
OLD TIMER IS 
GOINGSTRONG 

Cooper Captains Mar- 
mon Race Team Af- 

ter Many Years 
Sports fans of America like to 

look back on days gone by to com- 

pare the heroes of yesterday with 
the present holders of titles and 
crowns. According to many old 
timers, Tunney would be a setup for 
“Ruby Robs" Fitzsimmons; Hans 
Wagner and Larry Lajoie would re- 

legate today’s diamond stars to the 
dugout. America's heroes die hard 
and fqats of the present rarely dim 
achievements of the past. 

Moreover, the enthusiam of the 
v throng is doubled when the favori- 

• tea of yesterday continue to break 
into the headlines with a seemingly 
endless repetition of their feats. 
Ty Cobb and Jack Dempsey shine 
as outstanding examples, both of 
them old, as age is judged in sports, 
yet each still holding a generous 
portion of public affection. 

To a list of former heroes of 
sportdom who continue to appear on 
the horizon, creating comment and 
speculation in their activities, must 
he added the name of Earl Cooper, 
whose slight form has rested in the 
pilot's seat of racing cars for two 
decades and whose once abundant 

- hair has dissapeared under the 
tight massage of racing helmets. 

Twice in his tumultous career, 
Cooper has retired from the track 
and twice he has come back, heed- 
ing in part the pleas of his admir- 
ers and the lure of the game, but 
making his final decision because, 
through his constant association 
with automotive experts, he knew 
that the speedway has come to be 
regarded as the real labratory of the 
automobile industry. 

Cooper is now captain of the 
Marmon racing team which will 
guide the destinies of two Marmon 
48 Specials entered in the forth- 
coming 500-mile “drive to nowhere” 
at the Indianapolis speedway May 
SO. He is working side by side with 
Col. Howard Marmon, world famous 
automoblie engineer, in the develop- 
ment of the renowned wartime 
Liberty motor. 

Strange as it may seem, the very 
workshop in Marmon plant unit No. 
1 where the first Marmon racing 
cars were built seventeen years ago 
is again the acene of the research, 
experiment and development in con- 
nection with thia year's race. Coo- 
per and Marmon—the one the dri- 
ver. the other the engineer—are now 

working and planning, side by side, 
at the Marmon factory. From early 
in the morning until late at night 
the lights glow in their little work- 
shop, screened from the eyes of the 
curious, while they keep at it as 

the racing crew assembles and tears 
down the cars laboring tirelessly so 

that each detail will be exactly cor- 
rect. 

The assistance of a pair of hands 
as cunning and a mind as keen as 
their own is given them by Reeves 
Dutton, a racing mechanic whose 
ability is summed up by Cooper, la- 
conically as “the best." He is the 
one who assembles the tiny parts of 
the motors, regarding the tightening 
of each nut as a rite and looking 
upon careless work as nothing less 
than sacrilege. 

Towering over the slighter builds 
of his fellow workers is Pete Kreis. 
who has been selected as one of the 
drivers of the Marmon 68 specials. 
Although one of the vounger drivers. 
Kreis is well versed in the science 
of racing and has proved himself an 

apt pupil at the hard school of ex- 

perience in the game that makes 
young men old and keeps old men 
young. 

After long experience in the un- 
stable seat of a motorcycle racer. 

Johnny Seymour has brought his 
mechanical skill to the Marmon fac- 
tory and is working with Msrmon, 
Cooper, Kreis, and Dutton on the 
Marmon 68 specials. 

From now until May 30 this quin- 
tet will work tirelessly supervising 
the preparations for another advent 
into the racing spotlight. An engi- 
neer, a skilled mechanic, a young 
driver noted for his heavy foot and 
a dare-devil motorcycle racer, these 
five bring all their *algnt and skill 
together, while the sporting world 
waits, giving silent encouragement 
to their efforts. 

BRITISH SAILORS FEWER 
LONDON, —The British navy 

has 93,799 men and 8,515 officers to- 
day compared with 128.607 men and 
9,489 offices in 1911, the admiralty 
says. 

PRINCE’S NEW FOIBLE 
LONDON—London’s big news for 

a whole day was the appearance of 
the Prince of Wales in turned-down 
trousers with morning coat. 

Business Man 
Time is money in busi- 
ness and I make sure 

my car is always ready 
for service by using 
Champion Spark Plugs. 

