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THE COTTON SITUATION

Atlanta 'Constitution Advises Fa6f-
mers to Hold and Plant

Less.

Editorial Atlanti ~Constitution.
The government cotton statisti-

cians may not be far afield in their hit
or miss guesses as to the production
of 1904' The growing season, and
especially the harvesting season, was

ideal, and this fact, taken in conjunc-
tion with the large increase in the
acreage planted makes it certain that
the production records of all previous
years have been broken.

Let us admit, as a postulate, that
approximately 12,ooo,ooo bales have
been raised. That- anitif of cotton
is a moderate response to the de-
mands .of consumption following an

-exceedingly short crop year and ab-
normally -high prices. The manu-

facturing world :-eds 12,ooo,ooo bales
of cotton, and but for the bear panic-
makers would pay a fair price for it
-ten cents as a minimum.
The farmers have raised no over-

plus of cotton this year. Not a

bale. The demands of consumption,
the following manufacturing season,
will demonstrate the truth of this
assertion. Already more than a mil-
lion of bales of cotton in excess of
the normal movement up to this date
in previous years have been purchas-
.ed for the spinners at home and
abroad, and purchased, in the main,
at comparatively fair prices. Over

.-half of the entire crop had been
marketed at around ten 'cents before
the statistical panic was precipita-
ted.

If this proves anythings, it proves
two things, namely, that the mills,
at the outset of the cotton harvest,
with full knowledge that the crop
was a record-breakerq were ready to
take it at its normal value, and that,
but for the speculative gamblers, the
farmers would have continued to dis-
pose of the raw staple at practically
its normal value until the last bale
was marketed, notwithstanding the
redundant government statistics.

It is the plofessional bears and
market-squeezers that have played
the mischief, and a knowledge of the
inherent healthfulness of the situa-
tion, from the only logical stand-
point of suppWr and demand, should

- encourage the farmers who have not
yet sold their cotton to enter upon a

seige of holding with the utmost con-

fidence as to consequences. It is
one thing to gamble in futures and

* quite another thing to produce the
cotton. So far as the unsold portion

.of this year's crop is concerned-the
actual cotton-it is not figuring at
all in the fictitious figures on the
'change blackboArds. The farmer

-is* holding on to it until the dealers
in wind find out that wind is not cot-
eton, he will, as sure -as there is a
law of supply and demand, realize
.the honest value of his holding.
A general cotton holding move-

* ment was never more justifiable, not
for sentimental reasons, or because
the farmer is wrought up over the
market situation, but because the
world needs the cotton and will pay
its value-when it is forced to by the
real owners of the staple bringing
the speculators, who own nothing, up
with a short shrift. The only way
to do this to to hold to the cotton!
Let there be 12,000,00o bales-

there is not 1oo per cent, or more dif-
ference in value between the xo,ooo;-
ooo ba.les of last year and the 12,000,-

ooo bales of this year. There is
only one kind of -an argument of
possible economic logic by which such
a discrepancy could be arrived at.
The people of 'the earth continue to
wear clothes, and they have more

money with which to buy them than
ever before. The mills go right o:: in-
creasing the niGmber of their spindles
and there is nothing in prospect to
augu a falling off in the demand for

cotton manufactures the present
year. On the contrary, the high
prices and somewhat curtailed con-

sumption of the past year will in-
evitably result in textile trade stimu-
lation.' But the farmers do not need
to be forced to take 6 or 7 cents for
their raw cotton to stimulate the
manufactured product's market. Ten
cents would produce as favorable an

effect, and the :inners would not
hesitate to pay it now if the con-

fidence men who stand between them
and the farmers, to the demoraliza-
tion of the cotton market could be
chased off the field.
Let the cotton farmers of the south

stand together and hold fast for
better prices according to their pres-
ent plan of solidarity to that end.
They were never better able finan-
cially to hold their cotton than now.

