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* SCHOOL FINANCES *

* IN SOUTH CAROLINA. *

To the Editor of The Herald and
News: In my last letter I discussed
the distribution of the constitutional
three mill tax, and suggested a defi-

nition of enrollment which would
make the distribution contribute to

school efficiency. I now wish to dis-
cuss the practical difficulties which
confront the school authorities of
South Carolina in the present method
of apportionment, and its moral ti,-

dencies.
The constitution provides that the

3-mill tax shall be apportioned
among the districts of the county in
which it is raised on the basis of en-

rollment, and leaves to the legislature
Y the definition of enrollment. The leg-

islature has defined enrollment as

"Ten days attendance during the
previous scholastic session." Under
this definition a pupil who attends
school for less than ten days should
not be enrolled and should not secure

recognition in the distribution of the
three mill tax. The actual number of

pupils who at one time or another at-
tend school during any scholastic go.
sion is usually greater than the legal
enrollment" was 3,668. This is typical
nual report of the Columbia schools
for 1908-09 the toal number of pupils
enrolled, in the ordinary sense of the
term, was 333. The "legal ten day
enrollmen" was 3668. This is typical
of actual conditons all over the State

Since the amount of money avail-
able from the three mill tax for the
maintenance of schools in any district
is dependent on the enrollment, it is
to the pecuniary interest of the trus-
tees to secure as large an enrollment
as possible for at least the minimum
period of ten days. The teacher at
the end of each month makes on the
back of her pay warrant duplicate a

report to the county superintendent
of education, who approves the war-

rant for the teacher's salary. At the
end of the-year each teacher is sup-
posed to make an annual report of the
total number of pupils enrolled, and!
of certain other data indicated by the
standard forms provided by the State
department of education. This report
is transmitted through the district
board of trustees, who alone have the
oppotunity to check its accuracy. The~
teacher very soon finds out that the
district board of trustees is more con-
cerned that there should be a large
enrollment than that there should be
an accurate statement of facts. In
consequence, the enrollment reported
frequently includes every child who
has been present even for one day
during the school session. In fact
there are teachers in South Carolina
who through ignorance of the legal
provision, without desire to defraud,
report the entire list of pupils as the
legal enrollment.
The Law is especially subject tb

abuse by negro teachers. As is well-
-known in South Carolina, the district

funds are not divided among the
schools of the district improportion to
enrollment, but every negro child
counts in securing funds for the dis-
trict. The negro schools afford the
best opportunity for padding the~
rolls. In fact, a contract with negrc
teachers is not infrequently made in.
South Carolina in which the salary!
to be received by the teacher is de-
pendent on the number of children
enrolled. The report of the teacher
is usually received and transmitted
without correction, with a result
which can be easily imagined. Re-
cently I visited a negro school in
South Carolina in which I found nine
children present. I asked the teach-
er for his record book. Although it!
was the closing day of school, he
handed it to me with the statement
that he had just made it out that,
morning. He had enrolled 88 chil-!
dren. There were no marks in .the
book to indicate the number of days'
each child had been present. I askeai

Shim for the daily record which he had
kept, and he produced from his pock-
et another book which contained
merely the names of the pupils. I
called his attention to the legal deni-
nition of enrollment in the front of
the register, and asked him how h?
expected to ascertain how many of
his pupils had been present ten days.
He replied: "Well, sir, I just guesses
at it." In the afternoon I called on
the chairman of the district board,
who candidly told me that he had in-
structed the teachers of his district
to enroll everybody who appeared at
the school house during the sassion.
and to get as many of them~s they
could. There are districts in th
State in which negro schools aro

opened up for brief periods of time i:
two or three Fections of a district for'
the expr'er. nurpose of in eeing the

a,dvantazg ini the distribui:. o f the~
~ountyV fu'r..
E 'en' in .sc::nni:cz the rowr.1&

cities of South Cazolina, o. et

are only to be explained on the theory
that the enrollment has been padded.
The county superintendents of South
Carolina make annual reports to th?
State superintendent of data concern-

