
When the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley Became American Soil 

B> HARRY L. SEXTON 
<L«*t of a series of four articles 

dealing with the operations of Gen- 
•ral Taylor's army in Brownsville 
»nd vicinity in 1846). 

Battle of Reaaca De La Talma 
The decisive victory of the Amer- 

■can arms at Palo Alto on May 8. 
gave the army renewed confidence. 
They never doubted that Arista 
would not permit them to gain the 
B|o Grande and relieve Fort Brown 
without hazarding another major en- 

gagement. While the losses sus- 
tained by the. Mexican troops under 
the deadly fire of the American ar- 

tillery at Palo Alto had been heavy, 
there was no evidence that the 
morale of the divisions had been 
broken. Arista and Ampudia sti‘l 
had approximately 5.000 effectives; 
Arista could choose his own posi- 
tion, and the position chosen, the 
Resaca de la Palm, possessed great 
natural strength. 

The battle of Palo Alto had been 
fought for the most part on the open 
prairie, where the American artil- 
lery wag most effective. Arista 
chose for his second stand the dense 
chaparral, a position protected front 
and flank by dense brush and the 
resaea water holes. 

When General Taylor received the 
report of Captain McCall that the 
enemy was deployed in full force 
along the Resaca de la Palma, cov- 

ering the road from both sides and 
well protected by the brush, water 
and the banks of the resaca. he real- 

■Fted that the task of dislodging the 
anemy would be difficult. 

Fortunately several American of- 
ficers were familiar with the trails 
and waterholes. having hunted along 
the resaca while the army was en- 

camped before Matamoros. This 
knowledge proved highly useful in 

the battle. 
Ariata’a Troops Well Protected 

Arista posted part of his troops 
on the north side of the resaca, 
where they were protected by the 
resaca bank, heavy brush and some 

hastily constructed rifle pits. A 
battery was placed on the north 
hank at the point where the road 
curved to cross between the resaca 

waterholess. This point is east of 
the present bridge of the Paredes 
Line highway, less than two mites 
directly north of Brownsville. The 
main body was lined along the south 
hank of the resaca. with Torrejon't 
cavalry guarding the roads to the 
rear and acting as reserves. 

The Mexican headquarters were 

established at a point near the pres- 
ent Pardees Line highway and with- 
in 200 yards of the bank of the re- 

saca. Ambuscades were posted at 
various points along the road and 
through the chaparral, the position 
being one which General Arista 
deemed impregnable. 

Traces of the old road which fol- 
lowed the general trend of the resaca 

from a point near the Media Luna 
farm, through the Putegnat farm to 
the resara crossing cast of the pres- 
ent Paredes Line highway were 

plainly evident up to twenty years 
ago, and can still occasionally be 
found. The bronze grapeshot served 
to the Mexican artillery and the 
conical musket balls and iron grape- 
shot used by the American forces 
can still be found on the old battle- 
field, their position showing that the 

4Letch maps of battlefield, made ny 
he Mexican and American engi- 

neers. were substantially correct, 
and that there has been little or no 

change, in the Resaca de la Palma 
since that historic day. 

Taj lor Orders Advance 
General Taylor ordered the in-op* 

to deploy when several hundred 
yards from the position selected by 
Arista. Captain McCall took his 
company of scouts and started 
through the theik brush on the left 
of a big bend in the resaca. In a 

of a big bend in theh resvea. In a 

few minutes MeCall'ss men were en- 

gaged. Captain C. F. Smith’s com- 

pany was deployed as skirmishers 
with orders to make their wav to 
the left flank of the enemy position 
if possible, and in a few minutes 
they were engaged with the Mericvn 
akirmishres on the right sid • of the 
road. The third infantry was de- 

ployed to the right of the road and 
the fifth on the left, the fourth in- 
fantry'- swith May a dragoons in the 

renter, being deployed on each 

of the road to support the advance. 
Lieutenant R»d*‘*>- »'ho had *uc- 

ceeded to the command of Major 
Ringgold, wounded at Palo Alto, was 

ordered to advance with his battery 
along the road. Scouts and skir- 
mishers had previously located Aris- 
ta's masked battery at the p »int 
where the road curved to cross the 
resaca. 

