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Fixing the Tax Rate 
The resolution psssed by the Cameron county com* 

mitsiooers' court Monday by which the tax rate, in the 

event no unexpected emergency arises, will b* fixed 

for the next two years at 11-50, is something of an in* 

■ ovation in connvction with tax rate making. 

The resolution was passad after every phase of the 

situation in connection with the Cameron county road 

program had been discussed. The assertion was made 

by the county judge that Cameron county could issue 

the last two million of the $6,000,000 road bond issue 

without an increase in the tax rate and no perpendicu- 
lar increase in valuations. This would be made possi- 
ble, he stated, by supplementing the normal increase 

in valuations with the accrued interest and premium 
received on county road bonds, applying this interest 

and premium to the sinking fund instead of placing i*. 

in the construction fund. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that 

premium and accrued interest received by the county 
rs the first $4,000,000 of the road bonds amounted to 

approximately flu©,000, and it is reasonable to pre- 
sume that the remaining two million will net the 

county approximately $50,000. Figuring a 22-cent tax 

on present valuations the county is applying approxi- 
mately $35,000 annually to the interest and sinking 
fund for each million in bonds issued. By placing the 

premium and accrued interest in this fund, the burden 

upon the taxpayer would be lightened very appreciably. 
Normal increases in valuations, the result of build- 

ing and improvement work in both the rural and urban 
sections of the county and the increase which accrues 

by reason of highway construction, will provide ample 
revenue to carry the last two million without increasing 
the tax rate making a perpendicular increase in valu- 

ations, members of the commissioners’ court state. At 

least they are so firmly convinced that it can be done 

without disturbing the present rate of $1-50, that they 
have gone on record ertablishing that rate for the next 

two years. 

Working out a tax program for submission to the 

public in connection with a highway program is some- 

thing of an innovation, and is probably without prece- 
dent in Texas. Of the prevent county tax rate of $1.50, 
the interest and ; inking fund* for road bonds and other 
road funds amount to $1.01, approximately two-third* 
of the county's revenue going for road improvement. I 

Florida Gets Rail-Water Rate 
Honda citrus fruit and winter vegetable grower* 

will have ilmo t a monopoly of ra.-tern seaboard mar 

kel-> under the new rail-water rate established by t»*r 

Interstate Commerce Commission last week, which, 

is based upon a tariff of 1* cents per hundred pound 
under the ail-rail rates. 

The new rate is the direct result of cstabhshmen' 

ef boat lines operating between Jacksonville, Miami 
and o'her Honda ports and the north Atlantic sea 

board. Hie new rate will result in greatly increasing 

growers' profits as well as a general reduction in con- 

aummg centers. Additional reductions .ire predicted 
with improvement of thr water service from Florid;* 

point?. 
The Ivrge t consuming markets for citrus fruit* jrid 

winter veg-tahlta are along the Atlantic seaboard 

Florida, boitigmuch closer to those market has a do" 
cided advantag over the Lower Kio (irande Valley or 

the. Gulf coast area in rail rate., and this advantag*' 
will be enhance] by th*- recent establishment of rail 
and wat-r rates. However, the fact should be borne *n 

mind that any advantage Florida may possess with r- 

spe<-t to a water rate can be more than offset by the 
lower cost of production in the Valley, but the Valley 
in order to compete in those markets mu t first secure j 
the port which will as.urc water rates. 

The Brownsville navigation district Ha* voted bonds 
in the amount of $2,000,000. and now ?tand* ready to 

meet the requirements of the federal government in | 
con truction cf a port whirh will serve every inters * 

of the Lower Kio Grande Valiev, n port which will pro- 
vide an outlet for Valley tonnage and which will virtu- 
ally assure a reduction in freight rates and at the saiip 

time place the Valley in a position where her product- 
can compete in the greatest coa.-uming markets of the j 
United Mate*. F lorida leaders have sought for vca.s I 
to secure for the state the transportation facilities and 
low rate? which will develop Florida's resources upon a 

profitable ha.-. They have met and overcome numer- 
ous obstacles such as have ar.scn in the Valley, but tt 

la gratifying t o note that thtyaren cw near their goal, j 

F&p$ir§ j: 
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NOW COUNTY MANAGERS 
(Fa rm an d HnnchV. 

