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CONGRESSMAN John L. Garner 
believes something should be done 

a in the matter of expirin'anting on 

types of dates that migJ*i.tio well in 
the Lower Rio Gran*Valiey. 

So he hat asked thg si^-committee 
of the house agricultural committee j 
to insert a request fete 110.000 with 

which to carry on c4rfun i vestiga- 
tions. V4» I 

rt.,‘ He would have mkJ government 
start investigations fwMes0potamia, 
and other sections jjL*ifce Near East 
where dates are p Awd. 

Believes a typeJbB't be found 
that woiridd^iv^BBithe clunate 

This is justai^^B^e^^^Tohelp 
establish a new j^Kprofitable crop 
for the Valley. 

W. D. GOOGE, Jbaaet specialist of 
the United States 1A.rtment of Ag- 
riculture, in ch the market 
bureau in Bro has issued a 
bulletin. * 

• 4 
It deals with 4ups *nd downs 

of the cabbage pg,r5§tt—its produc- 
tion and distrib^-Joi. 

Shows, among^^t^er things, that 
nearly every oqg*y»f the forty-eight 
states, also intq 1 .the “forty-ninth 
state,” which iayhs St. Louis Globe- 
Democrat’s partrfc|lar bailiwick. 

GENTRY DUGAT, pinch-hitting 
A for Otto Vinke on the Harlingen 

Star, has discovered a story book 
hero in the Valley. 

He ia C. K. Clark, a railroad con- 
struction engineer, the man who 
built the Southern Pacific into the 
Valley for the W. J. Harris Con- 
struction company. 

But like most heroes, Clark denies 
the allegation. 

But Dugat insists that Clark was 

largely the inspiration for one of 
the characters in Harold Bell 
Wright’s “The Winning of Barbara 
Worth.” 

Not to be outdone, Dugat writes 
to Wright himself, ar.d Wright ad- 
mits that Clarke was largely the 
inspiration for “Willard Holmes,” 

(M»tbe young engineer. 
Clark did some things in Southern 

California, in the Imperial Valley 
district, that challenged Wright’s ad- 
miration. 

NOT SO MANY voters in the 
*»• Brownsville commissioners’ precinct 

seem to be so vlry much interested 
in the road controversy. 

At least, that is the construction 
some of the boys in The Herald of- 
fice place on the fact that there 
were comparatively few votes in The 
Herald’s unofficial ballot. 

Somo may have not wished to 
place themselves on record in the 
matter. 

Others may not have given it much 
thought. Anyhow, what expressions 
of opinion were had, give ample 
opportunity for thought on the mat- 
ter. 

• • • 

SCORE ONE for Mercedes. 
The Mercedes Tribune announces 

that building permits in that town 
a for the month of Januarv totalled 
^ $106,000. 

The Tribune says that is the larg- 
est total for the Valley. 

It’s a good start for the year, 
and sets the pace for otner towns in 
the Valley. 

The Valley should find itself the 
possessor of some ten millions of 
dollars in new buildings oy the end 
of 1928. 

• • » 

KENNETH ROBERTS, writing in 
the Saturday Evening Post on the 
subject of Mexican immigration and 
the work of the border patrol, speaks 
of “great distances” in Texas. 

As an example, Mr. Roberts says 
one may start early in the morning 
at Brownsville, speed up and hit 
Laredo for lunch, and have dinner 
at Del Rio. 

Perhaps Mr. Roberts drives a bitj 
faster than the border patrol men do. 

However, it is possible to make j 
the trip, at least for the Laredo 
lunch. 

The distance from Brownsville to 
Laredo is 216 miles. Roads good 
all the way, except for eighteen 
miles in Zapata county. 

Some of these days there will be i 

a paved highway all the way 
through. 

