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a. - - The Orange Groves of Florida

The concentration of all minds seems
f? be at present on orange growing, and
ijecj considerably, it appears to be, to

&sa neglect of everything else. And
teS ig another disappointment. Heavy

" cringe crops do not come forth in five or
Es: years, as it has been said, but seven-t-Ge- -

eight or nine years are more freque-
ntly required. Trees can be forced wim
t&riilizers, but the result is like that of
vae uot bed. A slower growth is more'
-- sisxe of a long and permanent supply.
Sfcsiiforange trees must have their "off"

-- r resting years as well as our Northern
'fruits. They cannot give an equally

''V'Sarge and steady crop year by year.
:2&iiher do orange trees grow without
$2jrea care. They require as much nurs- -
cLag watching and tending as a baby.
ICb keep the soil open about them, to
k1 them with not too much but just

etEJKigh fertilizing of whatever kind is
--selected, to remove all lichen from trunks

branches, to watch and fight all in--
isict pests, demand constant attention.
5ki it will pay in the end. I have just

tTPalfced
ht

through a newly-bearin-g grove,
years old, that will average 500

acauiges to the tree, many of them 1,000.
Tisere are some very old trees in the

feinity that carry 8,000 to the tree. As
--s&e average price is $15 per thousand

5a:h. a tree bears $120. With a grove of
lft,000 trees, such as are in this neighbor- -

F&nod, the owner ivill have a snug income
-- i;$120,000. every bearing year. It is

tsarch. a prospect that has brought on the
Iinuige fever. The buyer of oranges

fi&ks and ships at his own cost and risk.
EEKreand there, and all over Florida,

along the rivers, streams, lakes, on
jrtjiaalries and in the timber, orange groves

o (hundreds or thousands in number are
scattered. Within a radius of four miles
2f where I write there are 922 groves,
containing 165,235 trees.

Whether the' orange business will ever
u Se overdone in Florida is a question for
those who are interested. Some who can--
zxst got into it believe it will. These
gcwves being scattered, singly or in groups,
i?Isa question how to get the

-- scxps to market, for oranges' are
rSBtif: . a light crop that oan
easily be carried to market over the
lcep sandy roads of Florida. A box of

'yxrAqges weighs eighty pounds; ten boxes
jare a. good1 mule load; a box averages 150

ara:iges. A neighborhood like this, then,
tuzVLg, for an amount of transportation

jjya&hafc is something of an item. Hence
--5klhera capitalists who have visited
Florida, observing this state of things,

zetc organizing companies "for river and
..'Sake navigation, for connecting canals
. sad railroads, until within a period not
tsr' distaut every valuable body of land
ess. Florida will be accessible to market.
Indeed, already the whole State is
nsapped out in short, connecting rail- -

.raaas and canals, and these are being
eesistructed. For example, I am writing

J3&. Sanford, on Lake Monroe, a beautiful
of water six miles in diameter, and

iske headquarters of 200 miles of large
steamboat navigation on the river St.
Johns. Forty miles due south of this is
:3u&e Tohapotlaga, twelve miles in di--
aiscter. This empties into Kissimie
Saer, a deep, rapid stream, which, pass- -

fc through three large lakes, runs into
''ILske Okechobe, a lake forty miles in

-- Iaamefcer. These lakes and" river, all
esswigablc for a distance of 200 miles,
ejeii pa. either side, valleys and plains
ssttni one to twenty miles in width, or the
sasSLCSt lands, on- - which are droves of

V&ssses and cattle. Much of these lands
are Crom forty to fifty feet above the
ffisrel of their lakes; other portions low.
A. company is organized to shorten dis- -

'tHces by canals (in one instance saving
nlac miles of navigation out of twelve),
&&A thus to drain the lower lands, and by

' tsmni to communicate with the Indian
sxcwer ana Atlantic. The Jiiverglades,
wksch a great portion of the year are dry,
Tsrcil thus be drained. At the same time

2L railroad is under construction from the
place, Sanford, directly east to the

Ssian River, and west to the Gulf of
Mexico. All other portions of the State

.222? being similarly provided, while
'SUousandsof emigrants from the North- -

--ecra. States are, both in winter and sum--
nxeer, penetrating in every direction, by
v&KUtt.boats and row-boat- s, by railroads
jimA dirt roads, seeking the best lands for

&e production of some of the crops that
5?lw:ida can so well bring forth. It is

t ftfzt six months since this railroad from
jLta'tiQ Monroe reached JLalce Jvissimie, and
rsx&& orange groves are springing up its
'vekale length. A town has started up at

jLLA-sfshnie-, and orange and sugar lands are
iit2j:en .up every day. And so all over the

isXc. No, I don't own a foot of land
S&xe, and never expect to, but it is plain

-- sough there is but one Florida, and

$&&.) Cor. St. Louti Globe-Democr- at.

