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wliool louchers which wro bilng dlsciutitctl are nowonpf n Presentation Tho scholiMlc populationhas Increased from 693752 In 1 9I to 751335 for the present > car jet the schoolswere condiiueii for four and ouohal months tho past jear on an apportionment ofCO per capita the samo as the precedingJ3 year and an appoitlonmeut of Ji per cap ¬

ita has btn declaml for tho present jear which should maintain the schools for Ileand onohalf months
Under an act of Ibe legislature of 1S56 part or the schoolflic nml n Half fund a Imned prior to the war to the Houston and

MimiiI sel IIiik Texas Ventral rtailway company and the iahtMon Har-
Asaureil rlslttrg and Sin Amonlo Kailuay company 1or many

> ars a controicrsj has eslitid between thepn companlts
h Sl1 a8 tn amJJnt duo on thc e loan theMa o claiming an inichiete f moj than Jlwioooo and the companies Insistingiw T > urJ h PtJnent In State warrants Ismd during the var

default piymcnt as made by the companies In IVU and In

IIby
Ilciicllteil llio

Clip
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J Stole Iiiits t successfu ly and
I Knnrird 1cnelic ally lm-

II migration has
been encouraged

and the population has materially Increased while taxable xalues Lave declined tn
the general National depression It ha not been to such extent at In other Statra
high character a a field for Uio safo investment of capital haa been maintained
and strengthened the Una have been enforced with diligence and energy the cdtt-
rational Institutions have prospered and enlarged all benevolent charitable and penal
institutions have frown In usefulness fublic exiiendltures ha > o been greatly rediierd
etery department of the government has been conducted with ability and cconomj
and with a moderate tax rate efficientan government haa been maintained and a prc
slous indebtedness of 11300000 in general revenue and the achool fund duo to causes
frequently stated haa been discharged and cash payments resumed and continued
without lul ruptlon

Amcng the laws enacted during the past two years which
have substantially benefited tho public the statute of lim-
itations

¬

was made applicable to married women and land
titles quieted contested elections were regulated the lawB
were revised and codified occupation taxes were made unl

form rrlraary celectlpns were legalized and regulated the colored
pcoplo were given control cf their schools ad valorem taxation was equal
Itid railway land titles were valHatod connecting lines of common carriers were
made rcsinnalble for freight losses the Confederate homo wa made a permanent
State Institution supported bv taxation the strongest antitrust law in the Union was
passed tho Interest of labor were guarded by an arbitration net and extravagant
and unconscionable fees of office were iargly reduced Though the act app ara to need
amendment in order to bo more effectually enforce the protective features of the
fUh an1 oyster lair have rrnroil a decided benellt along the entire coast Ojstcrs have
been more abundant and there have been more fish In tho bajx alnce October 1 when
tint reserved bays were opened than at any llmo for two jears

The act regulating delinquent taxes compelling utiwlll
Act ltcmiliilic InK citizens to b r their Just tjiare of tho burden of gov

illcctlnti nt emmet has dene much toward correcting existing ln-

l > rllii iHint Tuxes justice In 1S > tho total State and school d llnqm nt
Ut collected was tiO I7f 27 while in U05 and ISM un-

nl art t was ISS3 50 and 17SCC 16
Thn delinquent county taxes collected bave Inreaaed In the same proportion Tlmorrvlng complaints agiinst this la are answered by tho suggestion that lis penalItlcs are necessary to enforce collection and mav bo av ld i b prompt pameat oftaxiw When It Is recalled that enough taxes ere now delinquent to defray the gen
eral expenses for the jear tho good effected totsarj cqualirlnK tho burdens oftiou will lw properly appreciated

Tho change In the school land law rrduclBK tho price of
< liiitr In llio pasture lands to ono dollar per acre Ua cS to 3 cents per

Ailimil lnnd ncru and lnter at to 3 j er cent is fully Justified lr th-
oliiit 1 operation of the prr nt law lrciloua to this pun liaaeri-

i of nubile Unds wero forfcltlOK thulr claims
ttnict wmi defraudlnK in th ia > mem of interest In unprclent-

nd C M 8irn lhra fflli Md default luvelo ue1 and Iwthaalce
nMW iP1 For J r otwJIOB Auimsl 1 1W tho salo