• • • 
HAVE YOU ever read a history of 

the Lower Rio Grande Valley? 
If you are curious about some of 

Its early history, you may now 

satisfy it. 
Judge T. F. Harwood of Gonzales, 

president of the Texas Historical 
association, has written interestingly 
of the Valley for the benefit of the 
Valley Federation of Women’s clubs. 

The Herald, beginning Sunday, will 
B prir.t the Harwood work complete, in 
B daily installments, until the entire 

work has been reproduced. 
It’s interesting. Don't miss read- 

THE BROWNSVILLE Chamber of 
Commerce has received requests 
from as many different points over 

the country for more than four hun- 
dred Valley grapefruit. 

Each applicant sent a dime for a 

i copy of the fruit. 
Comes as a result of a little talk 

over Station IWWG of Browns- 

■H ville. in which the chamber promised 
| to scad a fruit to each person ask- 

■ ' iug for it. 
But the chamber officials say 

El they didn’t anticipate the swamping 

|h they got 

ORGANIZE REED CLUB 
DALLAS. Tex., Feb. 4.—(JPi—A 

W; Reed for President club was organ- 
ised here today to boost tne candi- 

BA iacy of Senator James E. Reed of 
Missouri. Roger Lewis was nsmed I 
ygatidaat. 1- 

FLYERS GIVEN 
WELCOME I 

NEW ORLEANS 

fl ‘Flying Am- 
iors of France’ 
lete Hop From 

NEW' ORLEANS, Feb. 4.—UP)— 
Dieudonne Costes and Joseph LeBrix, 
“Flying ambassadors" of France, 

►completed another leg of their 
journey from Paris to New York 
when they landed at Alvin Callender 
field here this afternoon after a non- 
stop flight from Mexico City. 

They took off from Mexico City 
at 7:10 a. m., and landed here at 
5:16 p. m., completing the 1,100 mile 
hop in 10 hours and six minutes. It 
was the first non-stop flight be- 
tween the two cities. 

Several hundred persons, most of 
them from New Orleans’ French 
quarter, were at the field to greet 
the intrepid airmen who have blazed 

(Continued on page two) 

Escaped Convict 
Faces Charge In 

Double Shooting 
i .» 

TEXANS AID 
CONVENTION 

East and West Texas 
Aid Financing 

Houston Meet 
HOUSTON, Tex., Feb. 4.—East 

Texas and West Texas apparently 
i have become friendly rivals in the 
| matter of contributions to the demo- 
1 cratic national convention fund. 

Homer C. Wade, manager of the 
W est Texas Chamber of Commerce, 
said in a letter to R. S. Sterling, 
chairman of the Houston finance 
committee Saturday that “I can as- 
sure you that \\ est Texas is anxious 
to show her loyalty in providing for 
the convention. If you will make 
suggestions as to what we can do in 

I this regard it will be our pleasure 
I to respond,” 
I W’. N. Blanton of the East Texas 

Chamber of Commerce, wrote Col. 
i Ike Ashbum, manager of the Hous- 
j ion chamber, in a facetious tone do 
I daring that East Texas would “ccn- 
tribute more to Houston’s conven- 

| tion than Houston has contributed 
i to the East Texas Chamber of Com- 
merce.” 

Thus far. East Texas is ahead of 
the western section in subscriptions, 
apparently because of its closer prox- 
unity. While Mr. Sterling is making 
no aggressive solicitation of funds 

j outside the city—only inviting coun- 

j ty judges and chambers of commerce 
to circulate subscription lists for 
the convenience of those who wish 
to contribute—seem to be starting a 

campaign on their own volition. 
State Senator T. J. Holbrook of 

C.aheston, who joined in the effort 
at W’ashsineton last month to land 
the convention for Houston, wrote 
the committee chairman: 

“We know that it was a big under- 
taking and believed that every citi- 
zen of Texas would want to' share 
the bu-dens as well as get the bene- 
fits arising from it.” 