-

A Tory Scarce Penny.
'A. good story is told by numismatists

trg.srding the big pennies of the year
'EjcSMJ, and was originated by the late Dr.
BL. W, Dickeson, who had a sly method

creating a market for his goods. The
&&& yas to the effect that some years, ago

'; firm, in Salem, Mass., conceived the
'"&&, that it would be a good thing to
" ca5 all the pennies they could get to

.gJSsicaL; bo a ship was loaded up, after
xeSzhz coin had been secured, and in due

sita5e of time it arrived in that very
. country. Here the work of trad--

-- 5ta fcegan, and the bright and shining
Miers were traded off with the female
.nzivev for oils and other merchantable
urcicies. xne iLtncans Dored holes in

AsiLfi1 coins and used them for necklaces,
acHrings, nose-nngs,a- nd other ornaments.

' L&e result of this wa3 that pennies were
' 'hstj'' scarce. The story is generally be--
' lieyod bv coin collectors, and as a result
"icsod penny of the year 1879 commands

the way from $15 to $25, according to
Aittc degree of perfection.

'Wr lV Tr.:c.nn Jr flip nnmiTnnfisf.
t C O C3

' scaircity of this coin. He said that the
-- 'Irostvord of the Mint for the years 1798-- 99

tow that over 700,000 pennies were
-- jJB5ned, but that onaccountof themethed

tsk. keeping the accounts it was impossi
ble to tell just how many there were of

- each year. " The cause of the scarcity,"
f said. Me. Mason, " lies in the fact that the

ooans were imperfectly struck off. The
. .elate of the bottom seemed to be very

ssft, and it readily wore off. I have had
same three or four thousand of these pen-
nies, and I believe I have seen as many
jcnore with the date completely obliter-- .
2Eted. There are pennies of other years

' 5aat are more difficult to obtain than
' tSiose of 1799, and if there were so many
a them in Africa, it would pay to send"

an. agent there to huntthem up, and we
wouldhave had a man there --longgo.
Some time ago it was said that the pen-
nies of 1812 were commanding large
figures, and that only a few were in exist-
ence. Thev can be had readily for three
or four cents ?niece Philadelphia Jie-- y

cord.

-- - Aylesbury and Its Ducks.

The Eiver Thame, - which winds
through Aylesbury, and its affluent
streams are made beautiful by the nu-
merous snow-whi- te ducks seen upon the
surface. All .are .marked,' and at night
are driven home, warmly housed by their
respective Pwners, and well- - fed. The
eggs laid during the night are collected
by the duckers, who have a number of
large hens of the Dorking or Cochin
China breeds to sit upon them. Twelve
or thirteen form a sitting, and the "work
of incubation is never performed by a
duck, but always by a hen. This may
appear curious and unnatural, but ex-
perience has proved that ducks are bad
sitters, and are verry advantageously
replaced by hens. The eggs of thorough-
bred Aylesburys, are sometimes of a
creamy white, and sometimes of the pale
green known as eau de Nii. The color
is no indication of purity f breed or
difference of sex in the embryo duckling.
In fact, the color seems to be an acciden-
tal circumstance, for the same duck has
been known to lay both green and white
eggs within a week or two. The nesta
for the hens are prepared in little ham-
pers or cheese-boxe- s, in which lime or
wood ashes have been placed, over which
is the nest of hay or very soft straw. It
is very important that the hens should be
kept quiet, and protected from rats and
other Vermin. The period of incubation
is twenty-eig- ht days, and during
the last week of that time care
must be taken to sprinkle the
eggs daily with lukewarm water,
which softens the shells so that, when
the time comes, the duckling has not
much difficulty in fighting its way out.
This is an imitation of nature, for in the
wild state the parent bird leaves her nest
early in the morning, when the grass k
covered with dew, and as she seeks her
food her-feathe-

rs become well moistened,
and do the work which is performed ar-
tificially by the duckers. The tiny gol-den-hu- ed

creatures are left with the hen
"until well-nestle- and thoroughly' dried.
It intended ior the market, they are not
allowed to go near the-- ' water, arid if for
stock ducklings are kept very clean, and
fed with special care.