V i untc1 o Ir IS acre rnd leases o 1712301 acres For the
i aires and the lea to 612C 107 aerc-

turc iluTTr nm T I w submitted to tho leslsla
1

°
le IT to the account of Reneral leinue thro was anoutstanding re istercd and eatnnaicl btedneasind m that iund of srSJOOO

This eondlilou f the treasur made It necessary to leduce
j i > pciiilltnrc < tp n is and accordlnfily the rwluctlun In public cipnd
j r riutlr lri past two > iwra In cmeral statutes ud the ap

Iiciliiccd propnatlon bill was nutalile and far reaching cmbraclnfi
I af an I riuinb Asylum limerslty iienltenttaries i in-

th
f der t home and reformatoo The comptrollir reportst for

n
° t nMa 1SC tUtl reduction of expenses waa-

ai iT PAr b ° > 1W4 an1 umllr PrMloua lawsnniiii conaldcralton of the p nod from August Si > t to March 1 1M7 ibe-
nl Wrnlriatlnn y r th entire reduction Is not shown Tho full

icf r 9ri >ni l 11 T r diem mileage and contingent
du 2Z il V t °> I HI l 1S0I9 CO making the artuH re

appropriation of tho preceding iLrm IfciClS 11 for tho two
> uirs

The condition of tho public sihiols and other educational
Institutions showa that they bawi made matciial and grat
ifying progress During the term a deflilt of 117 fto 0

he public fice school funl has btvnJtj
j nUilurgcl anl

tl P r° P V ly ulf1 nt toieturo pajment and thomonty collectedwill a part o the school funl
Nntwith tanllng the general flnamlal depression the a-

lttiendaiiee nt Hie tendance of stueVnt nt tho Vnlicrslly and the mcllcal-
Neliuiil Hi branch has Increased and at ihn Agricultural n I Mehan-
liicreascd college and the Sam Houston Normal Initltute has

been maintained The new lease law will probiMy in rease-
he income of tho Udlierslty from liases 10000 annuallyfor use In currert expenses The attendance at the blind institute and Iho whtle andnr J a n nL t1 K appr < lahly Of the educational Instllut

Vim Y 1 I
v W Crmal sho01 0 rraso It the number of studentsi EV i

l Hrlngency of tha times The conduct of the State towards others
nii T y nJ c r worby r llllon and her history Many

numbir if l u fr h n proldcl for than heretofore and
cL iw n 1 P chlrtl r or Is that of nnj prmlous lime Che

i ral Instc Uum a hcen h l nl the number of In ¬
mates accommodated was greater than any preceding term
arsons cP nnicI t U lT I10 ln mon l tory condition The number of

Ml r al Jul CrE l nllcat
l0 nl reformatory was reduced onehalf thoa l rea e In crime committed by per ¬ns under 11 years of ago and punished by mirlsonmcnt tin re-

Ihe numbe han ffinHlMC V i n Uri for the two years
dlclmenu and conTlctioK ri T1JU AfTiAt ease In the number of ln

V V VCV f to Increase In crimes of that tradevotwltlutandlnK this Incrrae In prison population the
nVie J 1 y utc ° convlct wages due to monetary depression an Illee selt Jim heavy less of cane by Iho extreme cold woxthcr lnbualnlnlnit J tho penttcntlaris under the present splendid man

Kcmcnt luu been moro than selfsustaining The ap
Pr ° hen ral reenuo for their supportwaa not used the total receipts from labor for tho two years Increased JS3000 tho

fcJB

Ajwsii w3wn1 tmmim ViW A wiaU

total cost per ca V J m7 J y i P or Iaaln
tainlag the forces > = mj > decrrased and
on ictomr ji IvC V 1S 5 there was
n cash balanc C mf on hand of Jt5
3012 As the f S Present financial
agent recelied C I 6 < 9S from

cUr
Pr Prprotr0 > < rnr Jrr 5 critlinSh

°
0t1M

for the two yara i v v > v vv V > vN <v y A dsplte Ibe ad-

er conditions mentioned How
these great Initltullons of the State ha been manaped the past two years may be
seen from the following comparison of expenditures with the preceding two cars