Champion is the betterspark plug 
because it has an exclusive silli* 

manite insulator spe- 
cially treated to with- 

stand the much higher 
temperatures of the 

modern high*cotnpre»* 
sion engine. Also a new 
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CHAMPION 
Spar/CPlugs 

Dependable for Every Engine 

U- 1 ■ 

68,463 MILES AS SURVEY CAR «T* 

John Graham of the Chicago Motor club and his Nash survey car which has been driven fiS.463 miles 
in the past year and a half. Although roads of all descriptions have been encountered by Mr. Graham 
in his task of laying out roads for automobile tourists the Nash owner reports his machine as still 
running smoothly. •• 

GRANT FAVORS 
USED CAR PLAN 

Resale Big Item With 
Car Buying Chev- 

rolet Man Says 
DETROIT. Mich., May—An entire- 

ly new slant on the used car, ele- 
vating it to its right place in the 

industry, was taken here by R. H. 
Grant, vice president in charge of 
sales of the Chevrolet Motor com- 

pany, in an interview just prior to 
sailing for a month’s trip to Europe. 

As evidence of the growing im- 
portance of the used car, Mr. Grant 
pointed out that during the first 
quarter of 1928, when the Chevrolet 
dealer organization was moving 250,- 
000 new cars, it also was delivering 
at retail more than 200,000 used 
cars. 

This was made possible by the 
changing attitude toward the used 
car on the part of both the auto- 
mobile dealer and the public, Mr. 
Grant said. 

“Where the automobile dealer for- 
merly paid little attention to the 
used car." Mr. Grant declared, “the 
proportion of used car to new car 
sales has mounted so high that 
used cars are now an important part 
of his business. Today, practically 
all the direct dealers in the Chev- 
rolet organization have Ducoing 
equipment with which they refinish 
used cars in a manner similar to 
the factory. Cars are gone over 
from head light to tail lamp by 
skilled mechanics trained in approv- 
ed factory methods. The recondi- 
tioned cars bear an ‘O. K. tag' show- 
ing that every vital part has been 
checked. They are then displayed 
attractively, and lenient time pay- 
ments are made available to the pur- 
chaser 

“The publie owes directlr to thp 
used car the wide range of prices at 
which transportation may be pur- 
chased, and the wide variety of 
models from which selection may be 
made. If there were no such thing 
as a trade-in price, the owner of an 
automobHe, instead of turning it in 
on a new model, would drive it him- 
self until its usefulness was spent, 
just as he now uses his furniture 
or his farm or garden implements. 
There would consequently be no 
used car mart for the man who wants 
to buy a car at less than the new 
car cost. Millions of present motor- 
ists who were attracted by used car 
prices would not now own automo- 
biles if there had been no used car 
market. 

"Every good automobile today k 
built with many years of service in 
it. The original purchaser general- 
ly turns it in on a new model after 
he has driven it a few years. There 
remains in the car many miles of 
dependable service which is avail- 
able to the man who needs trans- 
portation on the basis of a low first 
cost. 

"Of some 25.000,000 passenger cars 
now registered in the United States, 
it is estimated that approximately 
sixty per cent are in the hands of 
their second or third owners. In 
other words fifteen million motorists 
are now* riding in cars that were 
purchased on resale. 

•Eliminate the used car from the 
market, and a good share of those 
fifteen million people would be de- 
nied the privilege of owning a car. 
And most of the remaining ten mil- 
lion motorists would be driving cars 
that do rot measure up to their ideas 
of style simply because they would 
not be able to get a trade-in allow- 
ance, and would refuse to scrap their 
cars with unused value remaining in 
them. 

“The result would have been a 
great many less new car sales with- 
in the past twenty years, and most 
of the twenty-five million present 
motorists would have either no car 
at all or a car that fell short of 
their present taste for style, dura- 
bility and performance. 

“Our dealers know that the used 
car buyer of today is the new car 
buyer of tomorrow. They are anx- 
ious to satisfy him because it means 
future business. By reason of the 
unprecedented demand for the Big- 
ger and Better Chevrolet, our deal- 
ers have a better variety of used 
cars than ever before—cars that are 
better serviced, better finished and that represent better value., 

“There is every indication that 
0UT. U8e” c.*r turnover this year will establish a new high record 
even though both our new and used 
car sales are bigger thar. ever before 
during this season if the year." 

Belgium Seeking 
American Markets 

(A*)—Belgium is try- ing hard to conquer new North and 
South American markets. 

A consular agent is about to tour Canada to introduce Belgian goods ’"to Pacific border provinces. 
New consular posts are being cre- 

ated in the United States. Others 
are being developed and a legation is being opened in Venezuela. 

In Argentine. Brazil and Colm- 
bia, Belgian conaular representation 
also is to bt enlarged. 

AUTO FUTURE 
THOUGHT GOOD 
Graham Brothers Head 

Cites Trend of In- 
creased Business 

Business conditions throughout the 
[country point to increased sales vol- 
, ume in the truck and commercial car 

field this year, according to Howard 
■Sneathen. director of commercial car 

and truck sales for Dodge Brothers, 
j fnc. 

