
THE BASEBALL C'URVE.

An Old Timer's Story of the Game
Who First Saw It.

Speaking about the early history
of basebal.l the other day, an old time

professional player said there were

many things noL known generally.
"There is, for instance, the matter

of curve pitching. Who pitehed the
tir: c:rve ball ? No don 't. name

any of the men that: won pennants
and got $10,000 a year. The pioneer
wasn', a profesional, but an amateur
-that is. he was an amateur until his
curves made him famous.
"His name was Arthur Cumminzs.

and he was a New York boy. a tall.
thin young fellow with .hair as blond
as a chorus girl's. How he came to
discover curve pitching I don't
know, but it was generally believed
afterward that he hit on it by acci-
dent. He tried it out for the first
time in 1S67 in a game between two.
scrub teams in Washington.

"'The famous Excelsior club of
New York was then visiting Wash-
ington as the guest' of the old Nation-
al club, and the two played a series
of games on the qld White lot. To-
ward the end of the series some one

suggested that the young New York-
ers who had come over from the Ex-
celsiors make up a scrub nine and
play a nine of Washington boys as a

sort of comic interlude.
"The suggestion was adopted, and

the New York nine consiste- of four
or five Excelsior substitutes and a

number of other young fellows,
among them Arthur Cummings. The
Washington nine was made up in the
main of players belonging to the
Junior Nationals, the crack amateur
team iof Washington.

"f ammin2-s was a rising young
pitcher, but no one thought that there
was anything remarkable about him,
and the Junior Nationals prepared
to knock him out of the box. But
when the first batsman fanned out
the Washingtonians began to look
surprised.
"'It's the darnd'est thing I ever

saw,' said this batsman. 'I struck
right out at all three balls, and every
one of them seemed to jump aside
just asi-t got near the plate. One

*jumped outward, another inward,
and the third seemed to rise. Maybe
T'm beginning to see things.'

"'It puzzled Jewell, the eatcher,
too, not to speak of Al Mills, -the

umgr.e. Jewell caught all of the balls
beas it was then the eustoni for
the catcher to stand far back and
catch on the first bounce, but it made
him dizzy.
"The second :basan of the Jun-

ior Nationals went to the bat and
walloped the air three times too. Al
Mills came up close to the plate to
see what was wrQfng. It looked to
him as if Cummings were wild.
" 'Just keep your head there.' he

said to the third batsman, 'and you
will get your base on halls.'
"This third batsman; had a steady

hand, :and,- sure enough, he got his
base on balls. Cumnming's pitched the
~ball, and it seemed to be coming
straight for the plate, when sudden-
ly. just as it was ten feet or so away,
it curved out and missed the plate by
a foot; Mil.ls called a ball.
"The next ball came straight on,

but the batsman, hoping to hit it
and profiting by his experienee,

'swung his bat far out.: But, instead
of curving out like the last one, it
seenied to jump. It crcssed the plate
on a level with the batsman 's eyes,
"That scared him, and he just

stood there without making a move

E~ntil a succession of wild balls sent
him to first base. The fourth bats-
man struck out so easily that it was

pathetic.-
"Well, sir, Cneimings began to get

more control over the ball after that
first inning, and Mills had to admit
that it was coming over the plate;
but except by accident, not a single
Junior National batsman could
touch it. It jumped; it sank; it
wabbled from side to si'de. Mills
rubbed his eyes and wondered how
the thing was done. Cummings mere-
lv smiled.

"In the fifth inning one of tahe Na-
tionals hv dufib luck landed o:1 the
sphere and drove it into the next
county. There were two men on

bases at the time, and the home run

brought them home. That gave tire
Nationals three runs.. So far as I
know. they made no other runs in
the whole game.
"After it was all over the whole

town buzzed about Cummings' queer
pitchin.g. As for him, he was as sil-
ent as the grave.
" 'How du you make the ball

curve?' asked a hundred persons.
" 'Does it curve?' Cnmming.z

would say innocent-like.
"And then ire would shut up and

become a clam.
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Another Big Cloak Sale.
One hundred more of those Castor, long 50 f nch Cloaks t..) go on sale

Wednesday morning at $4 9S. You can't match this Cloak in Newberry
for less than $S 30.

100 long 50 inch Cloaks, black, tan and castor, nicely trimmed with

braid, all sizes from 32 to 44, take your choice for $7.50. You can't

match this $7 50 Cloak for less than a $io.oo bill.

All $12.50, $15.00 and $16.50 Cloaks marked to one price, $9 98.
Don't throw away your money, look at the Cloak values here before

you buy.
5 doz. Children's Refers in garnet, blue and 1 rown, worth $r oo, $1.25 a

and $1 5e, choice 65c. each.

A Big Blanket Sale.
Wednesday morning at 9 o'clock will place on sale one hundred pair

North Carolina 10-4 Wool Blankets, beautiful blue and pink borders,
not a pair in the lot worth less thau $5 oo, as long as the zoo pair lasts,
one pair to each buyer at only the pair $3.49. Coine quick.

Be you a looker or a buyer, come a+i c
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850 Men's Overcoats for $5.50 Each.
ioo Men's Overcoats with a big storm collar,

South Carolina Heaters is what we call em', you
can't ma'ch this Overcoat in all Newberry for

less than $8 50, here goes for only a $5 0o bill.

50 Men's fine heavy Melton Over-coats worth
elsewhere $12 50, here goes for $8 50.

50 Men's Cravenett Raii Coats worth $12.50
a. d $15 oo el'sewhere, here goes for $10.oo. '

A tremendous lino ( f Overcoats to select from
and must be sold.

Cut Price Shoe Sale.
2oo pairs Men's Brogan Shoes worth $1.5o and

$1.75, tor this week only $1 25.
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the power of our matchless low prices. Are y item. Not how much, but how little
:arts in motion again Wednesday morning

Everything at Cut Price.
Don't be misled, come direct to Mimnaugh's where your dollars do

double duty.
i case Androscoggin Bleaching (limited) ro yds to each buyer ioc. yd.
i case Standard Percales, plenty of red and blue, u5c kind at only ide
Godd Turkey Red Table Damask, worth 35c, here only 19c yd.
Standard Table Oil Cloth, instead of 25c, here only 15c.
20 pieces Old Kentucky Buck Skin all wool Jeans, 35c, here only 22C.
200 Rugs, 4x4, worth Soc and 75c, here goes 35c each or 3 for $i.oo.

A Big Cotton Blanket Sale. '
Five cases go on sale at just half price.
59c, 98c, $r.25, $1.49 and $1.98, not a pair in the lot thats not worth

double the price.
A Big Dress Goods Sale.

Every yard of Black and Colored Dress Goods marked down for this

big sale. If you can't come send by a friend. These bargains will soon
melt away. Did you know more people trade at Mimnaugh's thangin
any other store in Newberry.

the biggest Dry Goods, Millinery,, Cloth-

I. ..
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