New Press Club 
Is Dedicated By 

Pres. Cooiidge 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 4.—OP)—The 

impos.ng new building of the Na- 
tion Press club was dedicated by 
President Cooiidge tonight with an 
address in which he urged American 
newspapers to cooperate with their 
government in international affairs. 

Consummating what he began less 
than a year ago, when he laid the 
cornerstone of the building, the 
president let his dedication speech 
serve to lay down the principle that 
the actual conduct of international 
relations is charged by law to the 
government itself. 

“Whenever any of the press of the 
country undertakes to exert their in-I 
fluence in behalf of foreign inter-1 
ests,” he said, “the candor of the 
situation would be greatly in- 
creased if their foreign connections 
were publicly disclosed. All public 
business should be publicly con- 
ducted.” * 

The president was introduced by 
J. Fred Essary of the Baltimore Sun. 
as president of the club and was fol- 
lowed by the only other speaker of 
the evening, Frank B. Noyes, presi- 
dent of The Associated Press. 

In addition to the large crowd of 
Press club members and their 
friends which crowded the club’s 
auditorium. Mr. Cooiidge was heard 
by a huge, ur.seen, radio audience. 
All of the program was broadcast 
over a hookup of 30 radio atationa. 

^ ■ I— ——I .1 ■IIWI 1.1 ■—■■■■II. —.—1wmm^^^—-- 

Mexico May Seize Hearst Land 
-——— «• --—----------- 
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Huphes Sn 7 p o r t of 
Maurtua Report Re- 
ceives Criticism of 
Many Delegates 

HAVANA. Feb. 4. —<jp>— Cuba * 
ambassador to Washington, Dr. Or- 
estes Ferrara, in an eleventh hour 
attack tonight on critics of Maurtua 
report on fundamental principles of 
international law and the definition 
of rights of states, defended the 
right of intervention. He flayed 
critics of United States policies who 
had maintained a continuous bar- 
rage of oratory today condemning 
any intervention by one state in the 
affairs of another. 

A series of international princi- 
ples proclaimed by the United States 
as forming the basis of its policy m 
the western hemisphere were critic.2* 
ed, attacked and denounced at the 
Pan-American conference today by 
the delegates of a half score coun- 
tries. 

The attack which has been brew, 
ing ever since a report on the fun- 
damental rights and duties of na- 
tions. prepared by Dr. Victor Maur- 
tua of Peru, was published Thursday, 
broke with stunning Suddenness to- 
day as soon as Charles £fets Hughes, 
head of the Americ an y delegation, 
had finished a speech Hfring the 
Maurtua report theVdd^ aod uncon- 
ditional support of lire- American 
government. v% * 

Following each othertgtiiftoue delay 
in short speeches remarkable for lack 
of oratorical flourishes, speaker after 
speaker arose to pour a greater or 
lesser measure of censure on tha 
Maurtua proposal. 

Gustavo Guerrero of Salvador, 
chairman f the committee on puohc 

I international law, where the dis- 
cussion took place, abandoned the 
chairmanship so as to be able to par- 
ticipate in the debate. Sounding the 
keynote of the remainder of the de- 
bate he was on his feet hardly be- 
fore Mr. Hughes was through speak- 
ing and delivered a speech in which 
he finally proposed that tha recom- 
mendations of the jurists confer- 
ence at Rio Janeiro be substituted 
for the Maurtua proposal. 

The jurists report unconditionally 
condemns the intervention of one 
state in the internal affairs of an- 
other while the Maurtua report ex- 
pounds the principle that the ir.de- 
peder.ee of countries is corelated 
duty not to “interfere with or vio- 
late the rights of other states.’’ 

In presenting his report Dr. Maur- 
tua asserted that the principles in- 
cluded in its contained the funda- 
mental rights of ail states which are 
above treaties since they do not let 
in the power of states to contract 
away. He declared that this “is «n 
age of interdependence and sohdari'y 
among nations.” 

Independence is not an absolute 
right, but is limited by the dutiea 
of international cooperation,” he 
said. 