The American artillery moved 
with its usual celerity. Ridgely re- 

ceived his command to advance 
about I o'clock and a few minutes 
later the heavy detonations of the 
American cannon joined the crack- 
ling rifle fire of tne skirmishers. 

1 he Mexicans had advanced two 

pieces of artillery about 100 yards 
up the road from their original po- 
sition. Coming down the road at a 

gallop, Kidgley’s artillerymen swung 
their pieces into positoin almost in 

the smoke of the enemy guns, and 
at the first discharge drove several 
of Arista's gunners from their 
pieces. Serving their guns with 
great rapidity the American artil- 
lerymen swept the road to the front 
and the cheparal on each side with 
grapeshot. 

Fighting in the Chaparral 
In the thick brush and under 

heavy fire it was impossible to form 
lines or maintain the usual organi- 
zation. The artillery could not be 
used with such effectiveness as at 
Palo Alto. According to the gallant 
Captain May the battle order was: 
"Find the enemy and give him hell," 
and this was the order the American 
troops proceeded to execute. 

Smith's skirmishers, pushed to the 
right to make contact with the ene- 

my's left flank and Captain Rarbour 
with a company of the third infantry, 
crossed the resaca at a point near the 
western part of the Putegnat farm, 
several hundred yards west of the 
present Paredes Line highway. Their 
progress was announced by the crac- 
kle of rifle fire, the third infantry 
endeavoring to follow the sounds of 
the skirmishing. 

On the left McCall's skirmishers 
were pushing through the tangle of 
brush to strike at the Mexican right 
flank, and in the center Ridgley’s ar- 
tillerymen were spraying the road 
and brush with grapeshot. The fourth 
and fifth infantry and McCall's com- 
pany were soon hotly engaged on the 
left. The enemy fought with great 
bravery, charging repeatedly wim 
thp bayonet, but were slowly pressed 
back. 

On the right Captain Barbour of 
the third infantry struck the Mexican 
left flank on the south hank of the 
resaca. and slowly rolled it backward. 
The charge of this company was so 

impetous that the Tanipica Guards 
Costa, and the Mexican fourth infan- 
try. placed on the extreme left, 
thought they were attacked by the 
main American army. Captain Har- 
bour’s men carried their charge along 
the south hank of the resaca througn 
to the main road almost to the rear 
of where the Mexican batteries had 
been stationed, capturing scores of 
prisoners, who believed themselves 
surrounded by the American army. 
The charge carried them to the head- 
quarters tent of General Arista, who 
fled, and Captain Barbour's men were 
found near the headquarters ramp of 
the enemy when the rest of the Amer- 

j ican force finally pushed over the 
i resaca. 

The Rattle in the (.'enter 
While the troops of Captain Har- 

bour were driving in the enemy’s 
left flank, and the fourth and fifth 
infantry were concentrating upon the 
right flank and center, Ridgely’s ar- 
tillery on the road in the center of 

; the American line was blasting the 
wav for the final charge. Ridgcly 
advanced his guns as rapidly as pos- 
sible. In one of his most daring ad- 
vances. when only one gun was un- 
limbered, the enemy lancers rhargea 
down the road. A load of cannister 
on top of the shell scattered them 
at a moment when it appeared that 
rapture of the battery was inev- 
itable. 

At this juncture Captain May of the 
dragoons asked permission of Gen- 
eral Taylor to charge tlie battery on 
the south bank of the resaca. “Charge 
it, captain,” was the order. Across 
the ravine the gallant squadron 
rhnrged. reinforced by Captain Gra- 
ham’s squadron, and were met by a 

hail of musket balls and grapeshot. 
In a moment they were sabering the 
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Mexican funner*, and the comman- 

der of the Mexican artillery, CapUfn 
Dolores Ramirez, refusing to surren- 
der, died gallantly over his guns. 
General Diaz dc la Vega, third in 
command, was among the prisoners 
captured by the dragoons. 