Comfort and appearance are marked 
tendencies in the motor truck field, 
Mr. Sneathen points out. Manufac- 
turers are building commercial cars 

iwith these features incorporated with 
: stamina, economy and dependability 
usually associated with truck per- 
formance. 

“The rapid construction of paved 
roads and wider highways and the 
manufacturing facilities to build 
trucks or commercial cars particular- 
ly adapted to every line of business 
are awakening executives to the pos- 
sibilities of motor transportation nev- 

er dreamed of before,” said Mr. 
Sneathen. “For the same reasons, 
operators of truck fleets are finding 
expansion profitable and necessary in 
a competitive market that demands 
economy, speed and dependability in 
transportation. 

“Figures in our company show 
truck orders for March this year to- 
taled 4,342, compared to 3,160 for 
February, a gain of 1,132 units or 37 
per cent, and indicative of the trend 
to increased sales. 

“Analysis of new commercial car 
and truck registrations shows that 
gains or losses in the trade for the 
first two months of 192S compared to 
1927 are well distributed among agri- 
cultural and industrial states. It 
indicates that while some sections of 
the country* have dropped behind last 
year’s mark, no depression in any par- 
ticular industry is evident. Condi- 
tions of this type are far more en- 

couraging than if figures revealed a 

slump in several trade lines.” 

WHY? 
CHICAGO. — Eight-year-old Ruth 

Stevens wrote the postoffice asking 
why babies were delhered by the 
stork instead of being sent parcel 
post. 

BUILDING FOR MUTES 
PARIS—French deaf mutes, includ- 

ing 3.000 in Paris, are building a cen- 

tral headquarters here. 

BUICK ENTERS 
SPEED TRIALS 

Will Send Car Over 
Speedway at In- 

dianapolis 
FLINT, Mich., May 6.—The huge 

stands at the Indianapolis speedway 
will echo in a few days to the stac- 

j cato roar of racing engines in the 
qualifying heats which precede the 
annual international speed classic. 
Then a few days more, and thousands 
will be flocking to the Hoosier city 

| for this headliner among the year's 
| speed events. 

Automobile makers’ interest in the 
! sweepstakes is little less keen than 
the interest of those who attend 

[ purely for the thrill. For from their 
viewpoint the 500-mile grind on 

I Memorial Day is a laboratory test of 
: the most portentious kind. A merci- 

less trial of stamina, which only the 
: fittest can hope to survive—a search- 
ing scrutiny under which every tiny 
detail of engineering,, design, and 
workmanship must pass. Chance en- 
ters into the result very little. Con- 
sequently the findings reached are 

[ of immense interest, not only to the 
: manufacturer but to the motor-buy- 
| ing public. 

Few automobile manufacturers have 
found in the activities of the speed 
fraternity such cause for gratifica- 
tion as the Buick Motor company. 
Not only valve-in-head engines; 
which have powered every Buick car, 
but mechanical four-wheel brakes, 
which Buick pioneered, have been 
abundantly’ proved in these relentless 
tests. Every important race since 

! 1910, both at Indianapolis and else- 
where, has been won by a valve-in- 
head engine. Both Major Segrave, 
and Captain Campbell, who recently 
shattered Segrave’s world record at 
Daytona Beach, w’ith 206 miles an 
hour, drove valve-in-head cars. 

It was just one year ago that 
Lindbergh, in a valve-in-head engined 
plane, electrified the world with his 
Paris flight. In the intervening 
months, a dozen scarcely less spec- 
tacular achievements of the air have 
added to the prestige of valvo-in- 
head design. All in all, experience 
on land, in water and in air, wherever 
a capacity to deliver maximum power 
for sustained periods is required, has 
written an indelible testimonial to 
this type of construction. 

“This New I f upmobile 
me $1000” 

4 

JLHUS remarked the motorist who had planned 
to spend from $2500 to $3500 on a car for his wife—and then 
saw the new Hupmobile Century Six. He purchased immedi- 
ately, saying that the car fulfilled every requirement in luxury, 
style and power that he could have desired. Time after time, 
men and women long accustomed to making their selection from 
the higher-priced fields are coming to the brilliant new Hup- 
mobile Century Six and Eight, and gratefully pocketing the 
difference. Hupmobile quality and Hupmobile performance 
are known to all. Nowtotheseare added beauty and distinction 
of line unsurpassed at any price. You have only to see the new 

Hupmobile Century models to realize how completely they 
meet every wish for the h ighest conceivable type of performance. 

50 standard and custonuequipped models on three different wheelbases 
—the Six of the Century, the Century Eight and the Century 125 Eight. 