The house of aducker, who is generally
a peasant or better kind of farm-work- er

trading on his own account, is well worth
seeing. His idea of comfort is limited to
an ordinary cottage, beyond which he
has a little field for his fowls to run on,
and access to .the water for his stock
ducks. His young birds are keptinshefts
or hovels, which must be protected from
cold, damp, and cutting wind, or the
young birds will die by scores. As soon
as they are big enough to take from the
hen they are put in pens, and very pretty
they look. It is no uncommon thing for
one man to rear four or five thousand
head in aseason, and I have seen as many
as 1,200 or 1,500 together at one tim.
They are kept very clean and fed at first
on hard-boile- d eggs, chopped fine and
mixed with boiled rice and bullock's liver
cut up small. At the end of a fortnight
they are fed on barley meal and tallow
greaves, mixed with the water in
which tallow greaves have pre
viously been boiled. Now and
then horseflesh is used, for it seems
that the ducklings require some animal
substitute for the worms and grubs which
the would obtain if leading a natural
existence. All the Year .Round.

Meat vs. Flesh.

To make the greatest quantity of the
best meat for the feed consumed should
be the effort of every intelligent breeder,
and the animal which will do this best is
the one for profit. A firm but elastic
skin, mellow, and of medium thickness,
indicates good meat, well marked with
fat. A soft skin, floating on blubbery
fat, indicates inferior flesh. The animals
that will turn out the greatest quantity
of lean meat in the prime parts, with
only a moderate amount of offal, and
only a moderate quantity of fat, and
this nicely marbled through the flesh,
and not those running to outside fat nor
inside tallow, are those sought. The
back, loin and ribs are the choice parts,
then the rump, next the thighs, then the
shoulders, and last the neck and head are
the inferior parts.

Observation should give the feeder a
good indication of the value of the ani-
mal; that is, the general contour, size,
length, breadth, thickness, general fine-
ness of head, body and limb. The spring
of the rib, the manner in which the ribs
are brought close to the hip bone, and
breadth of the buttocks, are the salient
features in all animals that are to pro
duce good meat. The eye should be
full, mild and bright. The head small
but wide between the eyes, and with the
horns fine. A slab-side- d, dull-eye- d, paper-skinne- d,

harsh-haire- d beast never1 pays
for its feed, and soft, mossy hair never
goes with such an animal.

The time has long since passed when
tallow was sought in either a bullock or
a sheep. Why? The days of tallow
candles are past. Hence it is the cheap-
est part of a bullock. There is yet too
much of it in the average steer. While
it is the fact that the nicest discrimina-
tion is necessary to judge of the actual
value of an animal by the eye and
touch, it is no less true that any
farmer may, by careful discrimination
and experience, soon come to be able to
be measurably correct in his estimate ot
the animal he is buying or rearing. It
will pay to so educate himself if he ex-
pects to succeed either as a breeder or
feeder. Prairie Fanner.

4- --

An Atlanta woman eloped from hei
husband. No traC3 wasobtained of her fcr
two months, although detectives were
sent in all directions. It happened that
the wife had been cultivating a water
lily, and when she left she carried it
with her. A few days ago an officer,
who had ben employed in the case, in

a ise in Atlanta saw a waterftassing
tht v indow. When he entered

the hou; i was not greatly surprised to
discover ihat its.owner was the missing
wife, who had never been absent from
Atlanta. While her h usband was search-
ing elsewhere for her, she remained quiet
under his very eyes. Atlanta Constitu-
tion.

The Eegimental Figaro.

The regimental Figaro is quite a char-
acter. . He is riot always chosen for his
skill in, his tonsorial art. He may have
been a butcher, a baker or a candlestick-make- r

before joining the corps. His
good conduct has promoted him to the 1

post, and given him a most envious po-

sition, for he receives a slight remunera-
tion, stopped each month from the pay of
the trooper. He also enjoys immunity
from a certain number of drills, and has
the right of remaining out of the barracks
until 10 o'clock every evening.

