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HALLEY'S COMET

RETURNS TO VISIT US ONCE

MORE.

Fiery Planet Visible Each

Morning.

CAN BE SEEN WITH THE NAKED

EYE ABOUT THREE O'CLOCK

IN THE . MORNING DISTIN-

GUISHED WRITER TELLS IN

TERESTING STORY ABOUT THIS

HISTORICAL . COMET NAMED

FOR CELEBRATED ENGLISH-

MANAPPEARANCE ON SCHED-

ULED TIME.

In the Anrll ICth issue of the "Sat
urday Evening Post" Mr. Waldemar
Kaertfpffert writing aoout nauey a

comet says:
Thirlner the month. of August, 1909,

every telescopic camera of the world
was directed toward the Twins, part-

ly as a matter of astronomical routine,
but chiefly because in that particular
region of the sky the first photo-

graphic glimpse of Halley's comet
might be obtained. It fell to the lot
of a distinguished German astrono-
mer, Dr. Max ' Wolf, of Heidelberg,
whose special branch is celestial pho-

tography, to discover that famous ce-

lestial wanderer on September 11, '09.

almost exactly where he hoped to find

it. To an unpracticed eye the comet
would have seemed like every other
speck of light on his negative. Even
the skilled Wolf detected it only by
its movement; for it. was never In the
same relative position on two plates
exposed twenty-fou- r hours apart. On

all these early photographs the comet
was anything but that fearsome ob-

ject which alarmed humanity when
it first flashed Into visibility ages ago,

and reappeared at more or less reg-

ular intervals of seventy-fiv- e to seven-

ty-eight years. What Wolf saw on

his plates was merely an Inconspicu-

ous white blur, not much larger than
a plnhead, and unadorned with that
tail which has ever been regarded as
a comet's most striking characteristic.
As it rushed on toward the earth and
the sun at the speed of three million
miles a day a speed that will in-

crease as it approaches the sun the
comet, became te'escopicaWv visible in
October. Soon after, distortions were
detected which were the first signs
of a tail that will stream brilliantly
bfhind the comet when it Is revealed
to the naked eye.

Because comets, unllike the planets,
are not confined to any one section of
space, an Inquiring mind may well
ask: TTow did Wolf know where
to direct his telesconic camera, a.n--

how did he know what the shifting
speck of light on his negatives really
was?

Unlike most bodies of its kind, Hal-ley'- s

is a periodic comet. It swings
around the sun at fairly regular inter-
vals and is as much a part of our
solar system as the Earth, Mars, Jupi-

ter or Venus. It has not only a per-lo- d

of revolution but a history which
is Intimately identified with the his-

tory of civilization for It blazed In
the sky when William of Normandy
conquered England in 10C6, when the
Turks were at war with Christendom
in 145, when the great reformation
of Europe was at its height in 1531,
when Jamestown was settled in 1607,

when Louis XIV was fighting his
enemies in 10S2, and when the Seven
Years' War of English history was in
full blast in 1759.

Two mathematicians of the Green-
wich Observatory, Messrs. Cowell and
Crommelin have made a special study
of these past appearances. Arduous
Is a word which but mildly expresses
the character of their labors. A
comet is pulled this way by one planet
and that way by another, for which
reason its path through the heavens
is both devious and uncertain. Be-

sides the perturbations of the known
planets, allowance had to be made for
disturbances caused by planets that
probably drift In space far beyond
the orbit of Neptune 2,791,600,000
miles distant from the sun and
which may never be seen except In
the mind's eye of the mathematician.
Despite all these uncertain factors
there was not a minute since Its last
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REV. R. E. J0NE6, D. D.,

Editor of The Southwestern Christian Advocate, of the Methodist Epts-copa- il

Church ,who addressed the Meharry Graduating Class at the Ityman
Auditorium April 14th!

appearance, in 1835, that Cowell and
Crommelin could not have laid a
mathematical finger upon Halley's
comet. That is why they had only to
say to the astronomers of the world:
"Point your telescopes to right ascen-
sion 6 hours, 18 minutes and J.2 sec-

onds, and declination 17 degrees, 11
minutes on September 11, 1909, and
vou will find Halley's comet within a
few seconds of that spot." And that
is why Wolf was not blindly groping
in space for a comet when he sys-
tematically photographed the Twins.
Right ascension and declination are
the astronomical equivalent of longi-
tude and latitude. Hence the finding
of Halley's comet is very much like
telling a navigator to sail for an is
land in longitude 105 degrees east of
Greenwich, and latitude 5 degrees
north.