The cotton will keep.
It is safe to say that no record

crop will be produced in the south
next season? The cotton grower
has a score to pay off with the spec-
ulative bears, and he will pay it next
fall. Production will be curtailed.
Concerted action has reduced the
cotton acreage in years past, and it
will reduce it next spring. The
held-over bales will sell ior a fair
profit when the new crop is put on

the market, if not sooner. No cot-
ton farmer should sacrifice his hold-
ings at present prices who is not
forced by the extremity of his pe-
cuninary necessities to seek the mar-

ket, and for all such there should be
relief in an iron-clad holding broth-
erhood. It is to fhe interest of cot-

ton holders to see that "distress cot-
ton" is kept off the market, and it
should be a part of the union plan to

stand behind the weak ones financial-
ly.
The co-operation should not be

confined to the farmers. It is the
duty oi every public-spirited citizen
in the cotton belt-of every'man who
knows that his self-interest in gen-
eral southern prosperity-to lend the
cotton holding movement his moral
and business support. Especially is

this true to our bankers and mer-

chants. We 'must all stand or fall
with the farmers.

If this is done-;- the unsold por-
tion of this year's crop.held and a

decreased acreage planted next

spring-there will be no repetition
in future of the great bear raid of
1904. Cotton values will become
remunerative and stable, as they
should be.
Meanwhile, let us hope that the

statistical system of the government
will be perfected, or at least modi-
fied on a strictly statistical basis,
with no more forecasting guesswork,
and no more approximation in lieu
of absent statistics. Let the gin-
ners go ahead with their organization
which proposes to co-operate with
the . census bureau by furnishing it
exact, sworn statistics of gin re-

ceipts. If the government must ac-

quaint the world with the condition
and volume of the cotton farmer's
crop, the only protection to the far-
mer in the system lies in the accur-

acy and frequency of report. This
must be had, at any expense, if the
plan of official bulletins is to per-
form its true function. The cotton
growers are not attacking the prin-
ciple of government reports; they
are criticising present methods.
An overhauling of the bulletin sys-

tem and its supplementation by ex-

tending the statistics to the actual
consumption of the raw staple each
year, the exportation figures, and the
surplus held over, as proposed in the
amendment to be offered by Con-
gressman Burleson, of Texas, will
go far to change cotton market con-
ditions in the future in favor of the
producer, who asks only that the law
of supply and demand be observed
in price-fixing.

The only thing nobody envies any-

WAR CLAIMS.

Letter From Quartermaster General
to Hon. Wyatt Aiken.

War Department, Office of the Quar-
,termaster General.
Hon. Wyatt Aiker., M. C., (92789)
U. S. House of Representatives.

Sir:
Referring to the letter herewith

from Mr. M. E. Barton, adjutant
Camp Jasper Howthorne, Easley, S.
C., dated December 12; 1904, brought
by you personally to this office, I
have the honor to inform you that
I know of only one existing law un-

der which claims can be paid by the
government for property taken by
United States troops during or sub-
sequently to the Civil war, an- this
law 'is the Act of congress approved
February 27, 1902, (expiring April 27,
1906) which authorizes the quarter-
master general of the army to in-
vestigate and pay- claims of paroled
ex-Confederate, soldiers for their
own army horses, mules and equip-
ment taken from them after the sur-

render by* federal troops acting or

presumably acting under orders.
For the investigation and adjust-

ment of these claims, certain regula-
tions were promulgated by the quar-
ter master general and approved by
the secretary of war. Under these
regul,tions the followihg is required:

1. Each claimant must state his
own claim under oath (the depart-
ment furnishes no blank forms for
the purpose), mailing it to the quar-
termaster general, U. S. A., Washing-
ton, D. C.

2.- In his affidavit he should state
his name, rank, company and the
regiment irn which he was- serving at

the time of the surrender, and by
whom officered.