He is responsible for the heads of his
comrades. If a man's hair is found to be
too long, or if a soldier is not shaved in
the regular manner, thebarber has to suf-
fer. He is constantly on the lookout for
the regimental dandies who prize their
hair as Samson did his locks, and, by the
aid of cosmetiques, plaster their hair up
until the kepi can be brought down to
cover it. These tricks are known to
the officers, and many a kepi will be
raised to the utter confusion of the bar-
ber, who finds that he has been punished
with three or four days' arrest because
some trooper objected to being shorn
properly. Nothing remains for those
who pride themselves on their hair save
to curry favor with the regimental sur-
geon and obtain from him permission to
claim exemption from the shearing
process on the ground of weak eves.
Even this permission does not hold good
when any grand review or inspection is
to take place, and on these occasions the
barber has some two or three hundred
heads to manipulate, to say nothing of
chins which have to be shaven, leaving
the home troops to wonder why they
should not enjoy the safe immunity from
the scraping razors of their comrade as
their colleagues in Africa, who declare
that water is far too scarce and precious
to allow of its being used to mix with
soap and make a lather. There is the
story of the regimental Figaro who was
called on to shave Marshal Bazaine on
the second day of the battle round Metz.
An offer was made to send into the town
for an artist, but the Marshal would not
hear of such a thing, and reminded his
advisers that he had marched away from
Versailles a full private, with his knap-
sack on his back, and that consequently
he had more than once been under the
hands of the regimental barber. The
soldier-Figar- o arrived with his instru-
ments, nervous and intimidated at the
idea that he was about to handle the
nose of a Marshal of France. His
nervousness made him very awkward,
and when the napkin was removed from
the Marshal's face he found that his
personal appearance was anything but
embellished by the cuts and scratches he
had received. He felt in his pocket,
took out a louis, and said to the barber:
" Here, my friend, take this and keep it.
If your hand had not trembled while
you were shaving your General, I should
not have thought you were a real sol-

dier." Paris Cor. London Globe.

A Bohemian Girl's Komancc.

Fifteen years ago, when St. Paul was
a much smaller place than it is now, an
honest, hard-worki- ng Bohemian named
Frank Kohout came here to live. He
was accompanied by his wife and seven
small children, two of them being boys
and the rest girls, the oldest of the girls
Antonia, being eleven years old. The
children were all pretty, and Antonia
gave promise of developing into a perfect
model of feminine beauty. Kohout was
devoted to his family, and, not wishing
to see them in want, took the first work
he could find, which was in the capacity
of deck hand on a steamboat. The name
of the mate under whom he shipped was
Skelton. Skelton had a wife and family
in Bock Island. By a chance the eye of
Skelton fell upon the beautiful Bohe-
mian girl Antonia, and he resolved to kid-
nap her. It amounted to nothing else,
as . this history shows, and deserves no
better name, for it was through the work
of Skelton that Antonia, was lost to her
family for fifteen years aud finally given
up as dead.

Skelton took advantage of Frank
Kohout's ignorance of the English lan--
guage, and through an interpreter m--

duced him to part with Antonia, under
a promise to procure her a comfortable
home with a family in Bock Island, who
would rear her as one of their own, and
give her the benefit of a good education.
In the simplicity of his heart Kohout in-

trusted his little girl to the mate, who
took her to Bock Island and placed her
in charge of a female music teacher of
a most ungovernable temper. The music
teacher had a daughterof herown, whom
she treated well enough, but it was not so
with Antonia. The child she sent to
school a portion of the week merely to
make her forget her native tongue ; but
after school hours, when other children
would be taking recreation, she would be
compelled to do menial work, and would
receive harsh treatment, no matter how
faithfully she might perform the arduous
tasks assigned her.

Antonia grew homesick, and whenever
Skelton's boat came in she would search
him out and plead with him to take her
home. Meanwhile Antonia's father was
missed from the boat's crew. The mate
seemed, all at once, to get into a dilemma
regarding the betrayed little girl, and af-
ter making and breaking promises to
take her home, he disappeared from Bock
Island and his family with him.