It was Edmund Halley, Newton's
most intimate friend and adviser,
who first succeeded in plotting a com-
et's orbit and bringing into mathemat-
ical harmony with the rest of the
universe a class of bodies that had
terrified mankind for ages. Newton's
law of gravitation, so new a discovery
in those days that It was not yet seri-
ously accepted by the world, taught
that comets must move in orbits
which are parabolas, hyperbolas or el-

lipses, all of them curves obtained by
cutting a cone in different ways. The
comets that move in parabolas and
hyperbolas visit us once and disap-
pear forever in the depths of space;
but the comets that travel' along el-

lipses which are closed curves may
reappear again. It occurred to Hal-le- y

that the comets of 1531, 1607 and
1CS2, separated by an interval of seven-

ty-five years, might really be the
same body moving in an elliptical or-

bit. His computations, quite as re-

markable for his day as Cowell and
Crommelln's for ours, so firmly con-

vinced him that they were the same
body that he ventured the prediction
of a reappearance In 175.S. Past the
prime of life when he made his pre-
diction, and realizing that he would
never live to see its fulfillment, he
left behind him this patriotic plea
for recognition:

Wherefore, if according to what we
have already said It should return
again about the year 1758, candid
posterity will not refuse to acknowl-
edge that this was first discovered
by an Englishman.

With poetic fitness the comet blazed
forth on Christmas day, 1758, and can-

did posterity has ever since called it
Halley's comet. It reappeared faith-
fully in 1835 and is scheduled to
swing around the sun on April 20,
1910. Three or more exact observa-
tions made on different dates will
show just how much a comet's course
will swerve from a straight line. On

(Continued on Page 8.)
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STRONG PLEA

BY R.E. JONES, D.D., TO MEHAR-

RY GRADUATING CLASSES.

DISCUSSES "TRIANGLE OF LIFE"

POINTS THE WAY TO TRUE

SUCCESS IN LIFE ADVOCATES
SELF-RESPEC- T, SELF-KNOWLEDG- E

AND

THAT SUCH A POLICY
WOULD BE SAFE AT ALL TIMES

PAYS GLOWING TRIBUTE TO

DEAN HUBBARD PERSONAL
WORD TO GRADUATE.

When a triangle is spoken, of the
mind at once forms a picture of an
area bounded by three sides. These
sides may or may not be equal. My
subject is ibased on, the principle of
an equilateral, having all sides and
all angles equal. Any one side could
be the base and still the relative posi-
tions of the other two would be the
same. Remove a side and you re-
duce the area to nothing and destroy
the figure. All the ' principles thus
involved in an equilateral triangle are
illustrated in my subject. There are
certain principles of life and of Hiving
that are essential. While there may
be differences of opinion as to the
finer arts of life, still there can be no
difference of opinion as to the funda-
mentals. The triangle of life which
I desire to leave with you has for Its
three sides, e, self-respe-

and self-contro- l. The area this
incloses will be an honorable and suc-
cessful life. These are equal sides,
taking self-knowled- as the base.
Tennyson,, the immortal, encouched
these three principles in the follow-
ing strong and choice language:
"Seltaeverence, e, self-contro- l,

These three alone lead life to sover-
eign power."

the highway of the world's life are to
be found monuments commemorating
ideals approached and attained and
as well wreckages of shattered hopes
and aspirations. Governments have
risen and fauen; monarchs crowned
and dethroned; principles enunciated
and disproved; laws enacted and re-

pealed; inventions patented and laid
aside all in the effort of adjustment
to life Ideals. There has been clash
between Intelligence and ignorance;
between the strong and the weak; be--

I

j tween wealth and poverty; between
i high and low; between righteousness
and sin indeed, all the records of

I the world's life contain but the ac--j

count of man's adjustment to his
ideal and to the rights and privileges
of society.