•Senator Kexrolc, of Ardmore, Okla.. proposes a cou-1 
•titutienel amendment to make possible the use ef the 
county manager ?ystem from its prototype, the ci^j 

1 

manager system, which has swept over the country 
during recent year* and ha* done so much to simplify 
amd expedite city business. VV e presume that Senator 
Rewrote s idea t» to allow the county commissioners to 

•kit the manager, hire and lire, as it were. 

There will be a great to-do among some of the folks 
about this nefarious attempt to wrest their liberties 
from the peepul." but it deserves the support of all i 

who are mere interested 1n getting results at tht least 
possible cost, rstber than in having enough offices to 

provide for political horse-swapping As a mxtttr of 
fact, the commissioners being elected directly by the 
people, and responsible to them, with no diffusion of 

responsibility among • score of elective officers, maj 
more truly represent the interests of their constitu- 
ent* than ie possible under our present system. 

With only three or four men to elect, the voters 
would have an opportunity to concentrate their atten- 
tion on getting the best men for these places instead 
bt having to listen to picas for support from candidates 
for everything from constable to sheriff. And another 
beauty of the manager form of government is that you 
don't have to put up with an incompetent or indiffer- 
ent official until the pext election. 

JVe should like to see this idea followtd ia Texas 
t 

■Uo. Let Text* and Oklahoma lead tha way and (how 

car elder aiitert on the Atlantic seaboard that we have 
outgrown the method* of government derived by them 

to meet a condition that patted with the last century. 
The late Herbert Quick tf Iowa, writer and publicist, 

proponent of the Federal Farm Loan Bank aystera and 

member of its first board, we believ* was the first to 

tugge.t the msrager system for counties, and Mr. 

Quick’s ideas have generally proved sound and for the 

public interest. 

SAVE OLD IRONSIDES 
(Corpus Christi Caller). 

A final appeal i» being made by the Save Old Iron- 

tides Committee. Funds contributed toward financing 
the reconstruction of the famous old U. S. frigste Con- 

stitution 
Work has progressed on the reconstruction as far 

as funds will permit. If it is to be completed, further 

contributions will be necessary, and appeal* to that 

end are being made now. Approximately >612,000 has 

been contributed, of which >154.6GG came from school 
children of the country. Less than >200,000 more will 
be needed to complete the reconstruction. 

The campaign to “Save Old Ironsides*’ has struck a 

responsive chord. The famous old ship was falling to 

pieces, and federal appropriations to preserve it were 

not in order. Much of the glorious tradition of tht 

United States navy centers upon the stout old hulk of 
the Constitution. It would be tragic, indeed, should 
the American people let Old Ironsides, whose history is 
known to every school child, fall into decay. 

It hen the reconstruction is completed, it is the In- 
tention of the navy to man it with a picked crew and 
send Old Ironsides upon her final cruise, during which 
it will visit every American port and harbor, a floating 
museum of patriotic relies. 

That cruise should stir the ino^t lifeless imagina- 
tion. Surely it will not be abandoned when hte goal is 
so close at hand. 

ACTION ON FARM RELIEF AVOCATED 
By H. T. RAINEY 

(Henry Thomas Rainey was born at Cairollton, 
111., Aug. 20, 1860. He is a graduate of Amherst 
and Union College of Law, Chicago. Practicing 
law at Carrollton from 1586 to 1902, he was elected 
a member of the house of representatives from the 
Twentieth Illinois district in 1903 and served con- 

tinuoutly until 1921. He was again fleeted in 1923, 
hi* la:t term expiring this year). 

-- — 

An interesting proposition is farm relief. Senator 
McNary ha* prepared a bill which seem* to exactly meet 
the farm relief propositions announced by Mr. Hoover 
iu his Iowa speech. The present .McNary bill contains 
nothing new or startling, but it contains the proposi 
tions for which Mr. Hoover stood in the campaign. His 
pronouncements for farm relief were not as definite as j 
those made by Mr. Coolidgc during hi* last campaign j 
fo rthc presidency. 

