
NEGRO FARMERS

HOLD CONFERENCES IN ALA-

BAMA AND MISSISSIPPI

Utica, Miss, and Tuske- -'

gee Entertained.

MEN AND WOMEN GATHER AND

TELL WHAT THEIR EXPERI-

ENCES HAVE BEEN EXCHANGE

OF THOUGHT NEARLY TWO

THOUSAND AT TUSKEGEE EX-

PERTS DEMONSTRATE THE SCI-

ENTIFIC POINTS IN FARMING-INTEREST- ING

STORIES TOLD

ABOUT THE BARNYARD.

Utica, Miss., Jan. 13 A strong,
common sense address to Negro farm-
ers by William H. Holtzclaw, princi-
pal and founder of tne Utica Normal
and Industrial Institute, remarkable
stories by individual Negro farmers,
who told of their efforts to purchase
land and educate their children, and a
sane, .conservative public address to
the farmers and visitors assembled
were the principal features of the sev-
enth annual Farmers' Conference
which was held at the Utica Institute
yesterday.

In' his address to the farmers which
began the exercises, Prof. Holtzclaw
explained the object of the conferences
to be an honest effort on the part of
the institution to be of some service
to the people of the community. He
gave some pointed advice to his race.
Shiftlessness, idleness, being always
in debt, were strongly condemned by
the prominent educators, , and on the
other hand he told his Audiences if
they wanted to enjoy prosperity they
must get it just as other people.

thrift, economy and morality. With
these you must mix a good degree of
foresight." He said, "For nearly fifty
years you have been renting lands
and you have worked it until you
have literally worked it to death;
yet there are some in this house to-

day who are not worth one cent more
than they were forty-eig- ht years ago.
We got into the habit of believing
that the world is against us, that the
white man is making an effort to keep
un down. There is nothing in the
world to keep the high-spirite- d Negro
from measuring up to the highest
standard of citizenship. In this ef-

fort we have always the personal as-

sistance of the best white people in
the various communities. I have nev-

er found one white man, whose opin-

ion amounted to anything in the con
munity, who was opposed to Negroes
being respectable, progressive citi-

zens. On the other hand, I know
them by the thousands who have help-
ed the Negroes to buy and attain re-

spectable places as citizens."
The personal experience of many of

the unlettered Negro farmers, who
have been inspired by the institution
in its efforts to relieve their condi-
tions formed by far the most interest-
ing portion of the conference program.
Several hours were taken up in the
personal experience of various farm-
ers, most of whom declared that they
received their inspiration from the
school teachings. Pleasant McGadney,
Isaiah Marshall, Daniel Lee, Daniel
Griffin, Henry Samples and many
other farmers who have struggled
'hard until they are now in comforta-
ble situations gave such testimony.

The following seemed to be the
general opinion of all those present:
"It cannot be expected that Negroes
remain on the farm from year to year
receiving scant wages, and getting
this only once a year with no educa-
tional opportunities, because their
teachers are poorly paid. All this
can be changed to a very great extent.
The Negroes of the state of Missis-
sippi make up fifty-eigh- t per cent of
the population, yot they only receive
twenty-fou-r per cent of the money fo"
educatVn. We do not even suggest
that the white children of the state
have one per cent les than they al-

ready receive fo; their education, but
we do believe tuir. the best Interest
of the whole cou.i'.iy will demand that
the Negro rer.e've more."

NEARLY TWO THOUSAND GATH-
ER IN CONFERENCE AT

TUSKEGEE.
Tuskegee. Ala., January 18. Nearly

2,000 Negro farmers from Georgia,

.'". T. p. CRAWFORD, Grand Chancellor.
Under the wise generalship of Dr. Crawford 1ms ltd his hosts wisely and

J. P. Crawford the Knights of Pythias I well and that his own personality is
of N. A., S. A., E . A., A. & A. Jurisdic-- a very safe asset, needing no van-tio- n

of Tennessee lias come to the , guarc's to boost him.
forefront by leaps and bounds, until i The Endowment Board of 'the or--

now the membership is above 'the
twelve thousand mark. The resources
reach away into the forty-thousand- s.