ing the finances and the general con-

dition of the schools. Most of thes?
county superintendents will tell you
plainly to place no reliance on th-i
accuracy of the enrollment and at-
tendance statistics as given in these
reports. They must accept them as

presented by the teachers and district
trustees. Nevertheless, upon the data
in these reports the money of the
county is distributed. Last year
153,807 white children and 181,075
negro children were enrolled in the
public schools of South Carolina.
More than a million and a half dol-
lars paid annually by the people of
the State is distributed largely upon
the unchecked reports of ignorant
and often unprincipled negro teachers
who, in many cases, as indicated
above, have been given the strongest
possible incentive to lie. It Is hard
for the honest teacher and trustee in
the county to tell the truth when they
realize that the rolls of other dis-
tricts are padded for the purpose of

securing an unfair advantage. Any
system which does not check criti-
cally the figures on which money is
apportioned and which rewards the
liar for his effort will inevitably drag
down the moral standard, and make
liars out of truthful men. The morals
of a community are not safe as long
as the honest man can say truthfully:
"The wicked flourish as, the green bay
tree." We can not expect to incL .ate
honesty and public morality in South
Carolina as long as our laws in their
operations encourage this miserable
graft in the very institutions which
train our children.
A Proposed Remedy for the Condition.
How shall we remedy this deplor-

able state of affairs? The first remedy
is the removal of the county superin-
tendent from politics, and the estab-
lishment of this office on some such
basis as that indicated in former let-
ters. The county superintendent
must e able to spend all of his time
in the schools, and must receive a

salary which will enable him to do
this. His position must be made
stable enough to enable him to do his
duty faithfully and fearlessly.
The second remedy is to change the

definition of enrollment to coincide
with the total days attendance, as
indicated in my last letter. The re-
port of the teacher to the county sup-
erintendent of education should indi-
cate the number of children present
each day during the school month and
the total attendance for the month.
It is impossible for anybody to check
enrollment according to the present
definition. It is possible, however,
for the county superintendent, or oth-
er supervising officer, to visit the
school at intervals, to count the chil-
dren present, and to form an intelli-
'gent idea of the attendance.

In the third place, the figures on
which the money is apportioned
should be published for the informa-
.tion of the districts of the county. The
mere publication of records would be
sufficient to correct in a large meas-
ure the grosser violations of the law.
At heart the people of South Caro-

lina are honest and truthful. I be-
lieve that they would welcome a law
which would divide the school funds
equitably, and which would secure
truthfulness in reports. The present
condition is the direct result of a sys-
tem which rewards lying by increased
appropriations and punishes honesty
by a reductioni in school funds. Such
a system, if long enough continued,
would corrupt a Methodist conference
or a Presbyterian synod. In no other
department of the State finances is
there such laxity shown. How much
longer can we afford such an unbusi-
ness-like proceeding in the schools of
the State which are supposed to train
our children in personal honesty and
civic righteousness?

W. K. Tate.
State Supervisor of Elementary Rur-;

al Schools.

"LILY WHITE" MEETING.

Capers May Issu~e Call for Convention:
of Republicans to be Held Here

This Mlonth.

Washington, Oct. 4.-John G. Ca-
pe*rs, of Washington, Mart Floyd,
postmaster, of Spartanburg, and L.
W. C. Blalock, of Goldville, arrived in
Washington today from New York.
where they attended John Hays Ham--
mond's dinner to the National Repub-
lican league Saturday night. Prior to
the trip to New York, Mr. Floyd had
attended thi' meeting of the National
Association of First Class Postmas-

'crs at Richmond. being the only
'at' Caroina postmaster present. It

iss: oznght that a call may be

Subsribo, for The Herald and get
the Nw.

THI
At

RES(
Loans and Discounts
Furniture and Fixtures
Real Estate -

Overdrafts, Secured anc

Cash on hand and with

JNO. M. KINARD,
President

4 BRU

We have :

lot of Hai
e-s very low

give you i

purchase.
*at a glance
is away a
have been

Ii Gilder I
THE RIGHT

Dull Seas
Every Artcile Priced W%

Trade. Take Advant;

Purchase Your Fai a
You WILL !
The Short Cotton Croi

ward. We force pr

ALL OUR FALL Al
were bought before oti
of going North. We
market value and Not
Quality. The first chIchaser. This is YOU]
Come! We need n

owe. A cordial greeti

'rbeen known to fail. It L3 equally
vaubefor children a 11 a l its, andi

ee.tispleasant to take. Sold by

1896.