If the present McNary bill will accomplish anything 
for farmers it ought to be enacted into law immediate- 
ly at the present short session >o that the farmers cun 

get the benefit of it in this year’s crops. If it will | 
accompli;h nothing, the farmer ought to know it before 1 

the next campaign for election of another congress ! 
commences. Farm leaders, it teems to me, are making j 
a nnstaxc when they insist that the matter go over to] 
be adjusted in a special session. The McNary bill 
might as well be passed now. If it does pass in an 
evtra *e*sion it will not take effect until the crop >car I 
of 1930 hnd before the crop* of 1930 arc harvested an 1 
marketed another congress will be elected. The of fee; | 
of enacting the McNary bill in an extra session may be 
the postponement for four years of effective farm re- 

lief for farmers if the present McNary bill fails to ac- 

(omplish that remit—and I think it w-ill fail. 
Only a small measure of farm relief can be obtaine-J 

by increasing tariff rate*. 
Of the great basic farm product* we produce a xur- 

plu:—an uncontrolled surplus for export and it will 
not make any differerc- how* high we make the tariff 
• n these great basic products for it will not help tin 
farmers. Wr have 30h times as many farmer* engage I 
in producing these basic crops as we have engaged in 
producing crop which esn be really benefited by th* 
tariff. 

• Me have a tariff now en wheat of 41 cents per 
bushel. If w» make it >43 per bushel i* will not help 
the wheat producer* any. 

Me might help the cattle feeder* by increasing thu 
tanff o»i canned meat* but this help will be negligible 
®n,t will not be noticed in the results. 
a___ 

Th® World amd All 
By Charles V DrtaeoU 

THIS MAN LINCOLN 
Have you any of Abraham Lincoln's love letters in 

your attic? l»on't give up if at first you don't find a 

whole trunk full of tender missives from the rail-split- 
ting young lawyer to one of his favorite sweethearts 
Where others have succeeded, you can hardly fail. 

It seems scarcelly possible that the busy and awk- 
ward Lincoln could have found time to write as many 
love letters as have been credited to him in the last few 
years. But wc all know- how energetic he was. It was 

his persistence and his incidence that made him presi- 
dent. 1'oubtless he wouldn't lose a girl for lack of a 

few thousand well-chosen words. 
• • • • 

The love-lift of Lincoln has been subjected to 

searching scrutiny. Almost everybody who has eithar 
a facile pen or a large attic is engaged in shedding 
light upon the laves ef the most noted of America’s 
homely men. 

Mu* Kitherine Hein; is th» daughter cf Mrs. Eruilie 
1c»ld Helm, who was a sitter of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln. 
'I'** Helm heard this and that from h»r mother, and 
she has ma le quite a study of her aunt. Mary Todd Lin- 
coln, wife of the Emancipator. Miss Helm puts it all 
into a very readable book, just published by Harpers. 
"Mary; « :f« of Lincoln." 

The frontispiece of the book i* a portrait of Mary 
Lincoln, copied from one now m the White House, and 
painted by Miss Helm’s mother, Mrs. Lincoln's sister. 
St the tin e of the first inauguration. 

Ihe obvious lesson this portrait teaches is thia: 
r.ever let ycur sister paint year portrait just because 
she is your sister. 

• • • • 

It teems that Mary Todd was very well borr.. That 
is to say you can go through the graveyards and rec- 
ords of many generations and find Jedd* of her line 
who were lieutenants, generals, gentlemen and justice, 
of the peace. Bo you can with the Browns, Smiths ani 
Oliver*. That merely take, patience. 

So the ancestral pan of this hook hat a* importaat 
as the reminiscent part. 

I am sorry to say that both Abraham Lincoln and 
his wife talk like two c’py-books in this story. Whei 
people become traditions, it is difficult to put natural 
dialogue into their tnouthv when writing about them. 

There are many pictures front photographs and 
painting- of men. and women of the Civil war period. 
And 1 can't help reflecting how much better leaking 
are our girla and women of today than were those of j 
that huteric eral 
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CHAPTER LXIIl 
It was a crisp, cold uight. Straight 

•overhead the moon, pale, without 
substance, looked as if it had been 
fastened there with thumb-tacks. 
The black trunk of the elm seemed 
toward her yearningly as she walked 
past it. 

Square patches of light from the 
windows poured ini othe fust dark- 
ening shadows that were slowly de- 
scending upon the hou.-<c. 