The child was at a loss what to do.
She urged her cruel mistress to write
home for her, and received lying assur
ances that her request had been com-
plied with. Bogus letters, purporting
to have come from her parents were read
to Antonia, and bogus promises made to
send her home. One day her mistress
struck her in the face. This was too
much for the sensitive creature, and
when night came on Antonia slipped
away in the darkness and obtained em-
ployment in the family of a jeweler. She
still sighed for home, and wrote three
letters to St Paul, but they all came back
to her from the dead-lett- er office,
and this led her to believe that
her parents had given her up
and gone back to Europe. She knew
they were poor, unacquainted with the
Hinglish language, and in every way un-
fitted to institute a systematic search for
her. As for her, it had been years
since her own language had been spoken
in her hearing, and she had entirely for-
gotten it. Ai abitrary rule of the Bo-

hemian tongue changes the spelling of
names when borne by female members of
a family by adding an extra syllable.
Thus the name of Kohout, when signed
by any female of the house, is spelled

Kohoutova. With this peculiarity of
Bohemian grammar Antonia had never
been made acquainted, and it was natur-
al that'she should follow the English idea
and address her father by her'own name,
which was the only fragment of Bohe-
mian that she could remember, and that
imperfectly. Hence she left a vowel out
of her name, and in every attempt to dis-
cover the whereabouts of her father ad-
dressed him as Kohotova. This was her
own name, spelled phonetically from
memory, but it was not the name of her
father. There were no Bohemians near
to enligten her, and her hope of finding
her relative burned low in her heart, bub
did not entirely die out, thoughher fami-
ly continued to live in St. Paul all the
while without the means of communica-
ting with her.

Antonia left the jeweler's family and
lived with an Irish Catholic priest,
Father Boles by name, for two or three
years. The good father seemed to take
an interest in her, and had her educated
by the Sisters of Mercy. She next lived
with the family of Mr. Peck, a railroad
man, where she met Mr. W. W. Smith,
of the Bock Island Bailroad, who took a
great fancy to her, and who wooed and
won her seven years ago. The union
was blessed with two children, Ira, and
Katie, aged respectively five and six
years, with a difference of fifteen months
between their ages.

To gratify his wife, though with
small hope of success, Mr. Smith came to
St. Paul in search of his father-in-la-w.

The city directory, of course, could not
have been blamed in this instance, had
he failed. Luckily, he ran across a po
lice officer who knew Mat Jelinek and
Jo Kricek. These men Avere acquainted
with Frank Kohout's son-in-la- w, Frank
Kriha, who works at McCarthy & Ver-planck- 's

candy factory. Frank was vis-
ited, notes compared, and the whole par-
ty then repaired to Charlie Smith's collar--

making establishment, where the old
man is employed. When informed that
his daughter still lived, Frank Ko-
hout was well-nig- h overcome by his
emotions. It was long before he could
be induced to credit his own senses.

A telegram w:is immediately sent to
Antonia, who arrived in St. Paul yester-
day morning from Des Moines, Iowa, via
the Albert Lea route.

The reunion of the whole family was a
most affecting sight and almost raised a
lump in a reporter's throat. There were
wild demonstrationsof joy, hand-shakin- g

and embracing among the men, and kiss-
ing, sobbing ond shedding tears among
the women and children. It was a
strnnge scene, and no mistake, and not
the least affecting circumstance was the
inability of the parents to converse with
their long-lo- st daughter, who cannot
understand a word of Bohemian, while
both mother and father are still without
even a small knowledge of English.

Antonia passed yesterday at the house
of her sister, Mrs. Josie Kriha, on Mich-
igan street. She will remain in St. Paul
for a season and then make her home in
Crpokston, her husband having obtained
a conductor's place on the Manitoba
Boad. St. Paul Globe.

Burdette on Goats.

Two of them, there are; ubiquitous
and abrupt; sudden in, their impulses and
impressively illogical in their applica-
tions. Isaac, a patriarch of six hright
summers, is breaking these goats to work
in double harness, and it isn't safe to
stand in the same pasture when the goats
feel like going. Because they never feel
like going the same way. They are
only unanimous on the subject of the
blackberry patch or a linen duster.

It seems to me that if I had to keep a
pet and I couldn't find a camel, I would
buy a goat. It costs somewhat less to
keep a camel, but then he can't climb a
church spire, as a goat can. Nor can the
camel devour the morning paperso rapid-
ly as the goat. The other morning I
went away on a fishing excursion. And
in the gray of morning those goats
climbed up the lightning rod, got into
the Goshen branch of the Eatvkeye of-

fice, and ate up a column and a half of
editorial dots and a little poem about the
red ox. And they came down with woe
and bitterness in their faces, butted the
hide off everything that walked about
the farm on four legs, banged a harvest
tramp clear through a load of hay, and
finally climbed to the top of a four-stor- y

barn and hated mankind until they got
over it.