Duncan’s artillery, which had been 
assisting the fourth and fifth infan- 

try and Smith's command were or- 
dered to support the artillery. The 
enemy was in retreat, the organiza- 
tions disintegrating as they sought 
safety on the south bank of the Rio 
Grande. 

The American troops charged for- 
ward to the Mexican headquarters 
camp, where they found Captain Bar- 
bour and his little hand who had 
turned the enemy left flank and, 
without support had advanced to me 
center of the enemy position. Be- 
yond the headquarters, about 500 

yards south of the resaca, the Amer- 
icans captured the Mexican supply 
train, carrier mule* and the stores of 

supplies and munitions of the entire 
army. 

Between the Arista headquarters 
and the supply train the ground was 

littered with horses and Mexican 
cavalrymen killed by Barbour's com- 

pany when they successfully resisted 
the last desperate charge whirh was 

led by General Ampudia. 
Fort Brown Relieved 

General Arista endeavored to or- 

ganize his forces for a stand between 
the resaca and the Rio Grande, but 

every formation melted away before 
the impetuous charges of the Ameri- 
can dragoons. Tw-o miles from the 
Rio Grande the Mexican retreat be- 
came a rout. Mexican historians as- 

sert over a hundred troopers drown- 

ed in attempting to erota tha river, 
the Anaquitas lerry being the scene 

of indescribable confusion. General 
Arista crossed further upstream, and 
General Canales succeeded in cross- 

ing his troops without severe loss. 
No effort was made by General 

Taylor to pursue the fleeing army. 
The American forces marched direct 
to Fort Brown, and were greeted witn 
a salvo from every gun in the fort, 
the fire, however, being directed upon 
the Matamoros fortifications. Cap- 

| uin W. S. Henry, commenting upon 
the condition of the fort and the be- 
sieged garrison says: “I would rather 
have fought twenty battles than have 
passed through the bombardment of 

i Fort Brown. 
The American troops captured from 

the enemy 8 pieces of artillery, 2,000 
muskets. 200 mules. 150.000 rounds of 
musket ammunition, and all supplies. 
General Arista’s private papers ana 

baggage fell into the hands of the 
Americans. The American casualties 
were 33 killed and 89 wounded. When 
General Arista assembled his army 

j in Matamoros on May 10, over 2.000 
1 
men were reported killed, wounded, 
captured or missing. 

A number of prisoners were taken 
by the Americans, including General 
Diaz de la Vega, one colonel, one 

lieutenant-colonel, four captains and 
five privates. Three captains and 
four lieutenants were buried on the 
field. Lieut. Z. Inge of the 2nd 
dragoons and Lieut. R. E. Cochrane 
of the 4th infantry were among the 
American dead and 12 American of- 
ficers were listed among the 80 
wounded. 

Arista Over Confident 
Mexican historians assert that 

General Arista was confident the 
Americans would not attack before 
the morning of May 10. He ordered 
the supply train unlorded and the 
artillery mules unhitched. When the 
firing started in the chaparral he 
stated it was merely a skirmish be- 
tween outposts. When the main at- 
tack of the Americans was develop- 
ing at 4:30 o’clock. Arista retired to 
hi* tent, saying there would prob- 

ably be some skirmishing and placed 
General Diaz de la Vega in charge 
of the action. 

* Not until Barbour's 

heroic company had started to driva 

in the left flank of the Mexican 
force did Arista realize that his 
troops faced a serious defeat. 

The battle was virtually over be- 

fore he realized what was occurring 
As he emerged from his tent Bar- 

bour's company was not more than 

200 yards away and advancing. Be- 

lieving the entire American force 
was charging from that direction he 
started to retreat, abandoning his 
tent and ail his papers. 

It was at this moment that May’s 
and Granam’s dragoons drove home 
their charge on the Mexican artil- 
lery, and the retreat cf Arista's 
forces became genera!. He endea- 
vored to stem the tide of defeat by 
ordering a halt. Ampudia was order- 
ed to charge Barbour's company, but 
was forced to withdraw before the 
galling fire of the American rifle- 
men. 