“In the American continent es- 
pecially, he continued, “interna- 
tional cooperation has a special phy- 
siognomy It is more intense than 
m the rest of the world. It is based, however, cn internal sovereignty and the external independence of na- 
tions.” 

Those countries which are most 
jealous of their independence, tie 
added, should be keenest for inter- 
national cooperation, solidarity and 
respect for law. 

Plan Fight On 
Pink M Worm 

A1 ^TIN, Tex., Feb. 4.^—^-Gov- 
ernor Dan Moody had not responded 
late Saturday to Agricultural Com- 
missioner George B. Terrell’s re- 
quest that appointments to the state 
pink boll worm commission be com- 
pleted immediately so the commis- 
sion can get on the job in It d!ind, Martin and Ector counties, where % 
worm outbreak is threatening the 
southern cotton crop. 

1 Commissioner Terrell left word at 
the governor’s office that throe more 
boil worm commismonsrs w ill \« 
needed in the section affected, em- 
bracing ports of four judicial dis- 
tricts, and one more in the : tate it 
large. 

Permit Prisoner 
To Attend Funeral 

BELTOIC, Tex., Feb. 4.— ■!*—After his attorneys had filed a motion for 
a new trial. O. G. Hathcock, found 
guilty of manslaughter for the 

o:. Rob*rt Garner ot Jan. 25, .J-2, today left for ilaskeli, Tex 
where under special guard, he will 
attend the funeral o* his r* other, * 

who d.ad Thursday while his trial 
was In progress. 

Hathcock had been sentenced to 
two years in the penitentiary on 
the taianslaughter charge. In two 
preceding trials, he «a« sentenced to 
25 and 10 years, but the case was 
reversed by apneals court. 

Garner wot alleged to have died of 
pneumonia after having been cut in 
an affray with Hathcock. 

WEATHER 

East Texas: Sunday cloudy, local 
sbowers in east portion; Monday 
partly cloudy. Light to fresh east- 
erly to southerly winds on the coast. 

West Tkxas; Sunday and Monday 
partly cloudy* 

I 4 

Public Invited 
To Health Train 

Do you wish to know the 
proper way to protect your 
home against disease carrying 
pests; how the sanitary sys- 
tems should be arranged; the 
proper method to handle milk 
both .a the dairy and the home? 

If jou do, you will be inter- 
ested in the Health Special 
train which arrived over the 
Missoiri Pacific Saturday night 
and wll have its exhibit and 
lecturt cars open fiom 10 a. m. 
to 4 p ». Sunday. 

The special is in charge of 
experts who have made an ex- 

hausts study of health prob- 
lems it the South, and every 
problem in which Valley people 
are interested will be touched 
upon by the experts. 

The sfcte board of health and 
the Misiouri Pacific Lines are 
coopcratng in this work, and 
.hev extend an invitation to ai. 
residents of the city and ad- 
jacent territory to visit the 
train Sutday. 

■ 
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HOUSTON. Tex., Feb. 4.—(JP)—An 
escaped cnv.ct and his pal were ar- 

rested hes Saturday in connection 
with the .looting of R. Richardson, 
52, and h wife, Grace, SO, in a 
small hob here Friday. They are 

being que ;oned also in connection 
with half i dozen recent holdups 
here and » Galveston. 

One of he arrested men escaped from the Blakely prison farm Dec. 
27 after t-ving about a year of a 
burglary entence imposed in San 
Antonio, d.cers said. 

Mrs. Rkardson is near death 
in hospit here from a bullet 
wound ju| below the heart. The 
shot was red by one or two men 
who were Seating a disturbance at 
the hotel r.d while Richardson, a 
guest, uat endeavoYing to eject 
them. Rkardson whs grappled with the glmen. is recovering from 
a bullet wxnd in his right leg and 
injuries infcted by a billy. 