HM IVA Total Decrease
Slntr bunatlo H5M4897 HSi C5 JM5 4M 03-

A > > liim I Jsia Mi Total
imT3ii9 jioi3j73 t < tj C9 jmmss n1-

S53 U8 Total Pecrease-
t VirlliTcil lUIOOSK J1CJJB0 I J305Sj42-

liiiintle Anjluin 1Sj is Total
113iSW71 J137JCT 9 K71547 30 IS27S5 12-

1S93 1S9I Total Decrease
Sutiltiircst Irxnn 34SSD3 ISC1S 43 JU0 71S f 2-

lumillc s > ln ii 1M5 lSfC Total
369S2S5 147640 56 J10460345 611157-
jss3 is 4 Total Decrease

I lllln1 14303576 J45S57SI J5 t33M-
i A > lum ISM mi Total

1434S3C3 J45JS906 JSSS72 69 60 9-
1isjj jsm Total Increase

Ileaf nml llimli 11192523 11035120 JS2 2794S-
i Ajluin jsj5 1SS5 Toui-

14S67529 JI J6iM 97tll 19 11536171-

jS53 Jfr Total Decreaserolnrc icnf iiid 1167121S J1S120 S9 13503107I iml A > lim 1595 isj Tota-
S1G63355 J16 721S 123503 73 1152731-

ig93 U9 TtaI Decreasetjrplinn 11775953 27 340 J43U253-
lliHiic 1535 ifcr Total

12009320 124S151S Jil90s44 J23449-

SS3 1SS4 Total Decrease
i Mim lloiistcin 2101393 JSfl 26760 J57 311 55
I > nnnl IniliiKc jri ig9f Total

12946170 128S5267 153717 27 135 4 2S-

n T l 1Si H l Total Decrease
jr H330327 J2US927 lili4 54

11605290 110700 97 12C753 S7 11174067
7 1SM S Total Decrease
A mid M 12717100 J59436 67 JW 610 67
fille c issj 6M Total

12S0 0t J302O5O2 J35231 06 J2S37fi51-
1S93 19I Total Increase

J37O7S03 J61 779 9S J9SK 5 0-
1lnliirlt > i 95 ism Total

JC2692S2 J67924 2S Jir0617 20 J31751 10-

S93 lsil Total IncreaseCorreetlim nnil J2S30330 1302n 60 JSS 609 S-
OIleririiutor 1S93 > tS Tola-

J33410ll JS5W9 31 J69W1 i2 111039 52-

1S3 HS4 Total Increase
Ibe J44OiKI00 J45 7MM JVi 7 0-

IrnHeiitlarl I iS 5 1 < 9 Total
15929937 15 376 50 J117f63 7 17569 97

1593 1S9I Total IncreaseConfederate t-

Ilime uo lW Total
1430770 136 57 62 J50 < 35 3S

Total expenditures for > ears 1S93 and 1S94 ji 403 47 1

Total expenditures for jears 1S95 and 1S96 ji 309441 79

4

The foregoing table with other data show that for Ihe jears 1S93 and I7f I therewas maintained an aiernije number of Inmatis of educational benevolent charitableaud penal institutions of 7712 at a cost from the general revenue of 1403172 12 orJO 9n per capita per annum For the jenia and l O hero was maintained n aver ¬age numbir of SSC4 inmates at a cost of 1399411 79 or J7S 91 per capita per annumwithout injustice to individuals or detriment to tho public sen lie
Wunns Hie pist two jeiim the railroad commission hasThe full sustained tho wisdom of Its creation In that time ItltillriMil has citabllahcl or amended larltfs on practically every

Cliiiiiiiloiiiiii specks of fnlglit except lumber The gentril merchan
1 l s e arllt Pt Into epirullon August 6 1W5 and rcquim great Industry and labor Hallway bends onPletnl roads aggregating JlOllnfl0 were examined aud rgistred under tjn act To

prevent fraudulent and llctlllons Issues of such securities m tmn aiWi imlles ofrllroad have been Inspcctcl and Ailued at an henest basis for IheItducllon in rales was made among other things on cotton general mcrcrXndlse
agricultural Implements farm wagons bagging and tics machinery cnclnesV mi
boilers cotton gins feeders and condensers cotton prcssis heims rolumnA ndgirders stoves and stove ware wooden furniture Iron castings horse K
mule shoos and packing house goods 5m-