One of these goats has learned, more-
over, that if he " hollers," the gentler
hearted members of the household will
not allow the boys to drive him any
more, believing that they whip him.
Well, I have seen that goal, tied to a
post, while the boys were harnessing his
mate, not standing within ten feet of the
post, and not looking in that direction
I have seen that goat open his mouth and
set up such a wild, pitiful wail, fairly
human in its agony of appeal, that would
make the leaves tremble on the maples,
and wile he roared and bleat and wailed,
out would rush some tender-hearte- d

woman, and with withering rebukes for
the cruel boys, order that poor goat
released. It is of no use for the boys to
plead not guilty. They are condemned
on circumstantial evidence every time
"Didn't I hear the poor goat scream?"
And the "poor goat" being released
goes up into the orchard, butts all the
bark offan apple tree and laughs in a
sardonic manner at the unhappy boys.
For sometime the prince wanted a pair
of goats like Isaac, until he found that
his father could haul the goat wagon
with him in it, as I am kinder in single
harness and tenfold more easy to "boss"
than the goat, he is contented to drive
me. Burlington Eawheye.

Why He Didn't.
"Speaking about high figures on

freights," said a Chicago lake Captain as
he crossed his legs and rolled his quid.
" What do you suppose was offered for
carrying corn from Chicago to Buffalo in
1865?"

" Give it up."
" Ten cents a bushel, sir, and vessels

scarce at that. Anv sort of a schooner
would clear 8,000 to the trip."

" And you didn't get rich at it?"
" Oh, no; at that time I was husking

that same corn at four cents a bushel and
boarding myself!" Wall Street News.

-
Baron Hirsch, the manager and vir-

tual owner of the Turkish railways, is
sending 5,000 Russian Jews at his own
cost to the United States. It is a gener-
ous deed, and he can afford it. He ad-
mits having made 25,000,000 in fivt
years by the Turkishraii ways, N. Y.Sun,

A Paying Fallow.

Years ago, between times in the har-
vest, our fathers ploughed their fallow
to get ready for the sowing of wheat.
There are two better plans, because with
both of them a double use may be had
of the land. It was a notion that fal-
lowing improved the land. This was no
doubt true, with a proper understanding
of terms. Our fathers thought (strange
inconsistency) that idleness was a virtue;
not in themselves, or their families, but
in their land; and so they fallowed the
ground to improve it. Perhaps all
modern farmers may not understand
what this means. Fallowing is plough-
ing the ground several times during the
season without growing any crop on it.
With the ruder Implements which were
used in former times, and until within a
few years, this method was more neces-
sary than now. Idleness does not benefit
the soil so much as working it. The
modern cultivators can do this work as
effectively, and more so, by going over
the land two or three times as if it was
ploughed just as many, and fit it better
tor wheat or rye. This being so, either
a meadow or pasture, from which a sum-
mer's yield has been taken, can be nicely
prepared for autumn sowing--

As soon as the sod is turned over it
should be thoroughly cultivated, and in
a short time the greensward will decay,
making excellent enriching material.
If it i3 found that the 3oil is not suffi-ciente- ly

mellow when the sowing time
comes, it may be ploughed again. It is
this thorough working of the land which
puts it in a condition for a good crop,
and there is time enough to do it after
the harvest and before the seed needs to
be sown. It has been demonstrated by
experience that both wheat and rye need
not be put into the ground so early as
they used io be. Thi3 is because the
seasons have changed summer extend-
ing further into the autumn,
making the growing period later. The
later wheat is sown the less liability
there is for damage by the Hessian fly
and other insect which prey upon it.
The thorough cultivation and killing of
all the grass and weeds will also prevent
the ravages of wireworms and grubs,
which otherwise might injure the crops.
Another excellent plan is to plough the
land the last of July or in August, and
sow it with buckwheat, which will come
on rapidly and choke out the weeds and
grass. Dressing with phosphate?, or evtm
plaster, put in with the buchwheat will
stimulate its growth. There is no crop
which feels the effect of these fertilizers
so well as buckwheat. If the soil is nat-
urally poor, or the land is rough and
hard, a crop of buckwheat will help to
enrich it and also to make it mellow.