Gunmn Buried 
In Ewnsviiie 

SaB Ceremony 
GuadalupaGarcia, notorious bor- 

der gunmaa-onfessed murderer of 
Constable Js ‘•Slim” Billings at La 
Feria more an a year ago, was 
buried in thold city cemetery here 
Friday afteion. 

\o pomp «ceremony marked the 
last rites fcr.he long hunted killer, who died Fr;y morning as he had 
lived, fightu the law to his last 
breath. Haas shot to death dur- 
ing a gun hie with Roy Harrell, border patronspector, who seemed 
destined by e to have a hand in 
Garcia’s desi. It was Harrell who 
arrested him, the Hillings murder 
count, and w was largely responsi- j ble for wrin.g a confession from 
him. 

A mere h|ful of morbid curio- ■ 

sity seekers lowed the body to the 
grave here, was brought from La 
reria, near t scene of the killing by Duncan SVright. chief deputy shenf., m a ambulance of the Garza undertng establishment. 

Rhodedand 
Coernor Dies 

WOONSOCtk B. I., Feb. 4.-(JP, 
-G^verTn,0r A J’ Pothier of Rhode Island d at his home here i 
tonight. He iS stricken with a shock last ni| and failey to rally.! Gov Pothictas the first man of French-Canadi birth to become the chief exeive of one of the 
*t*tes- Elect*seven times to the 
office, he ser continuously from 
1909 to 1915 a from 1925 until kS 
death. 

Russan Who Claims To Have Saved The Life 
Of Princess Seeks The Aid Of Governor Moodv 

AUSTIN. T. Feb. 4.—^—De- 
pictinghimsas a savior of tke 
dead Czar’s ughter, victim of 
revolution an«nfaltering loyalty 
to the last R»n dynasty, a man 
calling himseiNicholas Trotzky 
and claiming ship with the de- 
posed Leon itzsky of soviet 
fame, unfoldetstrange romantic 
story and a elusion to Governor 
Moody Saturdi 

Caught by c« here on "hot 
check” charge Wichita Falls 
and for othereged peculations 
in Shreveport. *nd Ponca City. 
Okla., “Trotzslwho first called 
himself Dr. Biikan. in Moodv’s 
words "practis convinced" the 
executive that^story was true. 

Officers saifcceable portions 
■ 

of the Russian’s explanation were 
verified. 

Trotzsky, or Lukan, had been al 
lowed use of the city hospital clinic 
here for several days before his ar- 
rest. The officials believe that he 
is skilled in medicine, because he 
performed seven surgical opera- 
tions within about 10 days. 

He admitted, Moody said, that he 
gave checks in excess of his bal- 
ance at Wichita Falls but declared 
he violated no law in Shreveport. 

The prisoner told the governor 
that he was a Cossack, attached 
for medical service in the im- 
perial Russian army. 

He claimed to have been forced 
to pronounce the Cxar Nicholas 
and members of his family dead. 

after they had been shot down by 
a firing squad. 

“Trotzsky said he witnessed the 
executions and held an instrument 
“to the breast of the last Czar as 
his life ebbed away.” 

Picking up his story after the 
execution, the Russian decltred 
he found the youngest daughter of 
the emperor only slightly wound- 
ed: that he crept from the barracks 
to her during the night while her 
slain relatives lay neglected in a 
pool of blood, killed the guard, 
fitted his uniform on the princess 
after cutting her hair, stole a 
horse and traveled by right to 
reach neutral territory and fin*Ly 
was separated from her in Liver- 
pool. Eng., having heard the last 

of her, he said, when she reputedly 
was in Australia. 

“Trotzsky,” still possessing a 

Cossack uniform, came to Moody in 
an effort to obtain aid in the event 
federal authorities seek to deport 
his for violation of immigration 
laws. 

No extradition papers have come 
for him, but a federal complaint 
claims he stole an automobile in 
Pcnca City, and the charge in 
Shreveport is embezzlement. Chief 
of Police J. N. Littlepage said. 