Referring to the feat of Captain 
Barbour's company and May’s and 
Graham's dragoons. Mexican officers 
reported that: ‘'General Taylor con- 

tinued his principal attack upon our 
left flank, which was the weakest 
part of the line, ordering also by 
the right road a charge of cavalry 
upon the batteries there situated. 
The action soon became general. The 
enemy’s artillery decimated our 
ranks. Their dragoons rode up to our 

pieces, which they captured. The dis- 
appointed Captain I). Dolores Ram- 
ires, who commanded one of the 
batteries, would not surrender. He 
lefused with heroic enthusiasm bis 
life, which the Americans offered 
him, and gallantly died over his 
cannon. Among those who were tak- 
en prisoners were General Diaz de 
la Vega.” 

Taylor Congratulate* Army 
The following order was issued by 

General Taylor on May II. congratu- 

F 

lating tha army upon tha decisive 
victory at Resaca de la Palma: 

ORDER NO. 69 
“The commanding general con- 

gratulates the army under his com- 
mand upon the signal suceess which 

[ has crowned its recent operations 
against the enemy. The coelness and 
readiness of the troops daring the 
action of the 8th. and the brilliant 
impetuosity with which the enemy’a 
position and artillery were carried 
on the 9th, have displayed the heat 
qualities of the American soldier. To 
every officer and soldier of hia com- 
mand, the general publicly returns 
his thanks for the noble manner In 
which they have sustained the honor 
and service of the country. 

“While the mein body of the army 
has been actively employed, the gar- 
rison left opposite Matamoros has 
rendered no less distinguished ser- 
vice by sustaining a severe cannon- 
ade and bombardment for six suc- 
cessive days. 

“The army and country, while just- 
ly rejoicing in the triumph of our 
arms, will deplore the loss of many 
brave officers and men. who fell 
gallantly in the hour of combat. 

“By order of Brigadier General 
Taylor. 

"W .W. S. Bliss, assistant adju- 
tant general.” 

Major Ringgold, wounded at Palo 
Alto, died at Point Isabel May 11. 
On May 12 the enemy wounded were 
transferred to Matamoros. General 
Arista marched south from Mata- 
moros May 17. leaving his wounded, 
and on May 18. the Americans took 
possession of the city. 

Doctor Found What is Best 
for Thin, Constipated People r — 

As a family doctor at Monti cello, 
Illinois, the whole human body, not 
any small part of it, was Dr. Cald- 
well's practice. More than half his 
“calls'' were on women, children and 
babies. They are the ones most of- 
ten sick. But their illnesses were 

usually of a minor nature—colds, 
fevers, headaches, biliousness—and 
all of them required first a thorough 
evacuation. They were constipated. 

la the course ol his 47 years’ prac- 
tice (be was graduated from Rush 
Medical College back in 1875), he 
found a good deal of success in such 
cases with a prescription of his own 

containing simple laxative herbs 
with pepsin. In 1992 be decided to 
use this formula in the manufacture 
of a medicine to be known as Dr. 
Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin, and in that 
year his prescription was first placed 
on the market. 

The preparation immediately had 
as great a success in the drug stores 
as it previously had in his private 
practice. Now, the third genera- 
tion is using it. Mothers are giving 
it to their children who were given 
it bv their mothers. Kvery second 
of the working day someone some- 
where ia going into a drug store to 
buy it. Millions of bottles of Dr. 
Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin are being 
used a year. 

Its great suecess is hased on merit, 
on repeated buying, on one satisfied 
nser telling another. There are thou- 
sands of homes in this country that 
are never without a bottle of Dr. 
Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin, and we 
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have gotten many hundred* of let* 
tera from grateful people telling ua 
that it helped them when everything 
flue failed. 

Every drug store aella Dr. Cald- 
well’* Syrup Pepsin. Keep a bottlo 
in your home,—where many lira 
someone is sore to need it quickly. 

We would he glad to have too 
prove at our expense how much l)r. 
Caldwell’* Syrup Pepsin can mean 
to yon and your*. Just writ* 
“Syrup Pepsin,” Montieello, Tllinoia, 
and we will send tou prepaid % 
FREE SAMPLE BOTTLE. 
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