Even the windows seem to be 
sending me a welcome, thought Byrd, 
with a strange, burning sensation 
creeping along her v bite throat, 
the swallowed hard. 

Hic'd have to think of some funny 
stories to tell Maudy so that she 
wouldn't begin weeping as soon as 
site saw her. She «i be very gay and 
flippant. fha'd tell her her lathers 
perennial story about the colored 
lady who hid two beaut. 

Byrd was waiting f*or fat and 
Chet. 2>hc was standing on the walk 
looking at the house. 

The windows seemed to twinkle 
like prism* with the color and light 
dial shone ftom inside. 

for an instant, she could inugine 
little faces gleaming in them, baby 
faces! 

“its one of the most expressive 
houses that it’s ever been my privi- 
lege to meet,” said Byrd, almost 
a'oud, and with a tiny smile at the 
ides- “It's really got a personality- 
all it's own 

" 

“thet's putting the car into the 
garage.” said F«». her vone hinting 
a suppressed excitement. “He thinks 
it looks like rain, but, he says we re 
«e go on in.” 

•'Rain!'* began Byrd. "With a 
moon like that—" 

l'.yt Pat bad already stepped up to 
the door and pressed the button 
while Byrd hung back in the shad- 
ows. 

But immediately she turned to 
C: rd and *aivl nervously: 

"Oh, I left my ba^ in the car. I'll 
run bark and get it.” 

Byrd, panic-stricken, tried to stop 
her as she brushed by and dashed 
down the steps. 

file couldn't walk into the house 
and meet tho-e people alone. Mte 
couldn't! 

She turned in terror to follow Tat. 
but befoie she had reached the lower 
steo. the door had opened. 

She was trembling from head to 
foot with a nervous excitement. 

the came back slowly, and then 
glanced up. 

There stood Larry, silhouetted 
against the light! The rajs of color 
seemed to separate one from the 
other like a spectrum, and danced 
and vibrated around his head. 

Something hard as metal seemed 
to press upon her lunxs. and she 
found she couldn't breathe. She felt 
as if she were dying and were wat-h- 
ing her spirit move away from her 
body, leaving it stone. 

Like a complete drama, the mo- 

meat seemed to hang tensely be- 
tween them. 

Suddenly Tarry swept her through 
the door and she was in his arms. 

They stood without speaking, their 
Ups laid again t each other, and the-r 
hearts fusing in a common heat. He 
drew her. still d*r«d and keriMerrd, 
into ths hall and closed the door be- 
hind then. 

Byrd looted at him as if she were 
still dreaming, a pitiful, beseeching 
leek that begged him net to destroy 
the illusion. 

“Just een't believe it. ran you. 
darling?” he a«ked. smiling down at 
he*. 

He d*«w he* into the living room 

and took off her hat and mat. 
Sht shook her head. The brirht 

tears that edged her deep, tangled 
lashed looked like tinv necklaces of 
transparent jewels. They were the 
bright symbol* of > happiness that 
«»« lighted deco w**hin. 

“Pat and Chet!” *he reminded 
him. “You've locked them out!” 

"Yeu bet I have.” said Larry, ex- 

ultantly. “I've locked out the whole 
worl<t tonight” 

“What does it all mean. Larry?” 
ask'd Bvrd. tremulously. 

“It meant that Tve bought Shi* 
house! Tt*s bought sod paid for. 
and it’s in your name!" 

B* kissed her again. Then be 

pi red her gentiy in th»t lug. up- 
holstered chair. With eye- brim- 
ming with sudden tears, he kissed 
the top of her bronxc hair, softly, 
reverently, like a prayer, is.ie caught 
the fervor of their first meeting. 
Larry had kissed her just like that 
before they had ever exchanged a 

word. 
Then, with a groan of contrition, 

f.arry dropped to b - Mice- at her 
fei and burred hit head in her lap. 
His big shoulders shook, end his 
body, built like a hull of a ship, 
moved as if caught in a sudden 
storm. Finally he lifted his fact to 
hers. 

“tan you forgive me ever for all 
the pain I've caused you?" he whis- 
pt red. 

And B> rd gathered him. like a 

little child, into h«r arms. 