Maody was touched by the ac- 
count. He said it “rolled back the 
years” and reminded him of ex- 
periences as district attorney. 

* 
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CLAM OWNER 
HAS IGNORED 
THE LANDIki 

Company Property Sit- 
uated in Zone Barred 
To Foreign Owner- 
ship Farm Land 

MEXICO CITY, Feb. 4.—UP)— 
Property owned by the Compania 
Bavicora of which William Ran- 
dolph Hearst is understood to be 
principal stockholder, is threatened 
with confiscation under the Mexican 
land laws. 

Julio Trens, well known Mexican 
journalist, has filed an informa- 
tion with the government charging that the Bavicora Development com- 
pany has failed to comply with the 
land laws and regulations requiring 
a report to be filed with the for- 
eign office mentioning the per cent- 
age of stock owned by foreigners. The penalty for failure to file such 
a report is forfeiture of the proper- 
ty- 

It i® •Htged that the company, situated in Chihuahua, is included in the sone along the border barred to 
foreign ownership of agricultural 
property and that Hearst owns a 
majority of stock in the company. It is not believed here, however, that the government will take dras- 
tic action as the secretary of agri- culture recently declared that the 
government did not intend to confis- 
cate the Hearst properties in Mexico 
as a retaliation for the campaign of 
his publications against the govern- 
ment. 

Cotton Acreage To Be 
Discussed at Jack- 

son, Miss. 
AUSTIN, Tex., Feb. 4.—(JP)—Gov- 

ernors of eleven southern states 
have signified intention of attend- 
ing or being represented at a con- 
ference at Jackson, Miss., probably Feb. 20, at which plans for cotton 
acreage reduction and a campaign against alleged malinformation pre- dicting an acreage increase would be 
considered. 

Gov. Dan Moody of Texas, who re- 
cently suggested the meeting and has been the recipient of many mes- i 
sa^es from southern state officials 
ana business organizations congrat- ! 

ulnting him on the move, announced 
today promises of representation 
have been received from officials 
of the following states: Virginia, 
Missouri, Mississippi, Georgia, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas, Tennessee, Louis- 
iana. Alabama and North Carolina 

Governors of Oklahoma, Missouri 
ar.d Virginia said they would be un- 
able to attend the meeting but 
would send proxies and vuuld co- 
operate in all possible ways. Gov- 
ernor Moody sa:d he would appoint fifteen delegates from Texas next 
week. 11 

Company Refuses 
To Take Textbooks 

AUSTIN, Tex.. Feb. 4.—Frank ! 
h. Adrian of the American Book ] 
company, Saturday refused to accept | j the return of 3.500 surplus geography j 
text books proffered by State Surer-' i 
ir.tendent S. M. N. Marrs, after Mr. J 
Adrian, whose company holds the : 

geography contract with the state, ] 
had criticised Mr. Maria for con- i 
tinuing book orders in tne face of < 
a reported sufficient supply. c 

Mr. Marrs said the surplus de- a 
veloped after requisitions of son.e t 
schools had been filled and books t 
sent back from others. He offered 
to return the books and “save mon- j 
ey, even if the American company's t 
geography, bid at lower prices for r 

readoption, is contracted for again s 
at next week’s meeting oi the text- c 
book commission and the same e 

books required. f 

STUDENTS, PROFESSORS IMPRISONED BY MEXICANS 
■—. — — i—Lj—i_i—... ~ —| —!_,— — — -,_- |-Biri_i~i_. ~i_|—1|_,—.Li—li—I,— |—■—r—■—nr—ir 

Mexican Catholic students and p-ofcsrors nhotorraphed in jail in Mexico City, where they were ar- 
rested when the government closed religious colleges. 