3. The date and place of surrender,
and to whom surrendered.

4. That he was paroled at or after
the surrender, naming the paroling

officer, time and place. Written pa-
roles, if in existence, should be filed
with claims; otherwise, the sworn

testimony of two credible persons
(preferably soldiers,) knowing the
facts, must be submitted as proof.

5. That he was required to be
mounted for the performance of his
military duties, and that the proper-
ty taken was his own and that it was

being used in the Confederate ser-

vice at the time of the surrender and
was taken by United States troops
acting or presumably acting under.
orders, stating how, when and where
(and by whom if it is known) it was

taken. State value of each horse
or mule, saddle, bridle, blanket and
side arms.

9. At least two credible persons
(soldiers preferred) must corrobor-
ate all the claimant's statements in
essential particulars, stating how
their knowledge thereof was obtain-
ed.
7. If the soldier be dead, his

widow may make the claim. If both]
be dead, his child, or children joint-
ly; or if no children survive the sol-
dier, a parent may make the claim.
Allowance for one horse and equip-
ment is made to a private soldier and
two horses, equipment and side arms

to a commissioned officer.
8. All statements by the claimant

and witnesses must be under oath,
The credibility of each must be cer-
tified to by the official before whom
they make oath and his official seal
must be affixed to each affidavit.

Respectfully,
C. F. Humphrey,

Q. G., U. S. A.
By Geo. E. Pond,

A. Q. G., U. S. A.

It's pleasanter to be had with -n

easy conscience than good with an

uneasy one.

Some people are so jealous they
can even envy another for being di-

JOHN TEMPLE GRAVES.

Discussed in Oration the Nature and I
Mission of the Democratic

Party.

Cincinnati, Ohio. January 7.-John f(

Temple Graves, of Atlanta. Ga.. was a

chief orator at the Jackson day ban- \
quet of :he Duckworth club tonight. a

Speaking on "Definite L mocracy," t
he said: a

-In its nature and in its mission
the democratic party has been and I
must be a reform party and a radi- a

cal party. In the conditions which t

s.rrourd it now this mission and S

method becomes the price of its 0

popu'.arity and the necessity of its y

life. We have always failed and will t

always fail as a party of negation t

and a party of opposition. We have f
failed because we have been unfaith-
ful. P

'We have failed because we have a

trimmed and hesitated and strad- i

dled. We have failed because we s

have compromised with the appar-
ently successful doctrines of the re-

publican party and surrendered to b

men whose interests and convictions a

were so nearly akin to our political a

opgonents that they ought, in com-

mon honesty, to espouse the repub-
lican party to which they belong.
We have failed because in our po-
litical hunger for success we have P

imitated the platforms and pandered
to the powers of the opposi'td"party t

that hold the government. I

"Mr. President, the democratic par- 9

ty never had a clearer mission or a

brighter promise -than today. Defeat S

is discipline and disaster is educa- t

tion. Out of the wreck of our for- r

tunes we shall build a nobler and
more enduring usefulness. The
democratic party is going to be re- t

born, reformed-and reconsecrated to 1

the constitution and to popular f

rights and liberty. We cannot af- I

ford longer to be a party of mere d

negation, a party of opposition or I
servile imitation of the party in pow- C

er. We are going to believe some- 0

thing and we are going to do some-

thing. We cannot afford longer to

be a pa .y of creeds, not merely of t

hungry desires. We are going to
0quit crawling on our be1jies before 1

the juggernaults of power and we a

are going to quit truckling like
cowaf-ds to the shadow of merely
temporary success. We are going 3

to find and follow real leaders if C

we have to smash every state and~
annihilate every politician that has a

fattened upon our suffrages for 40 l

years. We are going to make a

platform that will be an open oppo- r
sition and bold challenge to republi- d

can creed everywhere."
t

Prize Cotton Yield.
Mr. C. A. Murph is the winner of ,

the prize of $ioo in gold offered by I
the First National bonk of Spartan-
burg, for the largest yield of cotton 3
on one acre of land. His yield~
amounted to 4,284 pounds of seed
cotton. Early last spring the bank
offered this reward and appointed a

