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The Questions Uppermost in Public
Thought Discussed by the Vice.
Presidentisl Candidate-A Strong
Financial Statement-Many Other
Subjects Touched.

Elkins, W. Va., Oct. 3, 1904.
Hon. John Sharp Williams, Chair-

man, and other Members of the
Committee.

Dear Sirs- In accoidance with

custom, and my promise when noti-
fied by your committee at White Sul-
phur Springs, on August 17, of my
r.omination for the office of vice-
president, I submit the following ob-
servations upon some of the ques-
tions now before the country.

Time Propitious For Change.
The times are propitious for the

reinstatement of the democratic par-
ty in control of the government. The

public mind is being disillusioned of

the pretensionof the republican par-
ty, so long and so arrogantly made,
that the material prosperity of the
country depends upon its own ascen-

dancy. Thoughtful and patriotic
people are becoming more and more

distrustful of the heady and personal
element of the present administra-
tion, and are more than willing to see

it replaced by one that better recog-
nizes constitutional and other lawful
restraints. They demand that the

present wasteful extravagance in the

expenditure of themoney, drawn by tax-

ation from the industry of the peo
ple, shall cease, and that economy
anid honesty in the public service
shall be again regarded as virtues in
the high places of the government.

Expenses of Government.
The expenditures per capita of the

government are increasing at an

alarming rate. When the present
administration went into power there
was a large surplus, but notwithstand-
ing the enormous taxation, the reven-ingthe enormous taxation, the revenues
therefrom are not now adequate to

meet the demands made by reckless

appropriations. The revenues fell
short during the last fiscal year, of

~over $40,000,000. In the first sixty
days of this fiscal year the expendi-
tures exceeded the receipts by $24,-

000,000, and if this rate of excess

should continue, the deficit for the

present fiscal year would be in the

neighborhood of $140,000,000- This
needless deficit is due to the extrava-

gance of the administration, and sar
only be met by imposing additional
taxes or selling bonds, thereby in-
creasing the interest-bearing debts

of the government. Which course

will the republicans adopt? The cost

of government during the fiscal year
was $7.14 per capita, which means

that the average tax paid in some

form or another by every family of
five persons toward the support of

the national administration of public
affairs was over $25, which, in the

case of wage earners, is a consider-

able percentage of their entire earn

ings for the year. No more money
should be taken from the people by
taxation, direct or indirect. than is

necessary for the needs of a govern-
ment economically administered. Tc

show the rapid growth of the cost

of government it is only necessary

to give the total expenditures in the

last fiscal year of the following ad-
ministrations:
Buchanan, 186o, $63,000,000-
per capita-....-.-- -- -.$2.

Cleveland, 1892, $345,ooo-000,
per capita-. ----- -- --- 5

Roosevelt, 1904, $582,000,000,
per capita .. .---.--.--.--7-

Army.
In answer to criticisms upon the

size and expense of maintaining the

army, the president has said that the

number of soldiers now is no greater
per capita than in former times- Bu

an army then was necessary to pro
tect settlers from..he Indians and tc

do other police duty in the unsettled
portion of the country--conditions
which do not exist. The army, how

ever, has greatly increased in cost

much faster --elatic':ly than it has ii

numbers.
The expenses are:-

Under Buchanan in 186o $ 16doo,oc
Under Hayes in 188o .. 38.ooo,ooc
UndAer Roosevelt in IOo4 . . 1I5,0o,oot

Panama.
We all hail as the harbinger of the

new era in the commerce of the world
the inception of the great work of

building the canal that is to join the
two great oceans: but we deprecate
the action of the present administra-
tion, which inflicted a wound upon
our national honor by its disregard
of the rights of a weaker nation, in
order to gain a doubtful credit for
energy in forwarding that great en-

terprise. Territory of a neighboring
republic, with which we are at peace,
was seized by a band of revolution-
ists, protected by the guns of the
United States navy and erected into
a state overnight, which the presi-
dent promptly recognized as an in-

dependent nation. A gross offense
against a friendly republic which it
was helpless to resent.