This school is maintained by the
church and the state and directed by
this cultured and splendid faculty for
the proper adjustment of this stu-

dent body to the forces of this na
tion and worQd so that each Individ-- 1

ual may contribute his not" in the
mighty chorus of the psal!m of Ufa.
a note that shall be perfect in tone
as well as harmonious in pitch to all
others. He would be a traitor to the
sentiment of this occasion who did
not at least attempt to furnish some
light or stimulus that will aid those
who are about to go out of school life
into life's school in order that they
may be somewhat the better prepared
for the duties of life and for the re-

adjustment that must certainly take
place. The making of man was the
climax of God s creation and every-
thing that exists has consciously or
unconsciously partaken of the pur-

pose of the divine government in this
world, namely, the building of man.
Our very existence, therefore, de-

mands, that we be our best selves,
and those who are about to enter
upon life's battles should know that
that which awaits them will tax their
utmost strength and they will most
successfully meet the conflicts of life
who have Ibest prepared themselves.
Days that are yet to be born will be
fraught with new privileges as well
as new responsibilities. Society is
to be reformed; - the oppressed made
free; governments made purer;
standard of moral life lifted; the dark
sky of ignorance dispelled and the
kingdom of grace advanced. For all
this and more there must be genuine
manhood and womanhood, which
must take of heredity, environ-
ments and the opportunities that are
afforded. Art, music, flowers, beauti-
ful landscape, science and religion,
exist for the glorification and eleva-
tion of mankind. The plant Is but
the crystal izatlon of soil, water and
air through an evolutionary process.
Man must, therefore, partake of life
that Is about him in all of its phases
and thus evolve a full blown crea-

ture In tastes and culture after the
similitude of God. The building of a
man is the task of the centuries. By
so much that enters into the build-
ing by so much will he be.

Here is our
.

problem Given a soul
- i i auoq enaowea,capabilities,

row can soui best conservV hap- -

piness and well being for himself and
helpfulness to society. It is to oe
hoped that if the triangle of life does
not give a solution satisfactory to all,
it will, nevertheless, be a means of
helpfulness to many a struggling soul
ascending the heights of life.

Let us take first, as the base, our
triangle e.

At this point the words of Whit-tie- r

in that searching poem, "My
Soul and I." are very appropriate:
"Stand still, my Soul, in the silent

dark
I would question Thee
Alone in the shadow drear and stark,
With God and me."

He who would have success in life
must know himself better than he
knows anyone else or anything else.
Let him take himself to the dissecting
room and bar the door until he stands
alone in his own presence, and there
probe to the very seat of life and an-

swer these questions: Who am I?
Who am I by capability, by weak-
ness, by Inspiration? Whence am
I? This Involves the question of
heredity, environments and all nat-

ural limitations. Whither go I?
Whither go I in aspirations as the re-

sult of who I am and whence I come?
What am I good for? This is, what
can I do by the reason of having been
so born and so lifted and so moved by
aspiration? What can I best do? The
individual must become thoroughly
acquainted with himself. Know the
history that is behind him. The
depth oq- - height of heredity from
which he has been digged. Thorough-
ly tamiliar with his environments,
conscious of the forces and of all the
currents of life that are about him.
He shall take his bearing, find a
known point, and that point In him-

self, and from the known proceed to
the unknown. He shall know his
likes and dislikes, his passions and
desires. Know the deepest yearnings
of his nature in clouds and in sun-

shine. Know himself unddr all cir-

cumstances, whether amid the
throngs that applaud or In lonliness
that discourages; know himself in
time of battles as well as In peace;
know his points of strength, as well
as his points of weakness; know what
he can do and what he cannot do.
Should we attempt to discuss the fail-

ures of men because they were not
conscious of their powers, or the

on Page 8.)