—-- ■ .. .....— -. ■ 

FIGHT TAX OF 
REWD5STRICT 

Restraining Order Se- 
cured Against Ar- 

royo Project 
A temporary restraining order was 

granted Friday by Judge A. M. Kent 
of the civil district court restrain- 
ing the commissioners of the Arroyo 
Navigation District, the commis- 
sioners court of Cameron county, 
the tax collector and other county 
officials from attempting to collect 
a tax levied upon the lands of J. K. 
Wells within the boundaries of the 
navigation district. 

Application for the injunction was 
filed by J. K. Wells Friday and 
the hearing on making the injunc- 
tion permanent was set for Febru- 
ary 20. 

The lands affected are part of 
what is known as the original par- 
tition of Share No. 22 of the Espiri- 
tu Santo grant lying adjacent to the 
Arroyo Colorado in the northern 
part of Cameron county, comprising 
2800 acres. None of the lands have 
been developed. 

The injunction also prevents the 
navigation district from expending 
any sum from the recent sale of 
bonds of the navigation district, the 
bonds having been sold to the state 
educational deparment. It also pre- 
vents the district from reporting 
such taxes delinquent, assessing 
penalty and interest, or from ex- 
pending any sums collected as taxes 
upon other lands situated within 
the boundaries of the district. 

The plaintiff alleged that the 
commissioners court of Cameron 
county exceeded its constitutional 
right in connection with the crea- 
tion of a navigation district in- 
cluding part of Willacy county. The 
petition also alleges that the notices 
*f election were posted and not pub- lished, as required by the general 
statutes, and that various other de- 
:eci.s exist in the organization of 
he district. 

SECOND ACTION STARTED 
<Special to The Herald) 

HARLINGEN, Feb. 4—Petition for 
in injunction restraining the board 
if d.rectors of the Arroyo Colorado 
Navigation district from spending 
my of the district’s money until 
ederal aid is secured has been 
ilcd in district civil court at 
Irownsville. 

The petition was filed by J. B. 
lebey and others, property owners 
n this district, and seeks a court 
irder restraining J. B. Chambers, 
ha.man of the board of directors, nd other members of the district | oard from spending the funds u.i- 
il federal aid is received. 

The district was organized last 
ear, and voted and sold bonds in 
he sum of $500,000 for the improve- 
ment of the Arroyo Colorado as a 
hip channel, to be a continuation 
f the intrtcoastal canal in the 
vent the canal is extended down 
rom Corpus Christi. I 

Skin Writing Fails 
To Settle Question 
Of Hickman’s Sanity 

HALL OF JUSTICE, LOS ANGE- 
LES, Feb. 4.—(^t—An expert's at- 

tempt today to literally write on the 
skin of William Edward Hickman 
proof of the sanity of the confessed 
killer of Marian Parker, provided 
the prisoner's defense with the claim 
that by this test, at least, his in- 
sanity, had been established. 

Dr. Paul E. Bowers, state alienist, 
stated on the witness stand that 
“dermatographia” or skin-writing, 
yould show whether Hickman’s skin 
was in the condition which would 

i necessarily be present if his mind 
was affected as claimed by the de- 
fense. 

Standing in the middle of the 
courtroom, Hickman, evidently em- 

! barrassed, was stripped to the waist 
and the experiment tried. On the 
prisoner's back and chest, Dr. 
Bowers drew with his thumb nail 

! the letter “H”. 
If the skin condition of insanity 

were present, said the doctor, it 
would remain after three minutes, 
if not they would disappear. 

Watches were produced, three 
minutes were ticked off and the de- 
fense contended that the letters 
were visible at the end of the 180 
second. The doctor himself admit- 
ted there was present a slight indi- 
cation of a diffused skin-writing 
condition but asserted that the dif- 

1 fused condition was not proof of 
a diseased condition. 

Prior to the dramatic skin writ- 
ing experiment, Dr. Bowers had re- 

; peated in court a statement which 
1 lie said was William Edward Hick- 
man's own denial of the “divine 
guidance” insanity plea set up by 
the defense in the sanity trial of 
the confessed killer of Marian Par- 
ker. 