Imperialism.
These and many other unwarranted

things that belong more to an em-

pire than a republic, have occurred
under the present administration, and

brought deep concern and alarm to

thoughtful and patriotic minds. They
must be regared as the first fruits
of imperialism, and show how fast
we are drifting toward absolutism
and centralized power. The effect
of the imperialistic tendency of the

republican party upon our foreign
affairs is in opposition to the teach-
ings of the founders of the republic,
and so impressed was Washington
with the importance of keeping aloof
from the affairs of other nations. that
in his farewell address he warned his
countrymen especially against for-

eign entangling alliances. Imper-
ialism is hurtful and abhorrent in a

free government and subversive of
free institutions. The policy of im-

perialism-if it can be said to have
a policy-is always dangerous to

liberty. Its powers are first exer-

cised in far off territory and on con-

quered people, but once adopted for

acquired and distant possessions, it
becomes, sooner or later, the rule
of the home government. Liberty
and free government have always
been secured at the cost of great sac-

rifices, but history teaches us that
both can be easily lost without the
knowledge of the people.

Tariff.
JOur federal constitution has ap-

propriated to the exclusive use of
the general government the power
of indirect taxation, covered by the

popular designation of "tariff duties."
In excluding the states from this do-
main of taxation, there is an implied
and wvise partition of the taxing
power between the states and. the
federal government. Except in the

exigencies of war the taxing power
has. been exercised by congress large-
ly in the direction of the imposition
of duties upon imports. No one ex-

pects to change this arrangement,
which has proven so convenient to

the general government and so con-

ducive to the interests of the states,

whose resort to other sources of rev-

enue is left untrammeled. Indirect
taxation, however convenient, needs.

by reason of its indirectness, to be
watchfully guarded, lest abuses

should attach themselves unknown

by the people.
That many of the existing tariff

rates are excessive and enable pow-
erful combinations to extort unjust
and oppressive tribute from the peo-

ple cannot be controverted. The
tariff is undoubtedly too high upon
such articles as enables the manufact-
urer to sell his products abroad
cheaper than at home. Steel rails

are a conspicuous example in this

respect. It is admitted that they
are being made for $15 a ton. A few

years ago they were freely sold in

this country for $17 a ton. They
are now selling at the mills here for

home consumption at $28 a ton, and
for the foreign market at from $i8
to $22 a ton. This unjust discrimi-
nation against our people is made
possible only by a tariff that on this

article is entirely too high.
The average selling price of a

hundred articles, taken principally
from the iron and steel list, is found
to be about 20 per cent. higher in
this country than abroad. Relief
from these conditions will only ,como
through the success of the democratic
party, which stands for a wise, con-

servative and gradual change in the
tariff laws, which will equalize the

burdens of taxation and make honest
competition possible. But in making
such changes its purpose will be to

labor and capital involved in indus-
trial enterprises.

Trusts.
It is estimated that there are in

the United States between two and
three hundred combinations of cap-
ital and corporate interests, known
as trusts, which have grown up in
the last few years under republican
rule. Some of them are so conduct-
ed as to be pernicious and harmful
to the general interest. With the
power they are able to exert, they can

lessen competition, control prices
and regulate to their own advantage
the law of supply and demand. In-
dividual effort is helpless against such
strong rivals, and the natural right
of all persons to barter and trade is
unnaturally restricted. The effort
of these trusts is to control or mo-

nopolize. and these monopolies, when
unrestrained, seem to produce condi-
tions which bring about strikes and
disorders, and disturb the business
affairs of the country.