The buchwheat will cause the sod to
decay rapidly, and also destroy the wire- -
worms and grubs which never nourish
where this crop i3 grown. When the
buckwheat get? its growth it should be
turned under for a manure. The chemi-
cal effects of the buckwheat in enriching
the soil are not as much probably as the
mechanical. Buckwheat straw is soft
and washy, and if analyzed would show a
very small value as a manure. The
analysis, however, does not demonstrated
entire benefit caused by shading the
ground, by its disentegration of the soil
in growing, and its potent agency in pul-
verizing it, in subduing the weeds and
foul stuff, and in destroying the vermin,
and when ploughed under by its fermen-
tation and decay the warming and stim-
ulating effects it has upon the succeeding
crop. Where thistles or other weeds have
gotten possession of a piece of ground
there is no more effectual way of subdu-
ing them than to plough in mid-
summer and to sow the ground thickly
with buckwheat and then turn it under
for wheat. Clover should be sown with
the wheat in the fall and also early in
the spring. This double sowing is not
necessary if there should be a strong
catch at the first sowing, which as a gen-
eral thing will be the case. If not, sow
plenty of clover in spring and harrow it
in, which will also be a great benefit to
the wheat. This kind of fallowing will
insure good crops and effectively rid land
of thistles. The few straggling roots
which may survive the buckwheat will
be killed out by the succeeding crop
of clover. Colonel Curtis in N. Y. Tri-
bune.

---

A Concrete Milk or Fruit House.

On a every farm a milk-hous- e, or fruit
and vegetable room, is one that is much
needed. The foundation should be built
of stone or brick, and be a few inches
above the surface of the ground. A
wall-bo-x, one for each side of the build-
ing, should be used. These oblong boxes
are witifitfut top or bottom, and the in-

ner space, when filled with concrete,
forms the wall as soon as partly hardened.
In making this concrete, take ten
bushels of sand, one of lime, slack the
lime before mixing in the sand, and
make this quite thin and mix in with
this ten or twelve bushels more of fine or
coarse gravel or bits of limestone. Then
shovel it into the wall-boxe- s. Larger
stones, especially flat ones, may be placed
in the wall when it is being formed, but
should not extend quite to the outer or
inner surface of the wall. The propor-
tions of lime to gravel and sand vary
somewhat according to the quality of the
lime. A concrete wall is not only dry
and warm in winter, but is also cool in
summer. Where a basement wall is de-

sired it should be laid in waterline. The
oblong boxes are raised to nearly their
full depth as soon as the material placed
in them hardens sufficiently to with-
stand the pressure of the weight of an
additional course above it. Wooden
clamps or iron hooks are used to hold
the boxes in position when being filled.

Farm and Fireside.

The question of damages resulting
from au undeservedly unfavorable rating
by a mercantile agency has just been
considered by the United States District
Court of Arkansas. The court laid down
the principle that if the agency acted in
good faith, using all reasonable precau-
tions to obtain trustworthy information,
and communicated this only upon the
application of a subscriber whose interest
demanded such knowlege, then the mat-
ter was a privileged communication, and
the agency could not be held in damages.
On the other hand, it was ruled that if
the agency sent out the report indis-
criminately among its subscribers, with-
out regard to whether .they were in-
terested in knowing the financial condi-
tion of the firm, then the latter might re-
cover damages, N, 7. Pieraid.

OF GENERAL INTEREST.

Drinking rum was prohibited by law
(n Georgia as long ago as 1733.

A Montreal boy, while overheated,
drank ice-wat- er which brought on lock-a- w

and killed him in eighteen hours.
Bertha Morgan, nine years of age, of

Wawa Farm, near Philadelphia, was
sold, actually sold, last week for $2,500.
P. S. The charming Bertha is a cow.

They have got one of the Firr,t
Napoleon's veterans in jail at Portland,
and every effort will now be made to run
down Washington's last body-serva- nt and
chain him to a post.

Henry Delecnack and wife quarreled
while driving from Port Henry to
their home, near Essex, N. Y., the othet
afternoon. Delecnack finally shot hia
wife, killing her instantly. They have
been married only eight weeks and had
not lived happily. He had been drink,
ing.

Laten Kendall, living at Corinth,
Saratoga county, N. Y., has eloped with
his former wife, from whom he was di-

vorced sixteen years ago. She leave
two children whom she has had by a
subsequent marriage, and takes two with
her. He leaves a wife and a son of 15.

The fireman at afire in Philadelphia
came across several kegs in a closet which
had nearly been reached by the flames.
They were supposed to be empty, but
one man took tne precaution to examine
them and found them full of powder.
The men ran out, but bravely carried the
explosive along.