The total amount saved to the people for tho two yreiscsaaestlmitcOicr Twi MHH1 Y by the commission
N el T w h toard of pardondlflrult anJ InllspensaWe has beI n performedmiriKi1 ceptlonxl eiilciency and fidelity cvcm th a i app1

cations for pardon have been cojsdered

WWOJes

granted
granted

b materially in the
creased
remmen

revenue collected during the term from the traftle In beer and whisky and
In the enforcement of laws relating to other taxable occupations 1 he Rangers and
volunteer guard under the direction of the adjutant general havo rendcicd gallant
and conspicuous sevlce In the suppression of crlrao and the maintenance of law and
° r c r

Largely through the clear foresight and wise conduct of
the State health officer we havo been entirely tree from
dangerous cpidoailcs An account of the public moneys re-

reived and paid out by tho executive from funds subject
to his order vouihers for which are filed with the comp
troller is attached to this message and in examination

will show that the amount Is less than for many jeans The heads of all derailments
and Stale institutions have discharged their duties faithfully and with distinguished
abllitj and jour attention is particularly invited to their reKirls which contain
valuable Information and suggestions In all departments and ln cvorj grade of the
senioo a high order of otficHl Integrity has been exhibited

It is not cxtrtvagant to declare In summing up tho condition of the State that In
fidelity of the officials In the llberalltj and wisdom of her laws ln her great charities
and reformatories In her splendid Institutions of learning In her commercial and
industrial progress In the economj cleanliness and strength of her government and
In the intelligence and character of her people Texas may Invite gonorous compari-
son

¬

and rivalry with her ulsters of the Republic
In tho consideration of leglslatlan at this session easily
first Is that to which the executive and a majority ol the
legUlatoir are publicly pledged ThU legislation needs
neither argument nor extended stnlcment to support It-

It has been fully dl cusscd and approved by the pcoplo
the legislature is solemnly obligated to enact it and a

failure to do so would Justly subject It tn severe ensure aud condemnation Iiroadly
stated this legislature Is bound by partj pHtform 1 to continue economy mid re-

duce expenses wherever practicable 2 liberally support the free schools l llb-
erallv maintain the higher durational Institution and the Confederate home II-

supplv neccstary nsvlitm aiinmninlattons for the Insane 3 requlro express compan-
ies

¬

to maintain general offices In the State b set apart 50000 acres of land for a-

colored university 7 reapportion and reduce the Judicial
districts S facllltale the sale of the public school lands
CO provide for the safe Investment of tho school fund now j
Idle in the treasury 10 protect laborers In the prompt
pajmcut of wages and fix Hens to secure them 11 amend
and broaden the fellowservant law 121 adopt measures to

abolish gradually the convict lease sjstein 13 pass a general official fee bill and 11

reform the criminal laws The first four of these subjects so far as may bo notes
sary will be considered in a moro appropriate place ln this message and the filth
needs no further nnlirc

The constitution provides that the leglfialure shsll when deemed practicable es-

tablish
¬

and provide for the maintenance of a college or branch university for the In ¬

struction of the colored jouths of tho State but that no tax shall be levied and no-

monev appropriated out of the general revenue for this purpose Obviously the only
constitutional mcthol of establishing such college or branch university is to egre
gate and tell a portion of the unappropriated public land There am now 42 000O <

acres of such land and the appropriation should linmediatelj be made giving prior-
ity

¬

to this purpose before it is ton late from the elmistlon of the domain
There are now fifivfour district Judges and two criminal
district Judges wlih salaries amounting to 1U0000 an-
nually Some of these Judges nro overworked ami otheis
are Idle halt tho jear the length of the terms varjlng
from twenljeight to forty weeks In the jear Tho aver
ago term will not probatav exceed thirtjtwo weeks out of

flftjtwo If each of the districts should be given 100000 people which some of them
now contain the number could be reduced to thirty Having regard for other mat-
ters

¬

which materially affect the question such as the extent of territory In tho
districts the number of district Judgis can be safely reduced to fortj This legis-
lation

¬

is demanded both by the necessity of equalizing the labor of tho judges and
cutting off unncccssarj expense to the people and no consideration of incumbents
or Imaginary geographical ditficultlis should he allowed to influence or defeat it