We are not in the habit of throwing)
any undeserved bouquets, but wo are ;

forced to frankly confess that Dr. '

Alabama and Mississippi and educa-
tors from many parts of the country
were present this morning at the
opening of the twentieth annual Ne-
gro farmers' conference. Booker T.
Washington, Principal of Tuskegee
Institute, opened the meeting with a
speech in which he urged the Negro
farmer to strive for better methods
of cultivating the land. He dwelt
especially upon the evils of the mort-
gage system and declared that the
Negro was unable to get adequate
instruction- - in scientific farming.

"Colored farmers," he said, "might
as well understand from now on that
the old methods are passing away
and new ones are to taice their places.
I refer especially to the old habit of
mortgaging the crop and animals for
the money to live on while the crop
is being raised. The time has
come when the Negro farmer should
be so thrifty, so Industrious, so full
handed that he can live for a year or
longer without having to go to some-
body to supply him with fpod and im-
plements while the crop is growing."
In the declarations of the conference
a plea is made for the Negro to build
school houses and lengthen school
terms, see that better teachers and
ministers are engaged and for the ac-

quirement of more land and better
homes. Liquor is strongly condemn-
ed.

BAPTIST MINISTERS.

The second meeting of the Baptist
ministers under the new administra-
tion was held Monday morning at the
usual time. It was noticeable and
commented upon that the Baptists are
carrying out their New Year's resolu-
tion to meet and get down to busi-
ness.. It is said that they are prepar-
ing for a vigorous campaign of revi-
vals and that they are going to work
hand in hand with the other denomi-
nations in helping sto drive out the
soft drink evil, the hullabaloo arid the
many joints with their dens of vice
that are making some parts of the
city a disgrace to the reputation Of
Nashville. One of the ministers de-gla- red

that the police record of ar-
rests among Negroes was appalling.
It was announced further that some
visiting divines would be In the city
to holri the winter revivals.

The collections, or at least the
financial reports, from the various
churches showed that the people took
advantage of the beautiful day Sun-
day to be out in force.

OFFICERS ELECTED.
Class No. 10, of ML Olive Baptist

Sunday-Schoo- l, of which Mr. S. P.
Harrison is teacher, had a business
meeting Sunday morning, "January 15,
and elected the following officers:
President, Miss Odelia Adams; Vice
President, IMisa Florence Davis; Sec-
retary, Miss Georgia Gray; Assistant
Secretary, Miss Florence Davis;
Chorister, Miss Odell; Chairman of
Sick Committee, Miss Idella Harrell.

ganlzalion ' meets and our
estimate of Dr. Crawford will be am
ply verified. I lis ever generous dis- -

1 'itir-- to help the deserving and his
cherry "Howdy-d- o Is proverbial of
the man.

60V. PATTERSON

SENDS HIS LAST MESSAGE TO

THE ASSEMBLY.

MAKES STRONG PLEA FOR EDU-

CATION RECOMMENDS RE-

FORMATORIES FOR BOYS.

To the Honorable Members of the
Senate and House of Representatives.
Gentlemen All that a state, so richly
and variously endowed by nature as
Tennessee needs for certain increase
of population and a high order of per-
manent development is a system of
wise and liberal laws approved by the
enlightened opinion of the people who
must be governed by them. It may be
accepted as a universal fact that il-

liberal and prejudicial laws which
harrass and perplex, which are
destructive and not constructive in
their tendencies, will surely retard
our growth, while those which give
the people the largest measure ol free-
dom and the widest scope to pursue
their activities will as certainly ex-
pand, enlarge and increase the im-
portance and dignity of the state.

Education, Normal Schools, Indus-
trial Schools.

It must be a source of congratula-
tion to all that the education of our
people has been placed on a firm and
enduring basis, and that we are fast
rec ognizing the truth that in the prop-e-i

training of youth and the diffusion
of knowledge among the masses, we
have the best guarantee of good citi-
zenship find solid pr -- perity. The
change from the old system to what
is known as the County Board Law,
which I recommended and which was
adopted by the Legislature of 1907,
has had a wonderful vitalizing in-
fluence, and has given to our public
school system that efficiency and uni-
form! cy so much desired and has re-
sulted in increased attendance, longer
school terms and improved methods
of teaching.