Hand-in-hand, like two children, 
they went through the house. B id 
touched lovingly the pieces of fur- 
niture that they had bought together 
just a few months ago. She felt now 

that she must have d’ed during thos* 
days of their set-aralton and thia * *- 

the resurrection. Thev v»«-n» up- 
stairs and Byrd looked raptumuviy 
at the familiar wall; and furniture of 
their btdrlom. 

The rooms were shining «.;h frag- 
rant cleanlines-. 

“Why, the hoa-c looks at if it had 
just come back from the dry clean- 
ers!*’ she exclaimed. 

Tho odor of brow ned butter and ■ 

fresh vegetables floated up tho 
stairs. 

“Dinner,” announced Larry, “is he- 

| lr.f served in the diamg car ahead.” 
As they descended the stairs, arm- 

in-arm. Byrd was about to remark 
that there was a secret hand behind 
all this magic, fhe v anted to know 
how it all happened to harpen! Then 
she saw a great hulk of a blark fig- 
ure in a spotless whit* apron swero 

toward her. and she found herself 
on a haav mg precipiea wbleh turned I 
out t« bo Mandy’s ample bo-om. 

“Hallelujah, hre >* do Lord. br*>- 
all kit angels and make a Joy fa' 
noise unto de Lord!” Ft' closed 
her eyes for a moment. “Oh, thank 
do Lord my breased chil* come home I 

again! she said in a low voice, her 
tones muffled with emotion. 

“Mandy! My Mandy Ammonia!” 
was all that Byrd could say, and 
they wept together, first crying and 
then laughing. 

“But Mandy.” said Byrd, reproach- 
fully. “I wanted to hear you say. 
'Shut yo’ face’.’’ 

“Yes ma’am, -hut yo’ face ef ! 
wasn’t surprised! Mister Browning 
done tole me we was havin’ Mias 
Pat and her husband fo’ dinner!” 

They sat down to consomme. 

“She’s planned a ‘bankwet* fit for 
the queen of Roumania.” said Larry, 
“the sly bird really guessed it was 

to be for you.” , 

Byid barely touched her broth. 
Mandy stood behind her vith re- 

proachful eyes and so she quickly 
drank it. 

Then came the oulhern dish that’s 
made all good, southern cook* fam- 
ous, roast duck and wild rice, with 
vegetables and salad. 

Between eetir-es Byrd and Larry 
*at on one chair and hastily moved 
back to their own place* when the 
d'r.itig room doer began to swing. 
Then behind Mandy'* back, Larry 
dropped a string of butterfly kisses 
from her forehead down her bar 
-traight, little nc»e. over her soft 
lips, down to her white shoulder. 

He looked at her longingly a* if 
this intimate houT h*d revealed her 
to him for the first time like an un- 

expected star which had been remot* 
but now wav near and war-* 

Byrd could think now of Larry 
bending tenderly over a tiny for«- 
in a cradle. 

Mandy served the pie. us crust t.» 

flaky as snow crystals. * 

They had their coffee in the living 
room in front of the snapping and 
crackling logs in the fireplace, 'vordi 
seemed unequal to the occasion and 
they fell back on the silence that 
was so much more electric. 

“I’d like to talk to father.” said 
Byrd, moved hy a sudden inspira- 
tion. “Will you put in the cal.i, 
dear?” 

The rail .was put through quickly I 

und Byrd trembled with excitement 
as ‘he put the receiver to her car. 

“Hello. Jimsy,” she said, with a 

slight tremor in her voice, “Mr*. 
Lawrence Browning speaking.” She 
smiled at his answer. “Larry and I j 
have just finished dinner.” She lis- 
tened again. “Mandy’s, of course." i 
She laughed again. “I’ll aay ahe ca» 
Wat anyone in our family—which 
means me! Wo're calling you to 
gi’e you a special message. Listen, 
dad. Is your heart pretty strong* 
(an it stand a shock? Well. I 
thought you might like to know — 

now. wait until I get through talk- 
ing. you funny, old thing—” ahe 
turned slightly to include Larry in 
the menage—“that you're going to 
be a grandfather soon.” 

At his end of the line. Jim Hamil- 
ton jiggled the heok up and down ex- 

citedly, but nothing but a distant 
whirr met hi* ear. 