A large number of Southern Statei
notably Texas, North Caroilna and

Kentucky have local option laws where-
by any county or community can sub-
mit the question of prohibition to the
popular vote, while others prohibit the
sale of liquors outside of the towns.

The Fort Edward (N. Y.) Board ot
Health, wishing recently to remove large
quantities of saw-du- st and drift-woo- d

that covered the river channel and ex-
tended far out of the water, poured ker-
osene oil on the rubbish, last week, and
set it on fire. The conflagration burned
briskly for two davs, and presented the
novel and impressive spectacle of a river
on fire.

James Generals, the oldest colored
man in Wilkesbarre, was honored not
many months ago by the attentions of a
lot of ghouls who insured his life in a
number of the " death-rattle- " insurance
companies to the amount of 200,000.
James was so old that no one can tell his
age, but 'had enough vitality to outlive
all the companies in which he was in-
sured.

William Kegle, a farmer neaz
Huntsville, Ala., while going through
the woods in search of his cow, the other
day, was struck on the head by a large
striped snake which swung down from a
limb in his path. The fangs of the rep-
tile tore out a piece of the cheek, and
before Kegle got home his face was ter-
ribly swolen, and he died in a few hours.
The variety of the snake is unknown.

"Talk about your ice machines,"
said a New Haven woman to her neigh-
bor over the fence, "why, if Mrs. Bobin-so- n,

round the corner, didn't treat me
cool enough to freeze ice cream this morn-
ing." "Why, what did she say?" "Say?
She didn't say anything, and thats just
what's the matter, and after I had takea
pains to send her word that she was an
impudent hussy."

Mrs. Jesse James is doing some re-

markable things. She has sent to a
Philadelphia gentleman, Mr. Charle3
Dovey, a watch stolen from him by her
husband two years ago in Kentucky.
Mr. Dovey did not know James at the
time, but recognized his portrait in the
rogue's gallery afterward as that of the?
gentleman who led the party who asked
him for the time o' day on that occasion.
Mrs. James requested a receipt for the
watch, and one was sent her.

A good story is told by a French
paper of two provincials, a man and hi3
wife, who visited the Louvre in Paris.
" What struck you most at the Louvre ?u
asked one of their friends, when they re-

turned home and began to tell of the
wonders they had seen. " Oh," replied
the husband, "a picture which repre-
sented Adam and Eve, with the apple
and the serpent." And his excellent
wife chimed in, " Yes, we found that
very interesting, because, you know, wa
knew the anecdote."

As a freight train was passing
through Walton, Ky., John Bichy ancl
P. Norman sallied out of a saloon and
Bichy fired a revolver at the conductor
and two brakemen who were sitting en
the top of the caboose. John B. Carson,
one of the brakemen, was struck by a bul-

let in the left side of the head and fatal-
ly injured. He was taken to George-
town, Ky., by his brother. Bichy was
arrested and had a preliminary examina-
tion, at which it was developed thafc
Carson was a " perfect stranger, sir," to
him, and no other reason is known for
what is called the "freak" of the pris-

oner.
Miss Delia Moncrieff, of Boston, aa

elocutionist, was recently visiting Nortk
Framingham, and while a heavy thun-
der shower wa3 passing was sitting with,
others on the piazza of Postmaster J.

house, which was struck by
lightning. She felt no shock, but now
finds that on her back is burned or
stamped by lightning, a perfect repre-
sentation of the large elm tree which.
3tands within a few feet of Mr. Wil-
liams' piazza and verv near which she
was sitting at the time. Two children
of the family were affected by the same
bolt, and one of them was rendered sense-

less. The tree was not injured.
9

In the course of a lecture at New
Haven, the other evening, upon the
customs and religion of his race, Bev.
Thomas S. Dana, an educated Indian,
made this singular statement: "The
Indians never cook anything in the
house where they live. They cook out-

side, and they give a3 a reason that it
they cook inside the steam collects in
their cltfthing and draws the lightning.
Whether this is so or not I do not knovr,
but I know that an Indian wigm.m is
never struck by lightning, and no In ' .n

has been killed in a hundred yeais.' It
is quite possible that wigwams are seldom
or never struck by lightning; but why a
whole race should be exempt wherevet
they may roam simply because their low
habitations don't attract destruction is,
to say the least, hard to explain, Nm
Eaven Begiste'r
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