Heavy Rains In 
Imperial Valley 

LOS ANGELES. Feb. 4.—<JP)— 
WindstoM&s and heavy rains, both 
welcome and unwelcome, including a 

mild “twister" with an apparent 
grudge i a;list real estate offices, 
private garages and chicken coops, 
visited Southern California today. 

Imperial Valley where lettuce and 
green crops are in the marketing 

* rn oa !y damaged by mois- 
ture a heavy rain which began this 
aft* ‘noon, spread alarm through the 
section. Growers had declared that 
any rr.s Me r. in at this time 
would spell tremendous loss to 
crops. 

FIND BODY OF WOMAN 
DEL RIO, Tex., Feb. 4.—i/Pi—An 

unidentified woman was found dead 
today three miles west of Comstock. 
She apparently had been dead several 
days, and there was a bullet hole 
in the right cheek. | 

REWARDS FOR 
BANDITS HELD 

Three Claimants Ap- 
pear in Cisco Ban- 

dit Slaying 
FORT WORTH. Tex Feb. 4.—fJP) 

—Rewards totalling $15,000 for dead 
Texas bank bandits remain unpaid. 

Whether these will ever be paid 
is problematical, for before the Texas 
bankers will pay the rewards for 
dead bank robbers they must first 
be furnished conclusive evidence that 
the payee held the gun and fired the 
shot that ended the career of the 
robber. The unpaid rewards are 
held up because of disputes and un- 

proven evidence that the claimants 
actually ended the lives of the ban- 
dits in question according to '.V. M. 
Massie, president of the Texas Bank- 

j ers’ association. 
It is this factor that may cause 

the withdrawal of the bankers re- 
ward in the future, and not any pub- 
lic sentiment against the “sordid 
head price”, Texas bankers point 
out. 

The three unpaid rewards ore for 
alleged bank bandits, one killed at 
Cisco in the raid on the First Na- 
tional bank of Cisco and for two 
slain in the attempted robbery of 
the State bank of Rankin. 

In the Cisco bandit killing there 
are three claimants to the reward, 
the widows of Chief of Police G. E. 
Bedford and Police Officer G. W. 
Carmichael and Mrs. B. P. Blassing- 
hame, the widows claim that their 
husbands fired the fatal shots while 
Mrs. Blassinghame claims a part c>f 
the reward because of the fact mat 
she escaped from the bank while 
it was being robbed and warned ’he 
police. 

The Rankin reward is being con- 
tested by several, all of whom cla.m 
they fired the fatal shots. < 

Massie said that the Texas Bank- 
ers’ association was ready to pay the 
rewards on the day, of the killings, 
Hut his organization, to protect it- 
self against lawsuits must be sure 
to whom the rewards are due. 

Hold Conference 
On Control Plan 

WASHINGTON. Feb. 4.— ()P> —I 
President Coolidge held a two hour 
conference late today with three of 
his cabinet members to determine 
what could be done to aid the prog- | 
ress of the administration’s $236,000,• 
000 Mississippi river flood control 
plan in congress. 

The cabinet members were Secre- 
taries Mellon, Hoover, who was the 
president's personal representative in 
the flood district, and Davis cf the 
war department, and they were join- 
ed at the White House by Major 
General Edgar Jadwin, chief of army 
engineers and author of the plan. A 
general discussion of flood legisla- 
tion was said to have taken place 
but it was announced at the White 
House that no conclusions had oeen 
reached. 

Sue Bondsmen on 

Shortage of Clerk 
TEXARKANA, Ark., Feb. 4.—(JP,— 

Suit was filed today against the 
bondsmen of W. W. Shaw, city clerk, 
asking recovery of $640, an alleged 
shortage, which an audit of the 
clerk’s accounts was said to have re- 
vealed. Today’s petition alleged j 
proper account had not b«wo madq. j 