Larry had picked Byrd up bodily 
and was holding her in his arms. 

(THE F.ND) 

-rv 

Larry had Byrd in hit armt again. 

“Passed Upw—New Serial-Thursdayj 

NEW' YORK, Jan. 16.—Seme of the 
Park Rowgues gathered to reminisce 
about Tex Rickard, and one of them 
contended that his rcsl nickname 
was Dink until & kidder in Alaska 
tagged him Tex. 

They raid of him. too, that he got 
more of a kick out of kidding a 

sports writer. His pet diversion was 

watching a newcomer ankle across 

the heavy carpet in his office. When 
the lad touched the doorknob he got 
an electric shock. 

His last conference with tb« 
sports chroniclers, to hear one tell 
it. was at the Garden. Suddenly he 
got up and left the group, but net 
before he remarked in this man- 
ner: 

"Say! You fellers oughtta come 
down to Miami with me. Gotta great 
jtory down there. Mcbbe it’ll be 
front page stuff, toe.- 

• • • 

WHY THE EDITOR LEFT TOWN 
The American bureau of the Mer- 

cury offers it from a .Mississippi 
r*P * Social Notes Department: 

"Mrs. Sarah Allen is seriously sick 
st her home in Bavin’s Neck, and all 
perrons are requested by her sons 
to stop coming to see the big hog 
until she improves." 

• • • 

THE RIAL NEW YORK 
Elmer Rice, the author of "Street 

Scene." which the W illiani Brady, 
Ltd., has provided at the Playhouse, 
appears to have solved that ageless 
query. "What'a the matter with your 
second act?" The middle episode 
of the new and compelling drama is 
the most effective recond act tl.e 
N«*w York stage ha* offered in year*, 
and it gripped, held and excited all 
of us until the futi lifted on our 
arms. In sum, a hair-raising scene. 

Mr. Rice has jotted down the 
love*, emotions, sounds, squeaks and 
sobs of the New York tenement 
dwellers, and Mr. Brady assigned 
that «droit and artful scenic archi- 
tect. Jo Meilsiner, to fashion the 
lone setting, which left you breath- 
less w ith admiration the ; toment 
the asbestos lifted and revealed it. 
It is a classic, th*s artificial tene- 
ment building, and Mr. Mielsiner is 
to be cheered. 

“Street Scene" revolve* about the 
Mauriants. an Irish family familiar 
to the sidewalks of New York. Mrs. 
Maurrant, still young and easy to 
look upon, believes that life isn’t 
worth letting slip by without living, 
so she accepts the attentions of the 
milkman. The mother of a grown 

daughter and a small son. she 
gossiped about by the local Winchells 
until her stage-bend husbsnJMk scov. 

ers her infidelity. H« returnf unex- 

pectedly and murders them- The 
murder episode is the most thrilling 
event of the soggy seers, and i* 

likely to send “Street See*#’’ 
the click division. 

The following act offers an al- 
most equally startling scene when 
the killer is captured and permitted 
a few parting worda with his daugh- 

| ter Kp-o. It is a most touching and 
heart.juggling moment, and opens 
the tear ducts. The first act is a bit 
long and repetitious, and could stand 
the pruning blade. That would do 
much lo make “Street Scene” * 

more graceful show. 

! I Gir&lb 

Who am I? What until re 
tu my vocation? What import®; 
post did 1 hold in New York City fog 
many years? 

What colonial divine, associate 
pastor of North Church, in Boston, 
took a prominent part in the Salem i 

witchraft investigations? 1 

W ho was the husband of Helen of 1 
Tro.« 7 I 

Whose voice calls Mohammedans ■ 
to prayer from the minaret? j 

“Grace be with all them that lovn 1 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.** I 
W here is this passage found in the 1 
Bible? 4 

Today in the Past A 
On this date in the prohtbt-® 

tion amendment to the constitution® 
of the United States went into effect.® 

Today's Horoscope I 
Persona born under this degree of J 

Capricorn are earnest workers and ® 
possess much talent. They have 
faculty oJ seeing beneath the ex® 
terior of persons. B 

A Daily Thought 
“Flattery was formerly * vice; it 

has now become the fashion.*'— 
Syr us. 

