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BRAVE VERESTCHAGIN.

A Lover of Danger, a Dare-Devil, a

Patriot and a Fighter.

Vasili Verestchagin. the Russian -r-

tist who went down with the ill fated
Petropavlovsk. did not beuiev2 that
the iear of the torpedoes was the be-
ginning of wisdom. He was never

afraid of them; on the contrary. he
was well acquainted with them. foii
he was a skillful torpedoist. in the:
Russo-Turkish war he came very nearl

losing his life by his temerity. He
was often out in a small boat after
dark on the Danube, when the small-
est ripple might have caught the
watchful eyes of the Turkish senti-
nels. One night he obtained permis-
sion to join the crew of the Shutka,
ordered to torpedo a Turkish ship.
The dawn revealed their position tol
the enemy. A hail storm of bullets
fell around them from the shore. Here
is the account which the artist him-
self gave of the incident:
"Skrydloff gave orders to have

everything ready. He took his posi-
tion near the forward torpedo and put
me in charge of the floating torpedo
aft. We all put on cork jackets, in
case the Shutka should be blown up,
or in case we should fall into the
water, which would be the most be-
nign consequence of the explosion.
We ate a morsel of chicken and
drank a little sherry. Then my friend
Skrydloff stretched himself out to
take a nap. and by heaven his nerves

allowed him to sleep! I could not

sleep. I scanned the water on the
Rustschuk side. 'Here she comes!'
said a sailor in a low' voice. And it
was true. Between the shore and the
great trees of the little island which
hid the narrow passage of the Danube
the smoke of the vessel appeared,
moving rapidly toward us. When she
came in sight she seemed to be ot
colossal dimensions compared to the
Shutka. Skrydloff steered directly
for her, and we advanced with the
rapidity of a locomotive. Oh, what
confusion and exciteme'nt appeared to
be on board the enemy's ship and on
shore too! It was plain to all that
our little nutshell was about to de-
stroy the big ship. Bullets and shells
rained all around us. The confusion
of the enemy suddenly vanished, and,
in spite of the danger, I could not

help observing the Turks on board.
They seemed as steady as if they had
suddenly been turned into stone. The
Shutka reached the ship and touched
her with a torpedo ibe. At that mo-

ment there was profound silence on

board both vessels. Quietly we wait-
ed the explosion. 'Has she caught?'
asked the gunner who was crouched
beside me. 'Not yet,' I replied. 'Try
again! Let her go!' shouted Skry-
dloff. I did so. Still there was no

explosion. The fusillade had cut the
conducting wire."
In that encounter Verestchagin was
wounded in the leg, but not seriously.
Inthe recent catastrophe in which he
lost his life he did not even have 4

chance to take part in a fight.
He was fond of danger. On the

crest of the Balkans, while under fire,
heused to sketch the surrounding
rocks. It is said that he was a human-
tariain. who wvent through campaigns
merely as an artist. That is not cor-
rect. He was an ardent patriot and a

rghter. But by his death Russia loses

th greatest artist she ever had.-
Paris Cor. News des Etats Unis.

Postive Proof.

Governor WV. H. Hunt, of Porto
Rico, wvas talking about legal evidence
and proof.
"In Newv Orleans, where I wvas
b)Orn." said Governor Hunt, "they still
,rrate the very startling proof that
was once brought forward by a cer-
tain convict.
"This convict had been serving in
anexemplary way a long sentence,
and in the course of his confinement
hehad fallen in love with one of the
female~prisoners. The woman return-
edhis affection, and some sort of dis-
pensation was gra:nted whereby it was

made possible for these two unfortu-
nates to marry.
"But when the pair appeared before

thewarden no proof was forthcoming~
ofthe death of the man's first wife.!
Though the village had been written!

t'', the letter had been returned tun-

\ en d many~womecn have a hard
tme reco gmzmg the mighty big dii-

ference between ignorance and in-
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