The last Legislature authorized the
State Board of Education to establish
four Normal Schools, one in each
grand division of the state, for the
education of white teachers, and also
one for the education of colored
teachers, the objer;, being to train
teachers and fit them for their duties
and responsibilities. The Legislature
also authorized the counties and
municipalities to Issue bonds and
make donations of land and money to
build and equip these institutions.

The State Board has selected Mem-
phis in West Tennessee, Murfreesboro
in Middle Tennessee and Johnson
City in East Tennessee as the three
sites of the Normal Schools for white
teachers, and Nashville as the site
for the one for colored teachers.

The value of the donations of land
and n:oney which have beer, made for
these schools and secured by the
Board will amount approximately to
$1,000,000, which insures with the
amounts vhich the state will pay, a
veiy compute system, second to none
in the country,' and will- - afford a full
comp'ement of trained teachers for
our public schools.

I 'recommend that these institutions
receive such aid from the state as
may be necessary for their proper
maintenance to the hignest standards
of excellence, and also that the' ap-
propriation for general school pur-
poses Le as large as may be possible,
consistent with our revenues and
state liabilities. '

I recommend the early establish-
ment of at least two industrial train-
ing Fchools, one for the white and the
other for the colored children, for
one defect in our development as a
state has bwn apparent in the lack
of the technical training which such
scihools will supply.

INTERDENOMINATIONAL PUBLISH-- E

S TO MEET.

There is no doubt but that the
meeting of the Evangelical Interde-
nominational Publishers' Association
which is to hold its first annual meet-
ing at the new Hermitage Hotel, in
Nashville, Is attracting much atten-
tion. .The very fact that it is a reli-
gious gathering of publishers means
that four Negro publishing concerns,
which are all that the Negroes have
notwithstanding the many branches of
their religions faith In the United
States, are expected to represent

The publishing concerns among the
Negroes that should represent in the
council are: the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Publishing House, lo-

cated at Charlotte, N. C, Rev. Dr.
Bird, Secretary; the Colored Method-
ist Episcopal, at Jackson, Tenn. Rev.
Bullock, Secretary; the African Meth-
odist Episcopal, of this city, Prof. Ira
T. Bryant, Secretary, and the National
Baptist Publishing House, this city,
Dr. R. H. Boyd, Secretary. Just how
many of these are going to avail
themselves of the opportunity to meet
this conference of religious publish-
ers, in order to keep in touch with the
new ideas advanced and the many
good things to be obtained from ex-
perienced and well established de-
nominations,' is not yet known, but
it is a fact that only one of the four
went to Philadelphia when they met
in December, at which time the or-
ganization was effected.

The Secretary of this meeting, the
Rev. E. Morris Fergusson, of Philadel-- 1

phia, has been sending out letters and
invitations urging the denominational
publishers to join him in making the
meeting a success. Rev. A. J. Row-
land, known by thousands of Negroes
as the Secretary of the American Bap-- !
tist Publication Society, is Chairman j

of this meeting. Among those from
Nashville who attended the meeting
at Philadelphia were Rev. J. M. Frost,'
of the Baptist Sunday-Schoo- l Board;.
Dr. Van Ness, the Editorial Secreta-
ry, and Dr. R. H. Boyd, of the Publish-
ing Board.

It is said that Dr. Boyd was appoint-
ed on the Committee of Postal Laws
and Regulations, in an effort to keep
in touch with what the government de-
sires in the way of keeping the second-- f

las, laws regulating postnl rates by
lhee publishers.

Such publishing concerns as the
David C. Cook Co., Barber and Smith
Co., the American Baptist Publication
Society, and, in fact, the greatest re-
ligious plants in the United States
will have their special representatives
here. The time of the meeting is
January 25-2- 7.

Dr. Boyd, in speaking to a Globe
reporter, .said that he was very anx-
ious that these four Negro publishers
should acquaint themselves with every
phase of the publishing work by at-
tending this meeting.

un I.KTIX.

Order of business, subect to change
at the Council's pleasure:

9:30 to 12:00. Council Session.
Roll. Approval of Printed Minutes.
Other introductory business. Tapers,
with discussion

The Relation of the Denomina-
tional Colleges and Seminaries to
Teacher-Trainin- g Needs, H. T. Mus-
sulman, A. M., Baptist Publication So-
ciety.