REPORT OF THI

E COMME
OF NE

the Close of Busine
Condensed from Report

)URCES:
. - - $375,021.94
. . - 3,116.93

. . . 9,750.00
l Unsecured - 2,709.27
Banks . - 35,553.86

$426,152.00

401o Paid on Si
The Bank That Alw

0. B.

SHES
ecured a large a

Brushes ata4
price and will
e benefit of the
You will see
that the price
ider what you ('

paying for them$

& Weeks
DRUG STORE

on rices
y Down to Stimdlate flhe
ige of Our Low Prices

ldWinter Goods Now
SAVE Money
will force prices Sky-
ices DOWNWARD.

ID WINTER GOODSg
ier merchants dreamed
bought below present
ing but the BEST In

oice to the early pur-
t.opportunity.
oney to pay what we
g to all.

attner
Dysentery is a dengerous disease,

but can; be cured. Chamberlain's
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy
Iha been successf!:lly used in nina[epidmice. ot' dyenter Tt has nev-

-.1910

" CONDITION OF

,RCIAL BA
WBERRY, S.
;s September 22, 19
of State Bank Examiner.

LIABIL

Capital Stock -A-
Surplus and Undivided Pr<
Dividends Unpaid
Cashier's Checks -

Bills Payable
Deposits - - -

wings Deposits.
tys Treats You Right.

MAYER,
ice-President.

JOHN I
Takes great pleasu
people of Silver Str
he is prepared as n
them with the mos

GNERAL N
WAGONS A

BUYS COTTON A
COFFINS Al
A full line of Coffi
always kept on har

SILVER ST

Good News
"I write to tell you the

Igood news that Cardui
Ihas helped me so much
Iand I think it is just
worth its weight in gold,"
wrtes Mrs. Maryan Mar-

shall, of Woodstock, Ga.
"1 do hope and trust

that ladies who are suffer-
ing as I did, will take
Cardui, for it has been a
God's blessing to me, and
will certainly help every
lady who is suffering."
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Take
SThe Woman's TonIc

No matter if you suffer
from headache, backache
Ipains in arms, shoulders
and legs, dragging-down
feelings, etc., or if you
feel tired, weary, worn-
out and generally miser-
able-Cardti will help you.

It has helped thousands
of other weak, sick ladies
and if you will only give
it a trial, you will be
thankful ever after.

ITook All His MIoney.
Often all a man earns goes to doc-

tors or for medicines, to cure a stom-
ach, Liver or Kidney trouble that Dr.
Kings New Life Pills would quickly
cure at slight cost. B3est for Dyspep-
sia. Indigestioni, Eilliousness, Consti-
paion, Jaundice, Malaria and Debil-

it.-. 2~>c at w. E. Pelham & Son's.
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Fail Seed Catalog
nlow ready, gives the fullest

information about all

Seeds for the
Farm and Garden,

Grasses and Clovers,
Vetches, Alfalfa,
Seed Wheat, Oats.
Rye, Barley, etc.
Also tells all about

Vegetable & Flower Seeds
that can be planted in the fall to
advantage and profit, and about

Hyacinths, Tulips and other
Flowering Bulbs, Vegetable and

Strawberry Plants, Poultry
Supplies and Fertilizers.
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T. W WOOD & SONS,
SSeedsmenl, - Richmond, Va.

IBEFORE ordering MAGAZINES getE
our big clubbing catalogue and spe-

cial offers and save MONEY.
SC'HERN SUBSCIPTION AGENCY,
(A Postal Card will do.) Raleigh, N. C.
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LEAVE THE FARM?
Make home life attractive with a good

annothing wl insre your boy andail
more to cherish honme and invite their young
friends to share their joys than music.
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AND RG. M.DE, and( at low priCes and

Write u.- at onice for catalog and for spacial
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Gonto the circus today.