Answers to Foregoing Questions 
1. William T. Hornaday; zoologist; 

director of the New York ecological 
park 

2. rotton Mather. 
.A. Menalaus. 
4. The muezzin. 
b. Ephesians, yi. 24. < 

^ Washington 
Daybook 

By CHARLES P. STEW ART 
WASHINGTON, Ja:i. 1«.-Erederick 

J. Libby undoubtedly is absolutely 
right in saying that the rest of the 
world never will pick a quarrel with 
the 1 mted State-, in the hope of can- 
celling it* del its to us, while it 
think* a chance remains to borrow 
any more here. 

Coming from the exeeutive secre- 

tary of the National Council for Pre- 
vention of War, which is bis job, Mr. 
Libby's remark may sound cynical. 
Anyway, it sound* mighty sensible. 

Uncle Sam might be hard to lick 
in a fight. On the other hand, he 
is the easiest mark on earth to born- 
s waggle. 

• • • 

Preparations are in progress now 

for the peaceful separation of Uncle 
Samuel from a few more billions of 
his financial increment, by means of 
a gsme known as "reparations nego- 
tiations’*—a game the European 
powers are sharks at and Uncle Sam- 
uel the veriest sucker, but a game in 
which it seems hopeless to teach 
him rot to take a hand every time 
he’s invited. 

The pathetic part of it is to see our 

poor unci* taking what he fondly 
believe* are precautions against 
beirr flim-flammed. 

A lamh, in that bunch of wolves!— 
taking precautions! 

• • • 

The ease stands thus— 
The allied powers cam** out of the 

World war owing the United Hates 
about 12 billion dollars, which they 
still owe. 

Germany rame out owing no wag 
debts to any foreign country, having 
financed her s»de of the confhet In- 
ternally—but owing an indefinite 
amount of money in damages—"repa- 
rations." 

Tb* allies tried their best to get 
the United State* to wipe their scare 
clean, but Uncle Sam balked. 

Then they proposed to assign their 
German reparations to America, »et« 

tlmg everything that way. Unable 
to see why he should assume the 
burden of collecting a lot of doubtful 
reparations, as a substitute for 
money honest! 3due to hint, Unde 
bam balked on tnat, too. 

• • • 

Since that tine the debtor nations 
have been racking their trams for 
some scheme to euchre lb* ti. 3. A, 
out of tie 12 billions without Lankly 
deiauiting repayment, which ddt fy 
rightly judged would hurt 'Weir 
credit. 

Meanwhile they continued to exact 
reparations regularly from Germany 
—on account of a total never defi- 
nitely determined. 

Finally this uncertainty began to 
prey so on the German taxpayers*. 
minds as to threaten an embarrass- 
ing situation—perhaps u collapse of 
German payments, the Germane 
quite reasonably arguing that maybe 
they could stand reparations, nut 
they wanted to feel they were mak- 
ing some progress. 

e e e 

"Verry well,'* said the ex-allies, 
“suppose we agree on a total and you1 
Germans issue bonds for it. You can 
•ell the bonds and give us the money. 
Out of it wc will pay the Unitnd 
State* and everything will be lovely."1 

The German* were willing. It id 
to fix the total amount of reparations 
that the coining negotiations were 
called—the ones Unde Sam is urgedi 
to take a hand In. 

“But,” aiks some curious person, 
“»ho is to buy the German bonds?— 
enabling Germany to pay the ei, 
allies, enabling them, in turn, to pay 
Uncle Samuel?” 

"Why, Lpcie Sam will buy the 
bond*, of course,” reply the ex sllies. 

And will Uncle Samuel buy them! 
You know he will. As Mr. Libby 
■ays. only a very silly bunch of debt, 
or nations would go to war to cancel 
their obligations to such an uncle. 
It is so mu -h simpler and pleasanter 
to gyp him! 

I 
STORE BUILDING 

FOR LEASE 
Now occupied by Cloetta Hardware 
Company. 82 feet of beautiful show 
windows on 12th Street and 57 feet 
deep. Suitable for any kind of busi- 
ness. Possession April first. Also 
store space 16x28 located in the Trav- 

elers Hotel Building. 

See Mr». C. H. More, Travelers Hotel 


