the Valley 
could produce. There Is but one way to gain access to 
those markets upon a basis that would assure profits 

• to the Valley growers and that is through water trans- 

portation and the low rates water-borne freights 
would assure. 

California citrus fruit la now practically dominat- 
ing the eastern markets, due to the fact that water 

competition has reduced the rate to the point where 
fruit from California can be delivered in New York 
at 50 cents per box less than the Valley fruit grower 
is forced to pay. That 50 cents per box represents the 
grower’s profit, a profit which would assure prosperi- 
ty for every citrus fruit grower in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. The Valley now has approximately 
5,000,000 citrus fruit trees, all of which will come into 
bearing within four years. Valley citrue fruit ship- 
ments will in a few years rival those of either Cali- 
fornia or Florida. Millions of dollars ha\w been in- 
vested in these orchards, and if they ere to return the 
maximum profits to the growers, profits which will 
assure the prosperity of the industry, rates must be 
secured which wyll at least give the Valley fruit the 
opportunity to compete with that of California and 
Florida in the big markets of the East. 

The truck grower, the cotton grower are Interested as 

much in the development of a deep water port at Point 
Isabel as the fruit grower. There is hardly a com- 

modity produced in the I-ower Rio Grande Valley that 
w-ould not benefit through the establishment of water 

transportation, and the benefits that would acerua ta 
the Valley as a whole are almost incalculable. 

Millions of dollars are being expended in the con- 

struction of highways; additional millions are going 
into new business structure, hones, schools and 
churches. Why should not the Valley put a few thous- 
ands into a deep water port, a project that would as- 

sure big returns upon the investments already mad* 
and would virtually assure maximum development of 
the entire lower border area? 

The deep water port at Point Isabel !s the most 
important proposition before the people of the Valley 
today. There is but one way to solve the various 

problems connected with the project, and that is by 
the organization of a navigation district. The Valley 
this year will lose millions of dollars by not having 
the deep water port available to handle its production, 
and every possible effort should be made tu ‘organize 
pnd complete th«’port without unnecessary delay. 
-.---: 

Brief fSedb, the Valle, Port Committee with the Board of 
Army Engineers. 

jeoth ol 30 ieet , Completion of the 
Will mean the solution of ’ a , 

^ development opening of the world’s markets to Valley P 

^ Read These FactSj^rt^FMt Channel an4 
was, by unanimous action of the sev- 

en members of the committee, elected 
Chairman thereof. 

We now beg to respectfully pre- 
sent our formal appeal from the ad- 
verse report of Colonel Schley, and to 

briefly herewith present the reasons 

why we believe your Board should re- 

commend a project for the creation of 
a thirtv-foot harbor at Brazos Santia- 
go (Point Isabel), Texas. We ask 
that immediate bearing upon this ap- 
peal, be not bad, but that the inter- 
ested parties be given additional time 
within which to amend this appeal, 
procure and submit additional data 
and information; and that following 
the filing of such amended appeal 
with additional data, a time conven- 

ient to your Board be fixed when oral 
arguments may be presented by the 
undersigned and representatives of 
the interested parties. 

We earnestly ask that before the 
oral argument the entire membership 
of your Board visit the proposed har- 
bor and the Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
all expenses incident to such visit to 
be borne by the interested parties here. 

A complete history of the Brazos 
Island Harbor project to January 21st, 
1919, is contained in the letter from 
the Secretary of War, transmitting, 
with a letter from the Chief of Engi- 
neers. report on preliminary examina- 
tion and survey of harbor at Brazos 
Island, Texas. This letter was pub- 
lished as “House of Representative’s 
Public Document Xo. 1710. 165th Con- 
gress, 3rd Session.” 

It is historically interesting to note 
that for almost fifty years the ques- 
tion as to the development of this har- 
bor has been a live one: that favorable 
reports on different projects for its 
development have at various times, 
been made during this period; that 
several of these projects have been ad- 
opted: in the aggregate large amounts 
of Government money expended 
without any of the projects being car- 

ried to completion. . 

The first of these projects was ad- 
opted in 1881. This contemplated the 
construction of jetties. Work contin- 
ued from the early part of 1882 to the 
fall of 1884. when, because of lack of 
funds the project was abandoned. 

In 1905, a channel 70-feet wide and 
10-feet, deep was excavated from the 
pass to the railroad wharf at Point 
Isabel. 

At various other times, the govern- 
ment has spent money on this project. 
Xo project lias been carried to com- 

pletion. 
Point Isabel Harbor, such as it 

now is. is connected with the Citv of 
Brownsville and other points in the; 
Lower Rio Grande g alley bjr a £tand* 

ard guage railway making connection ,1 
with the Missouri Pacific anti South- 
ern Pacific Railways. A concrete 

highway is now under process of con- 

struction to Point Isabel. This high- I 
way branches, one branch connection 
at Barreda near San Benito, in Cam- 
eron County, with the main public 
highway traversing the Valley, and 
the other running into the City of 
Brownsville. This entire highway has 
been graded and all structures built* 
Contracts for the laving of the con- 

crete on more than seventeen miles of 
this highway have already been let and 
the work is now actually' under yvay\ *1 
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Public document Xo. 1710, herein- 
before referred to includes a report on 

this Brazos Island Harbor project, 
made by the then District Engineer, 
Colonel C. S. Richc. This report cofi>~ 
tains much valuable information and 
data with reference to this project. 
The folloyving is quoted from this re- 

port of Colonel C. S. Riche which, 
bear in mind, yvas yvritten with refer- 
ence to conditions as they existed 
twelve years ago: 

“As before stated, the physical con- 

ditions have not changed since the re- 

port of Major G. T. Hoyvell in 1910, j but the commercial conditions in the j 
Valiev have materially advanced* 

# 

Ma jor Hoyvell states that annual sav- 

ing in freight rates on inbound freight 
from Eastern points of $165,000 00, as 
then shoyvn, yvas underestimated. In 
addition to this, it yvas estimated that 
a saving of $25,000.00 on outbound 
cotton raised in the Valley for that 
year would accrue if shipments were 
made by yvatcr from Brazos Santiago, j 
At that time the total tonnage of the 
St. Louis. Brownsville & Mexico Rail- 
road was 300,000 tons. Since the rc- 

* 

port of 1910 this tonnage as shown by 
the report of the Railroad Commissioa 
has risen to 777,881 tons, or over dou- 
ble that of 1910, yvhile in 1913 it rose 
to 621.224 tons, the decrease this year 1 
,f *eing probably due to war conditions. 
As the principal gain has been in com- 
modities that would be affected by 
water transportation, it is estimated 
that the saving in freight rates wit! 
amount to about $427,000.00 per year 
on inbound freight alone at present. 
T his gain in tonnage has been practic- 
ally 100,000 tons per year and this av- 

erage increase is expected to continue 
for some time to come. If so. by 1916, 
there yvould be a saving of over $500,- 
000.00 per annum in freight rates for 
the people of the Rio Grande Valiev." - 

w 

Colonel Riche** report concludes, 
ias follows: 

“I convinced that the improve- 
ment bv the Government of the har- 
bor at Brazos Island is uuw justified, 
first, because the development of ill 