Hubbard Motor Co. 
MAEL1KGEN. XEXASI 

WHIPPET SALE1 
GROWS BIGGER 

April Total Exceeds 
Highest Month In 
Company Annals 

April production of Willys-Knight 
and Whippet fours and sixes topped 
the highest month in the history of 
Willvs-Overland with a total produc- 
tion of 38,500 cars. This represents 
nearly 60 per cent of total produc- 
tion for the three preceding months, 
officials of the company declared 
this week in Toledo. 

This announcement was made fol- 
lowing the company's financial state- 
ment for the first quarter ending 
March 31 which reveals earning of 
$2,802,896.55, after interest but be- 
fore federal taxes and Special rebate 
deductions which were charged off in 
this quarter. This shows an aver- 

age profit per unit of production on 

the 76.698 cars built in this period, 
of $36 per car. 

The extraordinary charge-off for 
the first quarter which covers inven- 
tory adjustments and rebates to deal- 
ers on cars in stock at the time of 
the drastic Whippet price cut early 
in January, amounts to $1,155,320.72 
reducing the net earning transferred 
to surplus to $1,647,575.83. 

Commenting on this statement, 
John N. Wlllys, president, said: “The 
charge-off to cover dealer rebates 
and inventory adjustments obviously 
is not a recurring charge and was ap- | 
plicable to cars in possession of 
dealers and materials and stock on 
hand at the time of the Wrhippet 
price cut. Before this charge the 
profit per car was $36. 

“With a rapidly rising production 
schedule which is absorbing overhead 1 

faster than cost sheet estimates, the 
per car profit is naturally rising, i 

The company’s price policies have 
justified themselves and are plainly 
benefiting profits and finances as 

well as trade position. 
MVolume production on the scale 

contemplated when the Whippet pric- 
es were announced were not reached 
until March during which production 
totalled ever 50 per cent of the en- 
tire production for the first quarter. 
Production of the new Whippet six 
was not started until April and this 
same month has seen a marked in- 
crease in the production of Willys- 
Kmght models. 

“With production volume stekdily 
increasing, there is reason to believe 
that earnings for the second quarter 
will be highly satisfactory.” 

In January Willys-Overland produc- 
ed 16.289 cars, February figures to- 
talled 25,744 and March reached 34,- 
635. 

April production exceeded March by 
nearly 4,000 units and with orders for 
35,000 cars for May delivery, the situ- 
ation is considered by company ex- 
ecutives as highly satisfactory. 

Two new records were established 
by the company in April, one on April 
19 when 1,810 cars were produced and 
a shipping record on April 26 when 
2,047 cars were shipped. 

Production now averages 1,600 cars 
a day and it is said that new manu- 
facturing facilities will add appreci- 
ably to these figures before the end 
of the year. 

More than 1,000 new dealer con- 
tracts have been signed since January 
1 out of 4,000 applications, while em- 
ployment at the Toledo plant, with 
nearly 22,000 workers on the payroll, 
is the largest in the history of the 
organization. 

AUTO ROOM FOR EVERYBODY 
BLOOMSBURG. Pa. — The last 

hitching posts are disappearing from 
rural Pennsylvania churchyards. 
Even country dwellers who have no 
autos are riding to church in cars— 
with neighbors. 

SHOPPING DELUXE 
BOSTON—Driving, parking and 

shopping in the heart of a big city 
has been simplified by a Boston ga- 
rage, which maintains a free bus ser- 
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ON April 26, two strictly stock Erskme Chrt> Sedan*—^ 
exactly like those you can purchase from any Stude- i 

baker dealer—each traveled 1000 miles in less than 1000 
consecutive minutes. ? 

The run took place at Atlantic City Speedway; and 
was supervised by officials of the American Automobile 
Association who verified the stock design of the cars. 

As a result, ten new records for stock cars under 
$1000 were established by the Erskine Six. And Studc- 
baker has demonstrated that its 76-year-old traditions 
for careful building are carried through in the design, 
materials and workmanship of this low-priced fine car— 
named for Albert Russel Erskine, Studebaker’s president. 

Although sold at the lowest price at which any Stoda- 
™ 

baker-built car was ever offered ($795 f. o. b. factory), 
Studebaker has not permitted any compromise hi the 
materials or workmanship entering into the Erskine Six. 

% That is why this car was able to travel 1000 miles at 
better than a mile a minute—why you can drive yout 
Erskine Six 40 miles an hour even when NEW—why the r 

Erskine is so economical to maintain and to operate. 
A few minutes behind the wheel of the New Erskine 

Six will introduce you to a type of performance as sensa- 

tional for its price class as that of the World’s Champion 
. Commander is to the field of higher priced cars, 
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Commercial Motor Sales Co. 
«* 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS HARLINGEN, TEXAS 
407 ThirtQpBth West Harrison Street 
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