C. M. E. BISHOP

ELECTION THE ABSORBING

QUESTION

That Will Come Before

General

CONFERENCE MEETING CON-VENE- S

MAY 4 MANY PROMI-NEN- T

CANDIDATES TO SELECT
FROM RACE EXPECTED TO BE

HEATED ONE SPECULATION AS

TO THE NUMBER THAT WILL
BE ELECTED MANY MATTERS
OF GREAT IMPORT WILL COME

BEFORE THE CONFERENCE.

From all indications and from what
can be learned here and there, it
seems that the problem of the bish-
opric that is to come before the gen-
eral conference of the C. M. E. Church,
which .will convene in Augusta, Ga.,
on May 4, is by no means entirely
solved. Within the past eight days
there seemms to have been a general
shifting of positions and, in some In-
stances, a change of sentiment as to
the probable successful candidates for
the various positions to be filled by
election at the conference. There are
some nice plums to be handed out by
the conference and It seems that the
delegates are looking with an eagle's
eye for the competent ones rather
than the prominent ones, as some
thin'k.

There is not a general office, how
ever prominent it may loom up, that
is more desirable than that of bish-
opric. While many of the members
of the connection admit the compe-
tency of a host of divines, yet only
a small number will be considered in
May. There is a lot of work to come
before the conference; a number of
officers to be elected, and possibly the
reorganization of the operation of all
the church work. For instance, there
will be a secretary of the Epworth
League, the leading candidate for
this position being Dr. J. W. Lewis,
of Texas; a financial secretary, which
is a splendid berth and which is being
sought by Rev. G. I. Jackson, whose
long pastorate of Caper's Chapel
makes him well known in Nashville;
a missionary secretary, which seems
to be in the grasp of Rev. Dr. West;
a church extension fund secretary,
now held by Rev. R. S. Stout, D. D.,
with headquarters at Little Rock,
Ark.; an editor of the Christian In-

dex, which position is now held by
Rev. R. T. Brown, with Rev. R. A.
Carter, D. D., of Atlanta, Ga., as an
aspirant. However, with all of this,
there is the liveliest interest in the
selection of the bishops, the results
of which will not be known until the
ballots are counted.

There are some very important di-

vines mentioned as likely to wear this
exalted title; a recount and another
canvats bringing out the names of
Rev. J. W. McKinney, A. M., D. D.,
of Sherman, Texas, a presiding elder
of the Fort Worth District; Rev. R.
T. Brown, D. D., editor of the Chris-
tian Index, Jackson, Tenn., who is
serving his second term as editor;
Rev. R. S. Stout, D. D., Secretary of
the Church Extension Board, of Lit-
tle Rock, Ark., as the three leaders.
There seems to be a great difference
of opinion as to which two of this
leading trio will be landed. A prom-
inent member of the connection ven-
tures the assertion that they will be
elected in their order named, while
another claims they will start from
the last and stop at the second. How-eve- r

this may be, the congest prom-
ises to be close and interesting.

A goodly number of the delegates
passed through Nashville en route to
Augusta. Such well-know- n bishops as
L. II. Ilosley, of Atlanta, Ga.; Isaac
Lane, of Jackson, Tenn.; R. S. Wil-
liams, of Augusta, Ga; Ellas Cottrell,
of Holly Springs, Miss., and C. II.
Phillips, of this city, will be there.
Among others who are known to bo
workers in the coming conference are
Drs. L. II. Brown, of Louisville, Ky.;
C. L. Brown, o! Georgia; J. Winston,
of St. Louis, Mo.; C. H. Phillips, Jr.,
of Tyler, Tex.; Prof. Isaac Lane, Jr.,
of Jackson, and T. J. Mopplns, of this
city, the present pastor of Caper's
Chapel.

(Continued on Page 5.)