Local Self-Government.
Local self-government, that came

to us not as the gift of the national
government, but as the legitimate
outcome of the reserve powers of
the states and of the people. is the
very corner stone of our political
structure, and the best assurance of
liberty regulated by law. It can on]y
be maintained by strict observance
of the limitations of the federal con-

stiti.ion. The democratic party has

always resisted, and will continue to

resist, the encroachment by its ene-

mies upon the fundamental rights of
the people of the several states. All

power comes from the people, and

should be surrendered only in the in-
terest of the people, and whenever
this power is used for selfish interests
it is not only an abuse, but usurpa-
tion.

Arbitration.
The declaration in the St. Louis

platform in favor of arbitration is
one that appeals to my sense of fair-
ness. Nations and states have em-

ployed to advantage this method of
settling disputed questions, states
have invoked its aid with good re-

sults, and individuals frequently have
resort to it in adjusting questions of
difference. The Hague Tribunal,
representing the sentiment of con-

ciliation, is the highest practical ex-

pression of intelligent thought on

this subject. The principles of ar-

bitration are the same whether gov-

erning in the great courts of nations
or applied in t-he affairs of industrial
life. Its permanent establishment
as a part of the industrial system 0f
the country, upon a basis of mutual
consent of all parties to a controver-

sy, wvould insure more friendly rela-
tions between employer and employ-
ed, for the interest of the wvorking-
man and the employer is identical.
It affords a safe and equitable method
of determining differences that may

arise, and has been called "a reason-

able ani'd natural mode" of settling
such disputes. The spirit of arbi-
tration is kindred to the love of law

and order. It is the arbiter of peace
instead of war, and makes for hap-
piness instead of sorrow.

Race Issue.
All lovers of their country must

deprecate the rehabilitation by the re-

publican party of a disappearing race

issue,'at a time when every effort
should be made to promote rather
than retard the progress which was

being made in the states where
slavery had existed, toward kindlier
relations between the two races. The

revival of this issue, with all its at-

tendant evils, must of necessity re-

tard the developmnent of the south-
ern states, wvhose people are strug-

gling manfully with conditions left

by the wvar, and seriously interferes
with the industrial progress of botn

races.
Fraud in the Public Service.

Peculation and fraud in the public
service under the present administra-
tion, especially in the post office de-

partment and land departments'.
reached such' proportions that knowvl-
edge of the evils practiced became

public property. Prosecutions nat-

urally followed but a thorough and

impartial investigation by congress.
proposed and urged by the democrat
ic minority, was refused by the re.
publicans at the mandate, it is be-
ieved, of the administration. Con-
gress adjourned earlier that at any

long session for many years for the

purpose. it is believed, of preventing
further agitation of the quesu1on, and

Civil Service.
Offices are created and filled in pur

suance of law to carry on the gov-
ernment and not to further party am-

bitions and the selfish purpuse of any

citizen. Many of the hundred thous-
and federal officeholders, servants of
all the people, while under salary, ar*

now vigorously, some covertly and
some openly, working and contribu-
ting in the present campign to secure

the success of the republican party,
in defiant violation of th( civil ser-

vice laws, rules and regulations. Sev-
eral members of the cabinet and
other officials of the government.
forsaking their duties and the depart-
ments at Washington, are spending
their time in making speeches and
using all the influence and power of

their official positions to elect their
chief.

Judge Parker.
The late democratic convention,

and its candidate for president, have

given signal exhibition of a mutual
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respect and confidence almost uT-

precedented in our p)olit;-al history.
and our party has receciled new in-

spiration and hope in its appeal to

the people, who always appreciate
and admire courage. character and
discretion in their leaders. Our
candidate has these qualities and can

be depended upon at all times to ob-
serve that self-control in speech and
action which is so necessary to safe
reasoning and sound judgment.
With unabated trust in the. effi-

ciency of the cardinal principles of
our great party when applied to the

practical administration of govern-
ment, to realize the blessings of peace
and prosperity for all, and believing
that the people will corr%-ct the pres-
ent abu;es of a'ministration by a

change of party in power. I await
with confidence the result of their
judgment at the polls.

Very truly yours,
H. G. Davis.
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