Associated with this subject Is the fact that while under
the law counties can not be organizes except thej contain
not less than 150 resident voters At the late election
Bomo counties cast less thanflfty votes and this fairly
represents the number of voters in these counties Con
tlntud organization of such counties Is unjustly expensive

to the residents and land owners lor current expenses and has
frequently resulted in the erection of costly and extravagant court hcfises
and jails It Is a hirdshlp upon the Judges and unnecessarily expensive to the State
to maintain Judicial district michlnery there for It is Imprartleablo to secure
grand and petit Juries for tho trmvicllon of tho business of the district court
and no useful purpose whatever Is subserved-

Wher the number of voters in counties fills bolow fifty tho
organization should be suspended with proi r provision for tho levy of a tax by
the comptroller to discharge their outstanding Indibtcdncss and attaching them to
other counties for Judicial purposes until organization Is resumed Disldes dlscon
tinning the expcnsis alluded to the time of Judicial ottlrers wasted there In vain ef-
forts

¬

to transact business may be given to other counties and thus assist in reap-
portioning

¬

and reducing the judicial districts
The platform declares r effect that the public school
lands should ho sold to actual settlers so as to promote
the settlement if tho eountrj and Its speedy development
and to accomplish this as well as that tho school fund
mav be more speedily Incrcated such legislation should
bo enacted as will facilitate the sale of such lands rather

than perpetuate the lease system The price of agricultural lands is now two dol
lars per acre pasture lands one dollar per acre Umbered lands five dollars per
acre and the rate of Interest 3 per cent

Tho only pracllctble way to facllltato and increase thn
S3le of the lands is to reduce the prlie or the rale of Inter-
est

¬

Tho prito of rmture lands and the rite ot Interest
were reduced In 1S93 which should be sufficient and the
pi lie ot timbered lands seems low enough liesldes refer I

mee Is raado ln ihe plalfoim declaration to sales to those
desiring homes and is primarily applicl le to agricultural lands The State shotil I

cease to le a land owner as soon as pra tirable if the price ot these lands should I

be fixed at 11 0 11 50 per aete It will promote the development ot the Western part
of the State put the lands on the tax loll and Invest the Iund for the benefit of the
schoolsbanefIts that will outweigh any probable Increase in the value of the lands
which will result from holding them indefinitely but holders should not be permitted
to forfeit purchases already made and repurchase nt tho reduced price

One of the sources of the available school fund with which the public schools
are maintained is the interest derived from the Investment of tho permanent fund In
county bonds

In October 1S9 when this subject was called to the at ¬

tention of the legislature thin in special session there was
on hand tn the treasury unlmested monev belonging to
the permanent school fund amounting to J23SOM0 In iApril 1S16 vhen the matter was again referred to public
y thf mount had grown to 422000 Notwithstanding

160 000 of this fund has been transferred to the mailable fund on January 7 there I

was In the treasurj uninvested Jl rSI This accumulation results from two cat ca-

malnlv 1 the Increased foreign demand for Texas municipal securities carrving
thun 10 premium by which the Slate hoard 0f education limited 10 the purchase ofb01 I h bear at least 5 ivr cent Interest is practical

1 diven out the market and 2 almost a concert of
action of lountlis in funding their bonds now held by theState rbearing per cent into 5 p r cent bonds and fro
21 y 11psliiR of the new bonds to other purchasers
The fund under existing law can only be Invested in bondsnn balc 0 Texas State ard since ihetwo former are at a heavy premium iivetmcnt pracilca Iv 1m ted to Ihe last Vare charge to enact such careful and guarded laws the1as ma > be ece ary forr 0 0 n COmpet ° Vh prlaP mi < Porohaso o coint > bonds so that this monev mav rmaln uP the treasury and to meet thisrequirement it ts essential that the minimum rate of interest he bonds shall hear

C of s rh ons UnW retneilr for J

vieelu 1c tollecting t sir claims because thev are too poor to employllei f ol n P0 clanls 0 Hrge enough to JustifyNeed lnlnrulnu Mklog them on contingent fees When they aro compelled
Z

°
i VrV r orro n > mf < 0 tlselr wages an at

l1 5 f lia 1 ars h n the account is less than
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for felonies from the penitentiaries lrom the reformatory 106 pardons worn

66 of which were because the applicants were oor 10 jears of ago and-

re illegally sent to that institution Performing his duties with ability and
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