committee and fixed rules and regu-
lations to govern the contest. This t

action was taken to -encourage and a

stimulate the spirit of intensive farm- e

ing in the county. There was from i
15 to 20 contestants. On January 2

the committee consisting of 3. S.i
Wingo, W. W. Murph, and T. J.
Moore, met in Spartanburg and de-.
cided Mr. C. A. Murph the winner.
The Fidelity Loan and Trust corn-

pany, the adjunct of the First Nation-
al bank, is offering a prize of $5o0
in gold for the best wheat yield on

one acre, which is exciting consider-
able interest among the grain grow-

Why is it that the man who takesi
a manutinal cold bath daily, alwaysi
brags about it at evry opportunity?
We've all had 'em.

ADDRESSED BY PRESIDENT.

[e Will Make a Number of Impor-

tant Speeches This
Winter.

President Roosevelt has accepted
)r this win:er several invitations to

ttend important functions, both in
Vashington and out of town. At
1I of them he will deliver addresses,
vo or three of which will be of not-

ble significance.
Last Thursday afternoon, at the
fational theatre, in Washington, he
ddressed the delegates to the Na-
onal Forestry congress. which as-

imbled on that day in tht armory
f the National Rifles. The speech
ras not prepared in advanct al-
iough the president already had
iought out hi-s remarks very care-

illy.
On Monday, the 3oth instant, the
resident will attend the exercises
t the naval academy, in Annapolis,
i:ident to the graduation of the
enior class of the institution. He
rill be accompanied to Annapolis
y Secretary Morton. The. exer-

ers of the naval affair§ committee of
nd will be rendered particularly not-
ble by the presence of the distin-
uished party, which will be aug-
iented by the attendance of mem-

'hiladelphia .to attend a dinner to be
oth the senate and the house of re-

resentatives.
In the afternoon of the same day
he president and party will go to

'hiladelphia to atttnd a dinner to be
iven in honor of President Roose-
elt by the Union League club. His
peech at that dinner will be impor-
ant. The president and party will
eturn to Washington that night.
The president will go to New
'ork on Monday, Ftbruary 13, to at-
end the dinner to be given in com-

iemoration of Lincoln's birthday by
he republican club, of New York.
"he birthday falls this .year on Sun-
ay, but it will be observed on the
3th. The president's address will
eal with the life, character and ti;ne
f the martyred president. Remain-
ig in New York that night and the
ext day, the president will be en-

ertained at dinner on the evening
f the 14th by the Hungarian Repub-
can club, of New York. He will
rrive in Washington on the morn-

igof the 15th.
It is to fulfill a promise, made six
ears ago, when he was governor
rfNew York state, that President
Wosevelt will be the principal guest
the annual dinner of the Hungar-
Republican club.

At the time the promise was

1adethe president was attending the
inner, and after the coffee Marcus

raun and the president of the or-

anization and several members were

alking to him.
"Will you come to our dinner
henyou are elected president of the
nited States?" asked Mr. Braun.
The then governor laughed. "Yes,"r

e answered, "when I am elected
resident of the United States I'
romise to attend the first banquet
ou give and to allow nothing to

tandin the way of it."
Mr. Braun and a committee frou
heclub came to Washington sooa

fter the election. They were receit
d, and after congratulating the pres-

enton the election the promise was

ecalled. "I will keep my prom-
se,"said the president. The 300
rembers of the Hungarian club and
heirfriends are now busy preparing
give the president a typical Mag-

'arreception and dinner.
The president will be the guest at
dinner on the night of March 17,

t. Patrick's day, given by the
'riendly Sons of St. Patrick, in New

ork. He will deliver a speech at
hedinner.

Soon after that, the date not hay-
ngbeen fixed definitely yet, the pres-
dentwill go to San Antonio to ab-
:endthe annual reunion of his oMd