The Correlation of the Home and
the Sunday-Schoo- l, Professor Edward
P. St. John. Congregational Sunday-Scho- ol

and Publication Society.
2:?0 to 5:00. Department Meetings,

New Hermitage Hotel. Four interest-
ing meetings are being planned for

Educational, Editorial, Extension,
Publication.

(Continued on Page 4.)
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PLAIN FACTS

BROUGHL OUT ABOUT ST.

LOUIS NEGROES

Editor King Tells Them of

Their Faults.

SHOWS WHY MOUND CITY CAN-

NOT HAVE FIRST-CLAS- S NEWS-

PAPERBUSINESS MEN WILL
NOT ADVERTISE P ROF ES-SIONA- L

CLOSES WILL NOT
SUBSCRIBE SOME NEGROES
WANT TO BE WHITE EXPECT
PATRONAGE OF MEMBERS OF
RACE FOOD FOR THOUGHT.

, It has often been asked by strang-
ers, "Why can't. St. Louis afford a
good Negro paper?" After two years
in the newspaper business in St.
Louis we are prepared to answer the
question with truthfulness and with
shame.

To begin with, we will take up the
savings of some of our oldest citizens
who claim that The Central Afro-Americ- an

is the best, the cleanest, the
most lV' to-da- te Negro paper ever pub-
lished in this city. Next we stand
ready with proof positive that it lias
never missed an issue since it was
first published and besides coming off
the press with systematic regularity,
it has published a half dozen Extra
Editions. The Central Afro-America- n

offers the St. Loula postoffice depart-
ment's record as to the proof of Its cir-
culation. No other paper ever pubr
lished in this city has so ardently
fought for the rights of Negro man-
hood and citizenship. Always fear-
less and truthful, it has ever stood
tor the motto: "All men up." Its
record for printing more live news
than any four Negro papers in the
state of Missouri will stand for years
to come. Now, we will go Into de-
tail as to its business prosperity.

Follow us closely, reader, that you
may not be deceived. Six Negro Groc-
eries in St. Louis Two of them ad-
vertise in the Central Afro-America-

Yet they all expect Negro patronage.
Fifteen Negro doctors and only five of
them take the Central Afro-America- n.

Four Negro Druggists, none of whom
advertise and only one of whom sub-
scribes for, the paper. Eight Negro
Lawyers; just Two of whom take The
Central Afro-America- n. Of the six
teen Negro pastors, eight of them are
regular subscribers. We wish to call
attention to the fact that after we had
sent the paper 6 months free to Rev.
J. W. Sexton he refused to subscribe
for it from one of our agents, who
is also a member of his church. Rev.
Sexton is pastor of St.-Pau- l Chapel,
which is reputed to be the leading
church of the city. Of the six den-
tists, Doctors Cathrell and Anderson
are our only subscribers. Of the lve
Negro undertakers none of them ad-

vertise and only three of them sub-
scribe for the paper. There are 154
Negro teachers employed in our city
schools at good salaries. Out of this
154 only 15 of them take the paper,
yet all of them take a white' newspa-
per. These teachers are instructing
Negro children for What? We pre-
sume that they are schooling them to
support the white man's industries.
We wonder if the hardworking moth-
ers and fathers who are striving to
educate their children can hold out
any tangible hope for the future of
their little ones who will grow up
with a brain full of knowledge and
nothing to annly it to. You cannot
expect the white merchant to make
positions for colored young men and
women. There will appear In the
white papers no, advertisements for
Negro bookkeepers, Negro salesladies,
Negro cashiers, Negro clerks, Negro
reporters, Negro stenographers and
Negro traveling men. But it will al-
ways be as it is now, plenty of places
for educated Negroes who can scrub,
wash and iron, cook, clean cuspidors,
do housework and other menial labor.

Now, as for The Central Afro-America- n,

we ran say this: We have paid
o'it in salaries and commissions since
.January 1, 1910. $1,539.10, almost tin
averapl1 of $130.00 per month; this
money was paid to Negro collectors,
solicitors and clerks and it was paid
by a Negro newspaper not a white
newspaper.

There are estimated to be over 200
Negroes in some kind of business in

(Continued on Page S.)
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